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WAR JITTERS CLIP SHOW BIZ 





Films a Big Hazard in London 





London, Aug. 29. 


The British government has asked American distributors to get 
their films out of London, because of the potential hazard of negative 


stock, in case of bombing by enemy planes. 


Arrangements have been 


made to store in nearby smaller city exchanges for the time being. 
Trend towards bombproof shelters in London is forcibly shown by 

the fact that the new exchange Metro recently started to build there 

is thus protected. All new apartment houses erected in London now 


have bombproof protection. 








Heavy Coin to Irving Berlin, Colman 


On Straight 7, Deals Lure for Others 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


With the returns that have accrued | 
On percentage deals made by Irving | 
Berlin and Ronald Coimman, it is 
likely that plenty of the creative tal- 
ent in picts will go strong to get 
deals of this sort instead of flat sums. 
Both Berlin and Colman made their 
respective deals with 20th Century- | 
Fox and Columbia on gross picture 
intake. 

Berlin, as result, is set to get at 
least $400,000 as his 10% of the gross 

1 ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ and 
probably another $50,000, as the pic- 
ture may reach the $4,500,000 figure. 
He has a similar deal for providing | 
the musical score to ‘Second Fiddle,’ | 
with indications that picture will get 
acound $2,600,000 gross or $200,000 | 
for him. On both, however, he gets 
a basic $75,000 guarantee regardless. 

Colman’s deal at Columbia was on } 
‘Lost Horizon,’ his take already | 
reaching $340,000 on a_ $3,400,000 
gross, and likely to run at least an- 

(Continued on page 39) 


N.Y. Fair to Rely On| 
Film Tieup, Stunts, Etc., | 
To Hypo B.0. Henceforth 


With more than 525,000 paying 
paying 

Customers on the last Saturday-Sun- 
day weekend, the New York World's 
anagement has decidec ) 

Fair management has decided on the 
requisite type of showmanship to 


draw. Formula, as represented by 
widely ballyhooed reduced - price 
days, such as the N. Y. Daily Mirror 


day last Sunday, and carnival weeks 
Subsequently will prevail for the re- 
Mainder of the exposition. Paid gate 
for the two-day weekend topped any 
previous weekend period. 

First week in October will be mo- 
tion picture week at the Fair, idea 
being to get Hollywood support for 
@ big festival week. It ties in wit 
the picture business’ Golden Jubilee 
hoopla. 

Tentative plans call for previews 
and premieres in the Hollywood 
Style. Another elaborate stunt is a 
talent search, tied in with 20th-Fox. 

The name-band policy is not ac- 
tually attracting unusually good at- | 
tendance, and the concessionaires fail | 
to see where it is bolstering midway 
business. Fold of several shows near 

(Continued on page 47) 
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D. W. Griffith’s Comeback 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
David Wark Griffith comes back as 
a producer in ‘1,000,000 B.C..,’ prehis- 


| toric film slated to roll in November 


on the Hal Roach lot. 

Originally mentioned as director, 
Griffith will pick his own pilot. He 
handled the ad sath ition himself, 


Fan Clubs Spread 
To Radio, Bands; 


Fat Sucker Lists 


Cleveland, Aug. 29. 

Fan clubs, social offshoot of spooled 
celluloid and standby of the stars, as- 
and Wool- 
worthing many an organizer over the 
financial breakers 
izations the country over, by meager 
ibutions of nickles and dimes 
nage to keep staffs working and 


sound a hasty retreat for that raven- 


vice versa, is 


conti 
vy 


ous four-foote! 
teps 

Fan clubbing is 
has provided con 
those he: 
berships 
high as 
from 50c 


lerable 
iding the groups with mem- 
1,000. Several run as 
3,000 Initiation fee runs 
to $1 and there are occa- 
sional assessments of nickels and 
dimes for pamphlet printing, mailing 
and incidentals. All the member 
gets out of his monetary contribution 


over 


| is the news of his favorite and per- 


haps an autographed picture. And 
if he misses one of his idol’s pictures 
he’s liable to be missed on the next 
mailing. 

Fluctuating fortunes of the play- 
ers who have clubs named after them 
have little effect on the members. 
Some that passed from marquees 
years ago are still going strong. New 
ones spring up every time a star is 
born. The president of the club is 
the guy or gal who thinks of it first 
and starts driving for members. 

Occasionally a picture star con- 
tributes to the coffers of the club 

(Continued on page 31) 


Some 500 organ- | 


an old practice and | 
income for | 


On the Film Biz 
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B.U., PROD. HIT 
WW U.o., ABROAD 


Radio News Bulletins Keep- 
ing "Em Home—Mobiliza- 
tion’s Effect on Hollywood, 
London and Paris Film 
Production 


WIDE EFFECT 


Production, exhibition, dented box- 
office panicked world 
| travelers from all walks of the stage 
fell under the Martian 
| hex with Europe’s 





conditions, 


and screen, 
renewed war 
| jitters, 

People staying home to listen to 
the radio depressed the b.o. 

Film production plans in Holly- 
wood, London and Paris are subject 
to revision and realignment. 

Americans are rushing 
the safety of U. S. shores. 

Points as distant as Australia, in 
rallying to the standard of the Brit- 
ish Lion, interpreted themselves in 
diminishing b.o. 

Montreal’s concern 


back to 


over 





censorship (page 26) was another 
| facet. 
These and other aspects are de- 


tailed in this issue. 
Outbreak of a European war would 
be a blow to American 
| tribution in the foreign field. Great- 
| est threat to profitable operations in 
warring countries would be the 
| clamping down on coin restrictions. 
| Typical of what might be expected 
| in many European countries was the 
action Monday (28) of the Austra- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Hays Asks E DR. 
For US. Ease-Up 


who curls up on door- | 





| 

| Washirton, 
The understoc 

Hays’ q.t. call on 

velt here on 

ask executive 


Aug. 29. 
ason for Will 


resident Roose- 
Monday (28) 
intercession in hav- 
ing Thurman Arnold, of the Attor- 
ney General’s office, taken off the 
trail of picture people. Hays is of 
the opinion films should come under 
jurisdiction of the Dept. of Com- 
merce and wants that agency, un- 


der Commerce Secretary Harry Hop- | 
to draft a fair practice code | 


kins, 
for pictures, as is 
other industries. 
Arnold has been adamant that film 
companies must divorce 
ifrom theatre operation. 


being done for 


radio | 


picture dis- 


was to| 


themselves | 
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Widespread Union Battle Looms 
As N.Y. Peace Parley Falls Through 





Gotta Work to Strike 


Group of actors “in Shubert 
alley were discussing the smoul- 
dering warfare between the 
Four A’s and the IATSE. 

‘If there’s going to be a real 
fight with the stagehands,’ one 
legiter cracked, ‘I’ll have to 
hurry and get a job so I can go 
on strike.’ 


First Workout 
For Commercials 











The potentiality of television as a 
commercial agent was given its first 
rehearsal Saturday (26), 
NBC televised the doubleheader be- 
tween the Dodgers and Cincinnati 
| Reds at Ebbets Field, Brooklyn. In 
its importance to the trade, the base- 
ball game itself was secondary, even 











though it was the first major league 


game ever to be televised and the 
| best eye-and-ear broadcast of a 
sports event yet achieved in the U.S. 

The commercials were injected by 
Red Barber, WOR-Mutual sports- 
easter, who did the play-by-play for 
television on a special deal between 
NBC and WOR. Latter has the ex- 
clusive on the Brooklyn games and, 
in televising ’em, RCA-NBC had to 
take Barber and the commercials 
{Procter & Gamble (soap), Wheaties 
(cereal) and Socony (oil)]. Al Hef- 
iner, nominally Barber’s assistant, as 


a result switched over to the radio 
| broadcast, with his boss calling ‘em 
strictly for the 500 odd television 


ets in the metropolitan, N. Y., 
The cameras didn’t always follow hi 


area, 


chatter, but then it was just an ex- 
periment. 

Two commercials were injected 
into the first five innings of the first 
game when the cameras panned into 


Barber sitting at a table in a lowe 
| box. It was not a very clear image 
pictorially, probably due to the over- 
Pine skies, but there was sufficient 
| visibility to get a good idea of how 
commercials may be framed for tele- 
vision. 
Illustrated Plugs 

For Procter & Gamble, Barber had 
the soap trademarks prominent on 
the table. He waved a wad of stage 
money to illustrate the first prize in 
a contest—and he picked up a minia- 
ture house (which could be had for 
the down-payment of $1,000), or an 
automobile that could be bought out- 
right for the same amount of coin. 
Later, for Wheaties, he actually pre- 


On Television 


when RCA- | 


! . ! 
jpared the cereal for his own con- 


sumption, adding sugar, cream and 
banana. It was the obvious type of 
(Continued on page 30) 
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A disastrous union war, possibly 
embracing all show business, looms 
again as result of the breakup 


of negotiations between the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica and the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees yester- 
|day (Tuesday). Four A’s executives 
| had come east with a ‘peace plan’. 

| Hostilities may break out with the 
| scheduled reopening of ‘Leave It to 
Me’ at the Imperial, N. Y., next 
| Monday (4). Stagehands have indi- 
|cated they’ll walk out if Sophie 
| Tucker is kept out of the show by 
| Equity’s suspension. However, with 
|the IATSE actively backing the 
{American Federation of Actors 
| against the American Guild of Va- 
| riety Artists, an open fight may occur 
}elsewhere before then. A virtually 
complete entertainment industry 
shutdown seems highly possible as 
| result of such a union jurisdictional 
war. 

Yesterday’s conferences between 
the Four A’s and IATSE representa- 
tives collapsed when the stagehands 
refused to budge from previous de- 
mands for the reinstatement of the 
AFA by the Four A’s, and that 
Ralph Whitehead, AFA executive- 
secretary, be taken back into the 
picture. The actor heads, who from 
the first have refused to accept 
Whitehead, again turned down that 
suggestion. With no further attempt 
at peace conferences planned, that 
brings the  long-threatened fight 
even nearer than before. ‘It means 
the warfare we all had hoped to 

(Continued on page 4) 





Radio’s Seanad 
Coverage, So Far, 
Outpacing ‘Munich’ 


NBC and CBS expect that the cost 
of covering the present European 
crisis will be considerably over the 
bill that they met at the end of the 
Sudentenland excitement last year. 
In the instance of both NBC and 
Columbia Broadcasting, the expen 
for the first week’s coverage of the 
present furore is at least 30% more 
than it was for the closing week of 
the Czech-Nazi imbroglio at Munich. 


Since last Wednesday (23), all net- 
works have gone in for four and 
five-way hookups at the least provo- 
cation. Average cost of such facili- 
ties comes to $500, and that’s ex- 
Clusive of salaries for special cor- 
respondents, 

Columbia estimates that its out-of- 
pocket costs for the initial week of 
the Polish crisis will come to around 
$20,000, while another $15,000 went 
by the board as result of sequester- 
ing commercial time. NBC figures 
that its coverage bill for the same 
period will reach at least $30,000, 
while its loss on commercial revenue 
won’t be more than $10,000, the lat- 
ter mostly due to the time breaks it 

(Continued on page 24) 
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WARNERS’ INDEPENDENT ACTION ON 


SALES MAY FORCE OTHERS LIKEWISE 


the Same as Offered by 





+. 
Although some producer-distribu- ; 

| 

tors would be more adversely af- | 
fected than others, all are facing the | 
} 


immediate prospect of revising sales 
to conform to the 
taken by Warner 
in permitting a higher can- 


policies inde- 


pendent action 
Bros. 
cellation and testing of pictures to | 
determine the 
which they will be delivered. 

While some of the lesser, nation- 
be 
reluctant to follow the Warner lead. | 
the question of competing with WB 
and any other large companies vir- 
tually forces them to consider en- 
United Artists 
is the lone major that is certain not 
to grant a cancellation of any kind , 
but it may bow to the testing plan. 
UA does not force a score charge on 
its accounts. Columbia never did. 

The WB rejection privilege of 20% 
where the average rental is not 
more than $100 is the same that the 
trade practice code offered, although 
Warners has eliminated the 15% in 
those theatres where the rental ran 
from $100 to $250. Under the new 
Warner policy, the cancellation 
right will be 10% for accounts that 
are paying over $100. The average 
arrived at is on individual engage- 
ments whether pictures are played 
one day or a week. 

Because the new WB policy is 
likely to immediately hypo sales for 
that company throughout the coun- 
try and Canada, other majors 
mulling similar concessions for 
quick submission to accounts in 
order to protect themselves. There 
could be a vast swing away from 
other distribs to Warners unless the 
same 20% cancellation could be also 


price brackets in 


ally organized distributors may 


Jarged concessions. 


are 


obtained elsewhere. Since the ma- 
jority of rentals average less than 
$100, serious loss of accounts not 


already closed could be sustained if 
the Warner lead isn’t followed. 
Less of a Gamble for WB 

The gamble that WB is taking. 
with as much as one-fifth of its en- 
tire product subject to cancellation 
with the greater proportion of its ac- 
counts, is not as big a one for that 
major as it would be for others 
WB during the past season has main- 
tained such a high standard of qual- 
ity, both with its ‘A’ and ‘B’ pictures, 
that Grad Sears is reported to have 
even recently considered 
nation of selling of each film strictly 
on its merits. 

Metro, which uses a sliding 
centage scale on rentals an 
ternative deal, and also tests pictures 
to determine allocations, would not 
find the concessions made by War- 
ners as competitive as certain other 
distribs might; thus this company |! 
might be the first to fall in line. 
UA, Mono and Rep were not be- 
hind the code and were not signa- 
tory i presumption 
the major distribs was that 
and Rep would have > 
> code, once it was 
ption by 
Although code included ; 
tration and provisions relating to 
preferred playing time, right to buy, 
overbuying, availability of some run, 


the alimi 
wie Citi: 


per- 


ac at 
das ei 


to it, although 
among 
no tO USé 
ready fo 
other producer-di 


4) 
ine 


Me 
the 
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clearance and other practices not em- 

bodied in new Warner 

otherwise it offered a cancellation 
and all the distribs unde: 


the policy, 


up to 20%, 


the code would have had to grant 
that. They also would have to 
grant a 15% rejection privilege on 


film averaging from $100 te $250 in 
rentals. 

For the reason that the code 
agreed to by seven of the distribs 
(WB, Metro, Par, 20th, RKO, Co- 
lumbia and U), would have meant 
three different cancellation scales up 
to 20%, retroactive on all deals for 
°39-40 product, it might be that the 
distribs, in the position now created 
by WB, will ultimately feel they 
may as well go along on that score 
at least. 
test their product before arriving at 
bracketing, however. This is not 
an entirely new stunt with Warners. 


The company last season also test- | 


be- 


1. 
Ve 


engagemented certain features 
fore deciding how they 
allocated. 


’ I 
snouia 


Some may not want to, 


the Code 





Lion Bites Man 


Hollywoed, Aug. 29. 

Howard Strickling, who never 
forgets a Metro exec’s birthday, 
was handed a jolt when Louis B. 
Mayer tossed a luncheon in his 
honor. It was his own natal day, 
the only one he ever forgot. 

Strickling was so stunned by 
the enormity of his social error 
that he missed three strikes be- 
fore he could respond to the 
popular clamor for a_ speech, 
On the fourth attempt he said: 
‘Thanks for the buggy ride I 
have been getting for the last 20 
years,’ whereupon he sat down 
to contemplate the new radio 
presented by the guests. 

Strickling is L. B.'s Boswell. 








Echo of Bobby Breen 


Unit’s Loss Last Xmas 


In $4,962 St. Loo Sut 


St. Louis, Aug. 29. 
The Bobby Breen revue last Xmas 
in St. Louis Municipal Audi- 
torium cost the promoters $12,315, ac- 


week 


cording to the figures in a suit filed 


at Clavton, a suburb, last 


S. A. Weintraub against Larry At- 
kins, Who was associated with Wein- 
traub and Earl Reflow in the ven- 
ture. 

Weintraub’s suit against Atkins is 
for $4,962, which he alleges is 40% 
of the According to 
traub’s petition, he and Atkins and 
an unnamed third person entered 
into a contract to produce a series 
of entertainments during Xmas week. 
Forty percent of the profits were to 
go to Atkins, and Atkins also was to 
share the 


loss. 


same percentage of any 
losses incurred. The loss was $12.,- 


315, Weintraub declares, and he and 
the third person in the venture paid. 
The third person assigned his claim 
on Atkins to Weintraub, the petition 


recites, therefore Atkins is indebted 
to Weintraub for the full 40%. 
Weintraub alleges he asked Atkins 


for payment but was refused. 
Atkins and Weintraub engaged in 
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In View of Competition, Enlarged Concessions Loom NO FILM LOBBY IN D. C. 
As Inevitable—WB’s 20‘. Reject on Privilege Is 








So Declares Pettijohn in Rebuttal to 
Book's Allegation 


Assertion that the motion picture 
industry maintains one of the big- 
gest and most efficient lobbying or- 
ganizations in Washington was 
termed ‘quite a compliment but 
ridiculous’ yesterday by Charles C., 
Pettijohn, general counsel for the 
Motion Picture Producers & Distrib- 
utors of America. The lobbying 
charge appears in a book by Ken- 
neth Crawford, New York Post cor- 
respondent in Washington, which 
will be released about Sept. 25. 
Titled ‘The Pressure Boys,’ it is to 
be published by Julian Messner, Inc. 

Pettijohn declared that the pic- 
ture industry’s entire representation 


in Washington consists of himself, 
Burt New, former secretary to a 
Senate committee, who has been 


with the MPPDA for 12 years, and 
James Fitzgerald, who is a general 
assistant in the office. The entire 
expense of maintaining the modest 
two-room headquarters for the in- 
dustry is insignificant, Pettijohn said. 

He declared he would stand by his 
testimony before the committee con- 
sidering the Neely bill last April 3. 
At that time he stated: ‘There has 
been a lot of loose talk about prop- 
aganda, and I have been accused of 
personally sending propaganda to 


members of the Senate and of the | 


| Interstate Commerce Committee. I 


week by | 


Wein- | 


N. Y. THEATRES 


have not so much as sent a postal 
card to a member of the U. S. Sen- 
ate or to any member of this com- 
mittee, and I am willing to make 
that statement under oath.’ 

Pettijohn returned from Europe 
on Monday. He declared it was im- 
possible for anyone to 
going to happen over there and its 
potential effect on foreign film mar- 
kets, 

‘It’s a poker game,’ he averred. 


TO COMBAT 
PARI-MUTUELS 


Sub confab of execs of 
various ends of the film industry was 
held in Manhattan last week to out- 


rosa 

















fisticuffs last February over the| line a plan for combating the pari 
losses The battle occurred at the |! mutuel amendment to the N. Y. state 
Arena during an ice hockey game | Constitution. 
When Atkins approached Reflow to Last session of the legislature 
discuss the Breen show, and Wein- | passed an enabling act to place on 
traub interrupted, the ballot in November a proposal 
hicaadines ae for legalizing the machine method of 
| wagering on the nags at tracks 
ie A. TO N. Y. throughout the.state. 
haw Malmow ee a | . Film interests are frankly out to 
Is Brower loe Nadel) | do everything in their power to de- 
dP “+ SSO wa) “nag iM ogee | feat the pari-mutuels, figuring they 
fohn Dolph aa Sti | will attract many more patrons to 
Harry Geller | Harold Rowe | the gee-gee runs than the present 
today AE = a hand-books, and siphon off potential 
Larry Holcomb Ed Sullivan theatre patrons. Only preliminary 
bi eg he ee he ee ° plans were discussed at last week’: 
I ' 1 el Wella meeting, with several more chinfests 
( Danny W r designated for the near future. 
gun ' | old W ff 
JESSEL’S COL. FILM 
N. Y. TO L. A. Columbia would like George Jesse] 
Laurence Be nson | Ralph Morgan to produce a comedy film if it can 
} eB i Laurence O er ; s ‘ 
‘ hacen Bate find a suitable vehicle, 
- = pd , \: ou Rene sche Jessel plans to shape his radio 
aries Einfele Kenneth Thomson activities to fit nto a schedule 
y Golob lack Trop whereby he will make at least one 
Senja Tle } I e Ma W t . 
rman Krasna | Roland Young } picture a year. 
Other News of Interest to Fil 
Buying pool looks cold.......sciseves ee (eae: aa 
Hungary's Pit 1Ogit LOK SOOO «ccc wckvcesvevesees cocsekaae 12 
Leslie Howard on film board............. RPT Een Cee Ee Page 12 
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Brown with Jo@ Penner... ..06 cere baw ed Lee ee ee Rae Merniete Page 27 
Radio reviews: Jimmy Durante, George Jessel, Alla Nazi- 
mova, ‘Let's Take in a Movie’.......... ....Page 28 
Television ..... < ‘ Seth Ua be aie es ....Page 30 
fg Ro rr wee Page 32 
Ruth Chatterton dickering play ..Page 41 
Hollywood names to Milwaukee Page 42 
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considerable thought to it. 
| jn the event of a major flare-up. 





jsed. 
so worth less in rentals. 


the interests of friends and 
theatre attendance will suffer. 
rentals. 


Wednesday, 


Although the threat of trouble in Europe is distinctly only a 
ondary reason for laying off on the making of deals, exhibs are giving 
Their angle 
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Roundabout Sales Reasoning 


— 
SecCe 


is that films will cost less 


In the first place, it is said, with producers losing their foreign 
markets, they will severely trim their budgets on all pictures prom- 
Product will thus be of lesser quality than now projected and 


Exhibs figure, in addition, that with an abundance of war news and 
relatives 


in foreign countries at stake, 
That, too, will necessitate smaller 


Principal reason, however, for the holdup in buying is that most 
indie houses in more or less outlying sectors, because of their late 
runs, won't get the first of the new product until Oct. 
Therefore there is no hurry in signing up. 


15 at least. 








Sears New WB Sales Policy Conceded 


Perfectly Timed by Others in Trade 





COL. FINDS STRAWHAT 








Sam Marx, story and talent scout 


‘for Columbia Picts, reports better 
| 


+ 

v 
| 
| 
} 


TALENT PICKINGS OKAY 


| success in the strawhats this sum- 
} | 
| mer than most of the other film | 
'companies. Marx has been lining up | 


an array of talent and has them in 
readiness for tests this week, with 
Col. prexy Harry Cohn supervising. 


|}ent and script possibilities imme- 
| diately ‘with Marx. Both return to 


the Coast the end of this week. 





Cowdin Back to N. Y. 
After Survey of U's 
New Production Sked 


Hollywood, Aug. 
Universal 


29. 

| . 

j boned chairman, planed back to New 
| 


J. Cheever Cowdin, 


York Monday (28). 

He passed two weeks at studio on 
product talks with Nate Blumberg 
and Cliff Work. 
| Universal is hitting a new produc- 
tion high, with seven major pictures 
budgeted at $3,000,000 before the 
cameras, all available space filled 
and a new record for employment. 

Features in work are ‘Green Hell,’ 
‘Tower of London,’ ‘Rio,’ ‘First Love,’ 
‘Listen Kids, ‘The Man from Mon- 
treal’ and “The Galloping Kid.’ 


SAILINGS 


to New 


Sept. 6 (London 
Chevalier Bros, (| 
Aug. 30 (London to New York), 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hope, Harry M 
Warner, Dan Carroll, David Rose 
(Queen Mary). 
Aug. 30 (New 
Mr. and Mrs. 
mini, John 


landa 


York), 


Normandie). 


York 
nm 


Billy Bissett 
Veloz 


Londor X 
Ter- 


Yo- 


to 
t Joe 
fr 1..¢ 
M7AUUISLOTL, 
(Normandie?. 
Aug. 29 
Mr, and 
Draper 


and 


(London 
Mrs. Dick 
(Champlain). 
Aug. 26 (New York to London), 
Robert Flemyng (Mauretania). 

(New York 


xruy P. Mors 


to New 


Henry, 


York), 
Ruth 


Aug. 25 
Aires), ( 


Lococo ( 


to 
‘ yan. Clemente 
Uruguay), 

Aug. 24 
Mr. and 


(Adrienne 


(London to New York). 
Mrs. W. Dwight Whitney 
Allen) (Washington) 

Aug. 24 (New York to Paris), Ed- 
ward Johnson, Efrem Kurtz (lle de 
France). 

Aug. 23 (San Francisco to Hono- 

| lulu), Edgar Bergen (Matsonia). 

Aug. 17 (London to South Africa), 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Tauber, Willy 
Stettner, S. Boswell (Capetown Cas- 
tle). | 


ARRIVALS 
(At the Port of New York) 


Lee Shubert, J. J. Milstein, Jack ' 
McKeon, Harry Cohn, Steve Fitz- | 
gibbon, Joseph A. McConville, Mrs. 
| Howard Dietz, Colin Keith-Johnston, 
|Edna_ Best, Giida Gray, Norma 
| Shearer, Constance Bennett, Sonja 
Henie, Baburao Patel, C. C. Petti- | 
, john, George Raft, Russell Muth, | 
| James Stewart, Josef on Sternberg, 
Erica Marini, A. E. Matthews, Tom 


Helmore, Eddie Buzzell, Ruth Et- 
| ting, Norman Krasna. 4 
aS ‘fy 


Latter returned from Europe Mon- | 
day (28) and went into the new tal- | 


Reaction of major distributors, 


ollowing announcement of Gradwel] 
» Sears, head of Warner Bros, sales, 
of change in selling policies for next 
season, was non-committal last week. 
Sales heads were seriously studying 
WB intentions and several gave in- 
dications they would issue state- 
ments of their own, but wavered in 
this intention and wound up by re- 


mm 


fusing to make any statements at 
this time. 
Most of the major companies 


viewed the Sears move as a smart 
piece of timing. While claiming 
that there was not much that was 


| startlingly new in Sears’ statement, 


and that the policy of fixing sales 
classifications of a picture, after key 
city test runs determined what per- 
centage brackets a picture would be 


}sold in, had been followed pretty 
} generally this past year by at least 
two other major companies, there 


was a feeling that Warners will now 
give practical effect to many parts 
of the fair trade practice code which 
distributors had been preparing to 
offer the exhibitors. 

Exhibitors queried on the new 
Warner policy agreed that Sears had 
taken the leadership so badly needed 
among distributors; had the confi- 
dence of exhibitors generally; 
derstood their problems more than 
other sales heads, and is willing to 
play along with theatre owners to a 
greater extent. 

Barney Balaban 


une 


president of Par- 


amount, had little to say other than 
to comment that Sears’ statement is 
not as radical as it sounds. He said 
the question of whether Paramount 


would follow Warners’ lead was 
Neil F. Agnew. Latter so 


maintains complete silence. 


up 
far 


+ 
LO 


There was one notable difference 
between the Warner stand on can- 
cellation and the provisions which 


were contained in the code, now de- 
clared a dodo by reason of the VU. S. 
Jepartment of attitude. U 
der the code, distributors were wille 
ing to allow a maximum 20% can- 
cellation of a group of pictures, of 
which the average $100; 
15% of pictures averaging between 
$100 and $250, and 10 of pictures 
costing over $250. The Warner 
icy, announced allows 20% can- 
cellation of pictures averaging under 
$100, and 10% cancellation on groups 
costing over $100. The 15% cancella- 
tion provision has been eliminated. 
The effect of this, while negligible 
is that only 10° instead 19% 
pictures bought, averaging between 
$100 and $250, will be allowed the 


Tijctira 
VUSLICE 


rental was 


pol- 


as 


of of 


cancéllation privilege by Warners 
The provision whereby Warners 
will set classification of their pic- 
tures within 14 days after national 
release date, does differ from the 


practice followed this 
Metro, for instance. Latter company 
has been determining its top bracket 
percentage films after test engage- 
ments in small towns throughout the 
country, but had never fixed a defie 
nite time and irrevocable terms to 
govern, this being left up te indiv- 
idual handling in each specific case. 

Warner executives were elated by 
the reception of its new policies 
among theatre circuits in metropoli- 
tan New York last week, most of the 
response being highly compliment- 


past year by 


| ary. 


|as a stimulus for early buying 


| uct, 


A Sales Stimulus 
Sears looks to the new sales policy 
by 
exhibitors and to materially increase 


;sales, In explanation of why he 
chose this particular time to an- 
nounce new concessions to theatre 


owners in the sale of Warner prod- 
Sears stated that he felt the 
time had come when somebody had 
to let exhibitors know what distribu- 


(Continued on page 19) 
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1939-40 SELLING UP A BIT 





BERMAN'S DEAL 
WITH REPUBLIC 
FOR UNIT 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Pandro Berman, 





rival of Herbert Yates, Sept. 15, to | 


close a deal as head of his own pro- 
duction unit at Republic. Understood | 
Yates’ proposition to Berman pro- 
vides for salary, percentage of 
profits and an opportunity to buy in 
on Republic stock, 

Berman checks cut of RKO Nov. 
1 after which he plans a three-month 
vacation. 





Hearings on Atias’ $4 
Per RKO Share Offer 





retiring execu- | 
tive producer at RKO, awaits the ar- | 


\ 
| 


D.C.S FILM AMBUSH 





Aftermath of the death sentence of the 
Trade Practice Code passed out by Thurman 
Arnold, assistant U. S. attorney in charge of 
anti-trust litigation, is the feeling expressed in 
top executive circles of film company home of- 
fices that the industry, during the past year, 
has been led into a legal ambush from which 
there is no escape, except through a trial of the 
issues in the Federal courts. 





Opinion prevailed for months that, with the 
voluntary adoption of the Code, the Depart- 


ment of Justice would modify its bill of com- 


Comes Up After Sept. 4 





First hearings on the fairness of 
the offer of the Atlas Corp. 
a share for the balance of the 375,- 
000 shares of the 


of $4) 


new RKO com-|} 


mon stock not taken by Rockefeller | 


or the unsecured creditors, 
will be begun almost immediately 
after Labor Day (Sept. 4). 
W. Alger, special master, who is to 
hear argument pro and con, so 
stated Monday (28). Reports 
Atlas planned to withdraw the un- 
derwriting agreement because of the 
possibility of a European war could 
not be checked as attorneys for the 
company were continuously ‘not in.’ 

Alger, however, declared that the 
only reason for the delays was the 
inability of the SEC to appear be- 
fore Labor Day. The RKO hearing 
scheduled for Monday (28) was 
postponed to Sept. 
William Bondy being on vacation, 

Alger’s Fee 

Federal Judge Samuel 
baum in N.Y. Saturday 
tion of Irving Trust, RKO’s trustee, 
authorized the Chemical Bank & 
Trust Co. to pay to Irving Trust 
$7,000 out of funds on hand as a fee 
for George W. Alger, special master, 
who was recently allowed that 
amount for his services connected 
with the reorganization. 

Under an agreement dated May 
4, 1936, RKO gives $15,000 monthly 
to the Chemical Bank to hoid, for 
administration expenses and allow- 
ances, 


Center, 


Mandel- 





Alperson’s Particulars 


In $135,644 Suit vs. GN 


Federal Judge Samuel Mandel- 
baum in N. Y. Thursday (23) grant- 
ed the application of Edward L, Al- 





George | 


that | 


| Southern District of New 


plaint in the civil action now pending in the 
York. It was be- 
lieved generally, on what was taken to be au- 
thentic sources, that the Government would 
cooperate with the industry’s attempt at vol- 
untary self-regulation of such matters as were 
incorporated in the proposed Code covering 
concessions on block-booking, clearances, 
forced selling of shorts and other practices that 


were to be adjusted through arbitration. Of 
the main count—theatre divorcement from 
producer-distributor ownership — the Code 


made no attempt to handle. This issue was 
conceded from the first to be handled exclu- 
sively in the courts. 


Official of one of the major companies de- 
clared the Arnold letter to industry attorneys 
came as a bombshell surprise and was a blow 
to industry prestige, unwarranted by the pre- 

vious exchanges of correspondence and conver- 
sations in Washington. He stated that a year 
ago, in July, 1938, heads of the larger com- 
panies had conferred with President Roosevelt 
and had pledged at that meeting their deter- 
mination to work out a satisfactory routine of 


trade practices which would remove from the 


20, due to Judge 


| 


(26), on peti- | 


Government the press of widespread exhibitor 
complaints, Within two weeks after that meet- 
ing, the Department of Justice smacked down 
with its civil suit. There is good authority for 
the report that the original complaint of the 
Department was drawn as a prosecution, un- 
der anti-trust laws, and later changed to a civil 
suit. 


Opinion is now expressed that the film com- 


| panies leaned too heavily on early assurances 


that if they cleaned their own house the Gov- 
ernment would give self-regulation a chance 
to perform. Trom time. to time, during the 


course of 14 months’ negotiations between dis- 
tributors and exhibitors, copies of drafts of the 
proposed Code were sent to the Department 
of Justice. In the light of subsequent happen- 


ings that procedure is now regarded as some- 


| “JAS. ROOSEVELT WILL 


person for a bill of particulars 
against Grand National Pictures, | 
Inc., Educational Pictures, Inc., and 
Earl W. Hammons, who he is suing 
for $135,644 for alleged breach of 
contract. Alperson claims to have 
been employed Oct. 1, 1938 on a five- 


year contract by GN at $1,000 week- 
ly, plus 14,000 shares of 
Stock of GN payable at a 
3,500 shares each quarter. 
tract could be terminated 
months’ notice. 

Alperson asserts he was discharged 
as head of sales of GN on Jan. 21 
last. Besides the $135,644 he seeks 
10,500 shares of stock. 


rate of 
The con- 
on six 





Pascal to Produce Play 
Adapted by How'd Dietz 


Gabriel Pascal will finance produc- 
tion of ‘The Captain’s Uniform’ on 
the London legit stage this fall, if 
conditions permit. Play has been 
adapted by Howard Dietz from the 
German by Karl Zuckmayer. 


original play, ‘Hauptman von Ko- 
Penick,’ in 1930, and is reported con- 
trolling all film rights. 


Mrs. Howard Dietz arrived in 
New York Monday (28) after con- 
ferring with Pascal in London on | 


Plans for the production. 


common | 


Pas- | 
cal produced a film based on the | 


what naive. When the final draft was sub- 


| 
| 
} 


PROBE PIX PROBLEMS 





Dr. A. H. ‘Gansini 
Returns to Films 


| As Lubitsch Aide 


mitted, and an opinion of the department re- 
quested, the reply was a blistering condemna- 
tion of the Code and a threat of prosecution if 
its provisions were put into operation. 





First reaction was an exchange among in- 
dustry attorneys and executives of bitter com- 
ment on the Arnold letter. In some places the 
opinion was expressed that the Government’s 
trust-buster had not acted in entire good faith 
in his dealings with the film companies. It was 
pointed out that the Code made no pretense 
to handle the issue of theatre divorcement, yet 
the Department’s reply made very clear that 
any trade practice code, which was not predi- 
cated on divorcement, but was based on the 
prevailing status quo, was not acceptable. 


Individual action by Grad Sears, distribu- 
tion head of Warner Bros., in announcing soon 
after publication of the Ar nold letter that War- 
ners would incorporate immediately, in its new 
season contracts, the important concessions 
won by exhibitors, during the months of ne- 
gotiations, was a move which caught the other 
majors unprepared to follow the same course. 
The Sears announcement is regarded generally 
as a smart move for Warners, wherein the 
company has taken advantage of an impasse of 
concerted action and has stepped out on its 
own to encourage exhibitor good will. 

There is anticipated a lively legal battle 
when, as and if the New York suit, repeatedly 
postponed and delayed, comes to trial. Three 
companies named in the complaint—Columbia, 
Universal and United Artists—deny complete- 
ly the right of the Government to include them 
with other majors that have theatre affiliations. 
Since the Department of Justice is making its 
fight for theatre divorcement, attorneys for | 
these three are laying their defense to insist | 
upon dismissal of the complaint against them 
as they claim no theatre affiliations. 


Involvement of the anti-trust issues with the 
Trade Practice 
have prompted some of the attorneys, inter- 
ested only in the defense of the lawsuit, to de- 
mand a hands-off policy from any industry 
volunteers who would attempt from this point 
on to interfere with the orderly procedure of 
getting the issues to trial. Counsel contend 
that the multiplicity of the complaints de- 
mands earnest and painstaking investigation 
in order to cope with Government witnesses. 





On that account alone, they declare, post- 
ponement of trial is justified until all defend- 
ants have full and complete opportunity to 
prepare their defense. 


. | FREEMAN SAYS PAR’S 


te a Paramount studio is nine months 
Hollywood, Aug. thead of schedule on "39-40 pic- 

James Roosevelt was appointed a ; tures and will complete nearly the 
one-man committee to study prob-| Hollywood, Aug. 29 entire program by December, ac- 
lems confronting the Motion Picture Dr. A. H. Giannini returns to pic- | ,,, ling to Y. Frank ~eienninped in 
Producers Association, including in-| tures as a member of the board of chaeee of endtio oneration a 7 
ter-studio relationships. directors of the new Ernst Lubitsch man arived in New York from the 
Joseph M. Schenck, prez of MPPA, | Productions, Inc. Other b ard meM- | Coast Monday (28) for a week of 
declared the survey is concerned | bers are Sol Lesser, prez; Ernst Lu- conferences with Barney Balaban and 
solely with local conditions and has | bitsch, v.p. and secretary, and Louis home office production execs on pic- 
no bearing on any dispute between Lurie, treasurer. Under the new set- tures to be made for the season of 
certain producers and the Federal | Up, Lesser turns over control of oe 40-41. Only two °39-40 pi »ductions. 
| government. cipal ag apgieersocee — — one a De Mille picture and the 
— Lubitsch company has a deal to) other a Claudette Colbert film, will 


| With an Eye to the Cost — 


| ennanee 


| deliver three features 
| tists during 1930-40. 


to United Ar- 


| still have to go before the cameras 
early in January. 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Economy deferred the start of ‘Re- 


Al Lewis Yens Tuners 


| Freeman returns to the Coast next 
week. Stanton Griffis, chairman of 
| the executive committee, is not due 


: back from Europe for another si 
becca’ at the Selznick-International a | , SNe ! 4 six 
‘ ne weeks, unless hostilities hasten his 
studio to Sept. 5. Hollywood, Aug. 29. | poturn 
Delay was ordered to evade the | Al Lewis is dickering a major re- ‘ia 
cost of carrying contractees OVEIr|jonce for several filmusicals he 
Labor Day. | would produce independently. 





Martin’s Col. Musical 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Tony Martin’s first musical starrer 





| Understood he has ample financing. 


McCORMICK SOLOING 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


a a r: 
Trop’s Par Dicker 
Jack Trop, former v.p. 
Sherman productions, left for the 
Coast Sat. (26) after several months 
in New York studying, possibilities of 


of Harry 


under his Columbia contract is ‘Pass-| John McCormick, associated with Indie production in the east. 
port to Happiness,’ due to start Sept Leland Hayward for two years, Producer expects to continue nego- 
7. with Joseph Santley directing un- launches his own agency Sept. 4. tiations west for financing and pro- 


jer production reins of Irving Starr 


Yarn is by James Edward Grant. new setup 


George Landy is 


duction of a series 
| lease, 


slated to join the for Paramount re- 


Code debacle is reported to) 


"39-40 PIX WELL SET 


‘LY. INDIE DEALS 
STILL ALMOST NIL 


Big Circuits Generally Perk 
Up in Closing Deals—Two 
Notable Ones Are Metro- 
Warners and WB-National 


Theatres—But It’s Suiill 
Very Laggy 

SHIFT SEASONS? 
Film selling to big circuits 


throughout the country generally has 


accelerated in the past week or s9, 
although activity in the New York 
territory is still almost nil. In the 
last-named area, independent thea- 
tre owners are still holding back on 
their buying. None of the larger 
independent local N. Y. circuits, 
neighborhood or subse ¢'ent runs has 
been sold by major distributors. 
Exhibitors in N. Y. territory are 
usually late in their buying every 
season, practice being to wait until 
both Loew’s and RKO have come 
pleted deals. Reason for this is that 
indies and subsequents want to know 
what pictures have been bought and 
| how the first-run situation is going 
| to shape up. Based on this informa- 
| tion, they can then form a good idea 
of what product they themselves will 
need and how much the film is 
worth. In the metropolitan area the 
| new season $ film lineup for Loew’s 
will be Metro, Paramount, United 
| Artists and Republic. For RKO 
| theatres, Warners, RKO, Universal 
and 20th-Fox. 
| Generally sneaking, with efforts of 
major distributors concentrated on 





, | the large circuits around the coune- 


| try, selling has been late as well as 
slow. As one sales head described 
it, ‘exhibitors think there is going to 
| be a utopia and feel they can afford 
to sit back and wait.’ Some theatre 
owners feel their present require- 
| ments are being taken care of by de- 
livery of two or three pictures still 
due them from the various distrib- 
| utors on the ’38-39 schedules, and 
that this will carry them along until 
well after Labor Day. 

Metro has closed up important cir- 
| cuit deals, without worrying too 
(Continued on page 23) 
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[Sassy e- — — 


UA’s Reply to the U.S. Suit Almost 


Directly Opposite to Columbia's 


Filing an answer, which was al- 
most a direct antithesis of that of 
Columbia’s, United Artists on Mon- 
day (28) responded for itself, Harry 
D. Buckley, Arthur W. Kelly, Harry 
J. Muller, Dennis F. O’Brien, Ed- 
ward C. Raftery, Emanuel Silver- 
stone, Theodore Caruso and James 
Roosevelt to the Government's anti- 
trust action in the N.Y. federal court. 


In no fewer than 243 items, United 
Artists declares that it ‘does not! 
know.’ or ‘it has not sufficient 


or it 


knowledge to form a belief,’ 
just denies charges. 

In but two instances does the com- 
pany admit anything. In these, 
which can be taken as an example of 
how it will defend itself when the | 
trial commences, UA admits charges | 


which were not admitted by the} 
others. and asserts that it was done 
te assure the company of larger re- 


turns, or because the practices were 
in the company’s best interests. 

UA admits that acting separately | 
and independently it ‘made contracts 
with exhibitors whereby United Art- 
ists Corp. reserved the right to des- 
ignate playdates, and/or which pro- 
vided for clearance, and/or which 
prohibited the showing of a certain | 
picture as part of a double bill, 
and/or imposed a score charge and/ 
or a minimum admission to be 
charged at the theatre exhibiting 
said picture or pictures.’ 

The second admission is that ‘Act- 


ing separately and independenily, 
United Artists made advertising al- 
Jowances, reduced film rentals | 


where, in the opinion of United Art- 
ists Corp., such reduction was war- 
ranted ,and made agreements w here | 
in its opinion a move-over would | 
mean more revenue to it.’ 

The baiance of the answer con- 
sists of such banalities as admitting 
that there are three branches of the 
industry, production, distribution 
and exhibition, admitting definitions 
to be somewnat correct, admitting 
that other companies are in the film 
business, and admitting that ‘from 
time to time that they had some 
knowledge that the producers, di- 
rectly or indirectly, had acquired 
theatres, and that there were merg- 
ers or affiliations in the motion ‘Pic: | 
ture business from time to time.’ 

For the most part the answer can 
be taken as a pleading that United 
Artists is purely a distributing or- 
ganization ,and that the trials and 
tribulations of the producer-exhibit- 
ors should not be suffered on their 
heads. The answer closes with the 
customary prayer for dismissal. 

Momand at Bat Seen 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 29. 

Filing by Griffith companies and 
producer-distributor defendants in 
the $4,500,000 A. B. Momand anti- 
trust damage suits, now in Judge 
A. P. Murrah’s Federal district court , 
here, are expected within the next 
10 days. All preliminaries in the 
Momand suits have been cleared up 


with only filing of defense answers 
and joining of issues standing be- 
tween start of the trial here. 

Filing of the Department of 


Justice memo on defense motions in 
the Government’s Griffith companies 


suit is expected in Federal district 
court here this week. Memos are 
for Judge Edgar S. Vaught’'s use in 
reaching a decision on defense 
motions, asking that the “ S. be 
forced to file a bill of partic: s and 
make charges more definite De- 
fense memos were filed last week. 
Decision of Judge Vaught on the 
motions is scheduled before Sept. 


15, following which a pre-trial con- 
ference preliminary iss 
probably held. 


Metro Pic to Mpls. Indie 
Brings Up Suit Palaver 
Aug. 29. 


are speculating 
4,000-seat inde- 


on ues will 


pe 


Minneapolis, 

Film cireles here 
over acquisition by 
pendently operated Minnesota the- 
atre of a Metro picture, ‘Within the 
Law,’ for next week. It’s first major 
product offering to be shown at 
house since its reopening more than 
a month ago and the only one from 
the big company thus far obtained. 


‘ilm was released by M-G last 
March and when Gordon Greene, 
Minnesota's managing director, 


Jearned that the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. 
had failed to date it, he demandec 
Story going the rounds is that, 
this juncture, Minnesota Amus., 
which has Metro and all other major 

(Continued on 


~_t 


page 34) 


| ing 


| fications. 
all present Guildmen must remain | 
| members in good standing as a con- 


pointed to 
| over 
men discharged without cause will | 


| receive It also was | 


(Paramount Northwest circuit) | 





Tooters’ Holiday 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
There is music in the air at 
Paramount this week with three 
bands, consisting of 110 musi- 
cians, to the cast for pa- 
rade sequences in ‘Victor Her- 
bert.’ 
In 


added 


addition, Arthur Kay has 


been assigned to direct a 50- 
piece orchestra for the final 
score, 








PIX P.A.S 100%, 


GUILD SHOP 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Strike of studio flacks was averted 


|; when the major companies agreed to 
,ink a centract with Screen Publicists 


Guild which gives them virtually a 
100°, Guild shop. Minimum pay 
scale for senior members was fixed at 
$100 week, with juniors receiving 
$50 the first year, $55 the second 
year and $60 thereafter. Appren- | 
tices will be paid 60c. an hour. 

Offer was promptly approved by 
flacks, and Bill Edwards, prexy of 
SPG, announced: 


‘The producers and Screen Pub- 


| licists Guild have amicably adjusted 


their differences and the Guild mem- 
bership has instructed its negotiat- 
ing committee to proceed with sign- 


a contract. One of the princi- 
pal points at issue was adjusted 
when the producers agreed that un- 
just dismissals would constitute a 


grievance and would be handled as 
such. 

‘On the demands for 100% Guild 
shop the Guild and producers agreed 
in principle with certain slight modi- 
The producers agreed that 


dition of employment.’ 

A grievance committee will be ap- 
handle disputes arising 
dismissals, with understanding 


severance pay. 
agreed that producers could hire 
flacks outside the SPG, with the un- 
derstanding that would be given a 
ceriain period in which to affiliate 
with the SPG if they desired to con- 
tinue their employment. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Office Em- 
ployes Guild has adopted a new con- 
stitution and by-laws which pro- 
hibits calling of a strike without a 
favorable vote by a majority of the 
full membership. Under the old 
constitution a majority of those pres- 


f the 














ent at a membership meeting could 
order a walkout. 
Studio Contracts 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Wilson Collison inked writer pact 
at Metro. 

Bert Teitlebaum renewed as head 
of Warners’ art department. 

Warners lifted Maris Wrixon’s 
player option. 

Bruce Bennett handed acting deal 
at Columbia. 

Universal hoisted player option on 
Anne Gwynne. 

Metro signed John Monk and Fred 


Finklehoffe as a writing team. 


Bonita Granville handed pact at 
Metro, 

Warners wrote new acting ticket 
for Brenda Marshall. 

Republic lifted Don Barry’s player 
option. 

William Lundigan inked player 
deal at Warners. 

Universal signed five-year acting 


deal with Barbara O'Neill. 

20th-Fox renewed Peverell Mar- 
ley for one year as cameraman. 

Charles R. Rogers filed minor con- 
tracts with Gloria Carter, Richard 
Clayton, Scotty Beckett, Bennie 
Bartlett and Donald Brenon. 

Clay Campbell, makeup chief at 
20th-Fox, renewed for one year. 

George Montgomery inked actor 
contract at 20th-Fox. 

Universal signed Billy Lenhart and 
Kenneth Brown, moppets. 

Kay Van Riper signed new writ- 
ing ticket at Metro. 

Republic signed Eugene 
Stuart Anthony 


Tuttle and 


to writing deals. 


| enson 


<_< 








A’s IATSE 


Continued from page 1 


A's official 





avoid,’ one Four 
yesterday. 


said 


One possible result of the failure 
of yesterday’s conference may be the 


|tieup of the Four A’s with the United 
Studio Technicians’ Guild, an indie 
union which has been fighting 
encroach on the IATSE domain 
Hollywood. Another possibility 
mediately mentioned was an. alli- 
ance with the CIO. Four A’s heads 


in 


loyalty to the AFL and minimized 
the chance of a CIO tieup, but yes- 





yesterday conferred at length with 
the Equity council regarding his or- 





| initiated on the Coast last week by | 
| J. W. Buzzell, of the 
| Central Labor Council, and C, 

Haggerty, of the California Seeks 
, Federation of Labor. Talks ete | 
place last Thursday, Frgday and Sat- 
;urday (24-26) between Ralph Mor- 
| gan, president, and Kenneth Thom- 
son, executive-secretary, for the 
Guild, and John F. Gatelee and 
!Frank Stickling, for the IATSE. 
| Morgan, Thomson and Laurence 
| Beilenson, SAG attorney, planed east 
‘over the weekend and went into 
conference yesterday noon (Tues- 
day) with George E. Browne, presi- 
dent, and James J. Brennan, vice- 


| president, of the IATSE. 


Session was held at the Four A’s 
headquarters in N. Y., after the ar-| 
rival of Morgan, Thomson and Beil- 
on Monday (28). 
| A’s board held a five-hour meeting 
to consider tentative proposals sub- 
mitted by the IATSE on the Coast. 
Thomson and Paul Dullzell, Equity 
executive-secretary, were named 
spokesmen to confer with Browne 
and Brennan, with definite 
tions as to what terms would be ac- 
ceptable. 

In substance, the plan worked out | 
in Atlantic City by AFL prez Wil- 
liam Green and v.p. Matthew Woll, 
and subsequently voted down by the 
AFL executive committee, was the 
minimum Thomson and Dulizell 
were authorized to accept. 


Browne’s Telegraphic Broadside 


to | 


im- | 
have from the first reiterated their | 


terday’s developments appeared to} 


bring such an_ affiliation much | 
nearer. 

| As an indication of the united | 
stand the various Four A’s unions | 
;may be expected to take, Ralph | 
Morgan, Screen Actors Guild prez, 


ganization’s attitude on the entire | 
situation. 

Negotiations for a_ settlement of | 
the Four A’s-IATSE dispute were | 


Los Angel ’ 





| 


| 


instruc- | 
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C10 Angle Looks Hotter in N. Y. 





According to CIO sources in N 


ew York, the possibility of Four A's 


affiliation with the John L. Lewis organization was greatly enhanced 


by the breakup of conferences yesterday (Tuesday) between the Fy 
It has been lear 


A’s and IATSE. 
overtures to the actors’ union and 
been discussed. 

Chance that a CIO-Four A's al 
stoppage of nearly all theatrical 
Lewis aides. But from recent For 
‘war’ is inevitable anyhow. 
be able to offer vital assistance to 

Regarding assertions that AFL 
| work with the actors if the latter 
| refusal would breach any existing 
| AFL unions. 


‘A Four A’s-CIO deal is not off 
Said yesterday (Tuesday). 


According to the CIO reps, they 


ur 
ned that the CIO has made positive 
that at least tentative proposals have 


liance would result in an immediate 
and film production is admitted by 
ir A’s-IATSE moves, it figured that a 
would 
the actors in the coming fig ht. 

unions on the Coast would refuse t 
went CIO, it’s pointed out that such 
g closed shop contracts held by the 


In that case, the CIO asserts it is ready to supply enough 
workers in all crafts to keep production moving. 


by any means,’ one Lewis executive 


‘It’s more probable than ever now.’ 








SAG Shying Away From Any C10 





| B’way Play Draws 


Muni From Pictures 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 


Paul Muni goes back to the Broaa- | 
way stage to play in Maxwell Ander- | 
as soon as he fin- | 


son's ‘Key Largo’ 
ishes his current job in ‘We Are Not | 
Alone’ at Warners. 

No definite time limit is set on 
Muni's stage work under his studio 
contract, which calls for 
tures in five years. 


50 EXTRAS ON U 


The Four | 


FILM WALK OFF 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Fifty of 200 extras working in bat- 
tle scenes for Universal's ‘Tower of 
London’ were replaced Monday after | 
producer-director Rowland Lee no- 


tified the front office that the flint 
refused to cooperate and tossed away | 


their spears, helmets and _ other 
equipment in the thick of fighting. 
| Protest was filed with the Screen 
Actors Guild, and an investigation 


Meanwhile, a number of other de- | 


velopments had taken place on vari- | 


ous fronts in the involved struggle. 
One of the most important was 
Browne’s action last Wednesday 


night (23) in sending wires to all his 
more than 800 IATSE locals, serving 
notice that the stagehands were defi- 
nitely in the battle against the Four 
A’s. 
Message 
found it necessary 
tect its entire 
isdiction to issue a charter 
American Federation of 
therefore see to it that all persons 


‘Since the 
in order 
members 


IATSE 
to pro- 
hip and jur 
to the 


“ein 
Sala, 


performing work under their juris- 
diction be members of that organi- 
zation and render them every as- 


sistance.’ 

In New York, Whitehead again as- 
serted that the IATSE charter to the 
AFA gave it representation over ‘al] 
artists in the entire amusement field.’ 


He said ‘everything we do is re- 
ported to Browne’ and then added 
that the question of a stagehands 


strike on Broadway was 
to Browne.’ 


‘entirely up 
Sophie Tucker’s Hearing 
While Browne and Whitehead 
were thus notifying the Four A’s of 
their readiness to begin actual hos- 


| ders. 


Actors, | 


|} were read to her 


tilities in the long sputtering war- 
fare, Equity finally held its hearing 
of the ‘disloyalty’ charges against | 
Sophie Tucker, AFA president ac- 


cused of participating in the AFA 
charter application to the 
Hearing had previously been sched- 
uled for last Tuesday (22), but was 
postponed until Thursday (24) at 


IATSE. | 


the request of Harry Richman, AFA | 


vice-president 
temporary 


who is also under 
suspension on_= similar 
charges. Richman’s case was slated 
for a hearing yes sterday (Tuesday), 
but was set back until Sept. 26 to 
permit it the singer to fll a Chicago 
nitery engagement at the Chez 
Paree. 

As she had indicated from the first 
Miss Tucker refused to attend the 
Equity hearing of the charges against 
her, on the ground that her attorney, 
Abraham J. Halprin, wc: not permit- 

| ted to be present. 


>| mained unavailable for 


Equity council suspended Miss | 
Tucker ‘until the council shali decide 
the suspension be lifted.’ Bert Ly- 


tell, vice-president of the association, 


{tears and 


is under way. 

Extre= are drawing $11 
against the $8.25 scale 
difficult work. 


a day as 


due to the 





issued a statement saving, ‘It is 
considered opinion of her 
members that full responsibility for 
this present serious 
be placed on Sophie 


, 


the 


situation must 


Tucker's shoul- 
Informed of 
Tucker at first 


the susper sion, Miss 
seemed to take it in 
her stride. ‘I didn’t expect anything 
else,’ she remarked, ‘and I shall con- 
tinue with the IATSE.’ But when 
the statements of Equity 
she appeared great- 
affected. Her eyes filled 
her lips trembled. Then 
she recovered somewhat, and called 


ly 


out, ‘Print it in biack type, boys, 
print it in black type,’ as reporters 
left. Whitehead, who was present, 
merely smiled. 
Freedley in a Spot 

Vinton Freedley, whose decision to 
reopen ‘Leave It to Me’ at the Im- 
perial, N. Y., next Monday night (4) 
may precipitate a stagehand waikout. 
wrote a letter to Miss Tucker last 
Saturday (26), urging her, in the 


interests of the 115 other members of 
the cast, to put herself back in good 
standing in Equity and 
tion was her fault. 
Miss Tucker Subsequently stated 
that she resented being blamed for 
the situation, that the fault was en- 


Saying situa- 


tirely Equity’s and that she would | 


continue to remain in AFA. 
Theatrical Protective No. 1, the 
New York stagehands’ local, met 
Sunday (27) and virtually without 


discussion passed a resolution en- | 
dorsing Browne's action in chartering | 
AFA and had ‘no 


Say ing the union 


alternative but to obey the dictates | 


of the international.’ 
Although Freedley himself re- 
was variously reported that he in- 
tended to reopen his musical next 
Monday night with (a) Miss Tucker. 
(b) an understudy, (c) Charlotte | 
Greenwood, who had originally been 


offered the part, and (d) Belle 
Baker, who is now on the Coast. | 
That whole phase of the matter re- 


mained wncertain 


nine pic- | 


fellow | 


leaders | 


with | 


comment, it | 


Tieup; Fears Studio Repercussions 


+ 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

Collective bargaining election 
among major studio employes 
in Hollywood was ordered for 
Sept. 21 today by the National 
| Labor Relations Board. 
| Election would setile dispute 
| between the International Alli- 
| ance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
| ployes and United Studio Tech- 
| nicians Guild for control of rep- 
| resentation of sound and camera- 
| men, lab workers, 
and technicians 


mechanics 
wardrobe, 





| makeup and hair-stylist em- 
| ployes. 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Screen Actors Guild is shying 
away from any tieup with the CIO. 
Several flattering overtures have 
been tossed out by leaders in the 


Congress of Industrial Organizations, 
but the actors have confined their 
actions to listening If actual war- 
fare starts between the actors and 
'stagehands, and the former pull 
away from the American Federation 
of Labor, chances are the actors will 
go on their own as an independent 
| organization. 


The Screen Actors 
feel their chances of 


Guild 


success @S & 


leaders 


|}C1IO unit are less than 100 to 1. In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes and other AFL or- 
ganizations would refuse to work 
side by side with them in the siu- 


'dios. These would 
raphers, grips, carpenters, 
electricians, musicians, etc. 

There also would be a possibility 
of the IATSE refusing to screen pic- 
tures made by CIO actors. Since the 

IA controls the projectionists and ex- 
change workers, such a situation 


include photog- 
t€amsters, 


would result in practically every the- 
atre in the country being shuttered. 
All internationals in AFL have al- 
ready nledged their support to the 
movement to keep the CIO out of 
ithe studios. This was the purpose 
of the Producer-Labor Basic Agree- 
ment Conference in Newark last 
week, 

In addition, any CIO units in the 
studios would find it practically im- 
possible to make location trips. They 
could not go 15 miles outside the 
studios without running into AFL 
jurisdiction. On such occasions ban 
would be placed on CIO workers, 


and even if they were permitted 10 
work, film companies would have to 
hire an AFL worker for 
each CIO man. 

Knowledge of this situation 
tain to result in overwhelming defeat 


standby 


iS cCeT- 


of United Studio Technicians Guild 
when the National Labor Relations 
Board conducts an election next 
month to determine a_ bargaining 
representative for 12.000 film tech- 
nical workers. Jurisdiction over 
men is now claimed by the IATSE. 
Both groups have entered into a 


stipulation with the NLRB provia- 
ing that the election must be held on 
or before Sept. 23. The agreement, 
however, provides the IATSE con- 
tract with the producers shall remain 
(in full force and effect, only the 
closed shop provision being sus- 
| pended until five days after the elec- 
| tien, 
Prepare Eligibility Lists 

Technical employes who worked 60 
days during the period from Jan. ], 
1939, to July 15, 1939, will be eligi- 
| ble to vote. Major studios have been 
| given until Sept. 8 to prepare eligi- 
| bility lists from which a master list 
, will be compiled by NLRB. The 
| stipulation was approved by Joseph 
Padnew, John F. Gatelee and 
| Frank Stickling for the IATSE, with 
Charles J, Katz signing for the USTG 
23) 


| A. 


(Continued on page 
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Dramatists’ and Films Royalty Ideas | 


Details of the Dramatists Guild and film company proposals for deter- 
mining the price of picture rights to legit plays are shown in the follow ing 
charts. In all cases, the figures are merely tentative, and are subject to 
further study and negotiation between the two groups, 

GUILD’S PROPOSAL 

In addition to a $15,000 ‘bonus’ paid to the author at the time of signing 
the contract, the price would be determined according to the following 
scale of royalties based on the weekly legit gross: 


For the first 





Weekly gross For ali over 


on Bway. 30 weeks 30 weeks 
First $5,000 10% 10% 
Next $5,000 15% 12%% 
Over $10,000 20% 15% 


There would be a straight 10% royalty on the road. All royalties would 

be payable as earned. 
HOLLYWOOD'S PROPOSAL 

There would be an ‘advance’ payment of $5,000 for the first week the 
show ran on Broadway, plus $2,500 for the second week and $7,500 for the 
third week. (But since the legit producer would get a 40% share, if the 
play ran three weeks, the author’s share of the $15,000 would be only 
$9,000, therefore the third week would actually bring him only $1,500 over 
the $7,500 ‘advance’ for the first two weeks.) The above ‘advance’ pay- 
ments would be charged against the final price, to be determined accord- 
ing to following scale of royalties based on the weekly legit gross, but 
allowing for the varying operating production costs: 


Shows operating at cost 


of less than $5,600 First 15-week Second 15-week All over 
a week period period 30 weeks 
First $5,000 weekly gross 15% 10% 10% 
Wext $5,000 weekly gross 20% 15% 1244% 
Over $10,000 weekly gross 25% 20% 15% 
Shows operating at cost 
af $5 008.815 000 
a week 
First $5,000 weekly gross 10% 10% 10% 
Next $5,000 weekly gross 15% 1242% 1242% 
Over $10,000 weekly gross 20% 153% 15% 


Shows operating at cost of more than $15,000 a week would be figured on 
a@ straight 742% royalty of the gross, regardless of the number of weeks 
they might run. 

Royalties from the road would be a straight 10% for shows operating at 
@ cost of up to $15,000 a week, and 5% for shows operating at a cost of over 
$15,000 a week. 

Note: Under both Guild and Hollywood proposals, on Broadway runs of 
less than three weeks, the entire proceeds of the picture price would go 
to the author; after three weeks the legit producer would get a 40% split. 
That is the same sharing system that exists under the present minimum 
basie agreement. 


‘DISRAELY UP FOR 3D 
TIME AT WARNER BROS. 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. Efforts are under way at the New 
‘Disraeli’ comes up for the third | York World’s Fair to give Local 306 | 
time under a new arrangement at | complete domination of all projec- 
Warners, whereby Michael Hogan| tion equipment in operation at the 
has been taken off the script of ‘The | exposition. At one juncture a couple 
Villa On the Hill’ and assigned to do of weeks ago No. 306 t 








306 Gets Jurisdiction 





a new screen play on the Victorian | call a strike if not giver full control. 
prime minister, | 

Picture was first produced at! now is 
United Artists in 1921 and at War-| peaceably. 
ners in 1928. It will be filmed in| 

0. ¥, an 

it is understood that Grover Whalen 
has been induced to write to No. 3 
explaining that jurisdiction over all 
projection has been given to No. 306. 
Luther Reed, chairman of the ex- 


Hector’ S ‘Passage, | hibitors’ projection committee, is re- 
ported sending a letter to all using 
Other M- G Testees picture equipment at the fair in- 


settled without war. Otherwise it 
will be shot in Hollywood. 





| forming them that No. 306 has | 
adopted a wage scale and has the | 


Louis Hector, ‘leit « character actor, 
leaves this week to go into Metro’s . 
‘Northwest Passage.’ He was tested i Se 1 Se ee ee 
last week in N . York. His last | TS 5" yuld get rid of all non-union 
é veek nh New ¢ § las “ ‘ 
Sraadwar app niga wee % “Out and No. 3 men currently employed 

fOaaway ¢ earance fas in Ul= | 
ward Bound.’ ee 

Studio also tested a number of| ‘ ’ 

' 
Other legit players for the same film Zorina Tops Toes 
but hasn't decided on any of them 


right to operate. Implication in this 


letter 


They include Frances Starr, Percy 
Kilbride, Percy Waram, Herbert | Hollywood, Aug. 29 
Hoey, Lee Baker, Byron Russell,| 75, 


: ; . ina gets star 
Charles Campbell and Dorothy Sad-| y,5u, Toes’ 

lier. William Liebling is agenting 
all the deals, 


Levy Out of MPTOA 


Ed Kuykendall, 


billing in ‘On 
under the latest stellar 
rating ordered by Jack L. Warner. 
Danct 2r and her husband, George 
Balanchine, are east, having cancelled 
European sailing plans. She's set for 
a Rodgers-Hart musical for Dwight 
Wiman this winter. 





| 
E 
| 








sangha of the 


Motion Picture Theatre Owners of Gloria Stuart in Reaiiey 


America, announced the resignation 
sean atin: its ymbay, Aug. 12. 
of Edward G. Levy as general coun- ; yon ite 8 
Sel of the MPTOA. Levy was in- | Film actress Gloria Stuart and 
active in the organization's affairs hubby, 
for more than a year, |scripter, stopped at Bombay and 
Levy, who is also secretary of the Ceylon while on their Far Eastern 


MPTO of Connecticut, was last week tour, and celebrated their fifth wed- | 


Sentenced to a one-year prison term ding anniversary in Bombay. 

after ae guilty to a conspiracy The Sheekmans are on their way 
char; involving city officials of to London, where Miss Stuart ex- 
Wate: rbuy, Conn. : pects to make a film. 


. 


Over N. Y. Fair Films 


; 
threatened to } 


But the projection union epparently 
going to force the issue | 


: Jurisdiction was given to Local | 
England if the Polish problem is/| 306 by the head of IBEW, No. 3, and | 


Arthur Sheekman, free-lance | 


VARIETY > 
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DRAMATIoTo, PIA 
EAGHANGE (DEAD 


Playwrights Guild Insists on 
$15,000 Guarantee, 
Sliding Scale—Coast End 
Has Complicated Schedule 











Lake Warner 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Warners started digging 1,000,- 
000-gallon lake on the back lot 
for two pictures, ‘The Sea Hawk’ 
and ‘John Paul Jones.’ 
Pool will be kept as a perma- 
nent set for sea films. 





NEARING ACCORD 





With the issues now narrowed 
down to a few clearly defined points, 
representatives of the film companies 


and the Dramatists Guild are virtu- 
ally ready to reach an agreement for ores 
the return of Hollywood financing to 
Broadway production. Principal dif- 
ficulty thus far has been clarifying S L ( o,° 9 
t. Loo Uritic s 
P Its Pi 


the differences in the conflicting 
St. Louis, Aug. 29 


viewpoints. 
In general, two broad plans for 
Probably for the first time in locai 
history an exhibitor bought space in 


establishing the picture price of 
legit plays have been outlined. 
Guild’s plan calls for a $15,000 guar- 
antee, plus a sliding scale of roy- 
alties based on the Broadway and 
road run, Schedule outlined by the 

the daily rags to lash out at a news- 

paper film critic for an unfavorable 

review. Last week in a one column 

seven-inch ad, surrounded by a 

two O! | black border, Fanchon & Marco took 

a pot shot at Colvin McPherson, re- 


film end would establish the price 
on a more complicated sliding scale 
of royalties, with an allowance for 
the running cost of the legit produc- 
tion, and with a maximum $9,000 
guarantee, according to whether the 
Broadway run equals one, 

three weeks, 

Drafts of the two plans have been | viewer of the Post-Dispatch (p.m.) 
exchanged by the Hollywood and | for his remarks about ‘When Tomor- 
Guild representatives and both sides |row Comes,’ which became a hold- 
are studying them. Idea is to re-|oyer Friday (25). The ad appeared 
port back in a few weeks, with the |jn the Globe-Democrat 
possibility of some changes and a|Tjimes but not the Post-Dispatch. 
possible alternative plan being pre- Ad started off, ‘Public vs. Critics”, 
sented to the Guild council. It’s} and continued in this vein: ‘Should 











place for several weeks, because the | pwn personal opinion or from the 
Guild’s two representatives, Sidney | pyblie’s point of view? May we cite 
Fleischer, attorney, and Luise Sill-|g specific example. 
cox, executive-secretary, are out Of|son commented on the very fine 
town and their reactions to the film | crowd on hand to see the opening of 
company proposals are unknown the Irene Dunne-Charles Boyer hit, 

But certain Guild council mem- |‘when Tomorrow Comes,’ now at the 
bers who have been informed of the | Ambassador theatre...and glumly 
studio proposal, indicate that in most predicted a rapid decline when the 
respects it seems a reasonable ap- public found it to be no ‘Love Affair’ 
proach to the problem. Thought 
likely that when the Guild’s spokes- ‘Now! Let’s take a look at the rec- 
men return, the matter may be|/ord! ‘When Tomorrow Comes’ 
readily boiled down to an agree- opened to record-breaking patron- 
ment, age...62% greater than ‘Love Affair’ 
..both pictures did capacity business 








(in his opinion).’ 


: : : | 41. - y acon 
business Iti SIX Uays than ‘Love Af- 


Coast, Rather Than A. C, Movie Goer, 
tertainment! And we know you'll 

Earl Carroll has closed a deal to pick Cary Grant and Carole Lom- 
produce one picture for Paramount | bard in ‘Name Only’ and Bette Davis 
in Hollywood. Production sched- | in ‘The Old Maid’ due soon at the 
uled, to start Oct. 25, will be bud- | Ambassador as ‘Must See’ attrac- 
geted for $1,000,000 | tions. 

Film, titled ‘Hollywood Portals’| **When Tomorrow Comes’ is being 
will use 60 girls from Carroll’s coast 
restaurant-cabaret in the _ picture. 
Director and leads have not yet been 
selected. 

Negotiations are on for the staging 
of a beauty contest in Hollywood 
| Bowl next summer, under the direc- 


~ f + ah > 7 r 
tion of the forme legit rey 











sure to see it! That’s the answer. 
Yours for greater 


Fox-Missouri Theatres) 


Y) he 
e pro 


| arta - _ rd ‘on 4 FOREST FIRES STALL 

| » - . { 

isuch events at Atlantic City, figures 

j the Coast a more logical locale a1 i| 6 AN W y’ FILM 
it is “ sible the Jersev resort may 

| lose that September fixture after th 

| seaso! "ts arreall alen Mantio ai 

| water show in the Bowl along the _SOUy WOO, AUR. a 

P a? Oregon forest fires, yy , up 
lines of the Aquacade in connection os ‘At , Il] , 

° rk r} > nc ! l! LiInois 
with the contest. a oe Alt pian aot abel 
ALS Ee | have caused a postponement of the 





|second Max Gordon-Harry Goetz 


Ri t Fi | 20th P t film production, ‘The American 
HZes ina e ac | Way.’ Shooting of ‘Lincoln’ will re- 
e |quire eight more weeks, after which 
On Loanout: Test New Trio Gordon opens two stage shows on 
Broadway before starting work on 
‘American.’ 

Picture will not get under way 

until late in December. 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Contract between the Ritz Bros. 
;} and 20th-Fox winds up with the trio | 
O ra) oan to Republic as stars in} 
ai: Pecado as tak” casting aaas a | HALF A MARQUEE 

Original plan was to send the Hollywood, Aug. 23. 
2itzes into ‘Three Blind Dates,’ dock- Linda Darnell gets co-star billing 
eted for Sept. 18, but studio set the; with Tyrone Power in ‘Daytime 
nicture back to a later start. Three | Wife,’ due to roll late next month at 
| Nonchalants, currently in the.Ear] | 20th-Fox. 
Carroll show, are taking tests as pos- Nancy Kelly, 

sible successors to the Ritz freres in | nounced for the part, goes into ‘The 
| ‘Dates.’ ' Bluebird,’ starting Sept. 5 


and Star-| 


doubted if anything definite can take critics review a picture from their | 


Colvin McPher- 


| on Saturday and Sunday...And| 
| CARROLL’ S PAR PIC ‘When Tomorrow Comes’ did more 
| 

| Alse Sees Nat'l Bea Beauty Contest On| fair’ did in 9! Mr. and Mrs. St. Louis | 
you can pick your en-| 


held over because so many people} < 
are telling all of their friends to be 


entertainment. | 
Fanchon and Marco ‘(Ambassador- | 


previously an- | 


Writers Charge Producer Threat 


To Blast Them Out of Biz; Phone 
Blacklist Told at NLRB Hearing 


Plus . 





Hollywood, Aug. 29 

Breach between producers and 
Screen Writers Guild has been 
widened by the testimony of top- 
flight writers that their executives 
threatened to blast them out of the 
industry if the SWG amalgamaied 
with the Authors League of America 
and limited contracts to two years 
Names of Darryl F. Zanuck, Sam 
Briskin, B. B. Kahane, L. B. Mayer, 
(the late) Irving G. Thalberg, Wil- 
liam Koenig, Jack L. Warner and 
other studio heads were drawn into 
the SWG complaint hearing before 
the National Labor Relations Board. 


Writer after writer paraded to the 
witness stand to charge that film 
executives had threatened them with 
a ‘telephone blacklist’ that would 
blast them out of the business. The 
scriveners also charged that the com- 
panies had refused to recognize the 
SWG as ordered by the NLRB, and 
had held the Screen Playwrights’ 
contract over the Guilders’ head as a 
threat, in an effort to drive a close 
bargain with the writers. 

Testifying to a meeting of 35 or 40 
writers in the Green Room of the 
Warners Commissary in May, 1936, 
; Dalton Trumbo stated: 
| ‘After we had gathered for the 
| meeting we waited for about an hour 
| before Mr. Warner came. He said 
| he was sorry to have kept us wait- 
| ing, but that he had been out playing 
golf. He specifically mentioned the 
Screen Writers Guild and Article 12 

He said the producers won't tolerate 
| passage of the article. He claimed 
| we were being misled by our leaders 
and called them a bunch of cheap 
soap box so-and-so’s. He also claimed 
that many of our leaders were then 
under investigation by the Depart- 
| ment of Justice. 
| ‘He said that he personally didn’t 

care what happened, that he had 
| $5,000,000 in cold cash and so far as 
| he was concerned the studio could 
close tomorrow. He said there are 
many writers in the Screen Writers 

Guild who will find themselves out 
of business if Article 12 passes. He 
said there won't be any biacklist, it 
all will be done over the telephone.’ 

L. B. Mayer testified he knew of 
the writer disturbance in 1936, but 
that details of handling it were left 
to Irving G. Thalberg and E. J. Man- 


oS 





| 


nix. 


Called Ingrate, Sez Scribe 

Luci Ward testified that Jack L. 
| Warner, in urging her to resign from 
|the SWG, stated, ‘I am having 
enough trouble with these lousy ac- 
tors without worrying about you 
writers... The witness said she was 
called an ingrate and was asked if 
she did not appreciate what the pro- 
jucers had done for her. Ward said 
she replied that she did appreciate 
| it, but that she also felt she had done 
considerable for Warner 

Promoted from a stenographer to 


writer on the Warners staff, Miss 
| Ward testified he completed het 
first three scripts on a stenographer’s 
} alary of $25 week, later learning 

that her secretary vy paid $32.50 


week during that period. 
Tess Slesinger said Irving G. Thal- 


| berg tried to persuade her to quit the 
| SWG, stating he ‘believed in unions 
{ 

|for laborers but not for dignified 
people like writers.’ 


Richard Maibaum told NLRB that 
Thalberg had advised him that $1 
out of every $9 spent in the industry 
went to writers and that they should 
show some loyalty for it instead of 
blindly following ‘a bunch of red 
leaders.’ 

Mary C. McCall, Jr., told of a con- 
versation with Joseph M. Schenck at 
|a meeting of the Motion Picture Re- 
| tiet Fund. She said the prexy of the 


| Producers’ Association stated, ‘All 
| the good writers are in the Screen 
| Playwrights.’ 

Sidney Buchman claimed B. B 
Kahane accused him on trying to 


reform the SWG because a bunch of 

|ears had been seen in front of his 
| (Buchman’s) home. He testified Ka- 
hane told him Howard Emmett Ros.- 
} (Continued on page 21) 
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Refund Claim May Upset Community 
Property Law in Cal., 7 Other State 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

Family budget arangements 
many highly paid film couples may 
be affected by action of Mrs. Corinne 
Griffith Marshall, former star of si- 
lent screen, who last week ap- 
pealed to the U. S. Supreme Court 


for ruling on her battle to recover 
from Uncle Sam $23,275 which she 


claims she overpaid on her 1930 in- | 


come tax. 


Mrs. Marshall, wife of George 


Preston Marshall, Washington laun- | 
dryman and sportsman, who owns | 


the Washington Redskins, pro foot- 
ball team, tossed her problem in 
Supreme Court’s lap with writ of 
certiorari filed by her attorneys, 
C. Leo Dorsey, Bernard Nordlinger 
and Milton King. 

Dispute involves question of com- 
munity property laws of California, 
which provide wife gets half the 


husband’s income and husband gets | 
half the wife’s income, each paying | 


tax on half total earnings. In 1930, 


Corinne Griffith was the wife of | 


Hollywood producer, 
rosco, from whom she was divorced 
four years later. Seeking to evade 
community property law, they 
agreed that what each earned was 
Own personal property and not sub- 
ject to half-and-half split. Miss 
Griffith in 1939 reported net earn- 
ings of $283,821, while Morosco filed 
return on net earnings of $55,442. 
In that they had lumped their in- 
comes and divided them according to 
California law, each would have paid 
tax on $169,631, and each would have 
owed tax of about $32,000. However, 
Miss Griffith stood by her agree- 
ment with Morosco and paid a tax of 
$55,442 on her own income, while | 


of | 


Walter Mo-| 


| been 
| 





'MONO’S $40,000 NET: 
DERR-BRAND’S DEAL 


Net profit of Monogram Pictures 
| Corp. for the six-month period end- 
| ing June 30 will be approximately 
' $40,000. Report was passed on at 
,a board of directors’ meeting Mon. 
| (28) which was attended by W. Ray 
Johnston, William B. Jaffe, J. A. 
Sisto, O. Henry Briggs, Trem Carr, 
Scott R. Dunlap, Leon Fromkess and 
Herman Rosenblatt. 

Proxy committee for forthcoming 
| annual stockholders meeting Oct. 5 
was chosen, consisting of Johnston, 
Briggs and Sisto. Nominations for 
election of a new board of directors 
on that date were also held. Present 
board will carry over with the ex- 
ception of Sol. A. Rosenblatt and 
Leon Fromkess, 
urer of the company, respectively. 

Failure to renominate Sol A. 
Rosenblatt resulted from pressure of 
Rosenblatt’s business affairs. William 
B. Jaffe, law partner of Rosenblait, 
was nominated in his place. Steve 
| Broyden, Monogram’s Boston fran- 
chise-holder, was named to succeed 
Fromkess on the board because of 
the company’s policy of having a 
distribution representative on the di- 
rectorate. 

Board discussed status of the E. B. 
Derr-Jerry Brandt Pyramid Pictures 
contract providing for production of 
a series of eight pictures. Original 
pact called for the Derr combination 
to turn out four Marcia Mae Jones 
films for Monogram, but these plans 
have been abandoned. There have 
reports that Brandt-Derr’s 
financing arrangements might result 
in dropping of the Mono contract 








counsel and treas- | 


Doc Martin te Produce 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

Educational two-reelers on diseas€és 
is the program of a new film com- 
pany organized by Dr. Harry W. 
Martin, Hollywood physician and 
|former member of the State Ath- 

letic Commission. 

Outfit plans 12 shorts On as many 
ailments, with James Morgan as pro- 
duction chief and Dr. Martin as tech- 
nical advisor. Negotiations are on 
for 20th-Fox release. 








BLDG.; COUPLE 
REOPEN 


Dallas, Aug. 29. 
M. White, Dallas, builder of 
White and Dal-Sec, nabes here, will 
have work started in a month on 
Hemphill, new nabe in Fort Worth, 
seating 900. 


c 


Oe 





Interstate’s 1,200-Seater 
Galveston, Aug. 29. 
Plans for modern 1,200-seater to 
be located on proposed new $1,500,- 
000 recreation pier here and leased 
by Interstate being drafted. 





Floyd Price Expanding 
Charlestown, W. Va., Aug. 29. 

Opening of the new nabe State is 
set for Sept. 12, unit in the Ohio cir- 
cuit headed by Floyd Price of New- 
ark. It’s a 670-seater. First West 
Virginia house of the circuit was 
opened Tuesday at Lewistown. The 
Lewis there has 650 seats. 








Frisco’s Ist Newsreeler 
San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
Telenews, Frisco’s first newsreel 


Dozen Shorts on Diseases 


NEW THEATRE 





Poor's Survey on Films’ Prospects 


Upturn in theatre attendance and boxoffice receipts for the latter 
half of 1939 is looked for in the motion picture industry, according to 
Poor’s Surveys. Reduced amortization charges on films to be released 
in the next six months will help to hold receipts at slightly higher 
levels than the same six-month period in 1938. 

Current estimates are that total production cost of films to be made 
during the '39-'40 season will reach in the neighborhood of $176,000,000, 
or 20% higher than the previous year. Under present production plans, 
only a 4% increase in feature and western releases is in prospect, al- 
though more ‘A’ pictures will be produced than heretofore. 

Theatre Construction 

There were fewer theatre construction contracts let during the first 
six months of 1939 than there were in 1938. Contracts totalled $11,638.- 
000 as against $12,086,000 in ‘38. Indications for theatre expansion in 
the next six months are not bright due to lack of incentive for build- 
ing new film outlets or enlarging present ones. Should upswing in 
theatre receipts be realized, it will result in definite improvement in 
buiiding situation. 

Export Market Off 

Exports of positive motion picture prints to the United Kingdom 
during the first half of 1939 showed a considerable drop under the 1938 
total for this period. A drop of nearly 37% reflected the unsettled 
European situation, but this may be somewhat countered by increased 
exportation to Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, which are among the five 
leading foreign markets for U. S. producers. 

Developments in Europe the next six months will tell the story, 
but in general hardly anything better than moderate gains are looked 
for in the coming months. 


Over Sixty Screen Byliners Form 
Newspaper Film Critics of America 








By HARRY MARTIN 
The Newspaper Film Critics of 
America bounced into being over 
the weekend in New York as up- 
wards of 60 film editors from around 
the country came to Broadway on 


did not get to them in time. It was 
primarily because of their absence 
that the plans were kept as tentative 
as they were. 


| 
| 
| Elevate Trade Standards 





| Purpose as outlined i s 
the heels of Universal's ‘Under-Pup’ | press gp yc Berd 
(Gloria Jean) junket to Scranton, | morning said NFCA would be in- 
| Pa. | tended to ‘elevate standards of criti- 
| Designed to give the press crix ,cism and comment on movies, co- 
|}a medium of expression all their , Operate toward the advancement of 
|}own, with annual awards, conven- | the film department as an important 


| ton, etc., the new organization will 


| factor in the American press, and co- 
make a quick attempt to enroll al! 


operate in every way for the better- 


| the scribes who were not present for | ment of the film industry.’ It was 


Morosco paid $6,754 on his $55,000 | Johnston is leaving New York for 


house, 400 seats, opens Friday night) the initial confab. 
earnings. 


pointed out that in recent years film 





news 


Then the Commissioner of Internal | 
Revenue ruled that this was wrong | 
and that the couple should have 
fumped income and paid tax ac- 
cording to community property law. 
Under the ruling, Morosco would 
have owed additional tax of about 
$25,300, while the actress would have 
been required to pay $23,275 less. 
Additional tax against Morosco, how- 
ever, has not been collected, and Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue has re- 
fused to grant the $23,275 refund to 
Mrs. Marshall. 

Many film couples have agree- 
ments similar to that maintained by 
Morosco and Miss Griffith, and, 
should the U. S. Supreme Court 


rule that all taxes must be paid| 
under community property law,| 
there would come headaches in 


Hollywood, plus a mess of figuring 
to do on taxes paid since 1927, when | 
the community property law was | 
passed in California. 

Danger involved in the agreement 
to pay separate taxes on individual 
earnings is that the person with 
greater income pays much more tax 


| 
| 


| and the Vitaphone Corp. before trial 








'the Coast today (Wed.) to see Derr (1) with invitational preview; 25c} 
and settle the matter. gate thereafter. | 
Pacific Newsreel Theatres, Inc., 

| Bre . operates Telenews as first in 
Ninor and Mantin Sue projected Coast chain. Backers are 
|Herbert Scheftel, president, New 


| York stockbroker; Edward Reeves, 


WB Over ‘Si Si’ Short 





| vice-president, of Reeves grocery 

: family; Paul Warburg, of banking 

N. Y. Supreme court Justice |¢lan; Alfred E. Burger, Manhattan 
Thomas Noonan Thursday (23) de- | realtor, 


secretary; Ww. French 
|Githens, of New York Embassy the- 
}atre, and Angier Biddle Duke of to- 
| bacco family. 


nied an application by Leo Mantin 
and Eleanore Ninor, known profes- 
sionally as Ninor and Mantin, to ex- 
amine Warners Bros. Pictures, Inc., 


New Ritz, Union, S. C. 


in connection with a $25,000 action Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 29. 


against the film companies. 





All-State chain has new Ritz, 
The plaintiffs assert that for a| latest addition to ‘‘s system, near 
number of vears they have used a | completion at Union, S. C. Early 
skit entitled ‘Si Si Senorita,” the ' fa) opening scheduled. 
title of which they assert was plagi- Cherokee Theatres. Inc., new- 
arised by the defenda..ts in a short | comer in Carolinas chains. H. H. 
with a similar title. Besides the | Everett is prexy. 
$25,000, they seek an injunction and| Dave Garwin new manager of 
| an accounting of profits. | Strand here. 
——$—$_______- | Carl Bamford, prexy, Publix- 


Cohn Back in Hurry; | Bamford Theatres, among committee 
- | backing Asheville (N. C.) $25,000- 
Sets Asher’s Quota Pix 


minimum promotion campaign. 





because Federal levies skyrocket as} Harry Cohn, Columbia Pictures 
incomes go into higher brackets. In|Pprexy, scrammed out of London 
Miss Griffith’s ease, she paid Uncle| earlier than he had planned and 
Sam 62c on each dollar over $100,-| landed in New York Monday (28) 
000. she said. {after a quick o.o. of England and 
Unless privilege to file separate re- | France. Cohn has worked out a new 
turns is destroyed by court’s fa- | contract for Irving Asher to produce 
vorable ruling for Mrs. Marshall, her | Up to eight Columbia quota pictures | 
lawyers stated, California families|in England this coming year, if the | 
and those in seven other states hav-| War scare subsides. Asher’s signa- 
ing community property laws would | ture is on the papers, with Cohn to 
enjoy ‘a new form of class privi- affix his in New York during the 
lege. a device to avoid income tax | "ext two weeks. Producer has com- 
laws.” pleted four quota films for Columbia | 
‘Sole issue now presented,’ court | this year and still has two more to! 
was told, ‘is whether husband and | &°- 
wife, domociled in California, can 
enter into an anticipatory arrange- | ** 
ment whereby they can effectively | $350. 
shift Federal income tax liability for | 
receipt of community income.’ 
Before filing Supreme Court suit, | 
Mrs. Marshall had lost a similar suit | 
in the Court of Claims, adverse rul- : . 
ing coming last May. |reason in asking the Board of Tax 
Other states having community ; Appeals to” overrule a Government 
property laws and which would be | Claim for $56,250 additional taxes and 
affected by Supreme Court’s decision | penalties of $1,956. Stated he had 
are Texas, Louisiana, Arizona, Idaho, | 0VerPaid his tax for 1933-34-35 by | 
Nevada, New Mexico and Washing- | $33,006, which should be remitted as , 
ton. | expenses of a physical trainer and 





_ 
Myers, $800 and Sidney Skolsky | 





Fields, Crosbys’ Pleas 
Washington, Aug. 29. 
W.C. Fields offered a novel expla- | 
nation here today (‘(Tues.) for his 


mn ee \for instruction in sleight-of-hand | 
. jugeling routines necessary in his 
s. : laims : . 
More U.S. Tax Cla profession. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 


Uncle Sam has filed liens for ad- 
ditional income taxes against six 


Bing Crosby and Wiima Crosby are 
,also asking redetermination of al- | 
|leged tax deficiencies of $89,467, on | 
more members of the film colony. | ground they had not been allowed | 

Anita Louise is asked for $5,484;) proper deductions for publicity, | 
Grover Jones for $3,906; Peter Lorre, | travel, fan-mail and wardrobe ex- 
$2,435; Bruce Cabot, $1,695; Carmel | penses i 


New Paris, Ky., Nabe 
Cincinnati, Aug. 29. 
Work starts next week on new 
Harry Schwartz theatre in Paris, 


Ky., approximately 400 seats. At 
present the only theatre in Paris is 
Schine’s Bourbon. However, Schine 
is currently building a colored 
house, 

New Fairment House 

Fairmont, W. Va., Aug. 29. 

Lee theatre here, 600 seating ca- 

pacity, will be erected, contract 


is expected to be let within 30 days. 
Peter M. Hulskin, of Lima, O., is 
architect selected. Owners are Co- 
lumbus Harr, Dr. Car! J. Carter and 
A. J. Colborn. 

This theatre will use entrance 
building purchased when another 
theatre was contemplated of which 


been manager. 


L. A. Zone’s New Nabes 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Plans are ready for a new 900- 
seat film house to be built by Carlin 
& Sinker to teke the place of their 
Alvarado theatre, which will be 
turned into a 15c grind. 

John Drew, operator of the Tem- 
ple, Glendale, plans to build a 15c 
house in Los Angeles. 





Fabian Relights One 
Cohoes, N. Y., Aug. 29. 
Regent (Fabian). relighted after 
being dark since June. 


New seats, | 


Tentative plans call for a con- 
vention in mid-February preceded 
| by a national poll on the 10 best pic- 
j tures, best star performers of both 
| sexes, best supporting players, with 
|the major winners to be brought to 

the gathering and presented their 
| honors formally in the presence of 
the assembled scriveners. 

Present setup is strictly tentative 
pending holding of that first 
; vention. This reporter, Harry Mar- 
itin, amusements editor of the Mem- 
| phis Commercial Appeal and Varirry 
| mugg in Memphis, was elected tem- 
| porary chairman, with Buck Her- 
|zog, of the Milwaukee Sentinel, as 
temporary secretary-treasurer. Mar- 


} 


tin and Herzog were named, on mo- | 


| tion of Boyd Martin, of the Louis- 
ville Courier-Journal, as members 
of a planning committee which also 


| should be handled. 


cone | 


has come to 
as widespread as any other, such as 
sports or finance, but that a great 
many papers have been slow in 
coming to a realization of the situ- 


hold an interest 


ation and accordingly have been re- 


luctant to treat the department as it 
In fact, one idea 


of the film editors is to sel! their 
own bosses on their work. 

Matter of serious concern with 
some critics off the record was 
whether they would be able to get 
away from their own offices long 
enough to attend a convention and 
also what the front office attitude 
will be toward expenses for such 
trips, dues, etc. A number were 
|frankly skeptical as to what their 


Pee ~ ; he , 
| includes Keith Wilson, of the Omaha | 


World-Herald, and Merle Potter, of 
| the Minneapolis Tribune. 


| was not present 


Potter | 


at the New York | 


|huddle because of his recent switch | ©°25* 


from the Minneapolis Journal, but | 


| was named because he had been one 
| of the pioneers in promoting plans 
| for some such group. 

} 

Ne Unien Angles 


| Questions abou: the naiure of the 
| Organization revealed that the edi- 
| tors have in mind a national setup 
| somewhat similar to the New York 
|Film Critics Circle. It would defi- 
| nitely not be a union or have any 
union angles of any sort, according 
to Martin, who happens to be a mem- 
| ber of the American Newspaper 
Guild’s executive board and one of 
its national vice-presidents. Per- 
centages of Guild members among 
the critics was revealed to be fairly 
high, but the 
broached in any 
NFCA discussions. 
| Although none of the New York 
| critics was present at the meeting, 
; it was stated that the out-of-towners 


maiter 
way 


was 


during 


not 
tne 


will come into the fold in a body. 
Explanation for the absence of the 
iNew York critics was that notices 





carpets, etc., installed. 
operates the Rialto here. 





Reopening After 6 Years 
Des Moines, Aug. 29. 
The Columbia, Davenport, closed 
for six years, being remodeled by 


a modern 800-seater. 


in 1913, housed vaudeville for many 
years. 


remodelling program. 


! 
| 


publishers will think, but said they 
felt a need for it and would manage 
somehow. The crix made it plain 
that they want to stand on their own 
without any subsidizing from Holly- 
wood. 

None of the critics from the West 
were present, although there 
were five from Texas, one from New 
Orleans, two from Canada and a 
flock from the middle west. This 
raised the query as to whether the 
Hollywood columnists would be con- 
sidered eligible for membership, but 
no one seemed to have a ready an- 
swer. One suggestion was that the 
group should include only those ac- 
tually serving on the editorial staffs 


of daily newspapers, which might 
eliminate some of the high-priced 
gentry from California. The com- 


mittee was left to wrestle with the 
problem. The trade press was con- 
sidered as definitely out, the feeling 


'being that they would prefer not te 


1m, © Cueer) Mniaht. was to have | are hopeful that the Manhattan press | 


be included and did not quite fit into 
the daily press awards picture, 4s 
now contemplated. 


ZANUCK MUST STAND 
EXAM. IN ‘ABE’ SUIT 


Supreme court justice Thomas 
Noonan in New York Thursday (23) 





' granted an application by Robert E. 





Fabian also | Sherwood and the Playwrights Pro- 


ducing Co., and ordered the exam- 
ination of Darryl F. Zanuck in Los 
Angeles, in connection with Sher- 
wood’s action for an_ injunction 
against 20th Century-Fox. The ex- 
amination will take place after the 


Tri-States for November opening as| plaintiffs have posted a bond for 
Theatre, built | costs and disbursements. 


Sherwood claims that the Fox pic- 


Joe Kinsky, eastern district | ture, “Young Mr. Lincoln,’ deceives 
manager for Tri-States, in charge of | the public into believing it is based 


on his play, ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois." 
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‘tar Maker’-Veloz & Yolanda Peppy 


$46,000, Chi; ‘Oz’ Mighty $23,000, 


Ginger-Vaude 





Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Loop picture business best this 
year. After last week’s flock of hold- 
overs, most houses got new pictures 
this week. ‘Wizard of Oz,’ getting 
the heaviest exploitation of the 


crop, expects the heaviest play. In 
addition to regular publicity, prac- 
tically every local columnist has a 

aragraph or two to say about it. 

ts of kids taking up seats, but 
adults going for it, too. 

Chicago theatre expecting one of 
its record weeks, billing Veloz and 
Yolanda over ‘Star Maker,’ but ex- 
pecting both the Bing Crosby film 
and the dance team to account for 
something near the top for this sea- 
gon of the year. 

‘Stanley and Livingstone,’ after 
two good weeks at the Chicago, 
switches for a third, and maybe 
more, at the Apollo. 

‘Bachelor Mother’ at Palace is do- 
ing nicely. ‘Unexpected Father’ and 
Stroud Twins at the Oriental also 
okay. awe 
‘Lady of the Tropics’ is heading 
into its third week at the Garrick 
after two good weeks at United 
Artists. 

State-Lake depending on vaude 
and the Alcatraz billing of ‘They 
All Come Out.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
e Stanley’ (20th). Third loop sesh. 
Should give house an excellent $8,- 

Last week, ‘Leading Citizen’ 
(Par), satisfactory $6,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
e—Star Maker’ (Par), with Veloz & 
Yolanda on stage. Will land this 
house a senational $46,000. Last 
week, second one for ‘Stanley’ (20th), 
got a fine $33,000. P 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 

‘Tropics’ (M-G). In for its third 
oop week. Should give this small 
house a good session at $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB), did all 
right in its third loop sesh at $4,800. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Unexpected Father’ (U) plus ‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ (Col) and vaudeville 
headed by Stroud Twins. The three 
together should get $15,000, more 
than satisfactory. Last week, ‘Ma- 
sie’ (M-G), ‘Tarzan’s Son’ (M-G) and 


despite both pictures being second 
runs. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) = and 
stage bill. Third week since house 
opened, and it looks like another 
ood one with $24,800. Last week, 

olies Bergere’ unit, in its second 


eounted for a black-ink $20,000. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55- 
65-75)—‘Hotel Women’ (20th). Set 
for $10,500. Better than good. Last 
week, ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) fair 
$9,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
Come Out 
Ambers fight film and vaude. 


gatisfactory $11,500. Last 


Fairly 


week, | 


$24 800, Others Fine 


| 











week, ‘Tropics’ (M-G) and 
Enemies’ (M-G), $7,500, good. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and ‘Some 
Like Hot’ (Par). Aiming at $8,500, 
nice, Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th) 
and ‘Could Happen’ (20th), $9,000, 
dandy. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Timber Stampede’ (RKO), ‘King 
Chinatown’ (Par) and ‘Girls Go 
Paris’ (Col), tripler; split with ‘Man 
Who Dared’ (WB), ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO-reissue) and ‘Mr. Lincoln’ 
(20th), tripler. Headed for $1,200, 
good. Last week, ‘Colorado Sunset’ 
(Rep), ‘Code Streets’ (U), and 
‘Secret Service of Air’ ‘WB), tripler, 
split with ‘Washington Square’ 
(20th), ‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘Chasing 
Danger’ (20th), tripler, $1,300, nice. 


‘Oz’ $8,000, Dawn’ 
1G Port.; Vaude 
Set for 3 Houses 


_——- — 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 29. 
‘Wizard of Oz’ is the big money- 
maker at Parker’s UA, topping the 
grosses and set in that house for 
some time to come. The UA's last 
winning pic, ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes,’ moved to the Mayfair for a 
successful second week. 
‘Each Dawn I Die’ is ringing up a 
forte $7,000 at Parker’s Broadway. 
Resumption of variety shows here 


is hitting a new high, with more 
houses becoming interested in vaude, 
Hamrick-Evergreen Theatres con- 
cluded a deal to turn over the Or- 
pheum to John Danz of Seattle, who 
immediately announced that the Or- 
pheum, under his management, 
would go in for a vaudfilm policy. 
The house rates among the four 





| leading spots in the burg. 
stage show did an all right $13,000, | 


On the heels of the Danz 
nouncement, Hamrick-Evergreen 
hastened to acquire a new house, the 
Pix, which has been running inde- 
pendently with vaudfilm. The Pix 


| Will become a first-run spot, using 


| variety acts. 
| vaudeville 


This will make three 
houses, the third being 


| the Capitol with a two-bit admish 
week, plus ‘Stole Million’ (U), ac- 


(M-G) pius Arimstrong- | 


‘ "4d 4 y¢ >. 
Fiv e Back’ (RKO) and vaude, | 
=< “a |} 11 days for strong $8,500. 


$12,000. a 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 

85-55-65-75)—‘Oz’ (M-G). Stand- 

out $23,000. Last week, “Tropics 


(M-G) (2d wk.), nice $12,300. 





Omaha Kids Give ‘Oz’ 
Great $10,000; Stunt 
Hypos ‘Time’ to 836 


Omaha, Aug. 29. 

Heavy matinees pushing ‘Wizard 
of Oz’ to a smash $10,000 at the 
Omaha with possibility of holdover 
or extra days. 

Sponsored ‘Quiz Lab’ on stage of 
Orpheum one night helping Manager 
Bill Miskell to $8,500, good. Deal is 
Quizzer show handled by a_ local 
radio station and first attempt looked 
very satisfactory. 

‘Little world series’ 
week not helping any. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue-Dundee-Military 


here during 


and subsequent run pix. Besides, 
there are two or three grinds with 
girl shows. Altogether it’s the big- 
gest vaude payroll seen here for 
many years. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 


40)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Hobby | 


i o- "at J * 
Opened with a bang | 


Family’ (WB). 
for great first week around $7,000, 
and will hold. Last week, ‘Tropics’ 
(M-G) and ‘Man Dared’ (WB) held 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 


30-35-40) —"Tomorrow Comes’ (U) 
!and ‘Miracles Sale’ (M-G). Doing 


| 


| week at the UA. 
' house 


nicely at $2,800 following first big 
Last week, this 
turned legit with “Tobacco 
Road’ in for eight sell-out perform- 


|ances at $1.65 top, closing for ter- 


' (1,800; 


rific $14,000. 
Orpheum 
30-35-40) —- ‘Coast 
(Col) and ‘Parents. Trial’ 
Average results at $3,500. 
week, ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) 
‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) also 
fairly at $3,300. 
Paramount 
(3,000; 30-35-40) — 
(WB) and ‘Million 
(RKO). Average $4,500. Last week, 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Ca- 
reer’ (RKO) ended a bang-up sec- 
ond week for good $4,200. First 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
Guard’ 
(Col). 
Last 
and 
did 


(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ 
Dollar Legs’ 


| week, big $7,000. 


| once 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—Oz’ (M-G). Answered at 
to bang-up’ exploitation and 


| into the top money from the start. 


berg) (800-650-950; 10-25)—‘Mr. Lin- | 


coln’ (20th) and ‘Tarzan Son’ (M-G), 
dual, split with ‘Little Women’ (UA- 
reissue), ‘Career’ (RKO) and ‘King 
Chinatown’ (Par),  tripler, 
$1,700. Last week, ‘Washington 
Square’ (20th) and ‘Juarez’ (WB), 
dual, split with ‘Girls Go 
(Col), ‘Code Streets’ (U) and ‘Secret 
Service’ (WB), tripler, $1,800, nice. 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) and 
Stole Million’ (Par). So-so $4,500. 
Last week, second stanza of ‘Bache- 
lor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Saint Lon- 


don’ (RKO), good for $4,000, all 
right, after first week of $6,000, 

Swell. 

: Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40 )— 
z  (M-G) and ‘Torchy Mayor’ 

WB). Heavy matinees and kids 

helping to $10,000, terrific Last 


good | 


Paris’ | 


(Gold- | First week rated big $8,000, and pic 


will hold for a run. Last week, ‘To- 
morrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Miracles 
Sale’ (M-G) did nicely at $5,300 and 
moved to the Mayfair. 


Hudson River Goes H’ wood 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Hudson River moves into the 20th- 





| Fox studio this week, prompted by 


| 


night-and-dgy construction gangs, as 
backgroun@ for tbe high-budget pro- 
duction, ‘Little Old New York.’ 

On the synthetic river will float 
a replica of Robert Fulton’s first 
steamboat, Clermont, making her 
maiden voyage. Sg xgiing starts Sept 
18 on a set occupying 30 acres 


6,000 | 


} 
an- 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 31 
Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr, 
(M-G) (16th wk.)., 
Capitol—‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) 
| (3d wk.). 
Criterion — ‘These 
Girls’ (M-G) (30), 


Chips’ 


Glamour 


Globe — ‘Angels Wash Their 
Faces’ (WB) (2). 
Music Hali—‘Fifth Ave. Girl’ 


(RKO) (2d wk.), 


Palace — ‘Chan 
Island’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 23) 


Paramount—‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
(30). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 23) 
Rivoli — ‘When Tomorrow 


at Treasure 


(4th wk.). 

Criterion—‘Payment Deferred’ 
(M-G). 

Musie 
(Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 16) 

Paramount—'‘Star Maker’ (Par) 
(2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Traffic Fury’ (U) (5). 

Rivoli — ‘When Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) (4th wk.). 

Strand—‘Dust Be My Destiny’ 
(WB) (8). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 16) 


Halli — ‘Golden Boy’ 








Cagney-Raft $9,000 In 
Prov., ‘Glamour’ OK 


Providence, Aug. 29. 

Turnstiles are playing a merry 
tune hereabouts despite high humid- 
ity. 
‘Each Dawn I Die’ is helping the 
| Majestic to one of the biggest weeks 
in a long time. ‘Bachelor Mother’ is 
| holdover at Albee, while ‘Wizard of 
Oz’ switches to Carlton for second 
downtown week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
London’ (RKO) (2d wk). Holding 
own nicely for good $4,000. Last 
week, swell $8,500. 
| Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
1 50)—Oz’ (M-G) (2d run). Strong 
| enough for hefty $5,000. Last week, 
| ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Miracles 

Sale’ (M-G) (2d run), fair $2,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Man Who 
Dared’ (WB). Matmtaining snappy 
pace for swell $9,000. Last week, 
‘Livingstone’ (20th) and ‘Quick Mil- 
lions’ (20th), hefty $8,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G) and ‘Couldn’t 
Hang’ (Col). Good $11,000 spotted. 
Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G), grand $14,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and ‘Drum- 


mond’s Bride’ (Par). 











okay $6,000. Last week, ‘Night Work’ 
(Par) and ‘This Man News’ (Mono), 
| weak $3,000 in six-day run, 





Not attracting | 
| too much attention, but still good for | 


Many Bway Holdovers, But Biz 
Good; ‘Sth Ave. Girl Sock $100,000, 
‘Old Maid’ 436 3d, ‘Oz’ Big 516 2d 





Product 
lustily despite h.o. sessions is giving 
New York a rosy appearance 
week. Sole new standout is ‘Fifth 
Avenue Girl,’ at the Music Hall, pro- 
viding plenty of lift with slightly 
over $100,000 in prospect. Touch of 
cool weather after Friday’s down- 
pour proved sufficient impetus to 
overcome big attendance at the Fair 
and any interest evidenced’ in the 
war crisis. 


‘Wizard of Oz’ continues to feel 
Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland 
with a hefty $51,000 or higher likely 
for the holdover. Rooney goes to the 
Coast after Wednesday’s shows, Bert 
Lahr and Ray Bolger, of the film’s 


the cast) on the stage for a third 
week and probably fourth session. 


Rivoli is doing $22,000 in the sec- 
ond week of ‘Tomorrow Comes’ after 
$33,500 for the initial week. Picture 
is set for two more weeks, with 
‘Real Glory’ coming in Sept. 13. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (16th week). Set for $10,500 
in its 15th week, which ended Mon- 
day night (28). British-made film 
turned in better than $11,000 previ- 
ous week, 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25). 
—‘Oz’ (M-G), with Mickey Rooney 
and Judy Garland on stage. Picture 
| plus pop juvenile combination going 
} great to around $51,000, after $64,000 
| first week. Holds third week and 
possibly longer, with Bert Lahr and 
Ray Bolger going in as Rooney re- 
turns to Coast after Wednesday; Miss 
Garland continuing. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—Death 
of Champion’ (Par). Pretty bad with 
not more than $5,000 in sight. Previ- 
ous week, ‘Lost Men’ (Par), $6,000, 
just fair, 

Globe 





(1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Coast 
Guard’ (Col). Slick $7,500 or over, 
okay, profit. Last week, 
Gates’ (Col) a measly $5,500. 
Palace 
(20th) (2d run) 
(RKO) (st run). 
improvement over recent dual 
combos at $6,500. Completion of 
new lobby last Friday gives Palace 
slickest face-lift along stem. This 
icombo closes tonight (Wed.) 
i}then ‘Name Only’ (RKO) (2d run) 
fand ‘Chan Treasure Island’ (20th) 

| (Ist run) comes in, 
| Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
‘Star Maker’ and Larry 
Opens this morning 


(Clinton band. 
| (Wed. ) on regular change day. 
| 


and 
Showing 





(Rar) 
,2 ar) 


'T4unceford band garnered $25,000 in 


¥ ‘Angels Faces’ $4,500, Louisville 


‘Glamour’ Okay $5,500, ‘Sherlock’ and ‘Oz’ H. O. 


| Wobbly—B. O. Bullish 


Louisville, Aug. 29 {‘Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Invitation | 

‘Stanley and Livingstone’ is prov- Happiness’ (Par) fair $1,500. 
ae ae Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 

ing to be the outstanding film of the | 39_49)‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G)’ and 
current week, and is receiving sup-|‘Man Couldn't Hang’ (Col). Pacing! 
port from many sources, among them | at average rate to fair $5,500. Last | 


hearty recommendations from relig- | 


ious groups. 


Brown not up to expectations. ‘An- 
gels Wash Their Faces,’ at the Mary 
| Anderson, is pulling the following 
iwhich usually patronizes Dead End 
|Kid pics, and pacing for okay re- 
| turns. 

| Nights are cooler now, and 
| door competish, such as league base- 
| ball, swimming, softball, and the 


‘Wizard of Oz’ on moveover at the | 


out- | 


week, ‘Oz’ (M-G) exhibited volumi- 
|above expectations. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
| 15-30-40) — ‘Angels Wash Faces’ 
| (WB). Dead End Kids strong enough 
as single, and, with frequent audi- 
ence turnover, should cop good $4,- 
500. Last week, ‘Brother Rat’ (WB) 
and ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) (re- 
issues), tallied comfortable $3,100. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Stanley’ (20th) and March 


‘like are on the way out fast, leaving |Of Time. A natural for family trade, 
' : th neater far mtowy,y, |and deriving potent support from 
the going much easier for downtown |“ 6" ; : os 
first runs church-going element. Pacing the 

ib Esti tes for This Week {town for top money, $7,500, very 

istimates for is wee |good. Last week, ‘Citizen’ (Par) and 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) |‘Night Work’ (Par), well exploited 

1 (1,000; 15-30-40) —‘Oz’ (UA) Only | and responded with fair $5,500. 


‘about $2,000 in 
from Loew’s State, where pic had a 


sight on moveover | 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,490; 15- 
30-40)—‘Sherlock Holmes’ (20th) and 


bumper week. Last week, ‘Iron |‘Old Monterey’ (Rep). This pair 
|Mask’ (UA) and ‘Woman Judge’| hardly potent enough for downtown 
| (Col), light $1,600 on moveove;x, | trade, and particularly at these 
| Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)-—-| prices. Pointing to low $2,500. Last 
‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Kid Kokomo’ | week, ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) (re- 
| (WB). split with Five Came Back’ | vival) and ‘Island Lost Men’ (Par) 
(RKO) and ‘Sorority House’ (RKO).;displaved surprising draught to tab 
WwW ] 4 ke ’ ’ | $1 600 Last sraoal- 2 24 N00. 


strong enough to _ pull { previous week, mild. 


this | 


th: strength of stage appearances by | 


cast, joining Miss Garland (also in | 


‘Prison | 


(1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Marshal’ | 
‘Spellbinder’ | 
slight | 





and | 


— 10226 DL. 


Combo in for 
only week as per sked. 
| 


Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
| 60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Fifth Ave. Girl’ 
| (RKO) and stage show. Aided by 


| two big days at outset, countup looks 

over $100,000, mighty good and in- 
| suring a second week. Last week 
|‘Name Only’ (RKO) hit $88.000 in 
'third and final stanza, great after 
| $84,000 in second week. 


’ : Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘M P 

Comes’ (U) (3d wk.). Holdovers include the Capitol, | (U) ‘saunted with ‘Raven’ (U), both 

Roxy — ‘Adventures of Sher- | Astor, Rivoli and Strand. Strand | reissues. Dual horror combo opened 

lock Holmes’ (20th) (1) apparently is headed for a four-week | pigger than recent first runs on 

‘ a house record, aiming for $43,000 on | Monday (28) after ‘Conspiracy’ 

Strand — ‘Old Maid’ (WB) | the _third week with ‘Old Maid. | (RKO) had been yanked after six 

(4th wk.). Business indicates the old record 'days. Fair $5,000 turned in for 6-day 

Week of Sept. 7 made by ‘Angels With Dirty Faces,’ | session. . 

z F - : with Ted Lewis band, last fall, will | Rivoli (2 092: 25-55-75-85-99) —‘To- 

Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips be topped. Second week of $45,000 | wee Sareea pe 

; . . |morrow Comes’ (U). Traveling along 

(M-G) (7th wk.). plus $50,000 first week gave combo lat steady gait, with about $22,000 in 
Capitel—‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) impetus to beat record. aay gait, , 


| prospect for second week, and holds 
'over for two more weeks. Picture 
got over $33,000 first week, mighty 
fine considering opposition and sea- 
son, 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Hotel 
for Women’ (20th) and stage show. 
Tepid pace for this one, with 
$30,000 tops, and it ducks after a 
single week. ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
(20th) in next. Last week ‘Stanley’ 
(20th) got around $28,000 third lap, 
neat profit following okay $38,000 on 
the second week plus $52,000, open- 
ing stanza. . 

State (3,450; 35-55-75 )—‘Iron Mask’ 
(UA) (2d run) plus Bunny Berigan 
band and Al Trahan on stage. Close 
to $25,000, neat takings, best in some 
time. Previous week, ‘Hardy Spring 
Fever’ (M-G) (2d run) and George 


Jessel stage appearance, $22,000, 
highest in several summer weeks 
here. 


Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-7°-85-99 )— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and Heidt band 
(3d week). Headed for healthy $43,- 
000, which means a fourth week for 
this combo and possibly a house rec- 
ord for four weeks. Bette Davis- 
Miriam Hopkins vehicle credited 
with ringing up $45,000 in second 
stanza with initial week’s $50,000. 
Old record held by ‘Angels With 
Dirty Faces’ (WB), about $51,000, 
was helped by last Thanksgiving 
week. ‘Dust Be My Destiny’ (WB) 
and Ozzie Nelson band comes in 
after fourth session of present com- 
bination, 











GLENN MILLER 


| 
| 


UPS ‘CARNIVAL 


i 


a | Glenn 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and Jimmie | 


Washington, Aug. 29. 
Miller orch at Capitol 
coupled with ‘Winter Carnival’ and 
‘Four Feathers’ at Palace are only 
| things that appear to count this week 
|} and they’re mopping up for the two 
| Loew spots. Miller, who is proving 
an even bigger magnet than theatre 
| hoped, is solidly in front. ‘Feathers’ 
is strong second and a good $3,000 
ahead of its nearest rival. 

Just as profitable if not as spec- 
tacular, however, is holdover of ‘Old 


Maid’ and complete vaude bill at 
Earle. Only other new pic is ‘Coast 
Guard’ doing average at Met. WB 


usual repeat spot. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
| —‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and vaude. 
Glenn Miller orch knocking town for 
a loop and pulling bill toward swell 
$22,500. Last week ‘Glamour Girls’ 
(M-G) and annual local flesh revue, 


| fair $14,500. 


nous $11,500, which was considerably | 


| ‘Hotel 


| celluloid 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
Women’ (20th) (2d run). 
Back downtown after mild stay at 
Capitol, and won’t better light $3,000. 
Last week ‘Hardy Fever’ (M-G) (2d 
run) slipped to still good $4,800. 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Old Maid’ (WB) and vaude (2d wk.). 
Holdover of complete bill headed for 
profitable $14,500. Last week same 
program took beauteous $23,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘To- 
morrow Comes’ (U) (2d wk.). Hold- 
ing to good $7,000. Last week same 


pic overshot expectations for big 
$12,000. 

Met (WB) (1.600; 25-40)—‘Coast 
Guard’ (Col). First run in repeat 


spot is the kind of new pic clientele 
supports and will see okay $4,500. 
Last week ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d 
run), average $4,700, 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 
‘Four Feathers’ (UA). Only big new 
in town this week. Will 
ee nice $18,000. Last week, ‘Stan- 
ley’ (20th) (2d wk.), held to good 
$9 200 


35-55 })— 


ee 
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U. Plays Santa Claus 
In a Big Way to Crix 


For Gloria Jean Bally 


One of the biggest and best film 
junkets to date attended Universal's 
unveiling of the first Gloria Jean 
picture, ‘The Under-Pup,’ in Scran- 


ton, Pa., and then on to New York, | 


with the company still hosting. The 
premiere was all that a hometown 
hoop-de-do should be, with Gloria 
Jean and her picture both literally | 
getting the works in Scranton, but | 
there have been such things before. | 


It was the handling of the visiting | 


firemen from first to last that had | 
the boys from out yonder in ecsta- 
gies. | 

By train, plane, boat, bus and car, | 
the critics came from as far west as 
Omaha and Dallas, as far south as | 
Memphis and New Orleans, and as | 
far north as Toronto and Montreal. | 
Arriving in New York on Wednes- | 
day they found an elaborate setup | 
waiting for them at the Hotel St. 
Moritz. 

Atop the hotel’s 32d floor, head- 
quarters for the junket, with a 24- 
hour bar, plenty of typewriters for 
the few who were of a mind to 
write, and all the trimmings were 
established. Wednesday night the 
critics, many of whom hadn't been 





attended the legitim.te shows of | 
their choice, and afterward some | 
night club, If Universal wasn't able 
to arrange the tickets, covers, etc., | 


check, then turn it in as an expense | 
account, but not itemized. This sort | 
of thing went on for days. 

Thursday morning the Gloria Jean 
special, with the little star’s family 
and personal entourage, pulled out | 
for Scranton. 

After the premiere there was 


4 


tas: Gad aaoue Ok Gee batik . BABY BANQUET NOVEL Pennies in Slot Give 


with a floor show for which om 
versal had brought Henny Young- 
man, Estelle Taylor and a half-dozen 
acts on from New York. Gloria 
Jean slept through the floor show, 
the first rest she got for days, but 
he press relaxed and enjoyed itself. 

Friday and Saturday back to New 
York, and Sunday was Gloria Jean 
Day at the World’s Fair. It turned 
out to be visiting critics’ day also, 
with the boys taking East River 
water-taxis to the Fair. 

Late Sunday night and early Mon- 
day they began to pull out for home. 
They found the hotel had looked out 
for everything, even to having a | 
doorman with a fistful of bills to pay | 
cab fares, and the Universal flacks 
came around to each insisting on | 
knowing how much extra they might | 
have spent for tips, etc., and making 
it good. Every detail was run off 
like clockwork, 

The boys, most of whom had been | 
to similar expeditions to Dodge 
City, Springfield, Des Moines, | 
Omaha, etc., left in a daze as well 
as agreement that there had never | 
been one like this. 


TELEVISION STUNT IN 
CINEMAS NO B.0. AID 


Half a dozen New York indie 
houses which, during the past four 





months have installed television re- | 


ceivers, have found them no sig- 
nificant draw at the b.o., 
continued plugging via the screen, 
marquee and heralds, Sets in most 
cases are On a mezzanine floor with 
50 or so folding chairs around them. 
They operate, of course, only when 
NEC is telecasting. 

According to Frances Bregman, 
who has a large receiver in her 
Greeley theatre at Sixth Avenue and 
30th street, there is usually a small 
crowd around the set when it is in 
operation, but it apparently means 
nothing at the b.o. Audience re- 
sponse to the shows is tepid. 


Receiver at the Greeley, like that | 


at the other houses, is an RCA cost- 
ing more than $500. Sets cannot be 
leased or rented, but must be pur- 
chased outright. 





Shearer’s ‘Pride’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Aldous Huxley at Metro, is work- 
ing on the script of ‘Pride and 
Prejudice.’ 
Old classic is for Norma Shearer. 


{on the 


despite | 


Theatre wickets 
| generally a 
| 
months. 


Pitii 


some August in 
| brought smiles to showmen 


are spinning again, 
more optimistic feeling among theatres, 
film exchanges and home offices than 
past years 

Current month is no ex- 


By Jokn C. Flinn 


and 





Premiums and 
steady diet. 
has prevailed in lic 
consistently has the answer and 
from the home 


there is 


Wednesday, August 30, 1939 











OWMANSHI 


free dishes proved inadequate as a 


Something different to intrigue the pub- 
into theatres was necessary, 


Local managers had 
. when given proper encouragement 
offices, they started to plug the pic- 


ception. Variety's boxoffice reports from key cities tures. As a result there is a quickening and reawaken- 
indicate a seasonal renewal of audience interest in ing among both circuit and independent theatre men 
films. Enthusiasm and sustained exploitation by sub- which is manifesting itself in better business. The push 


sequent runs 


posts might be expected. 
the fact. 
resident managers. 
getic enterprise. 

normal 


son for better than 


tunities to use their initiative and ingenuity in adver- 
Experience has proved, he 
says, that drastic limitations on what a local manager 
was permitted to do, on a restricted budget, have 
more liberal 


tising and exploitation. 


proved ineffectual. Given 
with a premium for individual and 


| the preparation of advertising copy 
the results have justified the confidence which has 
been placed in the men on the boxoffice front. 


BACK TO REAL SHOWMANSHIP 


Theatre operations are emerging 


period—a session which might well have dealt serious 
and permanent harm to the film industry. 
to New York in years, some never, | difficulties were self-made does not lessen the danger 
business which followed in the wake of the 


to the 
giveaway, lottery, cash prizes, bank 


bling hypoes which prevailed in nearly every section 
Come-on schemes were not 
immediately by telephone for what- | confined to neighborhood and subsequent run houses. 
ever the boys and girls wanted, they | Some of the largest theatres in important key spots 
were told to go ahead and pay the | fell for the lottery rackets as stimulants for the box- 


of the country a year ago. 


office. 


| For a period, the gags brought in the customers. 

When the novelty wore off and the public no longer 
was content to trade its desire for entertainment for 
the boredom of nightly drawings for cash prizes (some 
of them phoney), there was a sharp drop in attendance. 


vill keep the ticket choppers clicking. 

With the Department of Justice eyeing legalities of 
affiliated and independent theatre circuit operations, 
some fading of managerial effort in the far-flung out- 
The contrary, however, is 
New product is being handled skillfully by 
The public is responding to ener- 


Head of one of the national chains ascribes as a rea- 
increase in 
experimentation of the policy in several of the circuits 
of decentralizing control over theatre operations. He 
says the trend for some months past has been to loosen 
the guide lines and give local operators wider oppor- 


is in the right direction, 

If the prognostications of the circuit executive are 
correct, a heavy 
capitalize the opportunity and take advantage of the 
shift of exhibitor effort, now making itself felt in nu- 
merous situations. 
ideas for their exploitation, suggestions for ticket sell- 


obligation rests upon distributors to 


Sales information about the films, 


ing aids and detailed accounts of successful showman- 


courage theatre 


business the 


li exhibitors. 


instructions, 
original ideas in 
and local tieups, 


number of films, 


of his pictures, 


ship are the ammunition most needed to further en- 


operators. However satisfactory the 


WHERE THEY MISSED OUT—SELLING 


Survey of boxoffice figures of any of the major or 
independent theatre chains will show a 


surprising 
released during the past season, which 


missed ‘hit’ grosses by a narrow margin, measured only 
in terms of misdirected or neglected 
There is not a theatre man in America who will not 
admit that, if he had only known the values of some 


showmanship. 


he could have improved his intake. 


Uninformed in advance of the real values of his mer- 


from a critical 
That the 
He missed out 


nights and gam- 
valuable product 


thusiastic 





STUNT FOR ‘MOTHER’ 


Ft. Worth, Aug. 29. 

Worth theatre played up RKO's 
‘Bachelor Mother’ with a 
hensive campaign that registered 
heavily at the till. Feature of the 
campaign was a Baby Banquet, held 
at the Worth hotel, at which 25 ba- 
bies were registered. 
publicity director for theatre, hooked 


compre- 





trade press mention whatsoever. 
victim of the prevailing practice of directing public 
attention to 30 outstanding films each season, over- 
looking and passing up the potentialities of at least 
100 other first class attractions and 200 of less appeal, | 
among which are to be found a dozen nuggets. 

In show business there is no substitute for the en- | 
entertainment; | 
there is no remedy for the attraction that incites or 
is given the silent treatment. 


word- 


chandise, confused to some extent by the complexities 
of dual bookings, he was forced, more through ignor- 
ance than laziness, to watch money-making films skip | 
through his booking sheets, unheralded and unsung. 


because the distributors, intent only 


upon the buildup of the smash hits, had brushed off 


with slight, or, in frequent cases, no 
He was the unwilling 


of-mouth praise of 





Autos ‘Borrowed Time’| GOLDEN JUBILEE DRIVE 


Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 
Haddon Matthews, manager of 
69th Street Theatre in Upper Darby, 
pulled a new one last week in con- 

nection with ‘On Borrowed Time.’ 
Borough recently installed parking 
meters that allow motorists one hour 
for a nickel. Matthews got a squad 


pennies. They circulated in the area 


first 
campaign on 


Schine circuit is the one to 
map out a full the 
| Golden Jubilee Anniversary idea. 
|Besides issuing a 70-page 
called ‘Scoops’ for its managers on 
| the Golden Jubilee drive, 


|lined up direct selling on the 


manual 





new 


as | rte 4 SAV . } Fa | ° P 4 . 
Frank Starz, | of moppets and gave each a flock Of| picture season, prepared institutional 


} 


OMe +n | Copy, stressed the jubilee year idea 
in a broadcast of the event over lo- | and when they saw red arrow down | “°P¥> me a — 


cal station KGKO. 

Other stunts included a street gag 
with a man dressed in a Santa Claus 
costume, carrying on his 
placard which ‘Don’t get ex- 
cited. It’s 141 days until Christmas. 
I hurried in to see Ginger Rogers in 


; 1. 
itau. 


| ‘Bachelor Mother’ at the Worth’; 500 


personal letters each containing a 


back a 


the kids inserted a 
penny in the meter and hung a sign 
on the car which read: 

‘You parking ‘On Borrowed 
Time.’ We loaned you 12 minutes by 
inserting a penny in the meter when 
the violation flag was up. Don’t fail 
to see the picture ‘On Borrowed 


are 


. j »? 
bona fide check for ten cents, drawn | Time. 


First National Bank, were 
nailed to business and professional 
women; two clotheslines on which 

| diapers were hung were strung in- 

| side the theatre spelling out the pic- 


| 

] * . . 

| ture’s title, star’s names and play 
| date. 

| Street stunts included a man 


dressed in morning clothes, wearing 
an apron and pushing a baby buggy, 
a placard on which read. ‘Baby and 
I are going to see ‘Bacheor Mother’ 
at the Worth’; window displays in 
nouncements over radio stations 
| KTAT, KFJZ and WBAP; a loud 
speaker announcement at the Ft. 
| Worth ball park and special stories 
and art layouts in the Press and 
| Star-Telegram. 





‘Beauty Parades Again 
On Ziegfeld Stage 


Gilbert Marbe, manager of Loew’s 
Ziegfeld, N. Y., is taking advantage 
of 6th avenue’s facelift to tie in with 
the 6th Ave. Association—which 
takes in Macy’s, Gimbel’s and other 
department stores—for a little pro- 
motion for next Wednesday (6). It’s 
in the nature of a beauty contest, 
with Ed Sullivan (east for the N. Y. 
News’ Harvest Moon Dancers) among 
the judges. A screen test is one of 
the prizes; merchandise tieups from 
the stores for the consolation awards. 

‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G) on- 
|; screen concurrently, but the stage 
| hypo doesn’t profess to tie in with 
the film, 





leading department stores; daily an- | 





Theatre Name Contest 
= - _  _ >] 
Nixed by St.L. Att’y-Gen’l 

St. Louis, Aug. 29. 

Residents in St. ad- 
jacent County lost an opportunity to 
win a Lincoln Zephyr and 500 gal- 
lons of gasoline when the Attorney- 
General’s office at Jefferson City last 


Louis and 


| week nixed a contest for naming the 


de luxe nabe being erected by the 
Schuchard Investment Co. in a resi- 
dential district on the outskirts of 


| the city. The theatre management 
{had made a tieup with the Star- 
Times, a p.m. rag, the contest was 


| under way and a committee chosen 
| to select the best name submitted. 
hew award was to have been made 
when the house opened in about 60 
| days. 
Although the theatre and newspa- 
' per had obiained an O. K. from the 
| Post Office Dept., a ruling was asked 
| from the Attorney-General because 
| Of his previous stand that any b. o. 
bait came within the lottery laws. 
When the adverse opinion was re- 
ceived last week the contest was 
| dropped. The officers of the theatre 
| huddled and came out with ‘Esquire’ 
as the tag for the new house. 


It is reported that the company 
which also ewns and operates the 
Norside, another de luxe nabe in 
| North St. Louis, is preparing an ex- 
| tensive building program. Harry 
| Greenman, former manager of the 





Fox, and recently with F & M inter- | 


| ests here, will be inanaging director 
| of the new Esquire. 


| indicating the car has been parked | and framed a ‘Movie-Line’ contest 
| past the hour, 


for patrons. 

Circuit is getting out 40 to 50 
| different heralds covering each pic- 
ture to be played on the chain 
ing the period. 
| prepared trailer on the 50th Anni- 
| versary of pictures made for the 


l asyeans + he 
eircuit oY 


Wr 
cur 


National Screen 

For its ‘Movie-Line’ contest, a total 
| Of $150 will be given away in each 
|city during the 10 weeks of its du- 
|ration. Besides the cash prizes, 
guest admission tickets also will be 
| given as prizes, 


Carwi 
eervice, 


What's This Tune? Is 
| Now Rhythm Riddles 


San Antonio, Tex., Aug. 29. 
Something new in entertainment 
for the patrons of the Majestic thea- 
tre midnight show held each Satir- 
|day is the ‘Rhythm Riddles.’ With 
Johnny Fielder, as master of cere- 
| monies, and Ted Brown, local or- 


ganist at the console of the Majes- | 


tice theatre organ, ‘Rhythm Riddles’ 
|is a question and answer game— 
| questions asked by Fielder and an- 
swered by the audience. Brown, at 
the organ, plays a few bars of mu- 
|Sic relative to the questions asked. 
| Questions pertain to popular 
songs, bands, band leaders, titles, 
| composers and music in general. 
Each contestant when answering 
the set of questions receives two 
Silver dollars. Around $50 is given 
away each show with a special jack- 
| pot which starts at $25 and increases 
| $25 each week with the two dol- 
| lars when a set of questions can’t 
, be answered by the audience. Pro- 
|gram is sponsored by Pearl Beer 
| and is broadcast through KTSA for 
its half hour duration. 

| In addition te ‘Rhythm Riddles’ 
there is also a preview of a first run 
| feature picture. 


ISCHINE TIES IN WITH 


it has| 


| 
Also has a specially | 


———-—~. 


oo 
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Fiftieth Anniversary 
Of Films Prompts Praise 
From Nation’s Editors 


Nation’s newspaper editors have 
| grabbed the ball tossed in their die 
rection by publicists for the 50th ane 
niversary celebration this fall of the 
invention of motion pictures, and 
|}some laudatory comment on filmg 
| has appeared in many sections of the 
| country. 

‘In the brief period of half a cens 
'tury, the motion picture has gone 
far,’ says the Wilkes-Barre Times 
| Leader. ‘From an humble beginning, 
‘it is recognized now as one of the 











job of plugging the hit films (and skimming or com- | world’s great industries. It has be- 
pletely forgetting the lesser releases), the real task of | come the chief source of entertain- 
studio and home office advertising departments is to | ment for hundreds of millions.’ 

capitalize the trend and ride to profits with live-wire | St. 


Paul (Minn.) Reporter de- 
clares: ‘For weal or woe, the motion 
| picture industry has assumed a place 
|}of much importance in modern so- 


| ciety. It has come to exert a powere 
‘ful influence on our living, our 
thinking and our social relations, 


With the telephone, the radio, the 
airplane and the automobile it takes 
rank among the agencies and institue 
tions which have been revolutivniz- 
ing the world, and nowhere has it 
entrenched itself so firmly as in the 
United States, where it literally and 
figuratively projects itself before the 
| public view in hamlet and metrop- 
'olis from coast to coast. 

Other editorial excerpts: 

Hartford (Conn.) Times: ‘Looking 
back over the brief period of the 
past two decades, it may be that fu- 
|ture historians will mark as a2 great 
milestone in the art the period when 
the screen developed a sense of pub- 
lic responsibility. That is the basis 
of the industry’s — self-regulation 
which has added vastly to the dig- 
nity and significance of the art.’ 

Ravenna (Ohio) Record: “The 
greatest bargains available to 
American public today are the mo- 
tion picture and the newspaper. Just 
as the newspaper with its increasing 
service of world coverage, tremene- 
dous improvements in printing roto- 
| gravure, color pictures, has _ s0 
vastly multiplied in value to the 
buyer without increases in price, so 
has the motion picture poured the 
publie’s millions back into better 
theatres, better entertainment, better 
art.’ 

Rochester (N. Y.) Democrat and 
Chronicle: “The observance will call 
to the attention of the world a mile- 
stone of special significance to 
Rochester—that is the development 
by George Eastman, years ago, of the 
first long strip of film suited to the 
experiments in motion picture phoe 





two 
the 


' 


tography on which Thomas A. Edi- 
son was patiently at work in his 
laboratory.’ 

Lansing (Mich.) Journal: The 
science and the mechanics, and the 
| art and the distribution of motion 
|pictures with their sound adjunct, 


| wonderful as they are, are not to b 

compared with the prodigious effect 
on the mind of the public. That the 
American mind and manner of think- 
ing and moral attitudes are nothing 
| as they were when the ‘movies’ first 


'began their wide influence goes 
| without saying.’ 
Worcester (Mass.) Telegram: ‘By 


putting more concentration on stories 
| written for the screen and for the 
screen alone, Hollywood might reach 


new heights in entertainment and 
inspiration.’ 
Columbus (O.) Despatch: ‘Through 


the years one thing has held true. 
From ‘The Birth of a Nation’ to the 
forthcoming ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
good movies have always been prof- 
itable. The American public loves 
its entertainment, and no movie ven- 
ture that has attempted to foist on 
|it second-rate acting, second-rate 
| stories or second-rate production 
| ever got very far.’ 


Vacation Trip Prize 
In ‘Name Only’ Contest 


Syracuse, Aug. 29. 

Old gags again proved effective in 
| RKO-Keith’s exploitation for ‘In 
| Name Only.’ Gus Lampe and Harry 
| Unterford used one newspaper to 
| plug limerick contest which drew 
hundreds of entries, and then util- 
ized town's second sheet for a hid- 
| den-letter contest in which prizes, 
| offering week's vacation for two at 
| attractive summer 
| highly productive. 

Keith’s broke down reserve of sev- 
'eral leading downtown stores who 
yielded window display space to plug 
i picture. 


resort, proved 


ore 
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Whiteman Boosts ‘Hotel’ to $21,000, 


| ‘Tomorrow’ 


Mpls.; ‘Oz’ 96, Rest in Doldrums _ .. 


a oT a 


_PICTURE 


GROSSES 





+ | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 

‘Wizard of Oz’ is the current big 
boxoffice noise and seems to have a 
strangle hold on most of the avail- | 
able business. It’s State Fair Week, | 
but trade otherwise is at a low ebb, | 
none of the other attractions pos- | 
sessing sufficient pulling power un- |} 
der present adverse conditions to, 
land in the winning column, 

Whiteman finished a_ sensational 
week Sunday, copping a remarkable 
$21,000 for the Orpheum. If he had 
opened on the customary Friday, in- 
stead of on Monday, returns prob- 
ably would have been at least $1,000 
to $2,000 more. 

After a whopping week at the 
State, ‘Stanley and Livingstone’ has 
moved over to the Century for a sec- 
ond downtown seven days and seems 
likely to breeze through to fair re- 
turns. 

‘The Mikado’ finishes a profitable 
four weeks’ run at the World, with 
trade dwindling sharply. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— | 
‘Man Couldn’t Hang’ (Col) and ‘For- | 
gotten Women’ (U), dual first runs, | 
split with "Woman Judge’ (Col) and 
‘Hobby Family’ (WB), also dual first 
runs. Mild $1,200 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Prison Gates’ (Col) and ‘Saint | 
London’ (RKO), fair $1,500. 








Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Stanleyvy’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State after big 


week there. Considerable slacken- 
ing of pace, but should breeze 
through to fair $4,000. Last week, 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par), $3,000, light. 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Glamour Girls’ (M-G). Built to or- 
der for this house, which pulls the} 
younger set. Climbing toward sat- | 
istactory $3,000. Last week, ‘Indian- 
apolis’ (WB), $3,000 okay. 
Granada (Par) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) split with ‘Borrowed 
Time’ (M-G). First neighborhood 
showings and ‘Chips’ a holdover 
making full week’s run. Nice $2,200 
indicated. Last week, ‘Daughters | 
Courageous’ (WB) split with ‘Chips’ 
=r first nabe showings, $2,600, 
ig 
Minnesota 
30> 


(Mpls. Co.) (4,000; 15- 
‘Should Husbands Work?’ (Rep) 


and stage show. Devoid of names | 
and sock pull; $5,200, tepid. Last | 
week, $5,500, mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40 )—Coast Guard’ (Col). In for 
four days, starting yesterday (28) 
and not expected to cut much ice. | 
Will be lucky to better $1,000. | 


Just a filler between Paul Whiteman, | 
who ended full week’s run Sunday, 
and ‘Folies Bergere,’ which arrives 
Friday Last week, ‘Hotel Women’ 
(20th) and Whiteman on stage, $21,- 
000, very big. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Oz’ (M-G). Given huge adver- 
tising and exploitation campaign and 
theatre opens doors two hours earlier 
than usual Reviewers raved and| 
much word-of-mouth praise from | 
customers. Matinee trade particu- | 
ti 


? ! } + 4,4 + > 
laity Mul piel PeEculiis SUTlc- 


avy, 
what disappointing. Looks like good 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th), 


$8.200, big 

Time (Gilman) (290; 25-35) 
Take It’ (Col) (reissue). 
looks about all ‘Clouds Over Eu- 
rope’ (Col) opens today (29). Last 
week, ‘Rat’ (RKO), $600, light. 
World ‘(Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
‘Mikado’ (Col) (4th wk). Slipping 
sharply, and bowed out after four | 
days with light $500. ‘Feathers’ (UA) 
In today (Tuesday). Last week 
‘Mikado’ took $1,900, okay after $2,- 
900 first, and $2,500 second week 


‘Can't 
Mild $700 


| 


‘MAID’ TOPS B’KLYN, 30G 


Only’-‘Chan’ Good $18,000— 
‘Carnival’ Duo $15,000 


‘Name 


i} (RKO) 


Brooklyn, Aug. 29. 
Heat wave departed and populace 


going to downtown deluxers once 
more. Socko biz this week at Fa- 
bian Paramount. which is offering 


‘Old Maid’ and ‘Million Dollar Legs.’ 
RKO Albee strong this stanza with 
‘Name Only’ and ‘Chan Treasure 
Island.’ Fabian Fox holding ‘Beau | 
Geste’ and ‘Blondie Takes Vacation’ | 
a second week to good results. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) 

Only’ (RKO) and ‘Chan 


‘Name | 
Treasure | 


| Buffalo for 








Key City Grosses 
Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $1,559,500 

(Based on 26 cities, 167 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
1 oe 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year ...........$1,533,400 
(Based on 24 cities, 152 theatres) 


‘MAKER’ $16,000 
TOPS TEPID 
BUFF 


| 














——____. 


Buffalo, Aug. 29. 

This burg has blossomed out with 
powerful pic programs currently, but 
mild results only are in prospect. 
‘Star Maker’ is grabbing most of the 
laurels. 

Otherwise, moveovers, holdovers, 
and reissues are the order of the 
week, ‘Oz’ being shunted to the 
Lakes for a tepid second session, 
‘Chips’ ditto at the Hipp, while ‘To- 
morrow’ holds over strongly at the 
Lafayette. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Star Maker’ (Par). Perking nicely 
and should see over strong $16,000. 
Last week ‘Oz’ (M-G), built nicely 
and went above expectations for 
good $15,000. 

Great Lakes 

‘Oz’ 





(Shea) (3.000: 30-50) | 
(M-G) moved over from the! 
second week. Dull ses- | 
sion around $6,500. Last week ‘Stan- | 
ley’ (20th), zoomed up to a fancy | 
Dii.VUVU, 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Chips’ | 
(M-G) (2d run) and ‘Night Work’ | 
(Par). Still nothing to brag about, 
and even double feature looks to get 
soft $6,500. Last week ‘Bachelor 
Mother’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Mir- | 
acles Sale’ (M-G), fair $5,700. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 
35)—'Tomorrow Comes’ (U) 


25- 


(2d | 


| wk.) and ‘Big Town Czar’ (U) (Ist | 


wk). Excellent holdover business at | 
$6,000 or over. Last week ‘Tomor- | 
row Comes’ (U) and ‘Inside Informa- 
tion’ (U), sweet takings with $11,000. | 

20th-Century (Basil-Dipson) (3,000; 


| 15-25)—‘Star Is Born’ (20th) and} 
‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) (reissues). 
Lining up for so-so $2,500. Last 


week ‘Mickey Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Wolf 
Call’ (Mono), droopy $2,000. 


‘Carnival’-Vaude 126 
Top Denver; Crosby | 
$11,000, Rest Happy 


Denver, Aug. 29. | 
‘Winter Carnival.’ at the Denver, 


helped by a flesh show, is leading the | 


grosses with a neat $12,000. ‘Star | 
Maker,’ at the Denham, is in the! 
next niche with a big $11.000 


All first runs except one are plug- | 
ging along at better than average 
figures 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (‘Fox) (1,400; 25-40)- 
‘Stanley’ (20th), following a week at | 
the Denver, still good for swell 
$4.000. Last week, ‘Each Dawn’ 
(WB) did normal $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100: 25-40) 
‘Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Five Times F 
(RKO) after a week at the Orpheum 
Another h.o. with pep. Set for u.g 
$4.500. Last week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
and ‘All Come Out” (M-G) 
did slightly better than usual with 
$3.000 

Denham 
40 )—'Sta! 
in a big 
four days Last 
Desert’ (Par), fell 
with only $5,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-35-40)— | 
‘Carnival’ (UA) and_ stage’ show. | 
Ringing up a nice $12,000. Last week, 
‘Stanley’ (20th), excellent $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘Rookie Cop’ | 


a 


ive 


(Cockrill) 
Maker’ 
$11.000, 


(1,750; 25-35- 
(Par). Cramming 
and staying ove! 
week, ‘Heritage | 
below average 


Island’ (20th). Nice $18,000. Last} (RKO). Good $9,800. Last week, 
week, ‘Stole Million’ (Par) and ‘Un- |’Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Five Times Five’ | 
expected Father’ (U) okay $15,000. |(RKO) topped town with $13,000, | 


Fex (4.089; 25-35-50)—‘Beau Geste’ 
(Par) and ‘Blondie Vacation’ (Col) 
(2d wk). Fine $17,000. Last week 
pair got splendid $20,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50) ‘Winter 
Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Miracles for 
Sale’ (M-G). Fair $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Irom Mask’ (UA) and ‘Tidai 
Wave’ (Rep) good $16,000, nine days. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Old 


Maid’ (WB) and ‘Million Dollar | 
Legs’ (Par). Peacheroo $30,000. Last 
week. ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Cow- 


boy Quarterback’ (WB) plus ‘Sons 
Liberty’ (3d wk), nice $14,000. 


and was moved to the Broadway. 


Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 25-40)— | 
‘Blondie Vacation’ (Col) and ‘Exile 
Express’ (GN) Average 3,900. | 
Last week, ‘Hell's Kitchen’ (WB) | 


and ‘Man Dared’ (WB) above aver- 
age at $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40) — ‘Each 
Dawn’ (WB) after a week each at 
the Denver and Aladdin. and ‘Inside | 


Information’ (U) Fine $2,500 in|! 
store. Last week, ‘Second Fiddle’ 
(20th). after a week each at the Den- 
ver and Aladdin. and ‘Secret Servi rom 
(WB) good $2,000. 


} mer. 


| Came Back’ credited for most of the 


| from advance gab in dailies on ‘Five 





‘02’ $4,500, LINCOLN 


Fair $2,800 — 
Dual Okay $2,000 
ieiaaieiaaaiile | 
Lincoln, Aug. 29. | 
‘Wizard of Oz’ by three lengths. | 
Races opened at Fairgrounds track 
(26) and go straight through until 
Sept. 9. Race crowd, about as hefty 
as always, has never been much of a 
show-biz killer, especially the ‘Oz’ 
type of pic. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) | 
(750; 10-15)—‘Home Prairie’ (Rep) 
and ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO), split with 
‘Torchy in Chinatown’ (WB) and 
‘Forged Passport’ (Rep). Fair $800. 
Last week, ‘Smashing Spy Ring’ 
? and ‘West Santa Fe’ (Col), split 
with ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col) and | 
‘New Frontier’ (Rep), $750, light. (Based on 12 theatres) 
Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25 )—‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) and 
‘Family Next Door’ (U). So-so $1,700. 
Last week, ‘Back Door Heaven’ (Par) 
and ‘Arizona Wildcat’ (20th) split 


with ‘Moto’s Vacation’ (20th) and 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO), slim pick- | 
ing all the way, $1,600. 
Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- | © 
25-40)—‘Oz' (M-G). Heading for! 
$19,000 


$4.500, swell. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ 


‘Paris’ 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
| ere $293,700 











(UA), good $3,400 for six days. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
35) — “Tomorrow Comes’ (U). Fair, 
the women going, to get $2,800. Last | 
week, ‘Sun Never Sets’ (20th) split | 
with ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par), $2,700, 
fair for eight days. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-20- 
25)—‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Out- 
side Walls’ (Col). Pretty good $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) and 
‘Annabei’s Trip’ (RKO), slow $1,500. 


HEDY TROPICAL 
$18,900 IN 
PITT. 


_——-- 


Boston, Aug. 29. 

Biz generally good this week, with 
‘Star Maker’ the heftiest grosser. 
‘Oz’ holds over for second frame at 
the Orph and State; and ‘Stanley and 
Livingstone’ easily won a_ third 
stanza at the Memorial. 

Picketing of M & P houses stopped 
Friday (25) with promise of negotia- 
tions and recognition of Local B-4 of 
the IATSE 

Keith-Boston resumes vaude policy 
| (same as last season), beginning Fri- 
| day (1), with six acts and dual film 

bill for the four-day weekend, then 
| straight film (double feature) for 
| balance of week. 

! Veterans of Foreign Wars annual 








extra transient biz is anticipated. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40-55) 
|—‘Street Missing Men’ (Rep) and 
First Offenders’ (Col), double, three 
| days; and ‘Wall Street Cowboy’ (Rep) 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 29 


This is holdover week. ‘Oz,’ ‘When! (Ist run) and ‘Good Girls Paris’ 
|'Tomorrow Comes’ and ‘Second! (Col) (2d run), dual, four days. 
- : ; | Headed for okay $5,500. Last week, 
Fiddle’ are now in their second | «cjouds Europe’ (Col) and ‘Chasing 


stanzas to mark the first time Penn, 
Fulton and Alvin have 
attractions simultaneously. Total 
gross for the Triangle will dip as a 
result. 


| Danger’ (20th) (2d run), dual, four 


double, three days, $4,100. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 


—Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) and 
‘Lady of Tropics’ will swing the | ‘Chicken Wagon’ (20th). Okay 
| Stanley to its best gross this sum-| combo, around $5,500. Last week, 


‘Tropics’ will also be helped | ‘Island of Lost Men’ (Par) and ‘Lead- 
by first of ‘Dr. I. Q.’ series broadcast | ing Citizen’ (Par), $4,500. 
over NBC Red net from the Stanley Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 


stage. Quiz program is set for aj} 35-40-55)—‘Stanley’ (20th) (3d wk) 
minimum of six Monday night!and ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) (2d 
broadcasts, and is figured to boost! wk). Holding dandy pace towards 
what is normally an off night down- | $16.000. Last week, big $18,400. 
town. Metropelitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
Long delayed showing of ‘Five! 40-55)—‘Star Maker’ (Par) and 
Came Back’ and ‘Bridal Suite’ at/‘Drummond Bride’ (Par). Taking 
Warner is sending the house to best| top money to tune of $19,000. Last 
business of the summer, with ‘Five | week, ‘Angels Wash Faces’ (WB) and | 


: ‘Stolen Life’ (Par), very poor $12,000. 
customer attention. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 

Estimates for This Week | 55)O2z’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie Vaca- 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850: 25-35-50)—| tion’ (Col) (2d wk). Holdover is 

‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) (2d wk).| hitting dandy $18,000. 

Marking time at $4,200 after solid Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 

$10,500 first week. 40-55) ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) 

Fulton (Shea-Hvyde) (1.700: 25-40); and ‘Chicken Wagon’ (20th). Fair 

‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) (2d wk), | $7,000 promised. Last week, ‘Island 

| Still in the black at $3,100. Regis- | Lost Men’ (Par) and ‘Leading Citi- 
tered good first week at $6,400. zen’ (Par), n.s.h. $6,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 25-35-40-50) 

| 50)—Oz’ (M-G) (2d wk). Big drop- ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) and ‘Island 


off from first week and will barely | Lost Men’ (Par) (both 2d run). Pal- 
nose up to $8,000. Last week, close | lid $3,500. Last week, ‘Each Dawn’ 
to $19,000 with terrific matinees| (WB) (3d run) and ‘Night Work’ 
making up for slack nights (Par) (2d run), $3,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 


‘Wong Chinatown’ (Mono) and ‘News | ‘Oz’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie Vacation’ 

Night’ (20th). New policy of first} (Col) (2d wk). Taking around $11,- 

runs off to a wobbly start. House} 500, okay. First week big $15,000 

has been using revivals all summe? . 

Only $1,300 in offing Last week 

‘Hotel Women’ (20th), moved ove : H ki N b 

from Alvin for second week, okay Davis- op ns a 

$2,800. } t 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50) ( 15G B | e 

‘Tropics’ (M-G). Hedy allure spread reat wey a 0, 

over the dailies and drawing ‘em é ? 

| Monday night ‘Dr. I. Q. broadcast London -Flesh 13G 

from stage over NBC Red net 

helped, too. Smash $18,500 in sight 

|Last week, ‘Angels Wash Faces’ Baltimore, Aug. 29. 

(WB), mediocre $10,500. Nice going here in spite of pre- 
Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-40)—‘Five ponderance of h.o.’s. Off to a glow- 

Came Back’ (RKO) and ‘Bridal ing start and continuing strong is 

| Suite’ (M-G). Big results chiefly | “The Old Maid’ at the Stanley which 


is utilizing its generous seating ca- 


Came Back.’ This bill originally | pacity to good purpose for one of the 
scheduled weeks ago was held up/biggest takes in noons. Combo 
for repeated move-overs from Stan-| Hipp, celebrating its eighth anni- 
ley and Penn. Socko $7,000. Last  versary under direction of Izzy 
week. ‘Feathers’ (UA), moved from} Rappaport, is also ringing the bell 
Penn. and in good shape at $6,500. nicely with adroitly exploited stage 
SNA AS portion bolstering ‘Saint in London.’ 

| Rest of town, leaning on extended 

O’Brien Suit Settled time for last week’s okay product, 


|holding up steadily. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 
25-35-40 )—‘Oz’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Con- 
tinuing to get good response at $9,- 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29 
Pat O’Brien, freelance actor, ac- 

cepted an out-vuf-court settlement of 

his $500,000 conspiracy suit against 


: a é hte 000. First week, strong $12,200. 
Warners studio, Pat O'Brien, WB Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
star, Louella Parsons and Jimmie 15_95_35.40-55-66) — ‘Saint London’ 
Fidler (RKO) plus eighth anniversary stage 

Amount of cash was not disclosed I of six acts headed by Four 


Y 


Cagney-Raft Winning Combo, mG, 
In 2 L.A. Houses: 
‘Oz’ H.0. $11,200, Heat K.0.s B.0. 


convention here this week, and some | 


held their | days: and ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) | 
and ‘Susannah’ (20th) (both 2d run), | 


15-. 
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‘Star Maker’ 156, 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Extreme heat over weekend kept 
| grosses down. ‘Each Dawn I Die’ and 
|‘Star Maker’ the town’s best bets. 
‘Hotel for Women’ just so-so at the 
day-date Fox West Coast acers. Of 
| the holdovers, ‘Oz’ at Carthay Cir- 
{cle and United Artists doing okay, 
}and ‘Stanley’ in for another profit 
| week at the Wilshire. 


| ‘Four Feathers’ is keeping the 
Four Star boxoffice busy, where the 
Korda opus is in its second week. 
Orpheum several thousand above 


normal, due to presence on stage of 
Major Bowes’ Fourth Anniversary 
| it. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 30- 
| 40-55)—‘Oz’ (MG) (2nd week). Do- 
jing right smart on unusual move- 
lover, this house taking regular ex- 
tended run place of Wilshire. Looks 
| like healthy $6,200 for first week at 
}this spot, which should _ insure 
, healthy stay. Last week, ‘Mr. Chips’ 
| (MG), wound up with $1,600, after 
} 14 weeks, two days run in town. 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75)—Hotel Women’ (20th) 
j;and ‘Moto Vacation’ (20th) dual. 


Geared for profitable $10,400. Holds 
|extra two days. Last week, ‘Oz,’ in- 
cluding $2.20 preem, big $19,700. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65}—‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Cagney- 
| Raft just the ticket for this down- 
i town house, with lucrative $13,000 in 


sight. Holds a second week. Last 
| week, ‘Shall Have Music’ (UA) and 
|\‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB), just 
| fair 8,000. 

| Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40- 


|55)—Feathers’ (UA) (2nd week). 
| Holding firm and should hit $5,400 
'on second stanza, after first week of 
$7,000. 


| Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Consider- 
ably behind its day-dater (Down- 
town), but at $9,500 okay and hoids 
a second week. Last week, ‘Shal) 
Have Music’ (UA) and ‘Cowboy 
| Quarterback’ (WB), not very hot 
$7,800. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280: 30-40- 
55)—Almost Gentleman’ (RKO) and 
‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB) dual 
and Bowes unit on stage. Latter re- 
sponsible for most of $9,000 draw. 


Last week, ‘Flying Irishman’ (RKO) 
and ‘Prophet’ (MG) with Ted Lewis 
in person, terrific $21,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO) and ‘Man They 
Couid Not Hany’ (Col) dual. Quite 
ja letdown after past two weeks with 
about $10,000 in sight. Is holding for 
another try. Last week, ‘Tomorrow’ 
(U) and ‘Unexpected Father’ (U), 
second week excellent $9,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 

‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Exile Ex- 
press’ (GN) dual. Back in running 
once more after several brutal weeks 
on straight sound policy. Crosby 
starrer helping for neat $15,000 and 
a holdover. Last week, ‘Island Lwst 
Men’ (Par) and ‘Night Work’ (Par), 
very poor $4,500 

RKO (3.872: 30-40-55) - ‘Name 
; Only’ (RKO) and ‘Missing Daugh- 
ters’ (Col) dual. Lack of marquee 


names militating against this pair so 
will have to be satisfied with $11,200 
Holds. Last week (2d), ‘Tomorrow’ 
(U) and ‘Unexpected Father’ (U), 
big $9.100 on holdover 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75 )—‘Hotel Women’ (20th ) and 
‘Moto Vacation’ (20th) dual. Just 


30-so $11,300, with a little on tap for 
extra two days bill will be held. Last 
week, ‘Oz’ (MG), neat $15,300. 
United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55 )—*Oz’ (MG) (2nd week). Very 
nifty on downtown moveover with 
around $5,000 in sight Last weck, 
‘Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Quick Millions’ 


(20th), fine $7,200, best for house in 
some time. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Quick 
Millions’ (0th) dual (3d week). 
Held over for second week at this 
house where it is on moveover from 
Chinese, and should add another 
$5,500 .to terrific $9,300 previous 
stanza. 


Cliff Nazzaro and Sybil 
Bowan. Ringing the bell in pleas- 
‘ant style with okay $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Blind Alley’ (RKO) owing it 
all to flesh layout consisting of 
Rochester, Betty Grable and Frankie 
Masters, chalked up wow $17,100. 


| 
Inkspots, 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40 )—"Tomorrow Comes’ (U) 
(2d wk.). Adding nice $5,500 to 


okay initial round of $8,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d wk.). Still 
going strong with bullish $5,000 on 
top of first week’s $7,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Old Maid’ (WB). Off to bango 
opening, and holding strongly in this 
spacious class house. Will total big 


$15,000 without much trouble and 
definitely go a second round. Last 
week, ‘Each Dawn’ (WB) forced into 


-d a tepid $4.- 


a second stanza, add 
opener of $10,800. 


900 to fairish 
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Philadelphia, Aug. 29. | 
Combination of zippy  fall-like 
weather plus good product is boost- 
ing movie biz this week. Kindly | 
crix are also aiding in bringing the 
customers to the wickets. 

Plenty forte is the first week's take 
at the Earle with the return of flesh 
shows. Combo of Betty Grable, 
‘Rochester’ and the pic ‘Glamour 
Girls’ is ringing up a pretty $23,500. 

Reopening of Palace with modern- | 
istic facade and ‘Hardy’ film also) 
clicking at the b.o. Other houses | 
scoring above par are Stanley and | 
Stanton. 


Aldine deluxer opens tomorrow | 
(Wed.) with ‘They Shall Have Mu- | 
sic.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)—‘Oz’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). Hitting par for h.o. 
stanza with $12,000, but not strong 
enough for a third week. ‘Old Maid’ 
opening Friday. First week of ‘Oz’ 
clicked with a nice $18,.00. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-37-42-57-68) 
—Glamour Girls’ (M-G) with stage 
show including Betty Grable, 
‘Rochester,’ Leighton Noble’s band, 
Bud Hughes, Lane & Ward. Marquee 
names adding up to a pretty $23,500 
for first week since return of flesh | 
attractions. Last week ‘Angels Wash | 
Faces’ (WB) (2d run), nice $9,300. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68 )-— | 
‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U). Back as| 
straight filmer and getting a good | 
$15,000 with Boyer-Dunne opus. Last | 
week ‘Hotel Women’ and stage show | 
headed by John Boles, $20,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066; 32-42-57)— | 
‘Hotei Women’ (20th) (2d run). Elsa 
Maxwell's effort proving a dud here | 
with a punk $3,000. Last week ‘Each | 
Dawn’ (WB) did $3,900 for its second 
run showing downtown. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)—‘Hardy 
Fever’ (2d run). Series still bring-| 
ing them in. Set for a potent $7,200 | 
for the Palace’s first week since face- | 
lifting. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
‘Stanley’ (M-G). Punchy $18,509. 
Last week ‘Tropics’ (M-G) did a fair 
$10,000 for its second canto. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42)— | 
‘Stole Million’ (U). Doing better | 
than expected with a cool $6,800. | 
Last week ‘Feathers’ (UA) did way | 
above average for a second run! 
showing with a sock $6,600. 


‘Ol OUTDOES SEATTLE 


COMPETISH AT $11,00 


Seattle, Aug. 29. | 
Hefty biz for ‘Oz’ is highlight of 
the week. ‘Bachelor Mother’ won a} 
moveover to the Blue Mouse and is | 
doing nicely still. 
Palomar starts a new policy with | 
‘Old Maid,’ Sept. 8, dropping vaude. | 
Slightly cooler weather hinting at | 
fall, and the Seattle hall team on 
the road both help b.o, 
Estimates for This* Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) | 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Bachelor Mother’ | 
(RKO) and ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G). 
Moved over from the Fifth Avenue 
for a third week, and garnering a} 
good $3,200. Last wetk, ‘Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) (2d wk.) and ‘Back Door | 
Heaven’ (Par), $2,300, fair. 
Coliseum ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-27-32)—‘Invitation Happi- 





} 





| 





ness’ (Par) and ‘Never Say Die’ 
(Par) (2d run). Heading for poor | 
$2,200. Last week, .‘Tarzan Son’ | 
(M-G) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G), $2,100, 
bad. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 


“Across Plains’ (Mono) (1st run) and 
*Disbarred’ (Par) (2d run), split with 
*Sudden Money’ (Par) and ‘Third of 
Nation’ (Par) (2d run). Getting set 
for nice $2,000. Last week, ‘Songs 
and Saddles’ (Premier) and ‘Last 
Warning’ (U), split with ‘Pilot X’ 
(Premier) and ‘Winner Take All’ 
(20th), fair $1,800. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 27-37-42)—‘Oz’ (M-G) solo. 
Backed by big campaign, and catch- 
ing on for a marvelous $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) (2d wk.), 
$4,700, good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and ‘5 Little 
Peppers’ (Col). 
enough $5,000. Last week, 
Couldn’t Hang’ (Col) and 
Trial’ (Col), $3,400, slow. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Stolen Life’ (Par). 
Nine-day session is lining up for 
$4,100, good. Last week, ‘Chips’ 
(M-G) five days into the eighth week 
wound up grand run with $1,800, 
good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42)—‘Leading Citizen’ 
(Par) and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ 
(Par). Can’t see over $3,700, slow. 
Last week, ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par) 
and ‘Indianapolis’ (WB), $3,900, fair. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 


‘Man 
‘Parents 


Crable-Rochester Build ‘Glamour’ 
To $23,500, Philly; Boyer-Dunne 156 


Sighting for a fair | 





37-42)—‘Old Monterey (Rep) and 
‘Wong Chinatown’ (M-G) plus vaude. 
Acceptable $4,500. Last week, ‘Get 


Away Murder’ (WB) and ‘Girl from | 


Rio’ (Mono) plus vaude, $3,700, fair. 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039: 27-37-42) —‘Stanley’ (20th) 
and ‘Quick Millions’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Still enough fire for big $5,000 after 
wonderful $9,000 on the first lap. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
32)—‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) and ‘Kid 
Kokomo’ (WB). Fair $2,000. Last 
week, ‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and 
‘Love Money’ (U), $2,000, so-so. 


07 Opens 4-Wk. 
Cincy Stay to 166: 





P 


ICTURE GROSSES — 





Wednesday, August 30, 1939 











HEDY PLEASING $5,200, 


| CROSBY 4¢, MONTREAL 





Montreal, Aug. 29. 
Palace taking top honors on ‘Lady 
of Tropics’ at $5,200. ‘Chips’ in sixth 
jand ‘Four Feathers’ in 
also doing nicely. French houses still 
at standstill. 


Estimates for This Week 


| 


Palace (CT) (2.700: 25-45-55)— 
\ ‘Tropics’ (M-G). Out in front with 
| good $5,200 indicated. Last week 


|‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) good 


}enough $4,500. 

| Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
| ‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Undercover 
, Doctor’ (Par). Good $4,000 or over 
indicated. Last week ‘Hotel Women’ 
| (20th) and ‘Moto Vacation’ (20th), 
$3,800, fair. 

Loew's (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (6th wk). Grossed 
$4,000 last week, and is pointing to 
another good $4,000 currently. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) and ‘Island 
Lost Men’ (Par). Not much above 


$2,800 in sight, middling. Last week 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Trouble 
Shooter’ (WB) picked up handsome 
$3,900. 





‘Name Only’ 126 


Cincinnati, Aug. 29. 


‘Wizard of Oz,’ at the Capitol, 
which is interrupting its second-run 
policy for an extended showing of | 
at least four weeks on this pic, is 
leading ihe burg currently. 

‘In Name Only,’ at the Albee, and 
‘Star Maker,’ at the Palace, are rack- 
ing up better than par and tussling 
for place position, with the former | 
holding a slight lead over the week- 
end. ‘I Stole a Million’ is a no- 
dicer for Keith’s. 


Estimates for This Week 





Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Name Only’ (RKO). Good $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Stanley’ (20th), great 
$17,000. 


Capitol] (RKO) 2,000; 35-42)—‘Oz’ 
(M-G). In for an extended stay of 
four weeks or more, a deviation 
from this stand’s second-run policy. 
Setting a house record for recent | 
years with a wham $16,000. Last} 
week ‘Tropics’ (M-G) (2d run), n.s.h. | 
$3,800. 

Family 
‘Timber Stampede’ 
Men’ (Par), ‘Down South’ 
separate. Summer normal 





(RKO) (1,000: 15-25)— 
(RKO), Lost 
(RKO), 


$1,800. 





(20th), ‘Girl and Gambler’ (RKO), | 
‘Panama Lady’ (RKO), singly. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— | 
‘Stole Million’ (U). Weak $3,500.) 
Last week, ‘Hell's Kitchen’ (WB) | 
fair $4,200. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 25-40)—‘To- 


morrow Comes’ (U). Transferred 
from Palace for second week. Sad | 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Each Dawn’ | 
(WB) (2d run), fair $3,700. 


Palace (RKO) ,2,600; 35-42)—‘Star | 


Maker’ (Par). Favorable $11,000. 
Ditto last week on “Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U). 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 35-42)— | 


‘Stanley’ (20th). Moveover from Al- 
bee for second run. Refreshing $5,- 
000 for theatre’s best biz since re-| 


Girls’ (M-G), terrible $2,800. 


‘TOMORROW’ OK $9,200 
IN SLUGGISH INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 29. 

Just when theatre operators in the 
downtown sector thought prosperity 
had returned with a good take last 
week, the turnstiles slowed down, 
}and this week are disappointing. 
| Radio gives the theatres competition 
with war news, 
Derby is taking about 10,000 nightly 
| to the Butler Fieldhouse. 

tate Fair due to start Friday, which 
| usually means good biz, managers 
are telling collectors to come around 
next week. 

Circle is taking top coin with 
|‘When Tomorrow Comes’ and ‘For- 
gotten Woman,’ but biz sluffed off 
after strong opening to bring total 
under expectations. Loew’s is on 
the black side, but below average, 
with ‘Winter Carnival’ and ‘Miracles 
for Sale.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 35-30- 
40)—‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
and ‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB), held 
over from Circle for second week. 
Okay $3,600. Last week, ‘Stanley’ 
(20th) and ‘Quick Millions’ (20th) 
| finished with strong $4,500. 
| Cirele (Katz-Dolle( (2,600; 25-30- 
'40)—‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and 
‘Forgotten Woman’ (U). First pic 
given credit for okay $9,200. Last 
| week, ‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) 
|and ‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB), nifty 
| 9,800. 
| Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
|—‘Winter Carnival’ (UA) and ‘Mir- 
j}acles for Sale’ (M-G). 
|for so-so $7,200. Last week, 
|(M-G) and ‘Blondie Vacation’ (Col), 
'socko $12,500, 











| ‘Mikado’ (U) singled day 





!—‘Glamour Girls’ 


while the Robber | 
With the) 


Under par | 
‘Oz’ i 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Four Feathers’ (UA) (3d wk). Pac- 
ing toward very nice $2,900 after 
good $3,800 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—Remontons Champs 
Elysees’ (2d wk). Should gross good 
enough $1,000 after nice $1,300 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 23- 


34) — ‘Mademoiselle Docteur’ and 
‘Retour a l’Aube.’ About usual $3,- 
000, seasonally good. Last week 


‘Pepe le Moko’ and ‘Gosse en Or,’ 
average $3,200. 


STAR MAKER’ 





$9,000 INK. C. 





Kansas City, Aug. 29. 
First-run situation here is aided by 


|} opening of Tower with vaudfilm for 


a 25c admission. Opening week re- 
ception is steady though not boister- 
ous. 

‘Star Maker’ soloing at the New- 
man is standout of the week. Film 
is certain holdover and looks for first 
line gross of $9,000. 

Other houses taking it easy, Or- 


nN Same last week with ‘Moto Vacation’| pheum having a holdover of ‘Bache- 


lor Mother’ and ‘Saint in London,’ 
Midland a lightweight dual bill, and 


Esquire and Uptown day and dating | 


MAT len An? 
wii KaGod. 


Weather man has been exception- | 


ally favorable with unusually cool 
August, 
Estimates for This 
Esquire and Uptown 
west) (820 and 1,200; 


Week 
(Fox Mid- 
10-25-40 )- 
and date in 
Clientele select and 
gross consequently limited. Slow 
$4,000. Only five days here: makes 
way for ‘Stanley’ today (Wed.). Last 
week, ‘Hotel Women’ (20th) played 
second seven days to $6,000, good. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
(M-G) and ‘Man 


both houses. 


|}opening Aug 4. Last week, ‘Glamour | Couldn’t Hang’ (Col). Slow at $7,500. 
| Last week, ‘Oz’ (M-G) played solo, 


in contrast to established dual policy, 
to heavy matinee returns, but 


| couldn't garner night biz in propor- | 


| tion, winding up with $13,500, still 
| very good. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
| 25-40)—‘Star Maker’ (Par), single. 
Crosby film opened Wednesday and 
bettering recent takes here. Pace 
| will bring in around $9,000, and cer- 
|tain holdover at that rate. Last 
| week, ‘Leading Citizen’ (Par) went it 
alone to satisfactory $6,500. 


| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
}—Bachelor Mother’ (RKO) and 
‘Saint London’ (RKO) (2d wk). Will 


| see *$5,700, good. Last week, house 


reopened after dark summer with 
same bill to nice $9,000. 
Tower (Joffee (2,050: 
‘Could Happen’ (20th) 
Hour of Joy’ on stage. 


10-25 )— 
with ‘One 


turn to former policy of combined 
vaude and films at 25c gate. 
ing looks for $6,500 take, not excep- 
tional, but in the black. 


Ginger Stick $9,000, 
‘Carnival’ 8G, Toronto 


Toronto, Aug. 29. 
_ Continued strong lineup of product 
is maintaining that definite b.o. up- 
turn noticeable here in recent weeks. 
Somewhat unexpected buildup of 
‘Bachelor Mother’ is whizzing the 
|Uptown to important coin, and is 
|definitely a holdover. ‘Stanley and 
| Livingstone’ went into its second 
stanza at the Imperial, first holdover 
at the FP-Can deluxer in many 
|moons. ‘Winter Carnival’ also 
| healthy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Imperial (FP-Can) (3.373: 
50)—‘Stanley’ (20th), Good 








25-35- 


$6,500 


House re- | 
opens after shuttered summer to re- | 


Open- | 





‘Name Only’-Vaude $21,500, Frisco: 
Crosby 166, ‘Feathers’ Warm $14,000 


_ 





third week | 
/on second week after splendid $7,800 


|on first round. 

| Leew’s (Loew) 
‘Winter Carnival’ 
$8,000. 
| wk), good $6,800. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433: 
| ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) and 
Came Back’ (RKO). 
'$3,100. Last week, ‘Clouds Over Eu- 
|rope’ (Col) and 
| (Col), satisfactory $3,300. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761: 25-35-50) 
—'Bachelor Mother’ (RKO). Excel- 
lent $9,000. 
ers’ (UA) (3d wk), very good $6,700. 


‘Oz’ Nice $15,000 
In Detroit; H.0.s 


(2.611; 25-35-50 )— 
(UA). Very good 








Detroit, Aug. 29. 
Biz bogging down currently 
face of flock of holdovers, and ‘Wiz- 
ard of Oz,’ which reopens the 
United Artists after summer dark- 
ness, is town’s only bright spot. 
Estimates for This Week 


‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U) (2d wk) 
combined with ‘Panama _ Lady’ 
(RKO). Boyer-Dunne vehicle moved 
here after nice sesh at Fox. Headed 
for pretty fair $5,000. 
‘Stanley’ (20th) (2d wk) and ‘Wo- 
man Judge’ (Col), former moved 
here after neat stanza at Fox, also 
around $5,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Coast Guard’ (Col) plus ‘Blon- 
die Vacation’ (Col). Not more than 
$10,800, pretty slow after several 
good weeks. Last week, ‘Tomorrow 
Comes’ (U) and ‘Made Me Spy’ 
(RKO), neat $18,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit? 
| 30-40-55) —‘Each Dawn’ (WB) (2d 
|wk) plus ‘Night Work’ (Par) (2d 


|wk). After clipping off good $16,000 





(4,000; 





Last week, ‘Chips’ (M-G) (3d 


‘Girls Go Paris’ 


Last week, ‘Four Feath- 


Hold B.0. Under 


25-40)— | 
‘Five 
Good enough | 


| 
| 





in | 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— | for It’ (Col) (3d wk.). 


| 
| 


Last week, | 


—+ 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

General pattern of biz on Market 
Street almost an exact duplication of 
last week. Take for main stem’s 
seven major houses will total around 
$89,000, the same figure grossed in 
the last stanza. Of the seven, again 
three have new films, three shelter 
holdovers and one nourishes a trans- 


‘In Name Only’ leads the street at 
the Golden Gate, though the film had 
no special bally to get it launched. 
‘Four Feathers,’ backed by plenty of 
splurging, is making an ace showing, 
as is the new Crosby opus, ‘Star 
Maker.’ At the Warfield ‘Wizard of 
Oz’ is piling a swell $11,000 on top 
of the first week’s sock $19,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Fach 
Dawn’ (WB) and ‘Indianapolis’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). Although only half of last 
week’s total, $12,000 is quite all right 
for a supplementary period. First 
week’s $23,000 was a walloper and 
ahead of estimates. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55) 


—Name Only’ (RKO) plus vaude 
and Ambers-Armstrong fight pix. 
Surprising everybody, this combo 


will pull_a super $21,500 to lead the 
street. With no_ special ballyhoo, 
‘Name’ is outdrawing even the phe- 


|;nomenal ‘Bachelor Mother’ which 
lasted three weeks at the Gate. Last 
week ‘Spellbinder’ (RKO), $13,000, 


about as figured. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 30-35-40) 
—Tomorrow Comes’ (U) and ‘Asked 
Set for an 
okay $6,500. Last weel:’s $8,100 was 
a considerable drop-off from what 
hed been figured on. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 30-40)— 
‘Star Maker’ (Par) and ‘Magnificent 


Fraud’ (Par). Will entice a good 
$16,000. House touched the same 
figure last week with holdover of 
—‘Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Chan Treas- 
ure Island’ (20th). 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-40) 


‘Stanley’ (20th) and ‘Chan Treasure 
Island (20th). Attendance at this 
double in closing days at Paramount 
prompted switch a block down the 


| street to smaller St. Francis to pick 


last week, combo currently is taking | 


fair $11,500. 
| Palms-State 
| (3,000; 


30-40-50 ’)—‘Iron Mask’ (UA) 
(3d wk) and ‘Naughty Nice’ (WB) 
| (3d wk). Paced for fairish $5,500, 


| following first stanza at $6,000. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 


| (2,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Oz’ (M-G). 
| Plugged nicely and easily town’s 


leader at $15,000, as house reopens 
after summer layoff. Figures to stay 
another stanza at least. 


Never Wces Staley OK 


For Rensselaer, N. Y. 


Rensselaer, N. Y., Aug. 29. 
William T. Wright 


Mayor unex- 


| pectedly vetoed the ordinance which | 


vote, stating his belief the governing 
body of the city should check rather 
|than aid ‘the growing tendency to- 
ward commercializing the Sabbath 
‘Day.’ Mayor gave no indieation of 
his attitude at a public hearing pre- 
ceding passage of ordinance 
weeks __ before. Some __ observers 
| thought veto might have a political 
| angle. Wright is an announced can- 
|didate for re-election, although he 
| has been refused the ‘official’ Re- 
| publican designation. Rensselaer is 

a city with a strong church element, 
| considered to be a bit blue-law in 
its leanings. 

Mayor Wright's veto message, filed 
with the city clerk, read: ‘Some- 
time ago an ordinance 
Sunday performances 


was 


If 
all business restrictions that now ex- 
ist are removed, Sunday will berome 
just another day in the week. I feel 
that the growing tendency toward 
commercializing the Sabbath Day 
should be checked rather than aided 
by the governing body of the city, 
and I therefore strongly urge your 


| see no good reason for its reveal 


ure.’ 
Veto probably means the end of 

efforts, while Wright is mayor at 

least, to place Rensselaer’s lone the- 

atre on a seven-day week. Albany 

theatres will be beneficiaries. 

d eee 


WB SMUGGLER PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
‘Uncle Sam Awakens’ goes into 
production Sept. 5 at Warners, with 
Ronald Reagan starring and Lya Lys 
as a spy. 
Picture deals with aliens smuggled 
into this country. 








further consideration of this meas- | 


(United Detroit) | 


| ‘Oz’ 


| 


| Common Council had adopted by 7-2 


up sizable leftover, which will make 
a fine $7,000 this session. Last week 
‘Tropics’ (M-G) and ‘All Come Out’ 
(M-G), moved from Fox, drew down 
a better-than-hoped-for $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55-75 )-—‘Four Feathers’ (UA). Best 
opening day in three years points to 
grand $14,000 for this well-splurged 
Britisher. Film was subject of first 
color ad ever to hit a local drama 
page, apnearing Tuesday (22) in the 
News. Third week of ‘Shall Have 
Music’ (UA) in preceding stanza 
grabbed the expected $5,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
(M-G) (2d wk.). One of the 
best exploitation jobs ever to hit this 
town insures a good $11.000 for ‘Oz's’ 
prolonged engagement. Fantasy went 
completely over the top last week 
for a socko $19,000, way beyond an- 
ticipations. 


OL HEFTY $7,000 IN 
OKLA. CITY: ‘DAWN’ OK 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 29 
It’s ‘Oz’ time in Oklahoma City. 
Pic pulled $1,370 first day, and is 
holding steady for $7,000 on the Cri- 


| terion week, a smash. 


two | 


| week, 


prohibiting | 
adopted | 
by the Common Council, and I ean | 





Other pix okay, too, for good, all- 
round week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Oz’ (M-G). Smash $7,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Tomorrow Comes’ (U), 
so-so $3,100. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and ‘Spell- 
binder’ (RKO). Nice $2.800. Last 
‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) and 
‘Cowboy Quarterback’ (WB), split 
with ‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par) and 
‘Timber Stampede’ (RKO), mild 
$2.100. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500: 25-35-40)— 


‘Each Dawn’ (WB). Looks like $3.- 
600, good. Last week, ‘Tropics’ (M- 
G), socko $4,900. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)—‘To- 


morrow Comes’ (U), on moveover. 
Fair $800. Last week, ‘Leading Citi- 
zen’ (Par), $800, also on moveover. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25)— 
‘Tidal Wave’ (Rep) and ‘Prison Bars’ 
(Col), split with ‘Coast Guard’ (Col) 
and ‘Five Little Peppers’ (Col). Very 
acceptable. $2,700. Last week. ‘Mon- 
tana Skies’ (Rep) and ‘Boys Reform- 
atory’ (Mono), split with ‘Woman 
Doctor’ (Col) and ‘King Turf’ (UA), 
nice $2,550. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 20-25-35)— 
‘Tropics’ (M-G), on moveover., good 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Iron Mask’ (UA), 
fair $1,200, on moveover. 


THE FUN BEGINS 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
‘The Incredible Mr. Williams.’ @ 
screwball story with Joan Blondell 
and Melvyn Douglas teamed again, 





| rolled yesterday at Columbia. 


Everett Riskin is producing. 
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~ RKO RADIO HITS THE 












APY Music HALL WITH A 
| HELD OVER! 


First four days $7,000 ahead of “IN NAME 
ONLY,” Radio City’s three-week summer sen- 
sation ... the show which gave the Hall its 
biggest RKO RADIO opening in three years - 

Aa until “FIFTH AVENUE GIRL” walked in!... 
2 oF Definitely another RKO RADIO hit in that 
1 glorious $100,000-a-week division! ... 
ALL SET FOR THE BIG COAST TO COAST 
PRE-RELEASE SMASH IN SEPTEMBER! 





WALTER CONNOLLY *VERREE TEASDALE « JAMES ELLISON 
ABS 2, TIM HOLT * KATHRYN ADAMS + FRANKLIN PANGBORN « rrooucen Ano DIRECTED By 
; ie se . PANDRO S. BERMAN IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION - SCREEN PLAY BY ALLAN SCOTT - GREGORY LA CAVA 


That’s The Kind We Mean When We Say BIG ONES from RKO RADIO! 
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Hungary's Legit, Pix Uncertainty 
For 39-40 Laid to Curbs on Jews 


Budapest, Aug. 15. 


With the new season approaching, 
Hungary’s show biz, namely legit 


and film production, are practically | 


at a standstill. And the cause points 
towards anti-Jewish restrictions. 
Although season starts less than a 
month from now, and rehearsals 
should be well under way, it is still 
uncertain which of Budapest’s pri- 
vately-owned theatres will open in 
the fall, and under what manage- 
ment, since stage clause of the anti- 
Semitic law stipulates that executive 
managers of all theatres must be 
members of the Actors’ Chamber. 
Latter also passes on acting licenses 
for legit theatres. Final decision 
rests with the mayor of Budapest. 
All of Budapest's important pri- 
vately-owned legit theatres applied 
for licenses under same owners as 
last year, although one or two found 
new figureheads to conform to stipu- 
lation of the law. Chamber delayed 
decision until last week, thus keep- 
ing hundreds of actors, etc., in un- 
certainty throughout the summer, 
since no contracts could be made by 
managements that did not know 
whether they would receive their 
licenses or not. Now, Actors’ Cham- 
ber, approving all others, advised 
against granting a license to Paul 








Film on the Vatican 





Rome, Aug. 19. 
March of Time, after months 
of delicate negotiations, has 
finally been granted permission 
by Pope Pius XII to film the 
+ Vatican, and is in the midst of 


a M. of T. on the Papal terri- 
| ACTS ON FRAUD 


tory. 

Film will include not only 
governmental phases of the Vat- 
ican, from its own _ postoffice, 
customs house, defense force, 
etc., but will also illustrate the 
various ceremonies of the Cath- 
Olic church. 


Griffiths’ WB Future 
In Eng. Up in the Air; 
Max Milder’s G.M. Post 


London, Aug. 29. 
Although consolidation of distribu- 








French Gov’t Makes Closer B. O. 
Check in Tax, Royalty Vigil 





Paris, Aug. 19. 

Closer governmental supervision of 
box-office returns for taxation and 
royalty purposes has been instituted 
by decree. Henceforth the govern- 
ment will keep a strict tab on exhib- 
itors by obliging them to make pe- 
riodical statements. Violators are 
liable to fines ranging from 1,000 to 
10,000 franes (current rate of ex- 
change of the franc is 2.65c). 

This, it’s hoped, will end the in- 
creasing practice of some exhibitors, 
who issue false financial statements 


in order to pay less taxes to the gOv-| tion by First National and Warners 
ernment and smaller commissions to | in England was Officially approved 
the producers, In the past there was | at a joint board meeting of the two 
no way of checking the total number | companies here last week, David 
of tickets issued, since there was nO | Griffiths, managing director of FN, 
control at the source. Printing shops | refused to accept the post of general 
will now require special permission | sales manager in the new setup un- 
from the government to print tickets. | der Max Milder, who was appointed 


managing director. Griffiths, how- 

















ever, remains a director of the new 
organization known as Warner 
Bros., Ltd. 

Previously, FN and WB virtually 
divided the product Warners shipped 
to Great Britain. Griffiths, who has 


Preferred Canadians, 





Osaka, Japan, Aug. 12. 

Fifteen members of the Takara- 
zuka girls opera troupe have been 
permanently suspended from the 
Japanese stage because, according to 
reports, they recently declined an 
invitation to speak before an anti- 
British rally in the town of Takara- 
zuka, preferring instead to dance 
with members of the visiting Cana- 
dian basketball team in Kyoto. 

Officials of the Takarazuka school 
sponsoring the unit, were threatened 
with a cancellation of the permit 
allowing other members of the 
troupe to conduct a month's tour in 
North China to entertain Japanese 
troops, unless they took measures to 
punish the guilty 15. 


BUYING POOL 





London, Aug. 29. 


John Maxwell's scheme for a line- 
\up of 1,000 indie theatres in a buying 
‘pool, for which he would put up the 


| financing, has had only a lukewarm 





Nippon Girls Punished 


LOOKS COLD 





FILMS TO WELD 
BRIT. EMPIRE 
CLOSER 


Montreal, Aug. 29. 

With appointments to be made 
from the Dominion cabinet, the civil 
service and the Canadian public, the 
National Film Board, provided for in 
legislation passed at the recent ses- 
sion of Parliament, will be set up in 
the next few weeks. It will function 
as part of a campaign for education 
and greater understanding between 
the British Empire dominions. 

Duties of the board will be to 
supervise preparation and distribu- 
tion of ‘documentary films,’ mainly 
educational, for use throughout Can- 
ada and the Empire. This will be co- 








ordinated with similar activities 
throughout the other British domin- 
ions. Plans for the board were 
worked out chiefly by John Grierson, 
secretary of the Imperial Relations 
Trust, now in Australia working on 
similar plans there. 

Films prepared under the board's 
supervision will be designed to show 


,modes of life and work in various 
| sections of Canada, and will be dis- 


tributed on a Dominion-wide basis in 





Poca aes or 


reception from the exhibs, many of | 


W ; |2 plan to show h the other fell 
Brody, executive manager of Mag- | NE PIC CO. BD. been head of the Kinematograph| whom remember the sticky end of _— — oe — 


, : |lives. These films will be sent to 
yar and Andrassy theatres, although | Renters Society here for a number | what was once known as the Dixey | Great Britain and the Dominions in 


Brody is a member of the Chamber | of years, said he had no immediate | Scheme, later the short-lived British | exchange for similar films from these 
and has been manager of the latter | future plans. He had been active in | Independent Exhibitors Distribution 





London, Aug. 21. 


theatres for years, playing for many 
successful seasons. 

Great resentment is felt against 
Ferenc Kiss, president of the Cham- 
ber, who, instead of working for ac- 
tors’ interests, has taken this step, 
against Brody, thus forcing many 
actors out of work, 

Mayor, however, still must give 
his decision on the manager. 

Discuss Provincial Units 
Other important decision, now 
under discussion between Ministry | 
of Education and Actors’ Chamber, 


is re future of provincial stages. | 


These, partly subsidized by state and 
municipal means, have been strug- 
gling for years. Latest plan is to 
scrap municipal companies and sup- 
port a few touring companies in- 
stead. This system, authorities claim, 
would make for a higher standard of 
production, but, on the other hand, 
would increase actor unemployment. 

Confidence shaken by anti-Semitic 
laws and interference of the Film 
Chamber are faciors in the film pro- 
duction lull, Although a government 
order recently issued decrees that 
20% of all programs in the coming 
year must consist of features made, 
or failing this, dubbed in Hungary, 


and 30% of shorts and educationals 
shown must be home-made, there 
are only two or three new Hun- 


garian-made features awaiting fall 
release. There are a similar num- 
ber awaiting immediate production, 


as against 25 or 30 made in Hun- | 
gary during the spring and summer 


months in recent years. 


Complete uncertainty paralyzes ac- | 


tivity of distributors. Ruling of the 
anti-Semitie bill, which stipulates | 
that executives of distributing firms | 
must be members of the Film Cham- | 
ber—admission to which has been 
almost exclusively limited to non- 
Jews—has not been enforced so far, 


the financial affairs of the company 
| over here during the earlier days of 
distribution. Because of this active 
participation, Griffiths’ associates 
were surprised that he was not given 
the top spot in the new setup. 


The Green brothers, couple of 
| locals who recently disposed of Wal- 
ter’s cigarets to Imperial Tobacco Co. 
for $2,000,000, are entering film pro- 
duction. Teddy Carr, joint manag- 
ing director of United Artists, is in 
constant huddle with the Greens, 
with company to include N. E.|; * 
Neville and Syd Harrison, financiers, | POintment of a man to the post of 
on the directorate. Leslie Howard! eneral sales manager for the new 
will also be on the board as pro- | Warner Bros. distributing company 
ducer-actor. Company is to make 
three pictures yearly for UA release. 

The Greens also own the freehold 
of the London Casino, which they re- 
cently purchased from the bankers. 


Mex Unions Plan Reprisal 
Vs. US. ‘Discrimination’ 








| home office in New York. 
|} formation was the original 
|from Harry M. Warner, 
Max Milder was 


cable 
in which 
mentioned as the 
| 


| 








Warner is due back in New York 
on Labor Day, according to latest in- 
formation. 

WB-FN sales merger has resulted 
in dismissal of practically the latter’s 
entire staff. Dave Dobey, general 


ens combined alignment. 





| Mexico City, Aug. 29. 


| Stiff retaliation is planned by | sales manager, and Jock Hutchison, 
| Mexican theatrical unions against | circuit sales head, among those to go. 
American vaude-revue players. | 





Unions are burned by what they con- | 


vee unfair discrimination against | NEW ‘CRAZY’ SHOW 
| Mexican entertainers in the southern 
CLICKS IN TRYOUT 


|U. S., particularly Los Angeles. 
Unions, it is understood, are pre- 
London, Aug. 29. 
The new Palladium ‘Crazy’ show, 


paring to ask the government to 
| “The Little Dog Laughed,’ played be- 


greatly limit the admittance of | 
American players to Mexico and re- 
| fore a packed house in its opening 


sivict their work in this country. 





i) Provincial Dates For i : bees rg yee in su- 
on 9 ‘ urban righton, last night (Mon- 
Forest Prior to London day). House had been sold out for 


the opener for two weeks. 
debuts a run at the 


London, Aug. 29. Show 


Five provincial dates have been set 


No official word regarding the ap- | 


|in England has been received by the | 
Only in- | 


head of the new corporation under | 


Co. Associated British chief's pro- 


| 
| 


| posals are regarded as just another | 


|variant on the cooperative booking 
| idea, which has never reached first 
base in the U, K. 
| resistance from the distributors. Only 
| difference appears to be that Max- 
well find the bankroll and the 
indies would not be called on to 
participate in any franchise arrange- 
ment, 


woud 
WwuUuUMuU 


council of Cinematograph Exhibitors 
| Ass’n, but no enthusiasm was shown 
there, and item was merely referred 
back for discussion at the next ses- 
| sion, which won't be until the middle 
of September anyway. Exhibs are 


wary of the plan, realizing that Max- | 


| well didn’t propose it merely for the 


| good of his health. 





| could hold in the hollow of his hand 
| would be a nice business spec for any 


Proposal was submitted at general 


due to determined | 


A group of 1,000 theatres which he , 


| produccr, but the indies aren't so hot | 


|}on any setup which would virtually 
bind them to take product unseen. 


| Maxwell, putting up his idea to a 


|CEA delegation, quite clearly offered | 


|}all his resources, of production 


as | 


" - R | 
well as financing. Some of the exhibs | 
| feel there may, accordingly, be more | 


behind it than behind previous 
efforts to start a ‘First National’ on 
this side, but there still seems to be 
no inclination to start right in and 
explore the chances. General im- 
pression is that the scheme is still- 
born. 





Palladium | 


latter. In England special interest in 
things Canadian has been greatly 
stimulated by the royal visit this 
summer, 





TAX GN FOREIGN FILMS 
Mexico City, Aug. 29. 

New tax on American and other 
foreign pix is in the offing. This 
levy, a nick on every alien film .ex- 
hibited in Mexico, is desired by 
some Mexican producers who figure 
that this will be a keen way to pro- 
vide more funds for official aid for 
the home industry. 

Sponsors of the tax say there's 
plenty justification for the impost, 
that a like levy is in effect in Eng- 
land, France, Germany and Japan. 


N.S. Wales Deficit May 
Sink Gov't Prod. Backing 


Reports reaching New York from 
New South Wales, Australia, that the 
government there faces a deficit that 
may reach as high as $16,006,006 on 
the 1938-39 budget, suggest that the 
proposed governmental plan to 


| finance local film production has gone 


a-glimmering, or at least won't be 
sufficiently feasible at this time to be 


| made applicable. 


for Henry Sherek’s production of 
‘Petrified Forest,’ which reaches the 
West End this winter. The Robert E. 
Sherwood play, which had a run 
on Broadway several years ago and 
subsequently was filmed by Warners, 


opens in Edinburgh Jan. 29 and fol- 
lows 





; : with bookings i rlasgow 
Since detailed instructions for the Newcastle. Liver ol he _-atl 

; ~~ I stle, Liverpcol g anches- 
execution of the law have not yet ter ' a oo 
been issued by the government. Re- : 


cently, however, the Film Chamber Owen Nares plays the 
demanded that every distributing 
firm should nominate a Film Cham- 
ber member as its executive head 
within 48 hours or discontinue its ac- 
tivities. Firms would also be liable 
to criminal charges if defaulting. 
Par in Chamber 

None of the local branches of 
American companies, except Para-| | ; Tokyo, Aug. 12. 
mount, being represented by Film| he Shimbashi Embujo, one of 
Chamber members, they have turned Tokyo's leading legit theatres, is of- 
for instructions to American head- | fering the Japanese version of ‘Dead 
quarters. If no qualified executives | End,’ translated from the United 
answer toe the Film Chamber's re-| Artists picture which made a big hit 
quirements and at the same time en- | ©" local screens recently. 
joying the confidence of the Amer- | It features the special summer per- 
ican firms, it’s possible that several | formance of the Shinkyo Gekidan, 
American companies may walk out 4 Modern school theatre. 


of Hungary. 
It seems likely, however, that | DENIS IN CALCUTTA 
Calcutta, Aug. 12. 


some sort of last-moment com- 
Armand Denis and his wife, Leila 


created by Peggy Conklin. Show is 
being held up due to Nares’ commit- 
ment to H. M. Tennent for the tour- 
ing ‘Robert’s Wife,’ which quits the 
end of the year. 


Jap ‘Dead End’ 





promise will be reached. Withdrawal 
of American product would be ca-! Roosevelt, who started on a film- 
tastrophal for exhibitors and for the’ making trek from New York last 
entire trade, particularly at a mo-/| May, are here, having just returned 
ment when home production has| from Burma and China where their 
practically stopped, and when grad- | expedition covered 3,500 miles. They 
val release of frozen American as-| filmed about 10,000 feet, consisting 
sets promises to give a new impetus | mainly of tribal pictures. 

to American imports, | Their last pic was ‘Dark Rapture.’ 


Howard | 
role, with Jessica Tandy in the part | 


Sept. 11. 

The Gertrude Hoffman Girls, Con- 
| dos Bros., Barr and Estes and Willie 
West and McGinty scored, the latter 
particularly outstanding. Show is 
overlong, but is being readjusted, 





Jeanson, Gallic Playwright, 


| Jailed for Gov’t Censure 


Paris, Aug. 19. 
Henry Jeanson, dramatist, many of 
whose works have been screened, has 
been sentenced to 18 months in 
prison and fined 5,000 francs (about 
$135). 


| He was charged with violating the | 


law dealing with the publication of 
articles ‘having for their aim reduc- 
ling French authority on part of the 
| territory over which this authority is 
exercised.’ 

| In an article Jeanson censured 
French colonial methods, charging 
|they were no better than those for- 
| merly employed by Germany. The 
severity of the sentence is due to the 
fact that the article was freely cir- 
|culated in the colonies and because 
of his non-appearance in court. 


‘Dick’ a London Hit 


London, Aug. 29. 
Ben Travers’ new fzrce, ‘Spotted 
Dick,’ is a hit, following its open- 














ing at the Strand here Wednesday | Actress is under contract to Metro | (UA) after the second week. 


night. (23). 


j fred Drayton and Joyce Barbour, 


France Honors Lumiere, 
Inventor of the Cinema 


Paris, Aug. 20. 
Actors, critics, dramatists and 
others connected with the French | 
cinema and legit came in for dec- | 


Government is reported recently to 
have allocated $600,000 for local pro- 
duction. 


O’Neill, Sherwood Plays 


orations during the past week. The | 
French government, which handed | 


them out by the carload during the | 


past few days, paid Louis Lumiere, 
French inventor of the cinema, one 
of its highest honors by giving him 
the Grand Cross of the Legion of 
| Honor. 

|} Playwright 
made Grand Officer of the Legion 
of Honor; Charles Mere, president 
of the Society of Dramatic Authors. 
j; and Pierre Brisson, drama critic of 
Figaro, Paris daily, were both raised 
to the rank of Commander. 

| French stage and screen actors 
| Pierre Blanchard, Gaby Morlay, 
Valentine Tessier and Mary. Mar- 
| quet were made Chevaliers. 


Tristan Bernard was 





Flo George’s ‘Widow’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Florence George goes to London 
next month to take the femme lead 
in revival of ‘The Merry Widow,’ 
which Carl Brisson will produce at 
the Savoy and in which he’li also 
play a top role. 





by. 


moon in Europe with Everett Cros- | 





| theatre 


For Mussolini Theatre 


Aug. 19. 
Sher- 


Rome, 
Eugene O'Neil and Robert 


wood will represent the U. S. when 


the 1939-40 season of Mussolinis 
Theatre of Art gets underway here 
in October. Included among the 


offerings are O’Neill’s ‘Anna Chris- 
tie’ and ‘Beyond the Horizon,’ along 
with Sherwood’s ‘Petrified Forest.’ 

Somerset Maugham’s ‘Rain’ is also 
slated. 

Lococo Back to S. A. 

Clemente Lococo, Buenos Aires 
owner and Spanish film 
producer, sailed for home Saturday 
(26) after two months in New York 
and Hollywood. Lococo closed a dis- 
tribution deal for two of his pro- 
ductions with Guerrero & Kunzler 
to be distributed in the U. S. 

Guy P. Morgan, manager for 
United Artists in the Argentine, 
sailed with Lococo. 


BOMBAY ‘NAZI SPY’ BIG 


Bombay, Aug. 12. 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) closed here after 





| three strong weeks, ‘Captain Fury’ 


| 


| and recently returned from honey- | 
| Featured are Robertson Hare, Al- 


‘Jesse James’ (20th), in its second 
week, opened smash, following €x- 


i tensive bally. 
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Stalked by terror...gripped by fear...goaded 
by love!—this killer who was brute enough 
to‘commit murder, human enough to seek 
a woman's arms, but not brave enough to 
take his rap!... POWER-HOUSE DRAMA 
machine-gunned with hot emotional con- 
flict and pulse-pounding suspense!...A 
-standout picture for thrill-satisfaction and 
box-office pull! 
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THE UNDER-PUP 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Universal release of Joe Pasternak pro- 
€u ' Features Gloria Jean, Robert 
‘ nings, Nan Grey, Directed by Rich- 
wt Wallace. Screenplay by Grover Jones, 
story by I. A. R. Wylie; camera, Hal 
Mat editor, Frank Gross; asst director, 
\ ghan Paul; musical director and vocal 
“ ‘evin; song, Ralph Freed 
FA n Previewed at Pan- 
li Runr g time.87 MINS, 
i mma ¥- . -- Gloria Jean 
L I | rt Cummings 
} \ DAB. pccbeccocasee Nan Gre 
Grandpa. ...cscccercccecse Cc. Au Ss h 
M PROPMtION. . ccsccseses -eulah fF i 
Jit PEL. cecscccssese \ i We 
M DOP .ccccetoesece M al 
Mi yton. e Ra iond 
Li i Pe ee ee = 
Mir. ¢ DOP ccecccsvecvcescs Paul Cavanagh 
SOMO... ccosse Cereseccevccecces tilly Gil I 
Sk eth Brown 
Tolio’s BOMB... cccccescscces tt Lenhart 
Un Dan.ee. Frank Jenks 
ae PEO uss ven eos fiirley Mil 
I Bree Samuel S,. Hinds 
MT. BMRA. ccoccccessecscecosces Iirnest Truex 
BArG. BIMDMi ceccccectococgccess Doris Lloyd 
Berry BiIMNGis cscs siccccescescDICki@ Moore 





Joe Pasternak has the faculty of 
making big ones out of little ones, 
and along the way uncovers some 
new talent that must get considera- 
tion for starring brackets. Three 
years ago, Pasternak wheeled a 
moderate budget programmer, ‘Three 
Smart Girls,’ into a hit, and estab- 
lished Deanna Durbin as a star. His 
guidance of Miss Durbin’s three pic- 
tures since has been an exceptional 
display of production capabilities. 
Similarly, ‘The Under-Pup’ qualifies 
as surefire entertainment for audi- 
ences of all classifications. It’s b.o. 
for deluxers; can catch a goodly 
share of holdovers: and will gather 
momentum for hefty biz in the sub- 
sequent runs. Picture will generate 
word-of-mouth praise to build 
grosses after opening. 
Eleven-year-old Gloria Jean is 
here presented for quick starring 
recognition. Typical American girl 


of her age, youngster has warm 
poise, winsome personality and a 


screen presence that is remarkable 
considering this is the first time she! 
faced the cameras. She also has vo- | 
cal ability which is demonstrated 
briefly in several sequences. Re- 
gardless of her singing, Gloria Jean 
is well qualified for starring respon- 
sibilties in the future, predicated on 


the ease and assurance that she 
demonstrates here. 
Vari: 


While he was about it, Pasternak, 
consciously or otherwise, uncovered 
# youngster team that can easily be 
promoted into a series of program 
features. Kids, Billy Lenhart, eight- 
year-old bass violinist, and Kenneth 
Brown, seven-year-old accordionist, 
forcefully impress as a comedy duo 
with mischievous antics that score 
numerous laughs. Their katzenjam- 
mer didoes are ever-effective. Kids 
are Pasternak discoveries. Producer 
caught them playing benefits around 
Los Angeles, and was impressed with 
their comedy in the musical line. 
After start of the picture, comedy 
sequences for the kids were inserted 
for buildup purposes. 

Story is a simple tale of the kid 
who lives across the tracks, and 
whose contacts with daughters of 
the rich provide the necessary dra- 


matic conflict. Gloria Jean, living 
in the tenements, wins a vacation 


trip with members of an exclusive 
girls’ school. Youngster is out of 
place and her attempts to mix bring 
continual snubs, Striking up friend- 
ship Ww Virginia Weidler, whose 
parents are separating, Gloria Jean 
succeeds in fighting back against the 
school clique and is instrumental in 
bringing the Weidler parents to- 
gether for her pal’s happiness. 

Supporting cast is excellently set 
up. Virginia Weidler gets sympathy 
as the poor little rich girl, Ann 
Gillis and Shirley Mills are arrogant 
youngsters, with Dickie Moore in 
early sequences as Gloria Jean’s 
brother. Robert Cummings and Nan 
Grey are okay for romantic inter- 
ludes. 

C. Aubrey Smith gives a fine por- 
trayal as the sympathetic, gruff but 


lial 


wise granddad who understands the 
world and its ways. Beulah Bondi 
is a stern head of the girls’ school, 
while Billy Gilbert provides his 
standard dialect and grimaces as 
camp handyman and father of the 
wo boy Ernest Truex and Dori 


Lloyd groove neatly as Gloria Jean 
parents. 


' Peutures 


| raising 





CONSPIRACY 


(WITH SONGS) 
Clift Reid production, 
linda Hayes and Allan Lane Li- 


RKO releuse of 








rected by Lew Landers. Original story by 
John McCarthy and Faith Thomas; screen- 
lay by Jerome Chodorov; editor, George 
Hivels musical director, Frank Toure; 
sones by Lew Rrown and samuel Fain 
}camera, Frank Redman At Rialto, N.Y., 
week Aug. 21, "SY. Running time, 58 MENS, | 
EL aa Lane! 
Nedra Hayes | 
Sls psucsRedemaataesbewk Barrat | 
BtUGs. i ic iscccoccoveceaee e<6 Charley Foy | 
| Seutenant.cecseese ° ... Lionel Royce | 
‘ ee 1. Farrell MacDonald , 
Gai .Lester Matthews ; 
CarlBon..c.ccccscscces Hienry HKrandon } 
WilSOM. .cccesccvees William Von Brincken 
Trim fast-action meller with no 


names to elevate it past secondary 
portion of double setup. At times, 
‘Conspiracy’ looks like a_= screen 
test for Linda Hayes and Allan Lane, 
but for the most part Director Lew 
Landers sacrifices heavy emoting for | 
an energetic pace that keeps the plot 
thread unraveling at a steady clip. 
Wavering story trend at outset 
and failure to identify the locale of 
picture are minor weaknesses. Starts 
like a spy yarn but develops into an | 
odd concoction of revolutionary con- 
spiracy, wild chases and heroics by 
an American ship radio operator. 
These weird connivances are never 
fully identified, possibly because 
some of the government lads are de- 
picted in bad light. Inspector of 
military police tells his men to ‘get 
the wireless operator. Native cops 


and soldiers always are shown as 
brutally aggressive and unreason- 
able. | 


Shipment of poison gas for use by 
this odd country starts the fireworks 


with a revolutionary plotter being 
bumped off aboard the American 


steamship. Then the radio operator, 
also a Yank, plunges into the bay 
and makes his escape. He runs into 
a beauteous secret operative (also 
with the revolutionists) on the dock 
and that chance meeting eventually 
builds to his escape. 

But before getting away from the 
clutches of the native gendarme and 
military, Allan Lane, as the radio 
operator, runs the gauntlet of hair- | 
experiences. Hidden away 
by another American, a cafe opera- 
tor. he has to duck heavy firing from 
the Yank boat, evade a speeding gov- 
ernment motorboat and eventually 
take to a seaplane to reach safety. 

Besides looking handsome, Allan 
Lane shows thespian possibilities of 
a rugged sort. Picture also is the 
initial glimpse of Linda Hayes, a 
prelim in RKO’s nationwide ‘Gate- 
way to Hollywood’ contest for new 
screen faces. She shows up remark- 
ably well, including two ballads she 
sings. Best is ‘Take the World Off 
Your Shoulders.’ A looker, the girl 
is called on to effect a foreign ac- 
cent, almost Swedish, being cast as a | 


native of the anonymous foreign | 
country. She looms as a definite | 


Robert Barrat, 
com- 
nages 


future potentiality. , 
as the Yank cafe owner, 1S 
petent while Charles Foy ma 
some chuckles as his front man. | 
Supporting cast is headed by J.| 
Farrell MacDonald, Lester Matthews | 
and Lionel Royce. 
Lew Landers directs well 1- | 
ering his story material. Dialog is| 
effective throughout. Cameraing by 
Frank Redman is trim. Wear, 


= ———__—$_— 


annaeiaA 
Celsiae- | 


Death of a Champion 


Paramount production and release, Fea- 
tures Lynne Overman Virginia Dale, 
joseph Alien, Jr.,. Donald O'Connor Di- 

ed by Robert Florey. Screenplay by 
Stuart Palmer and Cortland Fitzsimmons, | 
from story by Frank Gruber; camera, 
Stuart Thompson: editor, Archie Marshex. 

t Criterion, N , week of Aug. 23. Rune 
I e time, 67 MINS, 

Ol © Quade.icers weceeeLYnne Overman 
BO Vawkidatansveeees Virginia Dale 
..Joseph Allen, Jr. | 

seccece Donald O’Connor 

rrrrTerTer sit Susan Paley 

.ackeeun Harry Davenport 

Shr ened cece eed Sany Robert Paige 
cucebeedvvees ae. sear 


....-Hal Brazeale 
Frank M, Thomas 
...-David Clyde 
Walter Soderling 
.-..Pierre Watkin 
.... Bob McKenzie 





around the murder 
show unreels as 
fare. Features Lynne 


Mystery 
of a champion 
f-the-mill 

a memory wizard book- 
h footage repeatedly lifted 


built 


, 
c o 
aog 


Overman as 
Se ller, Wii 


"Ol oS Ss] as iv nbers } ' — a 
ee oe mee five anees, ~ by youngster Donald O’Connor, as 
i yy ye snow ra classicé ee: “tari Fie Py oa 
ee nown OF & Classical | his assistant. A fair dualer in toto. 
tune. Excellent judgment has been Treatmen t is light. devoting little 

‘ emurrivc: a s Dam ss be ~~ ¥ z - 


exercised in spotting the songs, each 
focusing 
too sharply on girl’s vocal abilities. 


briefly delivered without 


Numbers include Mozart’s ‘Shep- 
herd’s Lullaby,’ Sousa’s ‘High School 


Cadets,’ 
‘Annie 


Reinke’s ‘Choir Song’ 
Laurie.’ 


guidance by 


into a neat package. 


signment which 


est elements and cute episodes. 
Mohr’s camera 
Jean to fine advantage. 


COL. HOLDS KEATON 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Columbia renewed Buster 





shorts under Jules White. 
Comic recently finished 
briefies. 


and 
‘The Under-Pup’ 
shows masterly production setup and 
Pasternak, who has 
welded his entertainment elements 
Direction of 
Richard Wallace is topnotch, and es- 
pecially noteworthy due to the as- 
necessitated hane | 
dling so many individual youngsters 
and groups. Script by Grover Jones 
one of the best turned out in some 
time, is crammed with human inter- 
Hal 
work shows Gloria 


, 


Kea- 
ton’s writer-actor deal for two more 


two 


time to three dog murders connected 
with and the ly 
death of a blue ribbon Great Dane, 
skipping on, the instant the shot is 
fired, to build up to the next brutal- 
ity. Direction is smooth once it gets 
past the initial few minutes wherein 
the laying of the plot is a confused 


following 
roOlLliowing 


stock and newsreel shots of various 
dog shows and winners. 
| Overman and his young partner 
|follow these shows, carnivals, 
doing a mental wizard act to sell en- 
cyclopedias. They’re in on the pup 
murder and the following ones, and 
Overman is forced into turning 
sleuth because of the activities of his 
aide. Kid is an ardent detective story 
fan and his attempts at solving the 
goings-on get him into all sorts of 
situations which finally leads to 
Overman’s piecing together of events 
and forcing the culprit to show his 
hand. 

The actual slayer is kept well un- 
{der cover, being, as usual, the least 
suspected. However, the final ex- 
planation of reasons for his maraud- 
| ing, done at a last scene get-together, 


untimely | 


: ee" i 
bouncing around of events utilizing 


etc., | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘The Under-Pup’ (U). Good 
entertainment for all audiences, 
introducing Gloria Jean as new 
singing starlet for Universal. 

‘Conspiracy’ (RKO). Swift- 
action meller, with Allan Lane 
and Linda Hayes, latier a prelim 
‘Gateway’, new faces contest. 

‘Death of a Champion’ (Par). 
Mystery meller skimpy on plot, 
Fair dualer. 

‘Stop, Look and Love’ (20th). 
Weak programmer for duals in 
subsequents and family houses. 

‘Coast Guard’ (Col). So-so 
romantic thriller with good 
name rating; for lower dualling. 

‘Flight at Midnight’ (Rep). 
Weakie dualer starring Col. Ros- 
coe Turner, Jean Parker and 
Phil Regan. 

‘Range War’ (Par). Another 
Hopalong Cassidy western, up to 
standard, 

‘Conquest of Peter Great’ 
(Amk). Lavish Russe spectacle 
with some excellenj perform- 
ances but limited appeal. 

‘Dans Les Rue’ (French- 
Made), A French ‘Dead End’ 
with the moral that crime 
doesn’t pay. Limited audience. 

‘Prison of Corbal’ (Un). Dull 
version of Rafael Sabatini’s 
French revolutionary story which 
even spicy moments fail to save. 

‘Circumstantial Evidence’ 
(French-Made). Amusing farce, 
with top French names, that'll do 
well in France. 

‘Monsieur Brotoneauw’ (French- 
Made). Light farce, Raimu star- 
ring, that spells b.o. in France. 
Censors would stop it abroad. 

‘Rules of the Game’ (French- 
Made). Bound to arouse com- 
ment, but hasn't got much b.o. 
value. 








sstensibly a private showing of Over- 
man’s mental act, is credible. 

In between, the accepted formula 
of sidetracking audience sleuths is 
carried out. There’s a lady doy food 
dispenser, ultimately one of the 
corpses, who’s pointed up as possibly 
responsible; a friend of the daughter 
of the dog’s owner, who bet a size- 
able sum his dog would top the dead 
one for honors, when his bank bal- 
ance wouldn't cover his bet if he 
lost; and a nurse of the dog’s owner, 
in whose handbag Overman 
covers a very suspicious hypodermic 
needle. 

Performances are all 


okay. Vir- 


a ee 





appeal to the sentimentalists, while 
chins. But realists will find it in- 


eredible and any Coast Guardsmen 
who wander in will have the cold 


| shudders. Picture should draw fairly 


| well on names and hoke action, but; 
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ee 


| Hayes, the ‘Windy’ of these stories, 
the thrill stuff should panic the ur- | 
| popularizing 


whose humor has gone far in 
their appeal. In his 
place is Britt Wood, as Speedy Mac- 
Ginnis, who strives hard but not as 
effectively to fill the comedy gap. 
This time, Hoppy has to imper- 


it’s manifestly a programmer for the | sonate an outlaw in order to show 


duals. 


Yarn by Richard Maibaum, Albert | 
Duffy and Harry Segall is just an-| 
other of those concoctions whipped | 


up a band of ranchers attempting 
to thwart construction of a railroad 
line. It seems the largest landowner 
realized that the completion of the 


; up by the writing staff to fill out aj| railway would cut him out of tolls 


| production schedule. 


; new 


| 


| 





| he gets permission to conduct a plane 
| search and effects the rescue 


| fantasy. 


| ties 


| 
| 


| ricane 


| 


tion, but M. W. Stoloff has contrived | 
| a few arresting moments in the mu- | 
| sical score. 


| 


| doesn’t get the 


| 
| 
| 


| 


dis- | 


ginia Dale as the nurse and romantic | 


interest for Overman does a neat job | 
| but has comparatively 


little to do. 
Camera is average, major portion be- 
ing interiors. 


Stop, yer Love 


{WITH SONGS) 








Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

20th-Fox release of Sol Wurtzel produce 
tion, Directed by Otto Brower Screene 
| play by Harold Tarshis and Sada Cowan, 
dD 1 original | y Ha D rm a 
l el Andro e t < | Mi go 
song, Sidney Clare and Jule t f bre 

ewed at Uptown I A., Aug. 25, °39. 
tunning time, 57 MINS 

Louise Haller.ccccccccces . Jear 

FOG BGHOPs ccciccisccscess William 

oo i | are ene Rober 
Ae ee Collins 
1 MmMme Hallemscesccicccscces M 1 Gombell 
eg wet eee reer eres tora Sue Collins 
WE SEND SUMMIT cc cicceeve es lay Ward 
Sere Bent i.0 0665400004009 2 Roger McGee 
PEIN s 5306406008 0 0+bb0840640% Lillian Porter 


Substandard programmer that will 
have to pick up whatever bookings 
it can as filler support in the subse- 
{quent and neighborhood 
Looks like someone tried to send up 
|a trial balloon to fly another family 
series. It’s from an old Harry Delf 
play, previously done. 


houses. | 


Film’s few laughs are engendered 


by timeworn gags that are not well 
done, and which strain in tempo. 
Most of cast goes in for broad mug- 
ging and impossible’ delineations. 
Plot structure is too simple for 
words. Jean Rogers is afraid to en- 
tertain boy friends at her home, due 


|to mother’s (Minna Gombell) pro- 
|pensity for gossiping and assuming 
a marriage is in the offing. Miss 
Rogers fall in love with Robert Kel- 
lard. and when the latter finally 
meets the family, ma_ temporarily 


blows up the remance—but there's a 
happy ending. 


nocuous | and pointless episodes of 
family life. 


COAST GUARD 


Columbia of Fred 
duction, Features Randolph 
ces Dee, Ralph Bellamy, 
Directed by Edward 
screenplay, Richard Maibaum, Albert Duf- 
| fy, Harry Segall; camera, Tucien Bal- 
| lard; film editor, Gene Milford; musical 


release Kohlmar pro- 
Scott, Fran- 
Walter Connolly. 
Ludwig. Original 





| director, M. W, Stoioff. At Globe, N, x 
j week Aug. 26, '39. Running time, 72 MINS, 
| Speed Bradshaw............ tandolph Scott 
Nancy Bliss...... coscecosn BranCces Dee 
Lt ond Dower........ Ralph Bellamy 
| Tob AiSS.. hen ee Walter Connolly 
See OUD 6 a. « wis 6b aaah b eeea .. Warren ilymer 
| Capt. OO SP ee © Kobert Middlemass 
Commander Hooker.......Stanley Andrews 
LZ, TROUPSON. o2siccces Kedmund MacDonald 


|. Class B 
with 
strength 


action-meller 
average marquee 


romantic 
above - 


Scattered throughout are some in- | 


| 





i 





rehash. Merely a rather confused 


Piece tells about a couple of Coast 


It doesn’t pre- | charged 
| tend to say anything, nor take any | herds 
way of saying the same old} 


cattlemen to permit the 
right of way through his 
property. The land baron’s scheme 
is quickly unraveled by Hopalong 


| mixture of several dependable plot /and his pals, and the dishonest gang 
formulas, with a finale so implausi- | ip. 
| ble it should make Dick Tracy hang | builds the film’s climax. 
his head. | 


is rounded up. A terrific gun battle 
It’s well 
staged excepting that after an hour 
of shooting only about three men 


Guard roommates who fall out over | are actually hit. 


the same girl. She marries the rest- 
less guy, who goes to the pups when 
she walks out on him. He busts up 
a plane while stunt-flying to show 
off before her, and is grounded by 
the commanding officer. But when 
his erstwhile pal is lost in the Arctic, 


in a 
sequence that makes ‘Alice in Won- | 
derland’ seem more commonplace | 
that the phonebook. 

One or two of the dramatic scenes | 
are capably written and _ sincerely 
played, but the hoke stuff is pure 
Film might have made 
something of the pictorial possibili- 
in the Coast Guard, but con- 
fines itself to phoney-looking hur- | 
stuff and heroic’ rescues, | 
Process faking is feeble. 

Edward Ludwig's direction is 
suited to the calibre of the produc- 








Randoiph Scott is ac- 
ceptable as the he-man hero, but is 
somewhat ponderous as a gay charm- 
er. Frances Dee is genuine and ap- |} 
pealing as the girl, while Ralph Bel- | 
lamy gives his customarily satisfy- | 
ing performance of the man who} 
Zirl. Walter Con- | 
nolly is again gruffly convincing and | 
Warren Hymer is as always in a} 
Warren Hymer part. Don Beddoe is! 
a realistic bartender. Hobe. 





FLIGHT AT MIDNIGHT 


(WITH SONG) 
Republic release of Armand Schaefer proe 
duct ! St s Jean Parker, lI’fil R 
(ol Roscoe Turner, Directed Siddne 
Salkow. Screenplay, Eliot G ‘ , from 
original by Daniel Moore Hugh King 
camera, Ernest Miller; editor, William 
Morgan; musical director, Cy Feue ong, 
Ralph Freed, Burton Lane Reviewed in 
the Projection Room, N. Y., Aug. 24, ‘3%. 
Running time: 66 MINS, 
SPINNELP.ccccvececece bvertcccnes Phil ¥ in 
Pinna useeebseace'es lean Parke 
oe Turne 
Armst ! 
Beery, J 
n br 
len lvnd 
ara Pepper 
rry Hayden 
ee BEMWEG. ceccccéacasese Raymond Biailey 
Discounting the story, whose 


transparency is evident early, ‘Flight 


at Midnight’ has been well cast to 
Suggest possibilities for the duals. 


Camera is standard while direction 


often lags through poor pacing. Ex- 
traneous, meaningless dialog is an- 
other factor. Col. Roscoe Turner, | 
who’s starred along with Jean Par- 


ker and Phil Regan, gives the picture 
some authenticity, with the casting 
at times shrouding the poor story, 
Turner has litile to do but play him- 
self. 

‘Flight’ is essentially a tale of 
aviation and romance, with the usual 
triangle suggestion. There’s Regan, 


the devil-may-care mail pilot: Miss 
Parker, a transport plane hostess, 
with whom Regan is linked ro- | 


mantically, and Robert 
the landing field’s super. 

Interjecting the proceedings, Re- 
gan manages to tenor one number, 
‘I Never Thought I'd Fall in Love 
Again,’ whose only distinction lies 
in Regan’s good pipes. More perti- 
nent to the yarn is Regan’s ultimate 
repentance of his ways when, 


Armstrong, 


through his own negligence, his 
grease-monkey sidekick, played by 


Noah Beery, Jr., is killed in a crash. 
There’s the usual face-saving situa- 
tion, however, with Regan, via some 
adroit planing and a premeditated 
crackup, saves the lives of Turner, 
Miss Parker and others when their 
plane, flying blind, heads for some 
high-tension wires. 


i 


RANGE WAR | 


Paramount release of Harrv Sherman pro- 
duction, 


Features William Boyd, Russell 
Hayden, Matt Moore. Directed by Lesley 
Selander, Screenplay by Sam Robins from | 
story by Josef Montiague, based on char- | 
acters created by Clarence E. Mulford; | 
editor, Sherman A. Rose; camera, Russell 
Harland, At Central, N. Y., dual, week 
Aug. 25, '39. Running time, 64 MINS, | 
| Hopalong Cassidy............ William Boyd 
|} Lucky Jenkins............. Russell Hayden | 
| BOOK COMB sc ccaceesess Willard Robertson 
| Jim Marlow...........e0.+.....Matt Moore | 
3. Brera Pedro de Cordoba | 
Ellen Marlow.................Betty Moran | 
Speedy Mac@Ginnis........ ; Britt Wood 
Charles Higgins........... Kenneth Harlan 
Dave eee Francis McDonald 
2. rr $0 066660 085 Don lLatorre 
rae cooeees- Glenn § Strange 
Deputy Sheriff..... eecceesss».- Marl Hodgins 
PY eee eeecesesese. Stanley Price 
PCN 866k sc 600% wT TrYTTTTTT Jason Robards 





| 
j 
| 
} 
| 


Hopalong Cassidy again rings the | 
bell in this series of westerns which 
Paramount has made into. real! 
money - makers. Only discernible | 


Heart throb content should ' weakness is the absence of George 


Earl Hodgins 


112, ’39, 


William Boyd, as Cassidy, and 
Russell Hayden, as Lucky, his close 
pal, are the same old characters as 
before, even managing to’ surmount 
many implausible passages. Wood 
makes a fairish comic-relief figure as 
the harmonica- playing cowhand. 
att Moore, screen veteran, returns 
to pictures as a stalwart railroad 
builder. Pedro de Cordoba man- 
ages to make the padre role con- 
vincing. Kenneth Harlan, another 
oldtimer, has a bit part as a banker. 
grabs several laughs: 
as an excitable deputy Sheriff. 

Betty Moran, as the railroad con- 
tractor’s daughter, supplies a bit of 
romance, It might be smart to de- 


| velop a one-girl romantic vein in 


this series, as long as it promises to 
go on forever, instead of getting a 
new femme for successive produc- 


tions. Willard Robertson again is a 
villain—the land baron. 

Lesley Selander provides some 
honest, capable’ direction while 


Russell Harland has executed a slick 
job photographing the grandeur of 
the mountainous background. Wear. 





Armstrong-Ambers Fight 


Light weight boxing 
Yunkee Stadium, N. Y., Aug. 22, between 
Henry Armstrong and Lou Ambers. 
sented by Banner Pictures, Inc., Jack 
ker supervising At Rialto, N. Y 
26, ‘34% Running time, 20 MINS, 


championship = at 


Pie- 
Kein 
- Aug. 


There has been more dispute over 
the decision that awarded the light- 
weight title to Lou Ambers over 
Henry Armstrong, little colored 
triple champ, than any ring contest 
in years, but the picture recording 
does not clear up the argument, 
Nor, while the photography is un- 
usually clear, is the film any more 
satisfactory than the contest was to 
the fans at the Yankee ball park. 


Had the contest been screened in 
its entirety it probably would be 
very tiresome. Portions of 10 out 


of the 15 rounds are shown, the pic- 
ture running but 20 minutes. Fight 
actually consumed 45 minutes (three 
minutes per round) so that the ac- 
tual footage would have run at least 
50 minutes including opening and 
closing announcements, not count- 
ing the minute rest periods, had it 
been fed to the projector. 
Indications are that the solution 


as to whe was entitled to the de- 
cision was left on the cutting room 
floor. Some who saw the picture 


figured that Armstrong was robbed 
but they didn’t see all the wallops 

nor all the low blows. As early as 
the first round a sock below the belt 
is clearly registered. In the llth 
session, when Henry had Lou on the 


rones pennering him with both 
hands, the referee spit the com- 
batants because some of the colored 
lad’s blows were landing in foul 
territory. 

In the last round Ambers looked 
the stronger and there is a_ sus- 


picion that the whirlwind Armstrong 
is slowing up somewhat. Sports 


| writers, fans, managers of both fight- 


ers, and officials have expressed dif- 
ferences of opinion about the match. 
The managers scoff the idea that it 
was slated to go to Ambers, so that 
a third match would be in line. 
First time they met Henry copped, 
but was so badly cut that he was 
out of combat for months. Real rea- 
son that he lost this time was that 
five rounds were awarded to Ambers 
because of low punches. That puts 
it right up to Arthur Donovan who 
made the rulings, and there has 
never been any doubt about that ref- 
eree’s judgment in the ring. 
Pictures do not compare with the 
Louis-Galento shindig, which in- 
cluded intimate shots of the heavies 
in their dressing rooms after the 
hectic affair. It was figured the 
Armstrong-Ambers thing would go 
the limit and therefore additional 
material was not necessary. Just 


| another fight picture, although busi- 


ness at the Rialto Saturday (26) was 
excellent. Ibee. 


SVET PATRI NAM 


(‘The Worid 1s Ours’) 
(CZECHOSLOVAK-MADE) 


Frank Kassler release of A. B. produe- 
tion, Stars Voskovec and Werich. Directed 
by Mac Fric. Adaptation by Voskovee 


and Werich of their play ‘Heads or Tails’; 
music by Jezek; English titles, Herman G. 
Weinberg. At World, N. Y., week Aug. 
tunning time, 96 MINS, 


(In Czech; with English Titles) 
Despite the high degree of tech- 
nical excellence and first-rate com- 
edy gagging, propaganda film based 
on factual account of the Fascist un- 
dermining of Czechoslovakia will be 
(Continued on page 19) 
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 - e | shoe finish that registers throughout. | PARAMOUNT N. Y MUSIC HALL N Y 
k | Miller brings vocalist Ray Eberle | ’ ’ ° . 

uropean ar risis ] S own | out of wings for ‘You Crazy Moon’ ; Seema ; — 

'and ‘To You,’ allows him to take| Jimmie Lunceford Orch with Dan | Russell Markert presents ‘Bo ji< 

| three bows and chokes it off with! Grissom and James Crawford; Peters | Box Revue’; settings, Nat Karson: 

'*One O'Clock Jump,’ brass and saxes | Sisters (3); Stump & Stumpy; ‘Our! costumes, Marco Montedero ak 

{ ass ours ater coming downstage to battle it out in| Leading Citizen’ (Par), reviewed in| Willa Van, executed by H. Rogue: 

3 ® *9 smash finish. Morgan and Randall, | Variety Aug. 2. uue, 


introduced as ‘England’s revenge for 
the Bceston Tea Party,’ take it next in 
summer tuxes for perfectly timed 





Jimmie Lunceford’s date at the 
| Paramount sounds like a summary 


lighting, Eugene Braun. Cast: Flor. 
ence Rogge's ballet, Nina Whitney, 
| Leon Fokine, Nicholas Daks, Deji« 


Krupska, Louise Fornaca, Mari 

Tense and dramatic pictures of, bration of the 25th anniversary of | nut pantomime and strong-arm acro-|in the flesh of arrangements that| Grimaldi, Nina Sabatini yeaa 
€vents and preparations in Europe; the opening of the Panama Canal, | patics while wearing monocles. Fin- | have gained special favor among Jive | Hickey, Frances Laurie, Hilda Eck- 
for the fatal day that, it is hoped, 


will never arrive, were spliced into 


newsreel bills in New York on Mon- | 


day, less than 72 hours after some of 


exhuming shots of Teddy Roosevelt 


dedicating the waterway. 


news stuff, none pertinent. 


Rest is fashions and various spot) 


ish strong with prone one-over-one 
arm-stand while lighting one cigaret 
from another. 


| dise fans. Lunceford does slip in a 
number or two that he hasn't cut 
|for Vocalion, whose list he consis- 


ler, Viola Philo, Male Choir (Williain 
| Reid, director), Trixie, Los Rauche- 
tos (3), Paul Haakon, Rosita Orte; 


| Rapee), Richard Leibert, Rockettes 


_ St Miller next holds center of band-| tently graces as a best-seller, but} Mignon Dallet, Esther Dale. Music 
them were shot. It was a vivid pre- een | stand for sweet arrangement of ‘Lon- | the reaction from out front isn't the| Hall Symph (conducted by Ey io 
view demonstration of the speecy | STATE N Y | donderry Air’ with red, green and| same. Familiarity not only perks ! 
coverage to be expected in the event | ’ . . : 


the conflict comes. 
Crisis reels came across the At- 
lantic on an Imperial Flying Boat to 


Montreal and were brought down by | 
of them, | 


American Airlines, First 
1,200 feet of Paramount clips, was in 


the show at the Embassy on Broad- | 





| Bunny Berigan’s Orch 
| Danny Richards; Eunice Healy, Max- 
ine Sullivan, Al Trahan & Rose Per- 
| fect; ‘Man in the Iron Mask’ (UA). 


| saiieaiiten 


| nately. 
(14) with | of wings to contrast sweet girl grad- 


white overhead spots working alter- 
Marion Hutton bounces out 


| uate appearance with smash jitter- 
| bug vocalizing of ‘Jim Jam Jumping 


Jive,’ ‘Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones’ 
and ‘Hold Tight’ and bring the house 


up the attention but makes it all 
sound the sweeter. It isn’t a high- 
powered concert that Lunceford de- 
livers, yet there’s a varied anc 
many-sided demonstration . of the 


His stand in this spot is limited to a 





Harlem swing idiom about his work. | 


| (36); staged by Gene Snyder: ‘Fifth 
| Ave. Gir? (RKO), reviewed in 


VARIETY Aug. 23. 


; 
| Quite a stage show this week, par- 
| ticularly strong on dancing, but an 


fgg Bs te nan magia 4 re ‘excellent blend of almost al! the 
5 State’s | down. and covers her s ° . variety tricks. ‘* vue’ 
way by 10:30 a.m. Other scenes, | chow ie at leact poke, It upens with | With third chorus, pauses for three | _Super-heat.is put on by the band| ranges from Paul Haaren, MeN 
taken at Warsaw late last week and 4 plare and winds up with a crash, | bows, and Miller talks through ap-| at the opening and closing of its| Ortega, Leon Fokine, Nina Whitne. 
put aboard planes at the Polish capi-| Bunny Berigan isn’t going to let |Plause to introduce Pinky Lee and Co, repertoire. For the bow-on it'S| Nicholas Daks and’ Hilda Eckler’s 
tal Saturday midnight are expected | anybody sleep while he’s on the | Veteran act, playing first Washing-|‘Ain't What You Do’ and at the | array of terps to Viola Philo’s bal. 
in New York for late shows today | stage: anyhow, not while there’s a| ton engagement, finds two Cockney | fadeout the aggregation cuts loose |jadeering and Trixie’s juggling 
(Wednesday). puff left in his nine wind instru-| gobs chattering themselves into with a choicer lowdown morsel, ‘For | tricks. —o 
Considerable quantity of other ma- ments, plus his own trumpet. strong position at outset, stepping it | Dancers Only.’ In between the ox Trixie is a particularly effective 
terial was dropped out of the Em- What may go on 52d street. how- | up with arrival of blonde who's be- hibition runs mostly to jitter ver’ | performer for a massive 6,006- 
bassv bill which started last Thurs-|ever, is not always suitable for a ing chased by invisible menace, | S!0nS of such oldtimers as ‘Down | capacity auditorium like the Music 
day ‘to accommodate the preparation theatre. Berigan, for one, is too Gives each a chance at hoofing spe- By the Old Millstream, Annie | 
for combat. 


There’s about 20 min- 


utes of it in all, of which eight are 


noisy, playing strictly to the jitter- 
bugs. There's 


cialty and hits high point when 


| Laurie’ and ‘Margie.’ That torridly 


| Hall, where the sight values are thus 
|further enhanced. Petite 


A a . blonde 
no modulation, just Pinky flees weeping into audience to | brass treatment of ‘Millstream’ might | works like a male and achieves some 
the new Paramount clips inserted a steady roar. sit On woman's lap and begs her to | stir the older folks to bitter thoughts | near-sensational results from het 
Mcnday. Others who give footage| Band is on the stage throughout, | say he’s the best of the three. Rates | but to the jive addicts on hand it’s| globular balancing, ball and plate 
to the threatening situation are Fox, | playing the acts as well as his own speech, great stuff. Dan Grissom, orch vo-| juggling, 
Metro, Pathe and Universal. 


Par’s shots, the first from abroad 


|arrangements. It’s not doing a bad 


job for the outside talent, but then | 


Band takes finale via “Bugle Call 


| calist, takes the edge off the blast- 


round acrobatics and the 


jlike. She'd be a strong floor show 


Rag,’ featuring drummer Maurice | ing somewhat with his crooner) act as well. 
since the crisis came to a boil, are in, it hasn't very much playing to do | Purtill in solo with subtle rhythm] cuddling of the chorus. James The relationship of intime cafe ts}- 
many cases repetition of what has! for them. Crew nicely backgrounds | rolls and a minimum of slam-bang.| Crawford also lends a tonsil to the ent to rostrum work is further 
been shown before in the way of! the excellent ballet-rhythm tap of | Puts the bugs in a frenzy. Curtain | vocal interludes. The intended, but | pointed up, but in inverse ratio, in 
war preparation. They're much more | Eunice Healy, but she’s held down | qown and up for a single bow to a| dubious, appeal in his case is aj|the instance of Rosita Ortega. The 
dramatic and_ intense, however. | to just that one dance. Tooters are) riot out front. froggy gutteral. A quartet, doubling| Spanish stepper has always been 
That's visible in the drawn expres- | also behind the singing of Maxine | 


nec 


sions of the people in the film as 
well as in tte bated reception by 
the newsreel audience. 

The clips go through one crisis 
zone after another, some regions, 
like Danzig, being covered in a few 
feet. France and England naturally 
get the greatest play, particularly the 
latter. 

French scenes show soldiers pour- 
ing through Paris streets in mobili- 
zation and Americans tossing their 
own baggage in their hurry to make 
their exodus. There are also grave 
views of Premier Daladier and other 
officials. 

The swing then goes through Dan- 
zig, showing Nazi propaganda signs 
and swastikas everywhere; to Ger- 
many, picturing the return of For- 
eign Minister Joachim von Ribben- | 
trop from Moscow, where he drew 
up the pact with the Soviet; Gibral- 
tar, depicting defenses inside the 
rock, and finally England. 

English scenes are by far the most 
terrifying. Aside from the usual 
Chamberlain pix, in which the Pre- 
mier looks even more gaunt than 
ever, there are views of soldiers and 


| Sullivan, and this is where they 
really shine, inasmuch as the dusky 


'miss is herself a product of Swing 


Street. | 
Opening night (Thursday) Miss 
Sullivan sang ‘The Lamp Is Low,’ | 


| ‘Jackie Boy’ and ‘The Lady’s in Love | 


with You.’ She was called back for 
a reluctant encore of ‘Loch Lomond,’ 
but refused to go any further than 
that, bluntly telling the audience 
she had not rehearsed any more | 
sones, 

Her reception was as good 
vocals, and the latter are 
forte in the swing idiom, 
audience didn’t show much appre- 
ciation for Berigan’s own vocalist, 
Manny Richards, near the opening 
Richards is a microphone baritone; 
he steps up and plants his legs wide 
apart and then lets go with one paw 
over his heart. Song is ‘I Poured 
My Heart into a Song,’ which makes 
the gesture appropriate, but his 
voice doesn’t exactly fit. Nor did 
Berigan help him any when caught 
by carrying on a conversation with 
the clarinetist while Richards was 
giving out. 


as her 
plentv 


but the 


: : ly i } 
sailors clogging the thoroughfares, Mh Bg My Ra 6 ee “the 
college boys erecting sandbag barri- | operatic foil. This is her first thea- 
cades around buildings, concrete-/|tre gate with him and she was re- 
filled windows, streets lights being . : - 


covered with black bags, curbs being | 
painted white as guides to drivers of 
vehicles unlighted for fear of death | 
from the air, camouflaged chimneys, 
sirens and the ever-present kids in | 
gas masks. 

There are also lengthy views of 
huge food storage plants on which 
Britain can subsist for 16 weeks, em- 


markably smooth in the familiar nut 
comedy routine. That blow-off cur- 
tain song, however, doesn’t belong 
nowadays; it’s small-timey. 
Berigan’s orch does its best blast- 


j}ing with ‘Jim Jam Jumpin’ Jive,’ 


with the pianist vocalizin In an- 
other tune, ‘I Can’t Get Started with 
You,’ Berigan himself furnishes the | 
singing. 


s : : : Both musicians are better 
phasizing that in this war she is|than the band’s vocal specialist 
taking no chances on being starved Richards. On the trumpet. Berigan 
into submission on her isolated isle. | ig yery clear. but also very loud 

No attempt is made to dramatize Show is running 53 minutes and 
the shots, and they don’t need it. | piz opening night (Thursday) was 
It’s just straight newsreel reporting. | okay. ad "Scho. 


Unfortunately, the Embassy, in its 
endeavor to give complete coverage, 
hasn’t edited sore of the other war 
clips enough, and there is direct re- 
petition in reels of several of the 


companies, which makes for a slight | 


fon . Glenn Miller Orch with Ray 

a ; . | Eberle and Marion Hutton: Ruthie | 
About once an hour the film is | : ‘Te 

stopped and late news bulletins | Barnes; Morgan & Randall; Pinky | 


from abroad are read. It’s a show- 
manlike move to add to the up-to- 
the-minute quality of the film and 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


| Snnatimmnninens 


Washington, Aug. 26. 


| Lee & Co.; ‘Winter Carnival’ (UA). 
; 


Glen Miller Orch, starting its first 


ernaires 


Biz good. . Craig. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 25. 
Paul Whiteman Orch (24) with 
Joan Edwards, Clark Dennis, Mod- 
(4); ‘Hotel for Women’ 
(20th). 


Paul Whiteman’'s show is provided 
essentially by his radio gang which 
1as slaying fair and dance en- 
gagements mostly. Comprising mu- 
sic and singing entirely, it lacks the 
variety which seems essential for a 


heen 
Voc 


well-rounded vaudfilm offering. Nev- 


| excellence. 


| and 


the general tenseness. big-time vaude tour, stops its own | 

Among the original clips in last show four times, boots three other | 
Thursday’s bill is Metro’s year-old | #¢tS Into sock position and sends its 
shot of Chamberlain’s return from | @Udience home convinced. It’s ac- 
his visit to Hitler, waving the Mu-|¢Mplished through mixing perfect | 
nich agreement which ‘guaranteed | Production with something midway | 
peace.’ It draws hollow laughter in| between manner and rehearsed busi- | 


light of current events. 

Remainder of the show is high- 
lighted by the March of Time, which 
devotes itself entirely to New York 
City, and is interesting in its detailed 
coverage of all phases of metropoli- 


tan life, delving into living condi- 
tions, transportation, amusements, 


population, government, and (as part 
of the latter category) an extensive 
insight into the N .Y. Police Dept. In 


fact, the latter half of the reel devel- | his emceeing to very few and very | zip, 
ops into quite a trailer for the cops, | 


ness, but using it all strictly as a 
| background for infectious rhythms 
|multiplied by Milleresque arrange- 
ments. It’s sock showmanship. 

| Latter effect is heightened by fact 
| that Miller, himself, plays trombone 
; almost constantly, stands on band- 
| stand among other musicians, only 
announces half the numbers and, al- 
though he does extremely pleasing 
| job when the need arises, confines 





well-chosen words. 


| quartets heard here. 
| only have voices, but know comedy | 


| 


Plus, also, that | enough. 


and in commentary and selection of | seldom-dared technique of pruning | 


maierial lends a favorable reflection 
to the current LaGuardia-Valentine 
regime. Fire Dept. draws a quick 
brushoff, getting routine coverage in 
battling a blaze. 

M. of T. closes the 59-minute show. 
Betwecn that and the opening war 
scenes there are few outstanding 
shots. Pathe comes up with views 
of the English airplane carrier that 


ertheless, judging by the exceedingly 


high degree of audience enthusiasm | 


and the tremendous boxoffice re- 
sponse here, the entertainment ap- 
parently fills the theatre bill to the 


| hilt. 


Probably the main reason for not 
feeling the absence of dancing, com- 
edy and other turns that add up to 
diversity is the orchestra and singers’ 
Everybody, apparently, 
enjoys this sort of music and song, 
and can’t get too much of it. 


There are 65 minutes of ear in-| 
triguing melody and the customers 
are continually begging for more. 
Numbers are astutely chosen— 


they’re all surefire pop favorites— 
the show moves along swiftly 
and without a single letdown under 
the expert guidance of Whiteman, 
who acts as master 
and wields the baton 

Orchestra lands solidly at the out- 
set with a corking arrangement of 
the lively ‘Carioca.’ 
with another sock—a mediey of 
Whiteman favs identified with the 
band. Of course, there’s ‘Rhapsody 
in Blue’ for the piece-de-resistance 


| that whips up audience response. 


On the stage, Joan Edwards proves 
as fetching a warbler as she is over 
the ether waves. Her charm and 
personality as well as her voice help 
to make standouts of such numbers 
as ‘Lady’s in Love,’ ‘Sunrise Sere- 
nade’ and ‘Lost My Dogie,’ perfectly 
suited to her style. She has a hard 
time begging off. 

Al Gallodoro from the band goals 
‘em with a sax solo, three other sax 
tooters joining for a hot finish. Like 
Miss Edwards, Al is a show-stopper. 
So, too, are Clark Dennis, tenor, and 
the Modernaires, smash male quar- 
tet. Dennis uses his pipes to the ut- 
most possible advantage in ‘Begin 
the Beguin,’ ‘Stairway to the Stars’ 
and ‘Back to the Lone Prairie.’ 

The Sax Soc-tette, nine horn toot- 
ers. has its inning and goes to town 
with ‘Hallelujah.’ Then the Modern- 
aires arrive and they're tops among 
Four boys not 


values. They sell ‘Beer’ Barrel 
Polka,’ ‘Hooray for Spinach,’ “Three 
Little Fishies’ and ‘Well, All Right’ 
with plenty of comedy business and 
and the audience can’t get 


There’s more comedy when ‘Goldie’ | 


| this fall’s applause to make it come} Goldstein appears before the mike 


| up again next spring. 

Pit band is on leave, with organ 
doing the trailers, and show opens 
with backstage introduction of Mil- 
ler. Green satin backdrop goes up 
on lighted moon effect as band goes 
right into ‘Running Wild.” Applause 
| gets a curt bow from Miller, satin 
drop comes down, house lights dim 


| for some hot trumpet blowing and | 





| 

‘ran away’ before its scheduled; and crew goes into ‘Sunrise Sere- 
Jaunching. Fox has some interesting | nade’ with phosphorescent mute 
angle shots of the perisphere of the | business. 

New York World's Fair getting a| Ruthie Barnes, pretty blonde in| 
coat of paint. Also by Fox is an ap-| velvet pajamas and rhinestone derby, | 
pealing record of an Australian sheep | exhibits graceful, effortless panto- | 
dog herding a smal] flock in a con-| mime taps and struts, an eccentric | 


test. Paramount looks in on the cele- 


tap without music, and a sock soft- 


clowning. He also leads the band in 
a funmaking interlude. 

On one occasion Whiteman him- 
self joins the violin group for a brief 
bit of fiddling. During the various 
numbers, too, Charley Teagarden, the 
trumpeter, gets several whirls at 
soloing; Roy Bargy performs on the 
piano; Mike Pingatore whams ’em 
plenty with his lightning fast work 
on the banjo, and a blind accordion- 
ist scintillates briefly. The ‘swinging 
strings’ and the brass section also 
take whirls at the spotlight. 

House nearly full at the late mat- 
inee performance caught. Rees. 


of ceremonies | 


Follows this up | 


from the instruments, likewise func- 
tions during the vocal intermissions 
!and gets away with it nicely. 

Only two acts, Stump and Siumpy, 
and the Peters Sisters, augment the 
| orchestral presentation, but they dish 
| out enough of their specialized en- 
| tertainment to make it satisfactory 
'all around. The three sisters, who 
| have played in pictures and are re- 
cently returned from over a year's 
work abroad, offer much more than 
expansive girths. They can import 
|a pleasant tingle to the ear, regard- 
less of whether they give out in 
straight harmonic fashion or in swing 
time. The trio has carved out an 
ingratiatingly rich routine even 
without the terpsy outburst which 
anticlimaxed their routine. For lots 
of laughs, the Peters turn rates sure- 
| fire for any type of bill. They went 
over big with this mob when caught. 
| With Stump and Stumpy it’s a 
| erazy assortment of tap dancing. 
| caterwauling, clowning and person- 
ality takeoffs, and the whole 
boodle moves at a fast clip. 
as much the life of the show as the 
Peters Sisters. Most of their cut- 


son but through it all runs talent 
that hits the higher levels. and that 
applies especially to their hoofing. 


| Business at the early Thursday 
(24) evening performance was light. 
Odec. 


| HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 


Atlantic Citu. Aug. 27 
Art Jarrett: Leon Lafell and his 
Rhuthm Aeolinas: Stuart and Mar- 
tin; Ruthania and Malcolin: Gae Fos- 
ter Roxyettes; ‘Flight at Midnight’ 
| (Rep). - 


ca- | 
They're | 


; ne 
| native Castilian steps, but the lone- 
| 


ting-up has neither rhyme nor rea- | 


noted for her flamenco and intricate 


range perspective shows 
clever footwork even to 
vantage. 

Haakon, another standout stepper 
in revue and the varieties, whams 
‘em with his Spanish terp routine on 
the heels of Los Rancheros, Mexican 
guitar threesome doubling from the 
Hotel Weylin bar. Latter do stand- 
ard Rio Grande vocalizing in native 
getup. 

The finale, ‘Fiesta de Verano’ (Mex 
summer festival), is the highlight of 
the presentation. Here Senorita Or- 
tega, presumably a country lass, seeks 
to imitate the svelte city gais’ 
dancing, and she achieves good re- 
sults for all her exaggerated bum >- 
kin bumps. Finale has the Rockettes 
in a corking tap routine, strikingly 
costumed in native Iberian folk cos- 
tume, and further set off by their 
white spats. 

Opening routine, 


her 


ad- 


up 
better 


The Flirt, fea- 


tures Nina Whitney as the titular 
coquette opposite Leon Fokine as & 
dancin’ fool of a sailor. Nicholus 


Daks is the cop, Dania Krupska the 
schoolroom prof. Louise Fornaca, 
Marie Grimaldi, Nina Sabatini, Ag- 


{nes Hickey and Frances Laurie are 


featured dancers in this sequence 


It’s a very effective terp routine in 
toto. Viola Philo backed by the 
M. H. male choir, in a Neapolitan 
background, clicks per usual with 
her sopranoing. Thence, Trixie’s 
tricks, and finally the Mexican re- 


vuette. 
Biz very solid both shows opening 
night (Thursday) and reported above 


;par all through the day, credited to 


Record crowd of the summer for | 


this house turned out to see what 
will most likely be next to the last 
| show of the season, and the best yet 
| presented. 
| three standards, a name, 
|dancing line, show has a bit of 
;} everything and enough to satisfy all 
| tastes. 

| Bill is opened by Roxyettes in rou- 
tine number to introduce Lafell and 
his three partners, who go through 


a novel bit with the Aeolinas, as he 
calls them, a variety of mouth organ. 
and score solidly with rendition of 
‘Poet and Peasant’ overture. All 
young boys with looks and voices 


Do a couple of vocals, and wind up 
with some hot stuff on the instru- 
ments. 

Ruthania and Malcolm do the con- 


ventional ballroom dance bit. and 
return later to try some comic stuff. 
While act showed grace and a suffi- 
cient amount of class, it has been 


done too often to be startling. 

| Art Jarrett, after a terrific build- 
|up via the Roxyettes and the off- 
| stage mike, renders several rhumbas 
,and a couple of pop tunes to hit his 
| big moment with ‘Over the Rain- 
|bow.’ Jarrett is tl. name 
|show and what really draws them 
in. Audience at show caught went 
for him solidly, eating up his songs 
and calling for more. 

However, for a real stopper, Stuart 
and Martin take all honors with 
| their comedy bits and playing on the 
strings. A violin bit by Stuart put 
| them over to a good fadeosut, and a 
marching turn was socko, This is 
the first real showstopper seen here 
in weeks and boys really go to town 
with their chance. 

Roxyettes close the show with 
their rolling hall number, one of the 
most novel of their many routines 
}and one which is good for laughs 
| when the rolling balls get out of 
|hand. Show will hold until Sunday, 
when a name bill is expected to go 
into this spot for the holidave. Hill. 


of the | 


Nicely rounded out with | 
and a/| 


| duo to fair results. 


Ginger Rogers’ draught because of 


her recent ‘Bachelor Mother.’ The 
overture, “Tschaikowskiana”  spe- 
cially arranged by Erno Rapee. is 
batoned by the Hall’s symph maestro, 
Abel 
STATE-LAKE, CHI 
Chicago, Aug. 26 
Dianne, Lane & Harper, Three St 
Johns, Harry Siemon & Co.. Hank 
Browne & Marcella, Lowe Hite & 


Stanley, The Daros; ‘They All Come 
Out’? (M-G). 


This bill is as limp as a layer of 


liver. Two acts walk away with the 
honors. One of them is a singie 
gal, making her first professional 
stage appearance under the billing 
of Dianne. That’s how limp this 
layout is. Not that the gal 1s! 

good. She has all it takes—appei'- 
ance, a set of soprano pipes with 
real quality, and charm. All! she 
needs is a few months’ experience 
to learn a little more how to muke 
herself at home on the stage 


ana 

some attention to diction. With that, 
she'll be ready for radio and niter- 
ies, as well as vaude. Heavy French 
dialect needs some work in order io 
make words understandable. 
Other act to grab the honors 1s 
Lowe Hite & Stanley—giant, norma! 
sized man, and midget. They're well 


known around Chicago. Due crealt 
to ’em for fast pacing, and hare 
work, directed along showman) 
lines. 


Joe Lane of Lane & Harper does 
the m.c. chores, and is acceptable at 
this type of house. Style is a little 
abrupt but carries friendliness ana 
ease. Working in his own act, h¢ 
and Miss Harper do a character song 
But the comedy 


| routine needs freshening up. Closins 


bit, using baseball field placue 


| striking out and running bases, oka) 
| as a laugh-getter. 


Hank Browne & Marcella, ofher 
man and woman comedy team, #r¢ 
strictly for kids. Paced too slo 

(Continued on page 39) 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE! 


To All Radio Executives: Agency, Station or Sponsors: 


aR 

SS Nahe ae ane S 
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All Radio and television broadcasting rights to 


9 - 
ee 


‘Paramount's "Gulliver's Travels," the full-length 


ee te Ca 


feature cartoon in Technicolor now being produced by 


the Fleischer Studios for December release are the 
es, Inc. No one 


exclusive property of Paramount Pictur 
Inc. 


* sactasae 


other than Paramount Pictures, has the right 


to sell or agree to sell or to make any commitments 





concerning any radio or television adaptation of 
Paramount's "Gulliver's Travels," or any radio or 


television extracts from Paramount "Gulliver's 


Travels." Any inquiries concerning the use of this 


~g 


important entertainment property for radio or tele- 


vision broadcasting should be addressed to Paramount 





1501 Broadway, New York City. 
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Jian government in setiing up restric- 


tions. The Commonwealth placed 


a ban on all noney going out of the 
country, forcing distributors to carry 
on negotiations for its removal only 
through their regular banking chan- 
nels, And this 
medium a maximum of 5,000 pounds, 


or about $25,000 per mont 
allowed out of the country. 

Another headache for foreign de- 
partments, whether or not war is de- 
clared, is the wide fluctuation in the 
pound sterling i England and for 
numerous British possessions. With 
a dip to $4.12 as measured in Ameri- 
can dollars, this means that dis- 
tributors would have to take a beat- 
ing when their rental coin is trans- 
lated into U. S. currency. 

All type of entertainment abroad 
suffers during war jitters. This was 
forcibly indicated during the Munich 
period when the boxoffice slumped 
badly in key cities of England and 


even through 


would be 


War Jitters 


Continued from page |! 








| Managers’ 


| offices and spie] from the 


stage news of 
N. ¥. Not So Arfected 

The European jitters did not af- 
ect New York’s film theatre biz 
to any large extent over the week- 
end so far as downtown and the 
larger nabe houses were concerned. 
A few theatres in outlying districts 
of the N. Y. area fell off Friday and 
slightly on Saturday. However, ma- 
| jority of nabes in the metropolitan 
, sector reported Sunday and Monday 
| (27-28) as the best twoday period en- 
| joyed in weeks, 
General reaction to newscasts sent 


| 





Literal Fans 


Residents of Farmingdale, L. 
| T.. are apparently taking the 
} War crisis abroad very personally 
to heart. Sidney Jacobson’s 
Strand theatre there, playing 
‘Juarez’ on Sunday, experienced, 


moment. 


PICTURES 





| : 
|other departments were cut to awalt 


in the editing stage, rests with Hit- 


} 


developments in Poland. 
Fate of ‘The Flying Deuces,’ now 


ler, Chamberlain, et. al. Stan Laurel 
and Oliver Hardy, co-stars, are nor- 
mally strong draws in Europe. 


Monday’s Show People 


Arrived in N.Y. Unnerved 
Jittery flock of show biz notables 


! 








returned to the U. S. on Monday (28) | 


after experiencing war preparations 
abroad. Ship lights were doused all 
the way home, the Normandie zig- 
zagging across the sea-lanes in fear 
of possible submarines, Among the 
passengers were Sonja Henie who 
left for the Coast immediately to 
start her next film; George Raft, re- 
turning to Warners for ‘Invisible 
Stripes’ today; Roland Young, who 
will appear on the Maxwell House 





Wednesday, 


August 30, 





_ Poland Calls Kiepura 


Paris, Aug. 29. 

Vacationing at Cap Antibes, in 
the south of France, Jan Kie- 
pura, Polish tenor and star of the 
Metropolitan Opera, received a 
call to the colors from his native 
Poland. 

He hurriedly trained Poland- 
ward, accompanied by his screen- 
actress wife, Marta Eggerth. 








sequences of the nearly completed 
film to Hollywood. 


U. S. Acts Cancel 


A number of American acis, 
gripped by the war fever, have can- 
celled or postponed openings. Veloz 
and Yolanda (due to sail from New 
York tomorrow, Wednesday) have 
cabled to Martinus Poulsen, operator 
of the Cafe de Paris, that they 


radio program, Sept. 7 in Hollywood, would not open there Sept. 11, as 


Capt. Colin Keith-Johnson is in to | Contracted. 
- erg Stanhope | that he ‘will hold them to their con- 


repeat the role of Capt. 
for a revival of ‘Journey’s End,’ 
which Leonard Siliman will launch 
at the Empire Sept. 
agent, who discussed 


talent deals 


| 
| 
| 
} 


Poulsen has_ replied 
tract.” Harry Richman’s later date 


for the Cafe has also been cancelled, 


P .~ oe “+o ~ ri , © 
18: Vic Orsatti, | Poulsen saying he would also hold 


him to the pact. Grosvenor House 


1939 


ee 


NEWSREELS AL 
T IF WAR 
COMES 


| Newsreels were poised for the shot 
lthis week which will send into ae. 
tion abroad crews whose work has 
been in the course 0 quit prepara- 
tion for more than a year. 


If flying boats and other means of 
rapid communication are not discon- 
tinued in the event of a holocaust, 
reels have plans laid to get their film 
into American theatres within 54 
hours of the time they are shot. In- 
dicative of the new speed were the 
clips which went into exhibition on 
Monday after being shot at the end 
of last week and transported to 
America by air. 

Only minor shifts in staff will be 





with Harry Cohn in Europe; Charles booking, by Music Corp. of America,| needed to cover the war unless it 


~-e l comparatively, one of the worst C. Pettijohn, Sr. and Jr. James | Of ~ Juvelys and Bob Neller has | develops very quickly on a wide 
rance. ‘ days in its history. Stewart, who left for the Coast also been cancelled. Ruth Etting, | scale on many fronts. At the mo- 
With or without a declaration of | Located gn the coast. Farm- yesterday (Tues.) to do ‘Destry due to open at the Holborn Empire, | ment, Paramount is the only one 
war, picture company officials an- ingdale is figured as a potential Rides Again’: Josef von Sternberg, Sept. 18, with a flock of other Gen- | 


ticipate an improved attitude toward 
U. S. on the part of Japan. Japan 
apparently has broken away from 


point for an initial attack on this 
country. It was the scene of an 


| experimental army air aid black- 


who was to have directed a picture 
abroad but didn’t; J. J. Milstein of 
Edward Small organization; Joseph 


eral Theatre Corp. dates to follow, 
instead grabbed a slow U. S. boat 
back to America last week, along 


planning to send additional camera- 
|}men abroad. It has 
| booked passage for Ned 


| tentatively 
Buddy and 


' a | iin tekidiae ailtied dame | Arthur Menken on the Clipper plane 
the Rome-Berlin axis and will be | out last year and the burghers A. McConville, Columbia Pictures | with many other American stage and | leaving New York today (Wednes- 
seeking improved commercial rela-| aren't forgetting it as they stick forcign manager; Jack McKeon, |S¢reen performers. | day). 

end France, h 


tions with U. S., Englan 


The recent U. S. notification to Japan | 


close to their radios. 








chairman of the board of Roxy Thea- 


Ray Ventura’s band, set for GTC 


| Menken is a vet in filming battle 


| tre: Steve Fitzgibbon and Russell | dates, to open Sept. 11 for five’ scenes. He covered both the civil 
that the commercial treaty between | i aemaee nal tf > iteeued Muth of Fox Movietone; Eddie | weeks, cancelled and the maestro re-| war in Spain and the Sino-Japanese 
the two countries was off caused | OUF Over radio at irequent Intervals | Buzzell and Norman Krasna, both|turned to France to enlist in the | conflict for Par. In both he was 
pessimism among foreign depart- ae the yy for og te fen film | back pronto to Hollywood, Buzzell | French mobilization drive. /captured and held prisoner 

; sale ; atrons as 1 vas W x itors— . . . . ; 7 : 

ments. However the surprise com- | a 2 Ah Ps oe oy Pyro "bul to tackle his next Metro film, the| Herman Stein, of MCA, has been! Truman Talley, head of Fox 
munazi pact last week improves the | Me Urst two days Of war Crisis DUl- | Cantor assignment. ! 


situation in Japan for distributors 
considerably. 
Spain is being counted on to re- 


| letins were okay but after that there 
| was too much repetition and vague- 
| ness.’ 

| 


| 


Hysteria Disrupts 


| Italy, 


hurriedly seeking to dispatch 
troupes of U. S. girls, scattered in 
Paris, Havre and _ London, 


| Movietone, said no new alignment 
| will be required for his outfit. It 
| is following out plans detailed when 


First splurge of hour-to-hour | back to America. | he was in Europe at the time of the 
scien | : splurg ! " saan a powder’ berate ad Pe 
main neutral and American distribs | sortwave pickups by radio stations London’s Amus. Biz! The ; radio exhibition at the} previous crisis. Pathe reported it 
are inclined to look at it as a market | sttracted some attention Friday, be- |Olympia is reported to be losing} has all foreign spots well-covered 

e 1; © € SS) o J? ‘ oa E P . ' . . . 
that would grow progressively | ing helped by heavy rainfall which am London, Aug. 29. $10,000 daily, and even if the tak-/| through tieups with foreign repre- 
stronger. kept many indoors. The Saturday show bis in tie West Bnd, as ré- | ings improve the loss is se€n as ap-| sentatives, which is also true of Met- 
The industry sees no comparison | night war crisis news also caught ad- sult of the latest war hysteria, is | proximating $75,000 despite the ad-| rotone. Universal has always main- 
hg Te et a4 ett —— —— ars: down even below the calamatous | dition of several acts 
between the present threat of war | ditional ears eagly in gS ee eee a 


and the world conflict because, in 


the evening, 


but regular cinema patrons tired of 





tained a comprehensive staff abroad. 
| Newsreel officials are confident of 


} 5443 . s , * 
d even as lz as 7 r- -onstant guessi r radio ex- } ;} getting sweeping coverage during 
1914 and even as late a: 1917, Ame | the constant guessing by radio ex Not So Tuneful M A _ A ‘ts ] early “stages of any outbreak. Most 
ican companies were not active in| perts and newshawks, and went out Many American Acts in | early stage: any reak. 
countries outside the U. S. German, | for their usual Saturday evening en- eniene of them have reservists or other mil- 


French, Italian and English produc- 
ers dominated what is described as 
the foreign market at that time. 


| tertainment. 


H’wood Prod. Would Be 





Music publishers in this coun- 
try have already felt the effects 
of the European war scare. They 


Spot on Foreign Dates 


Despite the imminence of war in 


itary reps who would be permitted 
| to go near the front in of offi- 
cial duty. 


line 


Europe, American acts over there | = Fhe t Ti a “al crews 
American distributors did not de- | ° a are in receipt of letters and ca- are continuing to fulfill vaude anad| March of Time has severa Sti 
‘ . . . ‘ ° ; ‘ y ne y . > > . 
velop their influence in the foreign | Hit If Britishers Scram bles from foreign publishing j|nitery commitments. Other turns, | "0 no arg Be witer yo a a 
market on a large scale until the Hollywood. Aug. 29 agents advistmg them that, be- | slated to sail for dates abroad, have | i sone a ” : tere 
‘Adie 199('c Ae » SEE Se ms illite | aii , 4a), | Who represents Time in London anc 
middle 1920's. | With 75 actors, directors, writers| Cause of the unsettled situation, deferred openings while they watch F : 


jand technicians subject to military 


the European pubs have had to 








land wait. 


Paris, has been in Warsaw with a 


. ° . ! rea y ac . 4 © J a. 
Nabe Cinema B.O. Off ; |duty abroad, practically every studio | put off publication of American | With European managers putting pace putlore xe Shy tiag sa el 
- |in Hollywood would be hit by an| ‘Senss whose local rights they | up objections to the deferments and | tain with others in France and the 
Stay Home Around Radio) outbreak in Europe. | have obtained _ this summer. | attempted cancellations, so far as is eas Shaw’ . . 
Imminence of war during the past Prominent among the film colo- | Phese Communications did not known no acts have actually refused | 
week has badly battered attendance nists waiting fora call from England | give any new possible date of to fill their European engagements, =) . -—e . ¥ 
at neighborhood houses throughout | #Te Ray Milland, Cary Grant, Ray- | publication, which, in some cases, were made were swaps along with the latest 
a ania os tes Ghuines Gillan mond Massey, Charles Laughton, | American pubs anticipate that | months ago. ae bichtccys elds Pn a 
poked its ears inte a radio or stood David Niven, Laurence Olivier,| the royalty statements for the | Fortunately there are neither #| —— sg ye ge laa ata 
around in groups to discuss the po- {Richard Greene, Brian Aherne, | current quarter from foreign af- ‘large number of acts in Europe nor | Stanc “ys — 0 aeainet men, 
tential hotocaust. First runs and George Sanders, Boris Karloff, John filiates will be the worst in many booked for appearances there. Be- | caused yy the call to the colors in 
keys seem to have been less affected, | Loder, Errol Flynn, Alfred Hitch- | years. This includes not only cause of difficulties in getting cash |e government's mobilization push, 
with Broadway biz over the weekend cock, Robert : Stevenson, James | curre nt tunes, but well-estab- out of some countries, and the gen-|!" fact has left the entire entertain- 
first-rate. Whale, W. L. Lipscomb and Michael | lished standard catalogs. erally unsettled conditions for the |'™€™t industry high and dry. 
S rosses in § Hogen. == past year, most acts now prefer to Supervisiun of newsreels has been 
Sunday grosses in some nabes 1n| Sudden withdrawal of foreigners | 


the Greater New York area slid off, | would scramble a lot of important|‘Munich’ period of last September. 


but not appreciably. This 


ditions were generally good 


; Was | productions 
despite the fact that weather Cone | eras or in preparation. 


for'are ‘Abe Lincoln in 


now before the 


cam- 
Among them 


\A number of niteries are scheduled 
to fold momentarily, with others 


remain on this side of the Atlantic. 
Veloz and Yolanda, who were to 
sail today (Wednesday), for an eight- 


week engagement at the Cafe de 


| taken over by the War Depariimeni, 
|W hile another effect of the war hys- 
| teria has been the postponement, for 
| 10 days at least, of the first Cannes 


inois.” ar- | keeping open, though taking terrific . : “ ‘ 
hana ie aula Illinois,’ star- — ; pager ect Paris, London, postponed their open-| International Film Festival, which 
theatre attendance. The record high|ring Massev: ‘The Hunchback of losses, with the hope that a solution hats weak If the situati elt eaee, actniiied be Oak center was 
: ug g assey; L é f ae sade. situaiton entann | bad been o¢ e - : 
thalked up by the New York Fair|Notre Dame, starring Laughton;| Will be reached on the situation, | ‘> ° —yeowes Hue » & 


credited by exhibitors 














clearer by that time they will sail 


|Friday (1). 


as with | ‘tintamed’ ini W: - ‘Hija. | Legit and picture theatres are also 8 ; ‘ . ; 
pi ar ital art S d: ae Untamed, : top! . ped Milland; Dia ltaking it a the ‘cies next Tuesday (5). Complete cancel- | Premier Daladier has imposed @ 
playing a vital part on unday, | monds Eg Dangerous, _featuring aking . _— lation will be attempted if the war|strict censorship of the press, which 
Loder, The Sea Haw k,’ with Flynn; London's ace nitery, the London clouds are still too black then. | took effect Sunday (27). 
B Il ti S Raffles,’ with Niven, and ‘Rebecca, | Casino, has already posted a pro-| Thr Sailor h 
uletins on ocreen with Olivier starring and Hitchcock | visional closing notice for Saturday ' sot — ow pd nt skedded - 
- directing. | (2). Even such stage hits as ‘Black auth ‘seaieh aed ednesday) were | Australian Trade Off 
Los Angeles. Aug. 29 War call would remove Herbert | and Blue” ‘Band Waggon’ and ‘The |S" _ eciat ate yesterday after- Sosbere Aus 2 
— Many theatres in this area are | Wilcox as an RKO producer and | Women’ are on the verge of shut- noon as to whether they would go or | European war shih deed ts Shiai 
acres ling war bulletins between postpone the ‘Saint’ series, in which | tering. ‘Mice and Men,’ featuring not. ony — considering —— ing the atre waite heme ‘erlits the fed- 
> Cnins L > - 7 . . . , ~gi« . e . > « « 9 ‘ 
pictures. Also in the Frisco sec- | Sanders plays the name role. |Claire Luce, who was in the orig- | !98 until next Wednesday, or later if asel mewerament tans reported get- 
con Y adi British production units of Amer-|inal production of the play in New ecessary. They are to open at the eat penie Sa cnmedl $128.000,000 or 
K NX is servicing 20 Fox-West | ican films companies will keep on| York, quit suddenly Saturday (26), “tan Empire, London, on Sept. de Ps . “a » Bi 
i S Sel i 4 aé : ° . a ‘ j . 
Coast cinemas with important | working until the actual outbreak of | after grossing only $3,000 on the “%: In New South Wales. there's a 
ta eireee . ahhy era var, under present plans of Coast| week. The players have been told; Other acts set to go abroad next pro ak oc tonne re cident, Whe 
se Se eee os Seatidie ~ | studio execs. Just now, it is a race| to stand by and indications are that, month, but whose plons are now in week) f a: ies . oe * : : ; 
alen are cte n som ses. j a a: pic y flor workers whose ba vaze 
also are posted in some fh between the producers and the’ show will open should conditions doubt are Ray and Trent, Lois Har- ic $16 chien “Theat “i : a gers 
— armies. become more settled. per and Stuart Morgan Dancers. else th a ng a) ru - a 1 . 
Foenere hae , - —s er 4 a ‘ r ‘ — a ie aly iS new tax W ln suburbdal 
where there was a drop-off in their | Warners has two features in work | Picture production is expected to They are inked into the Scala, Ber- trade 
Me vic ted ssadli |at Teddington, where Sam Sax is-in! reach a complete standstill, with lin, early in October. Australians were hit hard by the 
usiness. | ¢ se Fir . j TO} ; . ° “id we : : 4 _ @Allialls 3 la ) 
i That the fear of war in Europe | ¢pat&°- , age bub PS eoing | those films in work being finished, Among turns currently on the) higher tax levied when the Czecho- 
f is responsible for the major slide ae wit s fF rec ee Robert (rat future production plans have other side are the Gertrude Hofiman | Slovakian crisis arose because of ar- 
é Nea z “‘busman's oliday, starrin 3 e < ili , +; ie P eieg p ‘ f 
te. in b.0.8, exhibs declare, is attested | te tll a Pasnnsisiiy o’sulls a ge ennpsn kg least tempo- en, oe West and McGinty, | rangements for an extensive defense 
Bi es a &< ry ane Aa ~|rarily. Same applies to stage shows. arr and Estes and Hadreas. They} program, but increases were not as 
ao by two tac: van. Latter arrived in London Sat- opened Monday at the Hi eney | Program, but increases we _ 
1. Biz was showing something of | urday (26) and went to work yes | Suspend Quota ier “ onday at the Hippodrome, | high then as now proposed. 

6 ‘ = ae cad a) . € + Ww wt ves a rishton, Enela “j j | > : . << aynect- 
ward tilt until the beginning 'terday (M Harold Schuster i | It has been unofficially reported on, Eng ; nd, prior to debuting | The entertainment field is expect 
bert én up 5 8 |terday (Mon.). arold Sc uster is} ie aie ste Se bs “at the Palladium, London. in two! ed to feel a big part of the taxes, 
ti of last week, when the war news England-bound to supervise the film- | P€re, from a government source, that \ ape wih Ameren & distributors 
“| broke over front pages. It started an!ing of background footage for Uni- |i the event of war the British quota | Billy Biss ' | aeetnntil E I soar ad te b ; he pro- 
Ht immediate decline that grew more | versal’s ‘Tower of London, currently | would be suspended, with theatres | h “dl issett, English maestro, who | Probably being hit also by the fF 

: ~“ | . ° . qc > Yo ’ re . — era 
| i serious as the dispatches from abroad | in work here. ,using American product almost en- ial gee —— visiting rela- |!  aaait nat aull ee 
: one ’ o. liacva a . res. Sc a > eqd<- | ons -y se “- 
took on graver tones, | Also waiting developments arejtirely. It’s believed thai the little | fm i , 3 ce — ge peer 4 fc eo about + pled avo. Ad- 
; 2. Kid trade has been normal or Alan Napier, cousin of Prime Min-| British production that there might Cafe én Oa, hog ae Sept. 11 at oN | eee malin wih seme from taxes 
very near to it. It is the adult cus-/ister Chamberlain, who recently fin-;be would consist of propaganda , ~* e Faris, London, per schedule. om thniten aitieadene ent er 
tomers who are staying away. lished a role at Warners, and Flora| films. : = Se ir 


ee 
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Some houses have sought to com- 
bat the punko attendance by put- 


ting up one-sheets and valancés an- | 


nouncing that patrons will be kept 
informed throughout the picture of 


' Robson, who will rejoin her mother 
in London in case of war. 
War Scare Blackouts Morres 
War scare caused Boris Morros to 
| whittle down his production staff at 


| 


| Suspension of the quota, it’s 
lieved, would have repercussions in 
that possibility is seen that agita- 
ition would arise for the permanent 





be- | 


Paris Badly Hit 
Paris, Aug. 29. 


Evacuation from the French capi- 





import charges, among other sources 
of revenue. 

Trade throughout the Common- 
wealth has been off for picture exhi- 
bitors. Ace films, usually good for 


i | abolition thereof. In the process of;tal of thousands of persons has| five weeks have been yanked after 
if e@ny important developments in Eu- |General Service studios. Publicity | making ‘The Thief of Bagdad,’ Alex- |; proved a broadside blow to show biz two weeks Nabes also have suf- 
a gope. They keep radios on in the layout did a complete blackout and ‘ander Korda would transfer the final! here, as all forms of the industry | fered, despite strong duals 
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(Continued from page 14) 


confined to showings in a few arty 
and left-wing spots. Drawbacks to | 
wider circulation 1S the absence of 
professional super-imposed English 
titles and fact there is only one print 
supposedly still in existence. 

Pictures deals with reported ac-| 
counts of German penetration into) 
the industrial life of the Czechs, be- 
fore the Sudeten seizure. Coming so | 
long after the actual events trans-| 
pired, the’effect is less startling from | 
a news standpoint, but palatable in 
its shrewd use of satire and slap- 
stick. 

Attempt to treat the serious side 
of the subject from a farcical stand- 
point is not 100% successful. Only 
in the portion where the principal | 
comedians, employed by the oppos- | 
ing factions to spread painted propa- 
ganda, come to grief over a mixup 
in the signs and are severely beaten 
for their innocent mistakes, is there 
ai ironic tinge to the situation. 

Drexler, a wax museum charlatan, 
conceives the idea of converting his 
lion-man into a_ political puppet 
after his museum is destroyed by an 
enraged populace. Idea is to pro- 
vide a dummy leader for the Czechs, 
with secret backing from an outside 
unnamed country, and lead _ the 
workers into Fascist ideology. Drex- 
ler plans to seize power in the fac- 
tories by gathering unemployed and 
discontented workers under the ban- 
ner of his puppet. 

When the lion-man sees through 
the scheme and refuses to become a 
party to it, Drexler builds up an- 
other idol and with his army of 
gray-hat thugs seizes control of the 

owerful Noel machine works. Vos- 
<ovee and Werich, itinerant newspa- 
er peddlers, get involved in Drex- 
cy plot. 

Innocently caught between the op- 
posing political forces, the two com- 
edians stumble onto a cache of 
weapons and ammunition in the cel- 
lar of the factory and tip the work- 
ers off to the plot. Cornered there 
by Drexler’s gang, a running fight 
inside the works ensues with the 
ylant finally exploding when gaso- | 
ne and munitions are set off. 

Drexler’s mob is finally van- 
quished, the workers regain control 
of the plant for its former ownet 
and the two comics, supposedly de- 
stroyed in the blast, emerge from | 
the debris and are ordered to stand 
at attention while workers pay silent 
tribute to the two unknown heroes. 

It is in the comic slapstick: se- | 
quences that the production shines. 











Reminiscent of Charles Chaplin's | 
‘Modern Times,’ highlights of the | 
picture occur inside the _ factory 


where ingenious sets and mechani- 
cal gadgets, such as a giant 
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and chopped up episodically to take 
in the renowned versatility of Czar 
Peter I as an emperor, diplomat, 
soldier, sailor, inventor and mer- 
chant prince, production stands out 


; as a triumph of histrionics for Niko- 


lai Simonovy. 
in view of its 
current events, but is 
scope to art and foreign 
houses. 

Treatment is devoted to major and 
minor incidents in Peter’s career. 
Of major interest to cinema students 


Film may be timely 


are the opening sequences of victory | J 


of Russian troops led by Peter at 


the battle of Poltava against the 
Swedes; another sea victory over 
the Swedish fleet after they have 


been deserted by the English ships, 
and condemning to death of the 
Czarevitch, Peter’s weak-willed son, 
who is shown conspiring with the 
Austrians and Russian nobles and 
merchants to overthrow Peter. 

Minor and lighter episodes treat 
with Peter’s punishment of his war 
minister, Prince Menshikov, for 
grafting and stealing; Peter’s visit to 
Karlsbad and his snubbing scorn for 
the German peoples and king, and 
Peter's methods of dealing with 
recalcitrant foreign buyers of Rus- 
sian goods. Over all is the con- 
stantly recurring theme of the great- 
ness of the Russian nation. 

Soviet depiction of England’s de- 
sertion of the Swedes in a great sea 


indirect allusions to | 
limited in|} 
language | 
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‘PRISONER OF CORBAL good counterpoise for Simon. 


Unity production and release 
Nils Asther, 
Hugh Sinclair. 
Screenplay by S, 
Rafael Sabatini 
cal director, L« 
camera, Otto Kanturek. At 
Y., dual, week Aug. 4, °39. 
75 MINS, 


Features 
Hazel ‘Verry, 
Kari Grune, 
from novel by 
Allan Gray; musi- 
vd Neal; edilor, Ik, Stoky 


Noah seery, 
Directed by 
Fullman, 
score, 


Central, ‘\ 
Runing time, 


Trae eas eneeeanes t ecceee Nils Asthes 
OUMORIS oc 6 5-0-6 6 646600 6086060068 N h Beer 
CICORIC..occccscceseseeososs Hazel ‘Terry 
| Marquis of Corbal....ecoe.- Hugh Sinclais 
The Fugiti j oe ee birne Deutsch 
PRONTO nc sccene thqoneese Davy Burnaby 


| 


COR. cc eccesvcodeetsseos Clifford McLaglen 


Although this film’s country of 
origin is obscure, ‘Prisoner of Cor- 
bal’ smacks of British studios, with 
Unity Films credited as producer 
and distributor. The Sabatini story 
of the French revolution, despite its 
obvious flaws, is well trouped by 
Nils Asther, Noah Beery and Hugh 
Sinclair. 

Several brutal passages and nu- 
merous spicy items enliven proceed- 
ings but this vehicle has so many 
weak points, including direction, 
‘story development, undue _ length, 
feeble recording and lack of humor, 
that it never will struggle beyond a 
secondary spot on duals. 

Film starts off very meller, but 
soon develops into a romantic drama, 
when a leader of the revolution and 





jan aristocrat fall in love with a lady 


battle and Peter's belittling of the | 


craven character of the Germans 
won't set well with those nations to- 
day, in view of recent events in 
Europe. 

Battle scenes on land and sea are 
lavishly directed and photographed. 
Bold camera strokes of whole bat- 
talions marching into conflict, photo- 
graphed from a height, and realistic 
closeups of bayonet charges ap- 
proach technical perfection. 

Sombre, dungeonlike atmosphere 
of Russia in the 17th century is 
faithfully reproduced. Musical score 
and setting is also an aid in carry- 
ing out the martial and other tragic 
scenes involving the doom of the 
Czar’s son by Peter and the Senate. 

Simonov, as Peter, Cherkassov, 
his son, and Alla Tarasova as the 
czarina, deliver standout perform- 
ances. Simonov, however, is the 


| dominating figure throughout. 


DANS LES RUE 


(‘Song of the Streets’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
Purstyn-Mayer release of Sonores pro- 
duction, Features Vladimir Sokoloff, Made- 
leine Ozeray, Jean-Pierre Aumont 
by Victor Trivas Sereenplay, Trivas and 
Alexander Arnoux, based on novel by J, H. 
Rosny; dialog, Henri DuVernois and Ar- 
noux; music, Hans Eisler; camera, Rudolph 


Mate Previewed at S5th St. Playhouse, 
N Y Aug. 17, ’3¥. Running time, 85 
MENS. 


Crane | Schlaimp 2.icrvccecce ..-- Vladimir Sokoloff 
scoop, concrete mixer, saw-mill and) Resale . ste .Madeleine Ozeray 
hydraulic pressure machines, are — serande Marcelle-Jean Worms 

. = CQOBCR coccacsccseteeocst jean-Pierre Aumont 
employed to great comedy effect. | Maurice .... ae a ae Seale 

Here also later, director and cast] Pauline ...........ceeeeee: Paulette Dubost 
outstrip the earlier factOry SCENES | Jeanne z ..6.ccccsccccceces Charlotte Dauvia 
with fast and furious comedy situa- | Jaitress ...+.+...++e+0+es.Germaine Michel 
tions. pa the boys pile up one luna- oka mue Tree 566660660 es ; eee ‘ 
tic idea after the other. Chase inj atuutsrds ........sscceceee .e-eRoger Legris 
the ammunition dump is expertly | Gobdiche soeneneiatine ..Emile Rosen 
sustained, first one side, then the] Mun Droite.......-. -++.Francois Llenas 
other getting the advantage. | - peel iy recthi deducts de ana : te 

Fine bits of tomfoolery take in a iia Ec Eta ae) oer 


Pigeon hunt inside an 
where the comedians are being held | 
captive and starving; tossing around 
of a hand-grenade after comics dis- 
cover what it really is; snipping olf 
ends of gas masks worn hy the gang- 
sters in the poison-gas fumed cellar; | 
burlesqued sword duel with long- 
handled paint brushes, and numer- | 
Ous other laugh-provoking bits. 

One gripping dramatic sequence 
stands out. This is where Drexler 
and his mob bombard the secret ra- 
dio station of the workers, with sub- | 
machine guns in an effort to destroy | 
both the workers and the radio send- | 
ing set. 

Direction, 
work, settings 
Voskovee and 


apartment 


technical production 
and performance of 
Werich—vrated the 


foremost Czech comedians — merit | 
high praise generally. Cast is pre- 
dominately male and only a brief 


allusion to a possible romance oc- | 
curs in the story. Picture had the 
makings of a major cinema achieve- 
ment, but loses out by diffusion of 
unity in the principal premise of the 
Production and heavy dependence 
On farcical happenings, largely un- 
related to the central theme. 


| 


Conquests of Peter the | 


| Jacques, 


} man 


What Hollywood has done for its 
‘Dead End’ kids ‘Dans Les Rue’ 


(Song of the Streets’) has attempted 


for its own group of 
varying ages, hovering 1n 
cobblestoned 


along the Seine. 


embryo mob- 
sters, of 


the crooked, streets 


‘Streets’ is basically another ‘Dead 
End,’ but morally righteous, climax- 
ing a series of pillaging by the gang 
with its conversion to social 
tude. In this, perhaps, is where the 
film falters. possibly for censorial 
reasons. Where the Gotham contin- 
gent are wont to give the masses a 
true slant of squalor conditions and 


their effect upon youth—and where | 
ending as in| 


there is no happy 
‘Streets’—Jacques, Cigare and the 
rest stick more to fiction in ultimate- 


ly finding it more profitable to hawk | 


their papers and shine shoes 

While this a collective 
cradled gangs, it’s essentially one of 
nurturing the qualms of un- 
certainty that accompany approach- 
ing manhood. He loves. Rosalie, 
daughter of old Schlamp, the junk- 
who harbors the kids’ stolen 
loot, but first had to acquire her by 
beating another thug whose sweet- 


| heart she was. 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Lenfilm production 
Nikolai Simonoyv, Nikolai 
» Alla Tarasova. Directed by 
, Adapted by Alexei Tolstoy, | 
Vv. Petrov, N. Leshchenko from story by 

Toistoy; music, V. Shcherbachev; 
camera, V. Yakovlev; English titles, Julian 
Leigh, At Cameo, N. Y., week Aug, 25, 
oy Running time, 96 MINS, 


> 
Peter the Great..ccccoces- Nikolai Simonov 


Amkino 


at release of 
Features 


Great | 
| 


cher 


Viadi- 


Catherine I....., cocccese+.-Alla Tarasova 
Alexei. ......c00 TTT ry Nikolai Cherkassoy 
SSOURIMKOV,, . scccececsesesecess cM Bharov } 
Sheremetiey ovees coveccoee MM. Tarkhanov 
A esr Yaguzhinski.........V. Dobrovolski | 
SeFOWIMNIA... sa sc0ss errr rrr Me ot ee 
Srince DONO 6.5 ckieeeeinehoess s+. ern 
Kinney hewey coceccocecce Kk. Gibshman 
~ing of Sweden....... nb od0.4060.50ee Oe 
reign Ambassador...seseeess:> V. Ershov 
OOVMAE. 50% «60% sccccccoeeereee ld. Bogdanoy 
Abdurakhman...... ecoeoee KK. Korsakpayey 


— | 
(In Russian; with English Titles) | 
This is a sequel to ‘Peter the} 
Great’ made by the same producers | 
ind principals. Not quite as dra-| 
lalic and fervent as its predecessor 





| ‘make 


i heart 


After many small forays, Jacques 
vearns a bigger job, one that would 
them millionaires.’ 
lady whom they try to rob dies of 
failure and therein ensues 
Jacques’ flight, during which he real- 
izes the futility of crime, and the 
ultimate capture. 

Viadimir Sokoloff, known to Hol- 
lywood, plays the drunken Schlamp, 
but it is Jean-Pierre Aumont, as 
Jacques, who shows best with an ex- 


| cellent portrayal. Madeleine Ozeray, 


as his” sweetheart; 


Directed | 


| of noble birth. Former risks his own 
neck on the guillotine to take the 
|; young woman along with him dis- 
guised as his nephew. There's the 
usual escape in order to ring in the 
aristocrat who eventually saves her 
life and his own freedom while the 
revolutionary lad commits suicide. 

In the current American sense 
several scenes are quite daring, par- 
ticularly one where the soldiers for- 
get their boudoir manners, and an- 
other wherein a maid makes love to 
the heroine, thinking that she is a 
man. Dialog keeps pace with most 
risque situations. After this, the 
more sincere romantic passages seem 
out of place. Because of clipping, 
possibly for consumption in_ this 
country, sequence of events at times 
is jerky. 

Unusual camera angles dot the 
picture but seldom are effective. 
| Direction of Karl Grune is largely 
| responsible for the acting flaws that 
| crop up. 
| Nils Asther is convincing as the 
| kindly revolutionary villain. Hugh 
| Sinclair proves equally good, if at 





times stilted, as the aristocrat who 
falls in love with the lass saved from 
the guillotine. Latter role is por- 
|trayed by Hazel Terry, presumably 
an English actress, who is petite but 
no screen find. Noah Beery, in a 
minor character, is Noah Beery de- 
spite his soldier garb. Wear. 


Circonstances Attenuantes 
(‘Circumstantial Evidence’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Paris, Aug. 18. 


lease of French 


a Cc F (* r Society 
I 


Production Stars Michel Simon Ariecity; 
{1 tures Dorvi . Suzanne Dantes Mila 
| Parely Directed by Jean Boyer Dialog, 
|; Yves Mirande; screenplay, Jean-Pierre Fey- 
| deau based on novel by Marcel Arnac 
|} music, Van Parys; camera, Ribault At the 

Marivaux. Running time, 85 MINS, 

L©@ Bentencier, <o<cccccscese Michel Simon 
PAEEIOUY -s.540.5¥- 005-0008 5068008 : .. Marie 

Bouik coeecee Boule 

Mme. I.e Ser ! eee .puzanne Dantes 

LaN PONOTe. ss ondeadauasece Mita )*arety 

Mon Lb he ctwodcees coos Andrex 
Chnauiteur see Arnoux 
_— ~— 
| This.is one of the most amusing 


recti- | 


story of 


The old | 


| 


| 


Marcelle-Jean | 


Worms, as Jacques’ widowed mother, | 


are other outstanders. 
Direction by Victor Trivas is ex- 
cellent, helping to gain the full val- 


the editing. 
a fine score. Film will gain its share 
of arty audiences. 

‘Streets’ has its American preem at 
the 55th Street Playhouse, N. Y 
month. 


early next 


| ues of the emotional scenes without | 
| permitting them to touch the maud- 
\lin. Photography is poor and so is | 
Hans Eisler has written | 


French film farces in months, Sev- 
eral potent b.o. names further assure 
it of top returns in this country. 
Dialog is in the colorful underworld 


parlance thus killing the pic's 
chances abroad unless skillfully 
dubbed. 


Film deals with a recently retired 


who had a reputation for his sever- 
ity behind the bar. 
vacation with his 
Dantes), the 
feigns 
| mile 


wife (Suzanne 
chauffeur (Arnoux) 
a breakdown while a few 
outside of Paris, enabling him 


'to return to spy on his mistress 
whom he doubts. 

| After a long wait, Simon and Miss 
Dantes repair to Dorville’s cafe, 
headquarters for a band of small- 
time crooks headed by Dorville. Ar- 
letty plays a principal member of 
the gang. After his reserve is 


broken down with food and cham- 


pagne, Simon warms up and is taken 
by the group to be a master thief 
because he recites the civil and 


criminal code from memory. The 
band adopts him as its chief and he 
promptly organizes a score of jobs 
in order to prove his thesis, that a 
good thief cannot be apprehended. 

Robberies go off successfully and 
the gang’s respect grows into open 
admiration. No infractions are 
caused, however, as Simon arranges 
for the stolen goods to be paid for 
beforehand. The job which gives 
him greatest delight occurs when he 
leads the gang to his own home, from 
which it carts all the detested bric- 
a-brac his wife had collected fo: 
years. 

There’s the ultimate denouement 
and his preachment for them to go 
straight. The logic of his reasoning 


magistrate, played by Michel Simon, 


Leaving On a| 


| 
j 


Song 
hit. ‘Comme de Bien Entendu,’ is 
i|very catchy and sure to be heard 
for months to come. Action moves 
fast, with few dull moments. Ravo. 


Napoli Che Non Muore 


(‘Naples That Never Dies’) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 
Rome, Aug. 18. 


Curci rel » of Mut p leti 


Marie Glory Kosco Giachett nd Paola 
Barbara, Directed by Amelto Palermi, Mu- 
sic, Cicognini-Bonavolonta and Valente EB, 
Frustaci, At the Arena Esedera Moderno, 
tome 

Cast: Marie Glory 


Fosco Giachetti, Paola 
Barbara, Bella Stara: Sainati, Giuseppe 
Porelli, Ennio Cerlesi, Armando Midliari, 
Cesare Bettarini, Clel fa Matania, Carla 
Sveva, Nicola Maldacea, Mirianbruna Mar- 
cati. Running time 8 MINS, 


This won't keep the payees on the 
edge of their seats, but is, however, 
a pleasant, smoothly produced do- 
mestic tale. Story and well-portrayed 
glamor of Naples should also see the 
film through outside Italy. 

French aciress, Marie Glory, in- 
jects plenty of her impish vitality 
into the pale plot. She plays a French 
mademoiselle thrown into a dull 
family life when she says yes to 
Fosco Giachetti. Giachetti portrays 
a likeable but serious heir to a great 
industrial family. 

Eventually she revolts against the 
grooved customs and her restlessness 
in a house where everyone else is 
occupied with his own business. Re- 
sult is she makes enjoying herself her 
business and takes along her sister- 
in-law (Paola Barbara) to horse 
races, bridge games, etc. When mat- 
ters come to a showdown, the French 
wife packs her trunks. Situation, 
however, is saved by the story, with 
the fluttery old music teacher (Giu- 
seppe Porelli) taking over the wife’s 
duty of informing the family about 
the impending heir, a high point of 
comedy. 

Throughout, Porelli does much to 
lighten the ofttimes tedious situation. 
Tops, though, is child actor, Mirian- 
bruna Marcati, who gets over his 
surefire, sentimental interludes with 
a minimum of affectedness. Miss 
Barbara is miscast, while Giachetti is 
pleasingly sympathetic. 

Film gets off slowly with its many 
shots of Naples, suggesting at first 
that it’s a travelog. But, on the whole, 
the film is well edited, costumed, 
photographed and cast. 


LA-REGLE DU JEU 


(‘The Rules of the Game’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Paris, Aug. 19. 

N. E. F. production and release. 
Nora Gregor (Princess Starhemberg), Jean 
Renoir; features Dalio, Roland ‘Toutain, 
Paulette Dubost, Carrette Direction, sce- 
nario and dialog by Renoir; camera, Jean 
Vachelet; music, Joseph ixosma; 
Houlet-Renoit At 


Stars 


editor, 


Marguerite Gaumont, 

















Paris. Running time, 80 MINS. 

Marquise de la Chesnaye......Nora Gregor 
cD RPC TePeTyeerc creer CCC Jean Renoir 
Marquis de la Chesnaye...............Dalio 
Andre Jurieux....cecccces »- Roland Toutain 
Os, POET CETT COC TLE Paulette Dobost 
MArCOAll...cccocccecscscscosoccs Carrette 
GAMEKEEPE. occcccccccccsocer Gastom Modot 
CROOVINES 5.04) bat bee dda eecves Mila Parely 


‘La Regle du Jeu’ is one of these 
controversial pix bound to elicit 
much comment but definitely lacking 
in marquee strength. It’s advertised 
as a comic film ‘called upon to open 
new horizons for the French cinema, 
taking its inspiration from a new 
school.’ 


: . +49 
AS an experiment it’s 


| but Jean Renoir, who directed, wrote 





| 


| 





| him. 
| ette Dubost, a: 





| 


and his sincerity touch Arletty who, 


convinces the gang of Simon’s wis- 
dom. 

Simon and Arletty, who teamed in 
‘Fric Frac,’ which suggests inspira- 


tion for this pic, add considerably 
to their stature, with stellar honors 
roing to the male sta Dorville is 


the scenario and dialog and took a 
leading role, made a common error, 
he attempted to crowd too many 
ideas into 80 minutes of film fare, 
resulting in confusion. Also weak 
is Nora Gregor, the former Princess 
Starhemberg, whose accent is far 
from pleasing and her acting stilted. 
Tale concerns transatlantic flyer 
Andre Jurieux (Roland 
who confesses to his buddy, Octave 
(Jean Renoir), that he’s frantically 
in love with the Marquise (Gregor). 
Whimsical Octave wants to see the 
love affair tarried out to its denoue- 
ment and arranges for a hunting 
party at the Marqui (Dalio) cha- 
teau. Here begin a series of screwy 
situations. The Marquise discove1 
that he loves his wife and decide: 
to give up his mistress, played by 
Mila Parely. But the latter has other 
ideas. Andre then attempts to rush 
the Marquise inte running away with 
To complicate matters, Paul- 
the Marquise’s maid, 
and wife of the gamekeeper (Gaston 
Modot), carries on a high-powered 
flirtation with the Marquise’s valet 
(Carette). All of which continues 
into a dizzier whirl of infidelities. 


Dalio, Carette, Toutain and Ren- 
oir are excellent. Modot is com- 
mendable. All minor roles are ade- | 
quate. 

Photography is nifty and_ score | 
pleasant. Ravo. 


Monsieur Brotoneau 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Aug. 19. 
Mareel Pagnol production and release 
Raimu;: features Josette Day, Mar- 
xsuerite Pierry, Saturnin Fabre. Directed 
byw Alexandre Esway. Adaptation, scenario 


Stars 


nd dialeg by Pagnol, based on play by 
Robert de Flers and G@, A. Caillayet At 
Colisee, Paris. Funning time, 100 MINS. 
Brotoneau .ecsees 000660 006000008 . Raimu 
PO eee eee ee coccvceces Josette Day 
Mme. Brotoneau..cocccccceseses2 Mar. Pierry 
De Perville... oese S. Fal 


‘Monsieur Brotoneauw’ is a fast, de- 
lightfully light farce. Alth 4 


intéresting, | 


Toutain), | 


3 


plete with impossible situations — 
| which shouldn't be investigated too 
| closely—it offers 100 minutes of real 
ilaughs and is timed right for just 
such a season. 

Although done on a light budget, 
the pic should gain top returns in 
| France because of the fast yarn and 
|Raimu’s excellent playing. It would 
|be due for success abroad if it 
could get by the censors. 





Film gets off on a comedy note 
when Raimu arrives at the bank 
three-quarters of an hour late. This 

| causes a sensation. He has never 


; been known to be late in all the 
|}years he has been employed there. 
|Loyal, hard-working Raimu has a 
reason, however—he found his wife, 
Marguerite Pierry in bed with 
{Saturnin Fabre, neighbor and bank 
assistant. 

Young, attractive secretary Josette 
Day sympathizes with her fraught 
boss. With this encouragement he 
cedes his wife to Fabre and settles 
dowr with his secretary. His long, 
{uneven moustache is trimmed and 
|replaced by a trim, dapper one. This 
best reflects his altered view on life. 

Fabre tires rapidly of the shrew- 
ish Pierry and she returns to her 
husband. Raimu weakens under her 
shower of tears and he admits her 
| into his little nest on the anniversary 
|—third month—of his new life with 
|{Mlle. Day, thinking he has cleverly 
|solved the impasse. But his neigh- 
bors, employers and fellow employes 
ithink otherwise. ‘they oblige Mlle. 
| Day to leave Raimu and the triumph- 
fant wife remains’ behind. But 
| Raimu, however, in a violent scene, 
|}announces he’s going to live his own 
|life and returns to his mistress. 

The transition from browbeaten 
husband and employe to masterful 
lover is done convincingly by the 
istar. The attractive Mlle. Day gives 
her role a feel of sincerity, while 
Miss Pierry and Fabre, too, are ex- 


! 
| 








cellent. Minor roles are well han- 
'dled. Dialog tip-top, photography 
| passable. Ravo. 





Sears’ New Police 


Continued from page 2 











|tors intended doing about selling 


|methods during the coming season, 


From correspondence — received 


from Warner -branch managers and 
field, 


|Sears had been informed that both 





sales representatives in the 


| sales executives and theatre opera- 
|tors were confused and mystified by 
| the long code negotiations and lack 
| of a unified sales contract satisfac- 
jtory to all. It was partly for this 
| reason that theatre owners were hes- 
|itant to enter negotiations for prod- 
uct, this consequently delaying sell- 
ing and making for a late selling 
| season. 
| In a statement last Friday (25), 
Ed Kuykendall, president of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of 
| America, opined that the new War- 
lner policy is ‘very encouraging’ and 
while it does not cover all the angles, 
it is a definite step forward in bring- 
ing a happier relationship between 
and exhibition. ‘The 
| MPTOA has insisted all along that 
| distributors should promulgate fair 
| trade practices by putting them into 
eitect. {f am hopeful other distribu- 
tors will follow the Warner lead.’ 
The first Warner '39-40 release to 
come under the new policy is ‘The 
Old Maid.’ After a dozen test en- 
gagements in the east and midwest, 
its classification has been set and 
will be sold to exhibitors on a basis 
of 35% of the gross after a split fig- 
ure. The next film to be classified 
on the new standards will be ‘Dust 
3e My Destiny.” Determination of 
its selling bracket has not been com- 
pleted. Pos 
Sears emphasized that the new 
policy was Warners’ own, indepen- 


| distribution 


dently arrived at without prior 
agreements with other distributors, 
and its features were not adapted 


from the proposed fair trade practice 
code which the distributors had been 
trying to work out. No other com- 
panies are bound by Sears’ policies 
and he is not concerned with what 
the Department of Justice attitude 
will be regarding it. 

| All sales contracts for Warner pic- 
| tures which were written after Jan. 
| 1, 1939, will be applicable to the 
|new concessions, and are retroactive 
'to that date. This was taken to 
mean that any film sold on a higher 
or different allocation and classifi- 
cation, prior to the latest decision, 
will receive amended consideration 
in accordance with the classifications 
to be set. 


ROBT. WYLER’S BKPTCY 

Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Robert Wyler, screen writer, filed 
|a bankruptcy petition in Federal 
‘court, listing $13,131 in debts and 
| $250 in assets. 

He has been working for his 
brother, William Wyler, at the 
Goldwyn studio and recently joined 
'the Paul Kohner agency in a story 
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MERCHANDISING 
POLICY 


FOR WARNER BROS. 1939-40 SEASON 


1. We announced on March 14, 1939 that we would release 48 feature pictures, 104 short subjects and 
48 trailers. We also stated that “Quality is not a Passing Fashion”. Our production performance since 
this date and the pictures finished and available for release justify that statement and announcement. 





; 





2. An exhibitor who licenses all feature motion pictures offered shall have the right, if he be not in 
default, to eliminate proportionately among the several price brackets, 20% of the total number of fea- 


tures licensed, if the average of the license fees for all features shall not exceed $100., and 10% if such 
average is in excess of $100. 


3. We confirm our policy of long standing of allowing an exhibitor to eliminate any feature which 
may be locally offensive on moral, religious or racial grounds. 


4. We expect all top bracket pictures to be played on preferred playing time. 


§. We will license a run designated by us of our features in any situation to any exhibitor of good 
reputation as a theatre operator and customer, whose theatre is in good condition and who operates 
under a policy which will not substantially reduce our revenue from any other run, provided such 
exhibitor and we can agree upon the number of features to be licensed, and other terms and conditions. 


6. We confirm our policy of long standing and our intent to continue to license our pictures to our 
regular customers who prove to be satisfactory. 


7. No exhibitor will be required to license short subjects, trailers or reissues as a condition of licens- 
ing features. 


$. No recording charge will be made in connection with the licensing of any of our feature pictures. 


9, To assist in the booking problems of our customers, and for the mutual benefit of our customers 
and ourselves, it is our intention to hold a number of test exhibitions of pictures in order fairly to 
establish their proper price bracket allocation, and we will allocate features to particular price 
brackets not later than 14 days after the national release date thereof, to first run exhibitors in those 


cities which we may use as “Test Cities” and to all others, on giving notice of the availability of each 
feature. 


10. We have never at any time coerced or intimidated any exhibitor to license our pictures by 
— threatening to build or otherwise acquire a competing theatre, and we will never do so. It is our belief 
that the quality of our pictures andthe high standard of our production create a demand for our pictures. 


Al. For over five years it has been our policy to arbitrate with any customer desiring so to do, all 
claims and controversies which may arise under our license agreements, and our form of license 


agreement contained an optional arbitration provision. We will continue to give to each of our cus- 
tomers the option to arbitrate all such claims and controversies. 


12. Clearance is an absolute necessity in the conduct of our business and we therefore intend to con- 
1 tinue our policy to negotiate with each of our customers for clearance reasonable as to time and area. 


This policy will apply for the motion picture season 1939-40 and to all license agreements covering the 
1939-40 products made after Jan. 1, 1939, 


So 
Distributor of Warner Bros. and First National Ct eth ; a 


Feature Pictures and Vitaphone Short Subjects 


President, VITAGRAPH, INC. 
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Inside Stufl—Pictures 





John W. Hicks, Jr., his 18-year-old son, and his wife all are ardent Giant 


baseball fans. 


While all three were in Australia, Paramount's foreign dis- 
tribution boss refrained but finally could stand it no longer. 
N. Y. friends for the latest standing of the Giants. 


He cabled 
Their friends were 


almost afraid to send the info, because the N. Y. club has sagged con- 


siderably in the last 40 days. 


Wilson Hicks, 


brother of the Par exec, 


cabled the suggestion they switch their allegiance to Cincinnati. 


Max A. Cohen, president of Allied Theatre Owners of N. Y., vigorously 
denies that his organization would join forces with Harry Brandt's Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Ass’n of N. Y. Regarding news that N. Y. Allied 
had been expelled from membership by the national Allied States Ass’n, 
Cohen states, ‘We never were members of National Allied and their action 
is merely an attempt at throwing a smoke screen to justify their position 
on the code and other industry matters.’ 


United Artists producers’ advertising agency accounts are split among 
Donahue & Coe, Buchanan & Co., and J. Walter Thompson. 

John D. Hertz, Jr., representing Buchanan & Co., handles Edward Small 
business. Thompson agency (Cal Swanson) handles Hal Roach. Donahue 
& Coe ‘(Ed Churchill) has the bulk of UA accounts: David O. Selznick, 
Sam Goldwyn, Korda, Walter Wanger and Richard A. Rowland. 


Sandra Lee Henville, 17-month-old film star, 


Santa Claus this year. 


won't have to write to 


Dozens of commercial Santas are writing to Sandra 


with offers of cash and royalties on Sandy dolls, Sandy rompers, soap, baby 


food, cut-out books and what not. 
will be 10 times her studio salary. 


Youngster’s earnings from commercials 


Minimum of publicity or pictorial releases on Ingrid Bergman, Swedish 
co-star of David O. Selznick’s UA release, ‘Intermezzo,’ has been delib- 


erately planned, on orders from the producer. 


eign actress with a veil of secrecy. 


Idea is to surround the for- 


He wants the public to ‘discover’ Miss 


Bergman for itself when the picture is released. 





Some eastern talent scouts are using television to assist in uncovering 


new film talent, 


Booners are convinced that television gives them a better 
closeup of new faces than offered by stills and unseen radio artists. 


For 


photogenic purposes, television eliminates tests and saves time in the pre- 


liminaries. 





Producer Threat | 
Continued from page a 


ers had 
meeting 





reported at 
that the 
automobiles had 


Buchman home. 
miad _- 


a producers 
large number of 
been seen at the 
Latter stated he de- 
n ‘@ accusation and then 
quired of Kahane, ‘What is a writer 
doing at a meeting of the Producers’ 
Association”? 

Asked if he had not opposed the 
unionism of writers in 1936, Darryl 


in- 


F. Zanuck replied: ‘I have not been 
opposed to the unionism of writers 
at any time. I have always been 


an employee. I am an employee now. 


I have a contract calling for a week- | 


ly salary, and will have to negotiate 
a new deal myself when it expires 
in the next two years. I have never 
‘eceived a percentage of profit from 
any picture, but have always worked 
on a salary 

Tells N. Y.’s Hate of Hollywood 

‘Il had personal views on 
the subject at that time. I ex- 
pressed them freely to many people, 
including writers. I was personally 
Opposed to dealing with a group of 
writers which was under the control 
of another group in New York which 
hated the motion picture 
and which jealous of 
ries the industry.’ 
made a bitter 
Guild. 
Selznick admittedsesign- 
h other producers a letter 
the SWG 
but could 
sent it to 


strong 


business, 
the sala- 
The exec- 
attack on 


was 
paid in 
utive then 
the Dramatists 

David O. 
ing wit 
Opposing amalgamation of 
with the Authors League 
not recall he had ever 
writers in his employ. 

John Lee Mahin, prexy of the SP, 
and Howard Emmett Rogers told of 
circulation of letters opposing the 
amalgamation. Rogers said he in- 
terpreted Article 12 as an actual 
Strike order, although no actual date 
was set for the walkout. 

Charles Brackett, president of the 
Guild. test fied the 
f 


mull producers neve! 
formally recognized 


the SWG, and 


held their contract with the SP over 
} 


the Guild as a threat during bar- 
Saining negotiations which were 
broken off when an impasse was 
reached. Asked if he did not know 
producer attorneys had recognized 
the SWG during an open hearing 
Brackett replied, ‘I understood that 


the gesture of recognition had been 


made, which I did not consider rec- 
osnition until the SP contract had 
been dissolved.’ 


Robert Presnell and other writers 
testified about attending a meeting 
during which William Koenig, then 
Studio manager at Universal, passed 


9ut blank resignation forms and 
ursed them to withdraw from the 
Guild. Morrie Ryskind told of re- 
plying to Koenig and of later be- 


ng called by his agent and advised 
that his impending contract as a 
writer-produce: at Universal was off 
“vecause of his talks to the writers 
in favor of the Guild. He said, how- 
ever, that two days later he was of- 
fered the contract. 
Mendel B. Silberberg, 


iltorney 


producer 
testified as to details of ne- 


) 
,0tiations with the SWG. He said 


French Films’ 3-Year 
Franchises; Shortage? | 


| mon, 


| that 
| 100 French films in his vaults and 


Montreal, Aug, 29. 


French-language exhibs in this 
province are being signed up on a 
minimum three-year franchise’ by 


France Films, which controls French 
product in Quebec, due to war possi- 
bilities which would probably result 
in inferior product. 
DeSeve, French film distribution here 
is most unusual setup which ties up 
about 100 houses exclusively to one 
source of French product, which is 
bought by France Film on 5 or 10- 
vear rental basis from French film 
producers. 

France Films operates without a 
booker, salesman or other staff usu- 
ally associated with distribution. 
Exhibs 
tures must 
sively, with 
embodied in 


using 


penalty clause of $500 
contracts if buying a 
single film from any other source 
Exhibs have no choice of playing 
dates, film being sent in weekly ac- 
cording to impulse of the distrib. 
With war talk in air, it is reported 
DeSeve has a supply of about 


possi Vat he will try to put 150 
films away for use in event of out- 
break of hostilities. In event of war, 
possibility is foreseen that French 
film production might be verely 
curtailed. With trans-Atlantic ship 
ping uncertain, supply of film for a 
full vear is assured. Figured that 
should French films be shut out due 
to wat French-language’ theatres 


would discontinue double billing, to 
stretch out product as long as pos- 
sloie 

» about 40 houses in prov- 


Franch-language films 


only, with about 60 others showing 
both French and English pictures. 
One of largest sources of revenue for 
France Films are churches using 16 
mm. fil for which rights are also 
secured by France Films The 16 
mm. product is made from regulal 
French fils 

French film casualtv rate is very 
high with censors here, due to pre- 
ponderance of brutal dramas and 

wtty comedies imported. Large 
number of films are banned or se- 
verely cut Among other conditions 
imposed on exhibs needing product 


from France Films is obligation to 

stipulated number of copies of 
fan mag throwaway which sells for 
8c and is pushed strongly in lobbies 
of theatres. 


bus 


LINDA AND STOKI IN CONCERT 
Hollywood. Aug. 29. 

14-year old picture 
goes into the Hollywood 
Bowl Sept. 6 with Leopold Stokow- 
ski conducting 

Event is a benefit 
harmonic 


Linda 


warbler, 


Ware, 


for i A. 


phil- 





no formal demand had ever been 
made by the SWG for immediate 
termination of the SP contract. He 
stated the producers had advised the 
SWG that if and when a coniract 
was signed with the SWG that SP 
care of.’ 


would be taken 








|many a 





| 


Headed by J. A. | 


French-language pic- | 
use France Film exclu- | 





A Tall Texas Tale 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Dallas, Aug. 








29. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Far be it from yours truly Mr. 
Dooley to rail at fate but they is a 
law of averages so says the poet, but 
why does it not work for I? In the 
Arctic silence of December, where 
do you find me? 
And when the months of July roll 
around, am I in my shooting boxcar 
in the north woods? 
I am in east Texas where only the | 
thermometers can stand it, and) 
where I am as out of place as a 
derby hat in Miami. I feel like 
Livinstone and Stanley, Ubangi 
short and all. Whatever happened 


Yes sir, in Quebec, | 


No, I am not, | 








Slapsie Maxie Gives Nitery Mob First 
Look at His Latest Bout With Thespis 





Metro’s Quick ‘Thunder’ 





Hollywood, Aug, 29. 

Metro is speeding ‘Thunder 
Afloat’ to release after a U. S. 
Navy Okay, to capitalize on the 
war fever. 

Yarn about a German subma- 
rine prowl off the U. S. coast 
during the last World War. 








to them two boys is what poened | SHY MURPHY-GALLAHER 


would like to know too, 


Here I am in a bird’s-eye er WANT 1506 FROM WB 


telephone booth, what Ralph Hitz) 
facetiously calls a room, so we will 
let it go at that. 

One thing I will say—there is 
lad here from the far 
reaches of the old Princeton hotel on 
45th street in the days when Skins 
Miller didn’t have Faysie to imitate 
him. 

I staggers into the Variety Club in 
Dallas nonchalantly and who does I 
see in a life-size painting on the 
walls but the image of Robert Jere- 
miah O'Donnell, the Dallas dalma- 
tian, formerly of the Harlem opera 
house O’Donnells in the days when 
Eddie Mannix was the lobby front- 
man at the Loew’s Seventh Ave. 
Robert is in profile and his good 
eye is looking wistfully at the bar 
with a faraway ‘Fifty-Fifty’ club 
look in his eye as if he was thinking 
of the good old days of Pearl Jer- 
Jessie Reed and May Deve- 
reaux all going to Sunday school 
with Lillian Lorraine. I remember 
the day they had to take the door 
offen the hinges to get Harry Ruby’s 


profile through the entrance, so that 

Ballard McDonald could smuggle 

Harry Carroll out under his coat. 
As I sits sipping my 7-Up who 


comes in but the grey-haired Adonis 
himself and he is for 
not being able to truly 
out to Arlington Downs to see the 
gee-gees, but I passed there today 
with a tear in my eyes and saw the 
grass growing in the homestretch, 
and some ducks that look like 
Thurston the Great doing an Eleanor 
Holm in the lake in the infield, 
Henry Berman, the 2-a-dayer, 
has got himself a house to manage 
in San Antone called the Broadway 


apologizing 
take yours 


and everybody loves him inclusive 
of Gladys Clark, the thrush from 
Freeport Bill O'Donnell is the boy 
in white in San Antone and lives in 
an air-conditioned office with his 
better half. Madeline Fov, of Foy, 
Foy, Foy, Foy and Foy. He has a 
beautiful offspring who is a native 


cowpuncher in the Alamo picture 
postcard department 
in Texas 


Epstein is at the 


B’way 
cppie (Casa 
Manana, which means the ‘puurhouse 
of tomorrow,’ and is teaching Texas 
Jack Garner how to play klabiash. 
Billy Grady, the M-G-M balance 
wheel from Buzzard’s Bay, is here 


picking some _ son-kissed beauties, 
and young Bill Farnsworth, Jr., is 
the press agent and has the whole 
town agog. Ray Bolger is Bolgering 


up the show for Eppie, but the 
natives have their branding irons 
on Frances Langford the bo 
brander of the Amon Carter may 
icks William Morris, Jr., is run 
ning the show by remote control 
Well, I started out to tell vo 
anent Robert O’Donnell and Dall 
the Ft. Worth of the West Robert 
has the Dallas a club I 
they win any ame or not and 
they play at night under gla In 
the daytime te has the Dalla D} 
patch and that’s a sheet that cer- 
tainly sees to it that the Interstate 
gets a break Even you are a tee- 
totaler, you can drink Bob’s 7-Up 
a Texas Kokokola, and if you want 
something stronger, you ean go for 
Bob’s ‘Time.’ ‘Time’ is a beer and 
O'Donnell is all hopped up about it. 


I am down here 
and my health is 
account of a 
in certain 
is Empire for the 
Parlay vous? Am 
old Manhattan, as I nicknamed 
same, to listen to Grover wailing 
and to throw a blanket around some 
of N.T.G.’s frost-bitten sirens. 
Next week a tale of the Pecos 
a story in the grandeur of Happy 


for 


not so 


my health, 


good on 


certain lack of speed 


bronchos whose habitat 


July. 
hele tig 
yack to 


month of 
coming 


have 


Halligan’s Hamburger Hacienda. 
Texas is a big state, but it’s not big 
enough to hold vours truly Mr 


Dooley. Adios gringos. 


Senor Casablanca Halligan 


The $150,000 action of M. & G. 
Amusements, Inc., against Warner 
Bros. Pictures, Inc., was transferred 
Friday (24) from N. Y. supreme to 
the federal court. Reason for the 
transfer is that the suit involved 
diversity of citizenship. 

Plaintiffs claim that when Warners 
purchased the film rights to the play, 
‘Sh! The Octopus’ in 1928 from First 
National Pictures, Inc., it only pur- 
chased the silent rights. 

The talker rights belonged half 
to the plaintiff and half to the au- 
thors of the play, Ralph Murphy 
and Donald Gallaher, it is claimed. 
Since Warners made a talker ver- 
sion, and since it made over $300,000 
in profits, one-half of those profits 
or $150,000 are asked. 

WB on Friday (24) filed intentions 
of examining Katherine Moog before 
trial on Sept. 18. Miss Moog is suing 
the film company for $75,000 dam- 
ages for alleged libel in ‘Confessions 
of a Nazi Spy.’ The plaintiff ma 


be represented by an attorney at the 


examination for purposes of cross- 


examination. 
$25,000 U Suit 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
David Howell, claiming to be the 
original ‘Cruising Troubadour,’ filed 
$25,000 breach of contract suit 


against Universal, charging the stu- | 


screen 
picture, 


dio with depriving him of 
credit in the Bing Crosby 
‘East Side of Heaven.’ 

According to the complaint, the 
screen credit was to have read: ‘The 
Cruising Troubadour suggested by 
David Howell's characterization.’ He 
asserts the studio paid him $2.500 
for the: rights, but neglected the 
credit. 


‘Stripes’ for Raft 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Shift in Warners production plans 
moves George Raft into the spot 
originally assigned to James Cagney 
in ‘Invisible Stripes.’ 


Cagney is set for ‘The Fighting 
69th.” Both pictures roll in Septem- 
ber 

FIGHTING GETAWAY 
Hollywood, Aug. 29 

‘Zorro’s Fighting Legions,’ first 

rial to be produced by H. R 
Brown under his new pact as ex- 


producer at Republic, 
the gun Sept. 8. 
William Whitney 


+ 


h co-direct 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 29 

High Grey Walls’ is release 
on ‘Prison Si eon’ at C 

Honeyn Bali’ is third title 
for ‘My Love for Yours,’ nee ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary”’ at Paramount 

‘Floating Trouble’ at Warners be 
‘Gambling on the High Sea 

Columbia switched from ‘Sun- 
down in Helldorado’ to ‘Taming the 
West.’ 

The 
dle on 
public 

Paramount set ‘Parole Fixer’ as 
release title on ‘Federal Offense.’ 

‘Pride of the Blue Grass’ is final 
tag ‘Gantry the Great’ at 


ners 


ecutive 


Jack 


and 


ylumbia 






oon in 


came 


han 


Re- 


Ter rors 


Kan is 


‘Heroe ol 


on 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Warners purchased ‘Sabotage in 
the Air’ by Leonard Levinson. 


Shepard Traube sold his yarn, 
‘Goose Step,’ to Producers Pictures 
Warners purchased ‘Up at the 


Villa,’ by Somerset Maugham. 
Republic bought ‘Forgotten Girls, 
by Martin Mooney and Alex Gottleib, 
Mildred Cram sold her story, ‘Hap- 
piness,’ to Warners. 
Universal purchased ‘No Power on 


Earth,’ by Richard K. Polimer and 
Wallace Sullivan. 
Samuel Goldwyn bought ‘Sweet- 


heart of T 
jer Frank 


urret One,” by Comman- 


Wead 


+ 
v 
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War- 


By GEORGE E. PHAIR 
Hollywood, Aug. 29 
Art, society and buffoonery min- 
gled like little old palsy-walsies at 
the unwrapping of the Warner pro- 
duction, ‘Slapsie Maxie,’ the first 
| world premiere ever perpetrated in 
|the star's personally conducted 
; rumme shoppe. 
| The star was Maxie Rosenbloom, 
bee in pugilistic circles as Rosen- 


slap, and in hoss-racing circles as 
| the bookies’ best friend. It was a 
| night of triumph for Mr. Rosen- 


| bloom, who bicycled all around the 
place in his various capacities of film 
star, host, head waiter and target 
of a hundred hecklers. All he 
needed was another decision over Al 
Ettore to make the comedy 100%. 

It was something different in pre- 


} 


|mieres, an escape from the cus- 
| tomary solemnities of ermines and 
| high hats. It was an experiment in 
theatrical psychology, a modern ver- 
| glen of the old Gilbert & Sullivan 
| formula: ‘Let the punishment fit the 
| crime.’ 

! 


| Night falls on Hollywood in gen- 
eral, but not on Slapsie Maxie’s gin 
feond which is ablaze with search- 
lights and surrounded by a flock of 
autograph nimrods. Instead of the 
royal red plush carpet there is an 
antique rug. You know it is an an- 
tique on account of the moth holes. 
On one side of the rug is a table 
adorned with smoked glasses, free 
of charge. The idea is that the 
customers may wear the glasses if 
Mr. Rosenbloom’s film art becomes 
too brilliant for the naked eye. On 
the other side is a clinical table ar- 
rayed with mixing glasses and 
bottles of soda bicarbonate, in case 
of mal de mer. 

There is a feeling of anticipation 
in the crowded little dump, every- 
body waiting to bust his sides laffing, 
but meanwhile the public must wait. 
This is something different in first 
nights. It is a gimmick premiere. 
Numbered tickets are passed around, 
and who wins the cash prize but 
Binnie Barnes. By a strange co- 
incidence, Binnie is a Warner con- 
tractee. By another strange coin- 
cidence, Jane Wyman wins the auto- 
mobile. At least, it was an auto- 
mobile back in 1906. Its original red 
| brow was furrowed with care and 
its honk showed distinct symptoms 
of asthma. 





| 


There was still a feeling of an- 
ticipation when the second and last 


reel of the picture ended. The cus- 
tomers are still waiting for the com- 
edy to start. 


ROB DETROIT NABE 


Rochester, N. Y., Manager Flees 
Stickup—Atlanta House Robbed 


Detroit, Aug. 29. 

Two men and a woman are being 
held here in connection with the 
holdup of the Senate theatre here 
last week, in which thugs got be- 
tween $300 and $400. Nabe is op- 
erated by Cohen Bro who have 
a string of theatres here. 

Albin Macek, doorman: Hattie 
Kidon, ticket taker, and John Pival, 
asst. manager, were transporting the 
night’s receipts to the office when 
three men in the foyer held them 
up. They gave chase until halted by 
the bandits’ bullets, but managed to 


yet license number of car, through 

which police arrested the three sus- 
pect 

Cadoret Almost Held Up 

Rochester, N. Y 

William H. Cadoret, city manage! 

of Comerford, RKO and Paramount 

here, le Regent 


» enter his 


Aug. 29 


ving the 
late at night and starting t 
Cal in a nearby parking tation, 
found himself looking into the busi- 
id of a revol\ Robber was 
in the car. Manager Cadoret 
didn’t wait for a parley, slammed the 
shut and dashed for nearby 


ne © 


seated 


door 
hotel 

Police found the intruder had dis- 
appeared after rifling the dashboard 
compartment, 

Negro Stickupper 
Atlanta, Aug. 29. 

Armed Negro stickup man warmed 

tht last week by holding up 


up one nj ) 


colored boxoffice at Lucas & Jenkins’ 
' Fox before moving on to rob ‘a 
liquor store manage? of $100. Bandit 
purchased a jucat from Fannie 
| Knight, cashier, then drew revoiver 


and handed her paper sack, instruct- 
ing her to place cash in bag. 

Woman told police she dumped 
$19.45 into sack, handed it to holder- 
ipper and started secre he 


| took mn he Baal 


aiming as 
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THERE’S A FORTUNE 
IN YOUR PALM! 


The Previews of M-G-M’s “The Women” and 
“Babes in Arms” have been held! 


When you see them for yourself you will under- 
stand the furore they have created. 


No season has ever, thus early, yielded two such 
sensational attractions. 


Previews of other early releases from M-G-M will be 
held shortly. What you have heard is true. M-G-M 
is racing far ahead of the entire field. The wise 
money is on Leo! 


NORMA SHEARER - JOAN CRAWFORD MICKEY ROONEY and JUDY GARLAND 
Rosalind Russell in “THE WOMEN” with in “BABES IN ARMS” with Charles Win- 
Mary Boland + Paulette Goddard ninger + Guy Kibbee + June Preisser 


Phyllis Povah - Joan Fontaine « Virginia ‘ " 
Weidler + Lucile Watson + From the Groce Hayes + Getty Jaynes - Dovgles 


Play by Clore Boothe - By Arrange- McPhail a Rand Brooks + Leni Lynn 
ment With Max Gordon Plays ond John Sheffield - Screen Play by Jack 
Pictures Corporation + Screen Play by McGowan and Kay Van Riper + Based 
Anita Loos and Jane Murfin - Directed on the Play by Richard Rodgers and 
by George Cukor + Produced by Lorenz Hart + Directed by Busby 


Hunt Stromberg Berkeley - Produced by Arthur Freed 
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39-40 Selling Up 


Continued from page 3 
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, on the fire for 
some time, will be signed by the end 


Theatre- ihn Persoonel Moves 2c esc monn 








: ; | deal with Warner Bros. circuit and ¢ 
Canton, Aug. 29, ; schorn, which was delayed for about ? e . : 


w. S. Skirball Co. Cleveland,| two months because of inability to two-year contract with Fox-West 


Coast circuit. 


awarded contracts to the Guy)contract for picture supply, has 
Johnston Construction Co., Steuben- | finally been effected. The erstwhile 
ville, for new 750-seat houses at/ legit house has been completely re-| Closed yet although Edward M. 
nearby Massillon and at Bryan, O.| vamped. It will provide opposish | eerie and William Powers are 
Openings scheduled for early fall.) for the locally owned Capitol. R. A. 





New Philadelphia, O., completed. 
John Pekras acquired the Ritz, 
Columbus, at receiver’s sale for 
$40,000. His son, Ted, had operated 
for many years. Since last Novem- 
ber George Pekras, brother of John, 


has_been supervising operation for | Mobile, Ala., Aug. 29. 
Cc. G. Lane, receiver. 


The Oakland, Marion, is the latest | ae paccoa dy ogy tie ‘a —— 
addition to the Bowman circuit. H. C.| WC Opened in Mobile, ov seats. 
Patterson, of Blanchester, head of | mes 
the chain, bought the house from | New 500-Seater on all fronts and should come 
L. J. Flautt of Columbus. Reopening | Oshkosh, Wis., Aug, 29. through in normal course of events. 
4s Eon ag oF od aoe gehen “ Si iat The Mode, new 500-seater, opened | : 

Strand, Follans 2, across ‘iver | 
from Steubenville, O., extensively x oilibs ‘p00 ote th 
modernized by Joe Huszar and Glen principals of which are Albert | 
Floyd. | Kuehn and Dr. H. J. Haubrick. 

State Representative W. B. Bixler, | ounce 
— of the La gg a senece. | Rebuilt House Opens Sept. 1 
ship on newsreels last session, is | ; 
Democratic nominee for mayor of| , Mercer, Pa. Aug. 29. Hundreds of new deals have been 
Akron. Opening of the new Liberty sched- | received in the past week, according 

Paul Dietjen, son of the late John| Uled for Sept. 1, according to Blatt to Sears, with only a few deals re- 
G. Dietjen, will carry on the manage- Bros., owners. The former Liberty | maining to be closed before maxi- 
ment and operation of the Royal,| theatre was destroyed by fire last! mum possibilities in exhibition ac- 
Akron nabe, for many years operated) winter. Capacity upped from 500 to | counts have been attained, 


by his father. | 750. 
“The East Columbus, nabe, shuttered Warner sales heads have not re- 
ported any large deals in the past 


for installation of new sound equip- 
ment and net, we Sar under week, but are looking for a rush of 
management of Harry Rothstein. : contracts as result of the company’s 
The new Crest, built by R. T.| Earl Peterson shifted from man- new sales policy, already Reson tone B 
Kemper, opened. R. T, Crest in|agement of Fox Ritz to new Town a the Ste York ti amend 
charge. theatre there. Don Beck moved in|+® "he New fork section Warners 
as manager of Ritz. has closed with RKO theatres, 
Season May Change 
One distribution head has again 
revived the oft-discussed proposition 


Seating capacity 500. cago with the Butterfield and Coston 





40 situations in Milwaukee and Chi- 
Mobile’s Latest cago. 


Paramount reports that its thea- 
tre partners have been slow in clos- 
ing buying deals with distributors, 
but that negotiations are proceeding 





|tire circuit possibilities have been 
closed to date. Major portion of this 
selling was completed by April 1 last, 
due to unusually early start, follow- 
ing company’s corvention in March. 


Montana Changes 
Great Falls, Mont., Aug. 29. 





More Albany Sales Changes 
Albany, Aug. 29. 

First change in ranks of Albany } 

— aaa ‘ ere was purchase y Esse je 

film salesmen since new weeps SM ocd Pin oe agg tot omega |that all distributors would stand a 

; 2ned is the resignation of Don- |" 4~< : peppy 4 . anc ing se]]- 

aid | onsen Bead — a the shift | tWo Connecticut nabe houses. House better chance of getting off the sell 

ysgol ago of Fred ‘Slite er, father | Seats 497 and was owned by Louis E. | 1ng season to a better start if sales 

of Harold Sliter bea omtag assistant | P*att. Paul L. Sampsell, Morton S.| conventions were moved back from 

to the Schine AT see Tiley and Leno J. Malcarne, new) the May-June periods, in which they 

Six companies made changes “ed feel posed cs manager. | usually occur, to July and August | 
local sales staffs during or after the | #OUS€ Witt reopen Uct, 2, and even September. 


Pratt Sells Out 
Deep River, Conn., Aug. 29. 








convention period. Warner and Co-| . e His argument is that the way! 
lumbia were the two who did not. Sommers to RKO, Cincy . : ; a ae 

. things are now constituted sales or- 
However, the latter switched man- _ _ Akron, O., Aug. 29.0 | 7 : cee Cotnhondl tn aheek Gite | 
agers, Phil Fox going to Buffalo and| Henry (‘Bud’) Sommers, manager ganizations are require 0 sta 


Joe Miller coming to Albany. |of the Palace, vaudfilmer, here for | gotiating for new product during the 
Harmanus Bleecker Hall, for years | several years, resigned and succeeded | summer, which is the worst time of 

one of the country’s ace legit tryout |by Tom Long, former publicity direc- 

houses, and in recent seasons mainly | tor of the Palace, Youngstown. Re- | theatre 

a picture theatre, closed for time! ported Sommers joining Cincinnati 

being. Fabian management making | RKO organization. 

repairs. House, seating 2,400 and ornare 

situated midway between downtown Nicholls Shifts 

business district and west end resi- pe , 

dential area, had been screening Ralph Nicholls, former manager of general disinterest in buying, with 

second runs and reissues during sum-| the Skouras’ Valley Stream (L. I.)| exhibitors wanting to wait and see 

mer, theatre, transferred to newly-reno- | how business in other lines is going 

vated Jackson theatre here. Nicholls, | to be in the fall. 

with the Skourases 19 years, started With selling shifted to the early 

Ft. Wayne, Ind., Aug. 29. in the chain’s St. Louis house as pro- fall theatre owners would know bet- 
Leased for a long term by Quimby | ducer of stage shows at the Missouri ter how much they can afford to pay 

Theatres, the Paramount here will|2%4 Grand Central. He replaces a y ‘iia ‘ib tor 3. 1d 

i. enaenied ‘netigpeie ind lic Thomas R. Robinson, who leaves the | for product, and distributors w ul 

perated under a first-run poOlcy | Jackson after eight years to take| find them in a more receptive frame 

when it reopens the middle of Sep- over the Forest Hills theatre. Major | of mind. 

tember. This gives Quimby three! Adolfo Caruso moves from Forest 

first-run houses, the Palace and Em-|! Hills to Corona, Corona, succeeding | 


owners. Salesmen_ usually 


ning counter to theatres; ebbtide box 


Quimby’s 3d in Ft. Wayne 





boyd being the others, | Mike Weshner, transferred to New | franchise men and theatre operators 
| Jersey division. sat in on the closing of a Republic | 


—_— product deal last week. Headed by 

Just a Busy Guy | J. R. Grainger, president of Repub- 
Hamilton, O., Aug. 29. lic, a contract for the entire 

1 A. Schwalm, manager Rialto, Rep lineup to play the Schine cir- 


Northio unit, who also is a member 99 satres j , 
of city council, owner of the Union Cult, operating “‘ ee 
Bus Terminal, director of a building east, Was Signea in S ’ 
and loan association and the Hotel | N. 
‘ | Anthony Wayne, head of a political ' 
F. & H. Open Another " | organization and owner of a summer | George Lynch and Lou Goldstein 
P St. Johns, N. B., Aug. 29. hotel in Vermont, is candidate for | represented _he circuit in the nego- 
Opening of the Community, Yar- | re-election to city council. | tiations. 
mouth, N. S. by Franklin & Her- Atlant Weak ty Clut Circuit deals for Monogram prod- 
anta’s Variety > 


Crystal Goes RKO 
Minneapolis, Aug. 29. 
William Crystal has resigned as 
Grand National branch manager to 
become North Dakota salesman for 
RKO, succeeding Edward Stengel, 
transferred to Omaha. 























Board of directors of Variety general sales manager, during the 
14-Room Water Front Residence, Club, Tent No. 21, have set Sept. 14°) past week included the Pal Amu: e- 
Boathouse and Garage on as date for formal presentation of | ment Co. of Georgia, Interstate Cir- 

Long Island Sound charter to club. Officers and direc- | cuit of New England, and the O.K. 
tors of club constitute committee In| Circuit, Dallas 
charge of event, skedded to be an 


157 Riverside Drive elaborate affair with national big- | 


| 
, | 
wigs here for presentation | 


Rep in Great States 


: . | Chicago, Aug. 29. 
eechh t L | | d Club started with 154 charter sig- | ee ee 
} nrhlic ri ‘ into 7S the: "Ac 
urs ’ ong sian natories and now has membership Republic will go into 7 theatres 
HOME I over 200 of the Publix-Great States Circuit in 
oO} Ss OF - j ' ‘ + te x . 
Atlanta theatre, legit house and | Indiana and Illinois. Contracts were 


4 former home of WPA theatre, leased | signed in Chicago by J. R. Grainger 

ARRY RICHMAN for one year, to be operated by John | and J. J. Rubens. 

H. Carter, Brookhaven (nabe) the- | eraaiaciin 

atre operator, and Fred Geissler. Wis. Exhibs Irked By 
Alleged Upped Rentals 


t's being remodeled and _ refur- 
Al J é l ION bished and skedded to light up Sept. 
'4. House had no equipment for Mitweukes, Aus. 2%. 


showing films previously. : ; 
; Wisconsin exhibs, in some spots, 
Saturday, Sept. 9, 3 P.M. ||| 


Ken Butterfield’s Duo irked by requests for increased film 
Marianette, Wis., Aug. 29. | rentals from producers, have threat- 


to be sold at 


on Premises, rain or shine 


Fox’s Myers and Beverly here, suc-| pay the price demanded. According 
Inspection of property, prior ceeding Russell Leddy, who will |to Edward F. Maertz, prexy of the 
to sale, by appointment only. _ manage the circuit's Orpheum, Independent Theatres’ Protective 

wo sor eee Ow SAreeR SAY. Ass'n of Wisconsin and Upper Michi- 
gan, reports coming into his office 
indicate all distribs are asking large 
The Colonial, Wheeling, W. Va.,! increases in film rentals. Some ac- 
,formerly operated by Sam M. Reich- eomplish this by more pictures in 
blum, has been transferred a Theo- | top allocations, others by straight in- | 
dore J. Laskey — ge nihag ees | 

operators have airea assume my , pal ’ 
3-0079 boned Laskey was -aaeclea an | Some exhibs are inquiring, Maerts 
exhibitor at Brownsville, Pa., and declares, to see if the ITPA has any 
Harris is a Pittsburgh florist. information of ‘a plan to eliminate 











Colonial, Wheeling, Transferred 
East Liverpool, O., Aug. 29. 


Fred Berger Company 


Auctioneer 


70 Pine Street WHitehall 
New York City 






creases, he said. 














of the week. These are a three-year | 


The Metro-Fox Wesco has not been | 


pushing negotiations through rapidly | 
Plans for a new Shea house in| Foster, previously attached to Frank- | ward signaturing. William F. Rod- | 
‘ | 2 > >o , 
lin & Herschorn houses, Family an | Sers, Metro sales chief, closed two | 
Community, Halifax, is manager. | ™W circuit deals last week in Chi-| 


circuits. Latter arrangement is for | 


last week by the K. & N. Amus Co., | _ Warners reports that 78% of en-| 


the year to try and do business with | 


‘run into such adverse conditions as | 
| the weather; outdoor attractions run- | 


Jackson Heights, L. IL, Aug. 29 | office returns; upset prospects, and a | 2: 


Twelve sales executives, territorial | 


J. Myer Schine, Louis Schine, 


cat aaanaaie Atlanta, Aug. 29 uct closed by George W. Weeks, | 


Ken Butterfield named manager of | ened to close their houses rather than | 


—— " —— | 


. SAG and CIO 
warnings to its members to be cer- 


tain they understand all contracts Continued from page 4___] 
before signing them. Emphasis in, 42d Mendel B. Silberberg for the 
this direction was contained in a re- | Producers. 

cent bulletin which paraphrased a The CIO is one of the big ques- 
Metro ad by declaring that ‘a foun- | on marks in peace negotiations in 
tain pen can be as dangerous as a_ Progress here between the actors and 
snake!’ siagehands. SAG leaders have been 
| Maertz reports few contracts in| Questioned as to whether their or- 
this territory signed, ‘primarily be- | Sanization gave any financial sup- 
cause of the high rentals being port to the USTG. The latter claims 














| the independent exhibitor through 
| this method.’ 
The ITPA has been persistent in 











asked.’ Biz for the state exhibs this | to be independent, but is securing 
summer, he says, has been tougher financial aid from Bridges and CIO. 
than last. Particularly painful has Peace conference was arranged by 


been competition from spots showing J. W. Buzzell, executive secretary of 
16 mm. films. To date. efforts to | the Central Labor Council, and C. J. 
|combat this type of show have proved | Haggerty, secretary of Building 
unsuccessful. Trades Council and president ef the 
State Federation of Labor. Ralph 
Too Technical? Morgan, prexy, and Kenneth Thom- 
Montreal, Aug. 29. son, executive secretary, are rep- 
Reported here that some of the presenting the SAG and Associated 
major film exchanges are enforcing | S¢tors & Artistes of America. John 
contract stipulations on new sea- F: Gatelee and Frank Stickling, In- 
son’s product 100%, which makes it | ternational PEPCSARSS OT VER, ae 
difficult to sell. Exhibs in various ting in for the IATSE. 
parts of this province having been |. Actors were reported ready to re- 
accustomed to making deals with instate Sophie Tucker, president of 
film salesmen, getting slight con- American Federation of Actors, and 
cessions and closing books quickly. Harty Richman, but want no part of 
One of the major exchanges here talph_ Whitchead, AFA executive 
is reported nixing every ‘deal’ made secrecary. Buzzell and Haggerty are 
by its salesmen which deviates in | S#!¢ to be urging that the actors ac- 
the slightest from strict contract cept the recommendation of the AFL, 
specifications. Result is that product | TemState the AFA with its entire 
of another major has been walking | personnel and then proceed to clean 
into spots and picking up biz for | house of any undesirables without 
time left wide open through can- | Tevoking the charter. = 
cellation of salesmen’s ‘deals’ by op- | The American Society of Cinema- 
position head office. | tographers will not be represented 
One of the grievances commonly |‘. the studio election. The ASC 
aired by exhibs is percentage ar. | Wanarew its petition for certifica- 
rangement whereby a checker is tion with the understanding that di- 
sent into towns by exchanges to keep | rectors of cinematography would not 
tab on grosses, The checker often ballot. It also was understood that 
finds a deficiency of trifling sum | the jurisdiction dispute with the 
which just about covers his salary ome would be sidetracked and 
and expenses. Exhibs want ex-| handled separately from the election. 
changes to take their word for it | George E. Brown, prexy of IATSE, 
'and save cost of checkers, but no |}5 Still insisting that producers termi- 
dice. |; nate the ASC contract, stating he 


arr ae will not permit dual unionism in the 
° camera departments. 
20th Directors Meet 

Directors of 20th-Fox are sched- 
uled to meet on dividends tomorrow | Holiywood, Aug. 29. 
(Thurs. ), with likelihood that there Henry Duffy, former legit pro- 
will be no change from recent divvy ducer, joined Darryl Zanuck’s pro- 
| actions. duction staff at 20th-Fox, to await 
Usual 37'4c. on the preferred and assignment. : 
0c. on the common is in prospect Recently he was head of a dra- 
for the next quarterly declaration. matic school. 








Duffy a 20th Producer 











SE Ueecancecerneanenseetiantenssent tat rprementasaaeaaeatTAANENTEATHATTANTUUHUUTVETUUN ASMA AGHA ELEbANDERUNLOQvNEocecent eenetnONNADeNELABRONNOANE 
| S “Momennneennvennnrenncensatiecscsnnnecseanneeteannetenseennnereseeesteeennnen vent 


_ New York Theatres. : 


OEPACUOREERRL CONN HNAOU DEER NON AEBON®: 











HAsO Habe vecanteoenssnsnnmaneriies 






















BETTE DAVIS 
MIRIAM HOPKINS 
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IN PERSON 
OZZIiE 
NELSON + wees 
' eature 
TRAN And Hi« 12:20 
BROADWAT S475 07 | ORCHESTRA A.M. 


BOOKS OP EH B20 AM 





| 418 CONDITIONED 





Air-Conditioned 
LOEW'S 


Thursday 
Gary Cooper 
Today on Screen | “BE AU 
“MAN IN THK | GESTE’ 


| IRON MASK” | 


On Stage 
On Stag Ed Sullivan 
Bunny Berigan and Orch, | Harvest Moon 
Al Trahan Dancers 
Maxine Sullivan Others 





Held Over 

3rd Big Week! 
M-G-M’'s Techni- 
color Triumph In Person 


“WIZARD Judy GARLANI 
of oz” | rds. | day ° MUSIC HALL 
Cast of 9200 5 Shows Dally HELD OVER 


| ” | “FIFTH AVENUE 
GIRL" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





Broadway Gilet Street 











Air-Conditioned 


Continuous from 10 a.m 
Pop. ?rices, 25c to | p.m. 
Bway and 48tm St Late Show 11:30 pm Nightly en - 


Robert Donat in M-G-M's BING IN PERSON 


LARRY 
a CLINTON 


AND HIs 


“STARMAKER” | onc HESTRY 
PARAMOUNT ws 











| 


GOODBYE MR. CHIPS 


with Greer Garson @ 4th MONTH | in 


Paramount's 











Hardy Family Grows 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
‘Judge Hardy and Son,’ next in 
the Mickey Rooney series at Metro, 


e Mickey Rooney series’ at Meo, | "WHEN TOMORROW 
rolis Sept. wit Onita Granville om 
added to the family cast. COMES 


George Seitz, who directed the e with os te 
early Haréy pictures, returns to the ;J ©M48LES BOYER—IRENE DUNNE 
job, replacing W. S. Van Dyke, who | UNITED. RIVOLI 
piloted ‘Andy Hardy Geis Sprn 
Fever.’ 


SQUARE 





Broadway 
at 40th St, 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M, MIDNITE SHOWS 
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Commentators en Crisis Coverage 





CBS 


H. V. Kaltenborn, staff news analyst, from London. 

Elmer Davis, journalist, pinch-hitting for Kaltenborn in N. Y. 
Albert Warner, CBS Washington correspondent. 

Edward R. Murrow, CBS European staff director. 

Eric Sevareid, assistant to Murrow. 

William L. Shirer, chief CBS’ continental staff. 

Thomas B. Grandin, CBS Paris correspondent. 

Demaree Bess, Sat. Eve. Post writer. 

Hugh Baillie, UP president. 

W. R. Willis, CBS rep, Tokyo. 

Richard Mowrer, Chicago Daily News Warsaw correspondent. 

Major R. Ernest Dupuy, U. S. A., co-author of ‘If War Should Come,’ 
Pierre Bedard, CBS shortwave reporter on European news, 

William Stone, writer foreign affairs, from Rome. 

Philip Jordan, London News Chronicle. | 
Emil Lengvel, author, “The Danube,’ from Budapest. 

Dr. James T. Shotwell, International Law authority, from N. Y. 
H. G. Wells, from London. 

Rev. Robert I. Gannon, Pres. Fordham University, from N. Y. 
Pierre Huss, INS Berlin correspondent. 

Geoffrey Crowther, editor the Economist, from London, 

Bob Trout, CBS special events reporter, from N, Y. 

Alvin Steinkonf, AP, Berlin. 


MUTUAL 


Raymond Gram Swing. MBS staff news analyst, N. Y. 
Fulton Lewis, Jr., MES correspondent, Washington, 
John Steele, head MBS foreign staff, London, 

Wavcrly Root, MBS Paris rep. ; 
Sigrid Schultz, Chicago Tribune and MBS rep, Berlin. 
Patrick Maitland, London Times, Warsaw. 


NEC 


Max Jordan, NBC European director, from Berlin. 

Paul Archinard, NBC rep in Paris. 

Vernon Bartlett, editor London News Chronicle, from London. 
William Bird, N. Y. Sun, Paris. 

Fred Bate, NBC rep in London. 

Baukhage, NEC Washington commentator, Basle and London. 
Ralph Barnes, N. Y. Herald-Trib, Paris. 

Howard Claney, NBC commentator, London. 

Duff Cooper, former British War Minister, London, 

Winston Churchill, London. ; 

Wallace R. Deuel, Chicago Daily News, Berlin. 

Kenneth Downs, INS, Paris. 

Yvon Delbos, former French minister, Paris. 

Newton Edgers, Japan Advertiser ed., Tokyo. 

John Elliott, N. Y. Herald-Trib, Paris. 

Franklin Engelman, editor News of the Day, London, 
Anthony Eden, London. 

Pierre Flandin, former French premier, Paris. : : 
Hugh Gibson, former U. S. Ambassador, London, Paris, Brusseis. 
John Gunther, NBC staff commentator, Riga, Tallin, London, 
Earl Godwin, NBC Washington commentator, Washington. 

H. Laurence Hilles, N. Y. Herald-Trib, Paris. 

William Hillman, INS, London, 

Pierre J. Huss, INS, Berlin. ; 

Edouard Herriot, former French premier, Paris. 


; while NBC's 
|number for any one day occurred 





Radio’s Cost 


Continued from page 1 














got on the official broadcasts from 
Europe. There is also the added 
'expense of keeping the wires open 
‘and the personnel on hand through 
| 24-hour stretches. Likewise cable 
and transoceanic telephone messages. 
| Mutual’s bill so far is around $10,- 
000. 

Unlike last year’s, this crisis broke 





long before the new commercial sea- | 


son got under way. The Czech crisis 
extended from Sept. 10-29. Between 
them, NBC spent $160,000 for cover- 


|} age and lost around $40,000 on time 
' billings. 


From last Tuesday noon (22) to 


‘ yesterday noon (Tuesday ) Columbia 


in 81 shortwave pickups, 


totaled 78. Highest 


engaged 


Sunday, with CBS going for 19 and 
NBC 17. During the whole Czech 
crisis Columbia made 151 shortwave 
pickups and NBC 147. 


QUERY DRAWS 
2,000 REPLIES 


Young & Rubicam has amassed 
some 2,000 program recordings and 
presentations from some 500 stations 
as a result of the questionnaire it 
addressed to local outlets the latter 
part of July. The query had been 
prompted by a Y & R account’s idea 
that it would like to buy an ex- 
tensive batch of stations for the} 
purpose of sponsoring anywhere 
from two to five local programs a 
day. If the idea materializes it will 
be without precedent in spot broad- 
casting. 

In its questionnaire, the agency | 








Taylor Henry, AP, Paris. 

Hugh Jenks, UP, Buenos Aires. ; 
Jacques Keyser, v.p. Radical Socialist Party, Paris. 
Walter B. Kerr, N. Y. Herald-Trib, Paris, 

John B. Kennedy, NEC staff, N. Y. 

Louis P. Lochner, AP, Berlin. | 
John Lloyd, AP, Paris. - 

Eugene Lyons, American Mercury ed., N. 7. 

Richard McMillan, UP, Paris. 

Richard Massock, AP, Rome. 

Howard Marshall, British commentator, London. 

DeWitt McKenzie, chief AP foreign staff, N. Y. 

Carroll Olcott, foreign news commentator, Shanghai. 

Elmer Peterson, AP, Warsaw. 

George Podoski, chief, foreign section Polish Radio Warsaw. 

J. C. Stark, AP, London. 

Pierre van Paassen, author, Paris. 

Dorothy Thompson, columnist, N. Y. 

Michael Wilson, INS, Paris. 

Sir Arthur Willerts, foreign news commentator, London, 


——— 


CARL OKAY 
BOAKE CARTER: F 


series of 








Chet Miller, pioneer in program 
production and recording, is resum- 
|ing his partnership with Jean V. 
Grombach, effective Sept. 6. 

He was with Grombach for five 
years prior to 1936. 


| Ex-Labor Leader, Serving 
Life, to Get Radio Job 





Before underwriting a 
transcribed comments by Boake Car- 
ter on WMCA, N. Y., Liebman Beer 
obtained the blessings of John L 
Lewis, CIO chieftain, The brewer | 
had been leery about linking its Chicago, Aug. 29. 
product to Carter until it was as-| Sponsoring a parole for Matthew 
sured by Lewis that he had much|A. Schmidt, former Chicago labor 
regard for Carter, and was surprised leader convicted in Los Angeles in 
that Carter hadn’t been ‘on the air|!9!5 as a terrorist and serving life 
up to this time.’ There was also a sentence in San Quentin, Joseph 
reassuring message from William 





Keenan, Secretary Chicago Federa- 
Green, American Federation of Labor | ¥on of Labor, said Schmidt will be 
prez. | given a $50 a week job as assistant 
Carter lost a General Foods as- | €™8'neer at WCFL, a federation sta- 
signment a couple of seasons ago as | tion. : , be 
the result of protests voiced against | California authorities have 
his allegedly reactionary and anti- | cated Schmidt will be paroled. 
labor opinions by unions within the 
CIO. He is attempting a comeback 
via the transcription route. 
The series on WMCA under Lieb- | 
man backing starts Sept. 11. It's’ 
for five quarter hours a week (6:30- | 


Parker Quits B-S-H 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 





indi- 


asked that the local stations include | 
with its list of available programs | 
such data as audience figures, past 
sponsorship, proof of results of this | 
sponsorship and press comment and 
publicity of any sort. 


SENATOR NOE HURT 
IN TEXAS AUTO CRASH 


New Orleans, Aug. 29. 

State Senator James A, Noe, can- 
didate for governor of Louisiana in 
1940, and owner of radio station 
WNOE, New Orleans, was critically 
injured in an auto accident 23 miles 
outside of Austin, Texas, Saturday 
| (26). 











Y&R'S PROGRAM 





| the result extremely surprising. 








The senator, driving to New Or- | 


leans from a Texas camp where his | 


| daughter had been vacationing, was 
| taken to the Seton Infirmary at Aus- 


sage from a Berlin station. 











European Coverage Comment 


Crack CBS Job 

CBS’ job of reporting the foreign scene on Thursday night (24), when 
the situation really was getting into the white hot stage, was splendid, 
This network’s stable of foreign and domestic reporters has had enough 
batting practice in previous situations to deliver solid blows during the 
current turmoil. Their reporting is factual, colorful and still personal 
enough to classify as true ‘radio reporting’—as distinguished from the 
stylized manner of many newspaper men who double between typewriter 
and mike. 

Thursday eve (24) the CBS lineup consisted of William Shirer from 
Berlin, Ed Murrow and H. V. Kaltenborn from London, Thomas Grandin 
from Paris, and Albert Warner from Washington. Shirer’s manner of re- 
porting is perhaps slightly less lucid than his colleagues’ (maybe it’s his 
voice or the short-wave that helps lend this impression), but he acquitted 
himself plenty well in hammering home the essential angle that the Ger- 
man people were largely ignorant of what the outside world was up to, 
and hence not in an extremely martial frame of mind. This point, a 
crucial one for an understanding of the outcome of the mess, was capably 
put across by Shirer. 

Murrow, Kaltenborn, Grandin and Warner each got in some telling 
local atmosphere, personal experiences, plus enough speculation to keep 
the topic fully covered. Each also referred to the other’s remarks—a 
cross-reference angle that aided in establishing continuity amid a thor- 
oughly many-sided upheaval. It is difficult to assign individual palms to 
the quintet of spielers. All were on their toes and all contributed both 
diversification and continuity. 


——— 





Mutual Reprises Wax Stunt 
Mutual continued its prior stunt of waxing European newscasts and 
then playing the platters to American ears. When this stunt was con- 


ceived during the Munich crisis last Sept., it was an attention-getter. Its 
novelty by now is worn off, however, though its merit remains. That is, 


as an on-the-scenes roundup it has news value and contributes atmos- 
phere. But it’s not the pay dirt it once was. 

These are the platters from officially-controlled broadcast centrals in 
Rome, Berlin, Warsaw, London and Paris—all done in English, for obvious 
propaganda purposes. Mutual stressed this, preceding each etherization. 





WOR's Surprise 

Transradio’s lead-off item for the WOR, New York, 11 p.m. news stanza 
on Thursday (24) was something of a puzzle. Instead of starting the 
broadcast with the latest European developments, Transradio teed off with 
the news that a senator had broken his hip. Ordinarily this item wouldn't 
make the grade on a bad day. Hence it’s a puzzle why it made the 
grade on a really sizzling day. Maybe Transradio figured that everybody 
else had devoted so much time to the war that diversification might be 2 
welcome relief. If such was the case, the psychology was passable, but 
It was on the whole dubious strategy. 

WMCA'’s Scoop 

WMCA, New York, hit the front pages of the dailies Monday (29) with a 
story, subsequently picked up by the wire services, of a shortwave mes- 
Message, in international code, was addressed 
separately to some 35 German steamers in various ports and advised them 
to ‘act on your secret instructions.’ 

Station got the item through its tieup with the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
which maintains shortwave communication with Europe at all times. Sta- 
tion has also added Leo Y. Chertok, in addition to Johannes Steel. to dis- 
seminate foreign news. 

Max Jordan ‘On a Limb’? 

Max Jordan, NBC Berlin rep, took what many in the trade considered a 
long shot when, on a Saturdy night (26) broadcast, he 
that there would not be any war and that the situation 
by mediation. Jordan’s remarks sounded as though they echoed the spirit 
of confidence that the Nazi leaders were spreading that day among their 
own people, but even when the general tone over the air became more 
sombre the next day, Jordan did not veer from his previous forecast. 

NBC’s coverage pilots in New York were ribbed plenty Mon. (28) by 
what was termed Jordan’s going out on a limb, but they retorted that they 
felt certain that Jordan’s prediction would turn out to be right. During 
the height of the Czech crisis last year, H. V. Kaltenborn, CBS, made a 
Similar forecast, but he spoke from New York. 


stated positively 
would be settled 


Frequent spot appearances of Baukhage, NBC Washington commenta- 
tor, during last few weeks, reveals that web is plugging him as ‘name’ at- 
traction. Latest indication of Baukhage’s promotion came Thursday (24), 


| when NEC gave him a hurry call to come to New York and take off for 


| . . . . i] 
tin, where physicians treated him | 


| for head injuries and two fractured 
ribs. Noe was unconscious for sev- 
|eral hours after the accident. 
|; was hurt when his car rounded a 
|curve too sharply and overturned. 
His wife, daughter and chauffeur 
were not injured. 
Ray Hufft, manager of WNOE, and 
Benet F. Cain, 
| tional director, hurried to Austin to 


ning. 


Joe Spadea Hurt 


rep firm of *™ 
bruised and cut when his car 
Gaffney, S. C., the previous 
|end. He was on his way to Atlanta. 
His car skidded into the side of 
a house, knocking it six feet off its 
foundation. There were 12 persons 
in the house, but no one was se- 


|riously injured. Spadea’s machine 





P. G. Parker has resigned as a) was wrecked, and he continued his 


6:45 ».m.). 


MALNECK, JOE E. BROWN 
RELEASED BY SPONSORS 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Finale was written to two Coast 
commercials last week. Matty Mal- 
neck was dropped by Pali Mali after 


13 weeks and General Foods (Post 
Toasties) calls it quits with Joe E. 
Brown after four more programs. 








at this time. 


v.p. of Blackett-Sample-Hummert. | trip by rail. 
, His exit becomes effective Friday| P. S.—Despite the accident, Spadea 
(1). He has no future plans other | succeeded in his task of getting the | 


than a vacation. | Reiter-Spadea Co. appointed rep for 
| Parker joined the agency several | WAGA, Atlanta, effective Sept. 1. 
years ago. He was assistant to Niles 
Trammell, when the latter was v.p. | RENEW BOLLEY 
be charge of the Chicago division. Syracuse, Aug. 29. 
Leo Bolley, sportscaster, has been 
CAMPBELL UPPED given new contract by Tydol-Veedol. 
Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 29. | Salary has been upped again, ac- 
Vie Campbell, who came to WGY cording to reporis, and his stint will 
as announcer and production man’ again be delivered between WFBL 
last spring after working in the and WGY. 
same capacity for Buffalo Broadcast- | In new contract Bolley gets Sun- 








ing Corp., has been named assistant , day nights off. This spot on WFBL | 
Neither interested in replacements | program manager. 


A. O. Coggeshall is boss p.m, of studio staff. 


He | 


the station’s educa- | . 
; luc | vein—the 


week- | 


| 


| . ip | Russi aie 
the Senator’s bedside Saturday eve- | ~USS!# and the Russians. 


Europe. He flew on Pan American Clipper same day and will do a series 
of newscasts and interviews from principal capitals, 
Lyons on Nazi-Russian Pact 
_ Eugene Lyons, former Moscow correspondent for United Press and for 
VARIETY and present editor of American Mercury, delivered an outspoken 
commentary on the international crisis in a quarter-hour broadcast over 
NBC Saturday night (26). Lyens discussed Russia and the Russian re- 
action to the Soviet-German pact. He was definitely anti-Stalin. 
Regardless of any slanting—and Lyons did speak more in an editorial 
author of ‘Assignment to Utopia (Russia)’ obviously knows 
The pact will bring no reaction there, Lyons 





| declared, because the Russians have learned under Stalin to make no com- 


| 


| wood,’ by private car from the lat- 


| carriers of deadly germs,’ Lyons stated. 
Joe Spadea, partner in the station | ~ i 
ver-Spadea Co., was | 
was | 
forced off the road by a truck at | 


a on anything but the most minor matters, even in the privacy of the 
edroom. American correspondents in Moscow could not report the reac- 
tion to the wedding of ‘red Bolshevism’ and ‘brown Fascism’ because they 


could not learn it. Russians shun newspapermen as ‘though 


they were 


Hormel’s Home Show — ANTI-ASCAP BILL GETS 
— ALA. COMMITTEE’S 0K 


o ccoum £ she Q 
ter town to Austin, Minn., for a spe- Birmingham, Aug. 29. 
cial broadcast from the Hormel fac- The Senate judiciary committee of 


tory so that the employees can see the Alabama Legislature last week 
the troupe. Stops will be made for 


Hormel & Co. will tour the cast of 
its CBS show, ‘It Happened in Holly- 





regular airings of the broadcast in 
St. Louis Sept. 4 and Chicago (6). 


Cast is due back in Hollywood 
Sept. 11. 
Junketeers will include Martha 


Mears, John Conte, Eddie Dunsted- 
ter, announcer Bud Hiestand, direc- 
tor Wayne Griffin and writer Dane 
Lussier. 





WATT ON HOLLYWOOD 





| Fuller & Smith & Ross, Inc., has sold 
another series of yarns to Liberty. 
It’s entitled, ‘Hens Don’t Set in 


will be filled by Bob Kenefick, Jr., | January, being the saga of a Holly- 


‘wood property man. 


| gave a favorable report to the 
| Stakely bill, aimed at the asserted 
| song monopoly of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
; Publishers. The bill was urged by 
Alabama radio stations, many hotels 
and other businesses, which the com- 
mittee was told have suffered 
heavily because of charges for music 
rights. 
The Stakely measure would re- 
quire the asscciation to pay a 3‘o 
j annual state gross receipts tax, and 


Kenneth L. Watt, radio director of , would prevent ASCAP from charg- 


ing broadcasters and others a flat 
|fee of from $500 to $1,000 a year, 
plus 5% of the gross revenues of 
any company playing the copyright- 
ed music. 
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Crisis Kickback 





As the Polish crisis gathered momentum last week several ad agen- 


cies were doing a burnup of their 


own, and it was directed at NBC. 


Source of the boil was NBC’s practice of rounding out a bulletin on 
the crisis with a plug for itself, even though the time belonged to an 


advertiser. 
The agency men declared that it 


was bad enough for their shows to 


be broken into for news, without having the network take advantage 
of the situation to urge the listener to keep tuned to ‘this station for 


further bulletin’ and to tune in ‘at 


9 o'clock tomorrow morning for an 


up-to-the-minute roundup of the European crisis.’ 


As the agency men expressed it, 
the product, and since sponsors are 


a minute of their time, the networ 
confining itself to the news bulletin. 


the time was being paid for to plug 
not rebated for the loss of less than 
k ought to exercise the courtesy of 
If it wants to plug its crisis ser- 


vice, they said, it could use its own sustaining time. 











Tums Strictly a Series of NBC 
Headaches; Cant Get Proper Spot 


Tums program with Horace Heidt | 


remains the most persistent head- 
ache NBC has had in :ears. Every 
time that it thinks it has the prob- 
lem of finding a spot for the show 
solved, the network finds that it 
has stepped on the toes of another 
customer, 


The latest protest comes from | 
Phillips Milk of Magnesia. It has | 
formally advised NBC that it will 


not have the Tums-Heidt show fol- | 


low its own on the red (WEAF) 
link Friday nights on the ground 


th -t the two products make a similar 
sales appeal. Phillips has for years 
filled the 9 to 9:30 stretch, and Tums 
is slated to move from Monday night 
to the 9:30 to 10 spot. 

Acting under this pressure from 


Phillips, which is part of the Ster- | 


ling Products 
NBC's major 


group and one of 
clients, the network 


* 





Royal Stymied 


For the second consecutive year, 
| John Royal, NBC program chief, has 
had to postpone a vacation because a 
European crisis got in the way. He 
had figured on getting away Mon- 
' day (28) for a couple of weeks. 
Last year he shelved a similar trip 





get hot. 


GILLETTES NUT 


foreign capitals 
| tion-and-answer 
| become the common thing. The nov- 


HIT 2306 


has asked General Electric to switch | 


half-hours with Tums, but the for- 
mer, due to take over 
10-10:30 period on the red with Phil 
Spitalny Sept. 17, has so far re- 
fused to acquiesce. GE wants to 
stay where it is. 

Previous flurry that NBC got into 
because of Tums had a similar basis. 


Alka Seltzer didn’t like the idea of | 


Tums using many of the former's 
supplementary stations of a Satur- 
day night and intimated some 


of legal action. Alka Se’tzer pointed | 
out that even though it had first 
call on such outlets, it didn’t like 


the idea of the sales spiel of a simi- | 


lar remedy coming on the heels of 
its own. 

Tums is also giving NBC the wor- 
ries from another quarter. The net- 
work has sold Standard Brands the 
7:15-7:30 p. m. spot on the red across 
the board for ‘I Love a Mystery,’ 
but it now finds that Tums doesn’t 
want to vacate the Tuesday 
Thursday 7:15-7.30 periods, and ac- 
cept others suggested by NBC. It’s 
rare for an account to be involved 
in a double stalemate of this sort. 


HUB DAILY BOWS AS 
SPONSOR IN WAR PEAK 


Bosto., Aug. 29. 
Boston Transcript, the oldest 
né€wspaper in New England, last 
week took the occasion of the lis- 


tening peak affected by radio’s cov- 
erage of the European crisis, to make 
its bow asa sponsor. 

It bought a schedule of five daily 
newscasis over WBZ, local CBS key. 


Lowman Denies CBS 





sort |; 


and | 


the Sunday | 


Gillette Razor's forthcoming World 
| Series broadcasts will cost the spon- 
sor around $230,000. Czar K. M. 
Landis’ office will get $100,000 for 
the rights, the bill for station time 
and wire facilities in the Mutual 
hookups will figure around $125,000; 
and there will be another $5,000 to 


| cover salaries, traveling expenses, 
lete.. for the games’ announcers. 
Henry Ford's bill for the like event 


in 1936, with three networks in- 
volved, came to $385,000. 

Fred Weber, general manager of 
Mutual, stated yesterday 
tat he has filled all the series’ sta- 
tion requirements with the excep- 
tion of three major spots, namely, 
Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and Balti- 
more. Under such circumstances 
Weber has gone far beyond the lim- 
its that had been predicted for him 
by NBC and CBS executives. 


in the Gillette coverage contract 
there are 30 NBC and six CBS out- 
lets included. Weber said that he 
had given up hope of 
WCAE. Pittsburgh, to join the hook- 


up and that instead he would use 
KQV, Pittsburgh, and WHJB, Green- 
burg, Pa WBAL, Baltimore, he 
stated. was still trying to clear 

commercial out of the way for the 
series. while WLW, Cincinnati, ex- 
ecutives have advised him that the 
matter of making the latter outlet 


available would have to be taken 
up with Powel Crosley, Jr., but that 
it looked as though Mutual would 
have to accept WSAI, WLW’s sister 
station, for the event. Weber stated 
firmly yesterday that he will not as- 
sent to this alternative. 


J. P. Spang, Gillette prez, has put | 


|off his naming of the series’ an- 
nouncing staff for another week. He 
| was to have released them last Sat- 
'urday (26) just before sailing for 


Management Shakeups Europe, bry this trip is off. Gillette 





Lawrence Lowman, CBS v. p., de- 
nied last week the report that Co- 
lumbia Management, a subsid of the 
network, was slated for a shakeup 
in personne]. Lowman said that Mur- 
ray Brophy, head of the subsid on 
the Coast, is in New York merely 
to go over plans for the fall. 

Columbia Management functions 
on the west coast for Columbia Art- 


— Bureau and Columbia Concerts 
Corp. 


plans to put on a dealer contest in 
connection with the broadcasts. It 
will offer cash prizes in every state 
in the union. 


Radio Barks for Ken-L 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency has the 
Ken-L product and is lining up a 
radio schedule for the dog food. 
Understood planning a spot an- 
nouncement campaign starting 
around the middle of Sept. 





when the Czech wrangie started to | 





OPS COLOR 





MUNICH TAUCHT Gov't to Keep Hands Off Radio 


WEBS EFICIENGY 


Coverage of Events Abroad 
Now More Reportorial 
and Factual, but Lacking 
Much of Last September’s 
Human Interest — Radio’s 
Best Job of Type to Date 


NBC’S EDGE 


By BEN BODEC 


While the American networks ac- 
quitted themselves in great fashion 
during the first week of the Polish 
crisis, there was lacking this time 
the technical pyrotechnics, the seem- 
ing air of spontaneity and the 
stirring human interest which 
marked last year’s handling of the 
Czech crisis. With the latter experi- 
ence serving as a rough but sound 
blueprint, the coverage machine has 
meanwhile been perfected. 

It functioned so smoothly and in- 
fallibly that listeners after the first 


|day or two began to look on this 
massive job of worldwide, up-to- 
the-minute coverage with almost 


| Columbia. 


the same easy expectancy and ac- 
ceptance as they do their daily radio 
schedule. Four and five-way hook- 
ups, with air correspondents from 

carrying on ques- 


conversations has 
elty is gone and, compared to the 
Czech furore, the excitement is lim- 
ited, but to the credit of NBC, Co- 


lumbia and Mutual it is the best 
coverage project that broadcasting 
has produced to date. Again the 


medium puts the daily newspapers 
in the position of merely repeating 
in black and white what the popu- 
lace has been conversant with for 
hours, 
Nets’ Approach Varies 

One notable feature 
coverage of the Polish crisis has 
been the difference in the person- 
ality approach between NBC 


about the 





experiences, 


|almost entirely upon its own staff of 


(Tuesday ) | 


Of the 154 station spots stipulated 


|regularly employed and _ stationed 
local and foreign 
particularly H. V. Kaltenborn, Ed- 


ward R. Murrow, William L. Shirer, 


Thomas B. Grandin and Albert 
Warner. NBC, on the other hand, 
is leaning almost entirely toward 


newspaper correspondents, publicists 
(Continued on page 26) 





SUIT VS. WARING 
ON PLAGIARISM 


inducing | 


Jean V. Grombach, 
producer, is suing 
Stack-Goble, Grovs 
Johnny O’Connor, Waring’s manager, 
in the N. Y. supreme court in con- | 


transcription 
Fred War 


Laboratories and 


ing, 


nection with a program idea which | 


he alleged Waring incorporated last 
season in his series for Bromo Qui- 
nine. Grombach claims that he 
supplied the agency with recordings 
| containing the idea for audition pur- 
| poses and that Stack-Goble, without 
| his permission, turned over the idea 
| to Waring for use in his programs. 

At the agency last week 


with ‘the 
It was ad- 


{submitted had to do 
thought behind the song. 


, 


each week in which the 
similar, but the agency denied that 
it had provided the band leader with 
the Grombach sample transcriptions. 


Waring assumed all liabilities for 
such suits. Waring denies having 
known anything about the Grombach 
| recordings and states that the idea 
has been used over and over again 
in radio. 


and | 
Acting on its last year’s | 
CBS elected to depend | 


represeniatives, | © 


it was | 
stated that the idea that Grombach | 


mitted that Waring did one number | 
idea was | 


Under his contract with the agency, | 


In Europe; 





Done Wrong by Nell 





On three successive occasions 
Nellie Revell’s ‘Neighbor Nell’ 
noon broadcast was canceled by 
} special news broadcasts from the 
foreign diplomatic front, at the 
moment when she was ready to 
take the microphone. 


She first gave way to the Pope, 
then Daladier, and yesterday to 
Chamberlain. Turning to the 
sound crew, she said: 

‘Am I fighting this war all by 
myself?’ 











~ PLUGS FOR 
WOMEN 


Metro is buying spots in women’s 
participation programs in 50 towns 


to plug its production, ‘The Women.’ | 


insertion 
consecutive the 
| schedule coming prior to the film’s 
'opening at the local stand. Donahue 
| & Coe is the agency. 

| Commentators on these participa- 
ition programs will have an oppor- 
tunity to preview the picture with 
ithe idea of having them include 
| their own impressions in the com- 
| ment, 


| 

| Vitalis May Quit NBC 

For 13 Weeks Unless 
Suitable Time Is Found 


Contracts call for a daily 


seven days with 





} 


| If NBC can’t supply the Vitalis 
division of Bristol-Myers with a sat- 
| isfactory half-hour within the next 
three weeks, the account will shelve 
its ‘For Men Only’ show for 13 
weeks. The program Is now occupy- 
ing the second half of the B-M 9 to 
110 p. m. stretch on the NSBC-red 


Wednesday night, but Fred Allen is 


slated to return to the full hour 
Oct. 4. 
NBC has offered Vitalis several 


niches and each of these have been 
turned down because of the high rat- 
ings of the prospective 
shows. George Jessel 
‘For Men Only’ session 


opposition 


is m.c. on the 


PEPSODENT MOVING 


Pepsodent has given NBC an order 
for the 7:30 to 8 p. m. period on the 
blue (WJZ) link Sundays. Spot will 
contain the ‘Mr. District Attorney’ 
series after Bob Hope resumes his 


Tuesday night chore for the same 
account. Shift to the blue takes 
effect Oct. 1. 


‘Mr. D. A.’ for the Coast. 

| Though Hope comes back on the 
air Sept. 4, Judy Garland won't join 
the show until Nov. 4 because of her 
scheduled European trip, which 
| probably will be called off in the 
| event of war. 





Stan Warwick arid Robert Golds- 
worthy, graduating student = an- 
nouncers at Washington State col- 





M-G BUYS SPOT 





| 
| 
| 


So Long as War Is Localized 
Will Clamp on Bias 


+ 


_ 


Washington, Aug. 29. 

Moment-by-moment handlirg of 
foreign hot potatoes leaves radio 
wondering what the Federal policy 
will be in case of real hostilities. So 
far, all Government people are keep- 
ing fingers crossed and waiting until 
7 reach the bridge before crossing 
it. 

Far-reaching plans for taking con- 
trol of U. S. outlets have been 
worked out—on paper-—as part of 
the War Department’s industrial 
mobilization scheme. But until the 
whistle blows, American stations can 
go along their ordinary routes. 

The official attitude is that the air 
still is entirely free, with the anti- 
censorship clauses of the Communi- 
cations Act unabridged. Underneath, 
though, the Government people are 
hoping that broadcasters appreciate 
the need for strict neutrality. They're 
keeping their ears tuned to the ree 
ceivers to make certain that U.S. 
plants do not stumble. Neither the 
FCC nor the State Department will 
admit they are checking up, but both 
have their sets working. as is the 
Justice Department, which would be 


| called upon to enforce both the Com- 


munications 
statutes. 
Any broadcasters who ‘give aid’ to 
belligerents in case the European 
firecracker goes off, under existing 
statutes, is liable to be in trouble. 
The Neutrality laws provide stiff 
punishment for persons who take 
sides, while the various almost-for- 
gotten World War statutes. can be 
invoked. The latter acts virtually 
nullify the anti-censorshop pledes, 
even though attorneys doubt their 
constitutionality. 
Will Handcuff Partisanship 


If war comes, the State and Justice 


and the Neutrality 


| departments wil! do the police work 
'up to the moment the U. S. is em- 


; caster 


| 
There will be a rebroadcast on 


| the 


broiled. They are prepared already 
to put the handcuffs on any broad- 
who lets his sympathies 
swamp his judgment. For the mo- 
ment, the FCC is aloof (partly be- 
cause no major policies can be laid 
down until Chairman-designate 
James L. Fly is saddled) and is leav- 
ing the matter of microphone-con- 
trol up to the 
view of the criticism to which it has 
been subjected in the past year for 
blue-penciling scripts, the regulatory 
agency is doubly cautious. 

There is pressure on the Commish 
to begin whacking stations because 
they are pro-Hitler or pro-British. 
But superficially the regulators are 
hands-off. The nonchalance is dem- 
onstrated by the fact that most of 
the members have not seen fit to give 
up their vacations ahead of time. 


other acencies Tn 
otner agencies. in 


(Three of the seven were on deck 
this week—a high average in com- 


parison with the rest of the summer), 


Real apprehension over a break- 
down of democratic processes ex- 
pected to be a brake on any censor- 


ship tendencies The’ military, 
which instinctively likes regimenta- 
tion, is moving slowly because of 
fear that the American people would 
show resentment if cen 


orship is im- 


posed. The FCC is passing the buck, 
not wanting to invoke anything re- 
sembling martial law, or taking a 
step which might result in more 


cuffing around at the Capitol when 
Congress gets back. Real censorship 
will occur, in the opinion of most 
radio industry observers, only when 
it is necessary to protect the nation. 
Unofficial Restraint Probable 


In the event of a foreign war of 
major proportions in which this 
country is not invoived, a restraining 
hand may be expected. It'll be un- 
official, of course. A word of warn- 
ing—such as that given back in 1933 
when the industry was cautioned to 
fly the Biue Eagle and take part in 
NRA movement—likely will 
come from some Federal official. Or 
the NAB, which also is outwardly 
unconcerned, may remind its meme 
bership about patriotic obligations, 


lege, have been added to the staff So far, the NAB is sitting tight, like 


'oft KFPY, Spokane. 


{ 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Producer Assignments on Sponsored Programs 
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heavyweight fighter, filed $150,000) Ed. G. Robinson................0055 evi nae uke 5 -»-Ruthrauft & Ryan..., ..Bob Robson | issue an executive order veritably 
ait xr suit Thursday (24) against — I So a ik ee ie ae TOMMA, Ot. .cicccirviscccver BOURR GB RUDICAM. 00.600. Larson confiscating their properties, He also 
slander sult ‘Shursday (4 > For Men Only............... ‘cual aes bokicdewh va ete cake Pedlar & Ryan........++..LesterVail | can use this power, but isn’t likly to, 
Station WOL, Washington, the Amer-) po,.4 Symphony........... were Ford ..... a. .N. W. Ayer....... seeeeees William Reddick | if he feels that ‘there exists war, or 
ican Broadcasting Co., corporate Goodwill Hour...............0.0eee. Ironized Yeast..........00. Ruthrauff & Ryan... ..John Loveton a threat of war, or a state of public 
owner of station, and Tony Wake-/| Good News.......cccccccccccceccess Maxwell House............ oe te - laa ahs ewe j perdi, oF ogee pow gp teen 
man, WOL sports spieler. PERSIA RAI «ine oiecncieckeus besevs SARs MRNOE sais cancces Pedlar & Ryan. ...se.e+ee- Ter Sisson emergenc oO " - Re oh ne ve 
: > Nn i as eae oe a re rae ..Stack-Goble ..... caseseensmee apron the neutrality of the United States. 
Brown claims that Wakeman told Stites pe Pavivesbacetasamnekws Colgate-P- P ete .--Benton & Bowles..........Carlo D’Angelo The whole legal situation puts a 
radio audience that Brown took @ pit Parade. .......ccecceccceuceuees Lucky Strike. .....ccecs ..Lord & Thomas....... ..+-Tom Wells big burden on the industry. Partic- 
dive when he fought Tony Galento popby Lobby..........seeseceeeeees ere ere Young & Rubicam........Henrik Booraem | uarly in view of the first sentence of 
in Detroit Feb. 5, and that this state- Hollywood Playhouse ee eee ee Bs ee re re Lennen & Mitchell........Jay Clark | Section 606¢ and the possible com- 
ment injured him in ‘good name, I Love a UNE ices ge\eieikind-e gaweae Standeraé Brands......ccses J. Walt. Thompson .. Carlton E. Morse mandeering of Stations to ‘preserve 
fame, credit and professional busi- [Inside Story teed lak ia a .Ralston eee seURPOOE ccsadices seen --.--Clarence Menser the neutrality’ of this country. 
ness.’ Jack Benny Peed wk ke Reale Deena eRe OS eer oe ek eee Young & Rubicam........Murray Boden Since the U. S. is frowning at the 
Natie, whose chief claim to fame | Joe FE, Brown............eeeeeeeees Post Toasties. ose siisccs .--Benton & Bowles..........Don Cope Nazis and Fascists and is holding the 
is that he once stayed 10 rounds with Joe Penner. ..........ceeeeeeueeeces Quaker Oats.. Sherman K, Ellis..........Lawrence Holcomb torch for Democracy, only the 
Joe Louis, states that he had fought Joyce Jordan.......cccecccucccccueee Tee DUONG. 2.54 cbs bike esr -Young & Rubicam....... Carol Irwin strongest pressure can influence the 
in 233 bouts and that he had been Kate Smith Hour..............e.0:- ee re Young & Rubicam........Harry Ackerman Roosevelt Administration to make 
put to sleep in only five of them, One Kate Smith (daytime). .........e.0- a a eer .-Young & Rubicam........Harry Ackerman | use of its dictatorial powers. Any 
of these occasions being in the fourth Kay Kyser. ........cccceccseceeuees Lucky Strike........ -+e+e-Lord & Thomas...........Karl W. Schullinger | flagrant case of partiality or failure 
round at Detroit when Galento! kon Murray........ccceeececeueeees ND eviews er: Buchanan ..... vocsoceccee ee Gerdaar to reflect the sentiment existing in 
nailed him on the kisser with 4 Kitty Kelly.....c.cc..ccccecccceuces Continental Bak........... Benton & Bowles..........Ken McGregor official quarters may, however, have 
ponderous left. Wakeman is ac- Larry Clinton.........cccecceeeeeees Sensation ..... ..Lennen & Mitchell........Blayne Butcher serious consequences for the whole 
cused in suit of saying that Brown SO NS on, ay ebceeseneves NN Sdectatenabeas ..eee- Young & Rubicam.......-.Bill Stuart industry. 
oe a Sive = a oe for a |Love Dr. Susan....... eee eee AE Scasaw sea errerrnTT mm, |e ae econ neT — - ” ; vere , di 
Veo (eS i CR 7 c6 ob eceveetsadeetne pA ion ea are dcbcaceckts baieews ....3. Walt. Thompson........Sanfor arne , Ss 
These words, if Wakeman sald settee Meee eer ey ere ree. a ere e -.e.- Ruthrauff & Ryan........-John Gordon Can. to Contro Nales, 
them, rang in Brown's yong tern PRGTUIHTCOSTOIONCES co iicccseccecveesbs ere re eee ob sR By th BE Oe, sc vcavecvense WHAM Spier Censor, If War Comes 
ears to the tune of Prog sed ~~ = Myrt ’n’ Marge...... iawitbess re Colgate-P-P ..............Benton & Bowles..........Ken McGregor Stenteesl, Aus. %. 
and his lawyers, Charles Warner On |Mr. District Attorney............0.. PONSOGEIE on cccccsscscees .-Lord & Thomas...........Ed Byron ae mes s aieaailian 
Billy B. Cranberry, aguring that Oe ee ee ro eee aces BWRNGGOWE 22s cectccscsees Young & Rubicam........Carol Irwin Impression here vee, B Lana ia 
damage to his name was worth $75,- | One Man's Family.........ccccccees Chase & ©, TOG: occ ss ccce ..J. Walt. Thompson........John Crist Broadcasters “oe — s ve gel 
000, and that he was entitled to an- PORT DEE os aininc okevisvcccsevces a ere Lennen & Mitchell........Edwin Wolfe evens of wor ene , prenene ' 
Give Fee in punitive Semages. Phil Baker... PRED a eaa cal enero sy eneee Young & Rubicam.,......Bill Rousseau assume control an censorship 0 
Station’s lawyer, H. Russell Bishop, |*"!* Paker.....++-- e009 aaeee Aes CLEARY ES § —— newscasts on all privately-owned 
hs aa ‘Skane BR PIN ob oc acispaesvns cvenaes Kgeneral TileCtric, 260.0006: a a es ree ..-Homer Fickett seth act ails ‘aielieiiies oft 
denies that Brown was injured in Dan Waunes Pamids Camay -Pedlar & Ryan......... ...Edwin Wolfe stations, probably  eliminatit om a 
any way by anything Wakeman said, | *°P. *ounss famuy........ iret Ce SCRE SEE See RR SHEE Buchar ‘ eae Gtiest news services excepting the Cana- 
adding that WOL will contest the Cog ig CRM 6. tao rr WEEECO 5596:040:5005605 40005 uchanan ovcccececees L ONY ab \ dian Press, which is currently used 
suit. fg ge Peer eT Peer eee CRIPSO ..cccccocscecccs --+-Pedlar & Ryan............Howard Keegan lon the Government stations. Move 
Wakeman denies having said any Sat. Serenade...............c0eccee. Oe MM sauscvesndeeaewu Gardner .....sseeeeeeeee0-RoOlland Martini {of this kind would probably cut olf 
of the things Natie charged him with! Sherlock Holmes.................. ._Bromo Quinine............Stack-Goble ...... seceeee-Tom McKnight Transradio and other American 
saying. He declared that his state-|Screen Guild................ccccueee oO imme daanaered .Young & Rubicam. . Joseph Hill | sources now servicing Canadian ac- 
ments on the Brown- scrap were|Silver Theatre..............ccceeece International Silver........ Young & Rubican. | eee e.Glenhall Taylor counts on private stations. 
quoted passages from Detroit news- | Strange as It Seems................. Colgate-P-P ...ccece- .Benton & Bowles..... ~«.--Maurice Lowell War would automatically bring 
papers, and that his script for that Tommy Riggs....................005 GMEMOP ORS. 6 dcicccincics ...-Ruthrauff & Ryan........-Nate Tufts into effect plans which have been 
particular broadcast had ee re rer, MOE Nikkddckdacsseene sp ME dia ns cae ee 66s ....-Clarence Menser mulled by Government radio officials 
checked by WOL officials, in ac-|The Shadow.............ccccccceeee on ee re Ruthrauff & Ryan.........Bill Tuttle | at various times in past. Canadian 
cordance with FCC regulations. TE WOO BGs vk Se 0o. co $b ose SK CR: Standard Brands... <<ccces J. Walt. Thompson........Bob Brewster i Press now furnishes government ra- 
| vox ga eed i dite ba ie aletmkca. are Penn TORaC..cccovddce seas. Ruthrauff & Ryan... ..Nate Tufts dio network with a ‘deferred’ news 
‘Walter Winchell..i....ccccccccceees UO Sian. en eased een Lennen & Mitchell........Blayne Butcher service which is = Se 
CAMEL RENEWS CBS Le RR eee ER errs ie eee -Young & Rubicam. .Alex Stronach newspapers. Advertising | oi <p 
| When Girl Marries. .............000; ND 5c cb ikeceeeuden Benton & Bowles..........Ken McGregor and one ee teenk Seane 
DEAL FOR 3 SHOWS a OF COGIORG. occ ciecaces , .-Colgate-P-P Wee eee .Benton & Bowles. es a ct canned ote gor es copy, he. 
Nate Walter fd Keefe Licebbcineweaeteekeae « Pee o.scataceewnns -Ruthrauft & Ry yan... .Everat eade _. | eek Wes of onaniear tives. 
Camel has renewed its eontracts | - et Movement was under way some 


with CBS for the Benny Goodman, 
Bob Crosby and ‘Blondie’ shows, 
which obligation takes all three up | 
to the end of 1939. 


| 
William Esty is the agency. 


Hedda Hopper Heads 
H’wood Show for Sunkist, * 


| 


Hetivwood. Aug. 29. 

Sunkist oranges will sponsor Hed- 
da Hopper, 
a thrice-weekly quarter hour pro- | 
gram over the Columbia network. 
Program made up of film gossip and | 
dramatization of picture stars’ ca- 
Teers is produced by Jimmy Fonda of 
Lord & Thomas. 


Series tees up late in October and | 
airs from KNX at 3:15 p.m. on Mon- | 
day, Wednesday ond Friday. 


Gites iman n Huddle 


Seattle, Aug. 29. 

Don E. Gilman, v.p. in charge of 
Western division of NBC, slipped 
into town and held a closed round- 
table with member stations and ad- 
vertising agencies. H. M. Feltis, 
commercial manager KOMO-KJR, 
was chairman of the session. 

Gilman planed north to Vancouver 


Hollywood columnist, in | 


new 


‘OHIO OIL TAKES TUNE 
QUIZ ON NBC VIA WLW 


Cincinnati, Aug 
Co. will sponsor 
quiz program, 
which 
9:30 to 


29. 
Ohio Oil WLW’s 
tune 
Mel odies,’ 
Friday 
Sept. 
work. 
Stanza will feature Sylvia Rhodes 
and Steve Merill on vocals, 
self Cherniavsky’s orchestra. 
| Leonard will be the m.c. 
An audience show, quiz contest- 


Starts a series 


10:30 p.m. airings 


Jimmy 


; ants will engage in a mythical city- 


to-city auto race while seated in 


miniature cars. 
} 


| 


after the session and returned here | 


for a day en route home. Under- 
stood that Gilman gave the ad boys 
a Blue plug. 


WLW Hunts Grid Gabber 


Cincinnati, Aug. 29. 

Cecil Carmichael, publicity and 
special events director of the Crosley 
stations, has been in Chicago since 
Thursday (24) to audition and sign 
one of last season’s all-American col- 
lege football players to broadcast 
color of gridiron games to be aired 
this fall by WLW. 

Crosley’s 50,000-watter will orig- 
inate its own pigskin tilts, the series 
to include outstanding midwest and 
southern games, with Dick Bray as 
chief miker. 











Young, Huston Join 
MG-less ‘Good News’ 





| 


‘Marathon | 
of | 


1, feeding to the NBC Blue net- | 
| quickly, 
and Jo-} 





Crisis Skill 


lh Continued from page 25 





= 
; ing 
family group not only seems to get 
the 


statesmen, 


the flashier job, Columbia's 


closer to human element, 
they sound as though they are pri- 
marily anxious to get to essentials 
avoid repetition and make 
the interpretation of past and 
mediate events as simple and in- 
cisive as possible for the ordinary 


listener, 
CBS is taking the added precau- 
tion of getting in telephonic com- 


just before one of 


by way of bulletins 


and home comment. CBS is also 


seeking to maintain a continuity of 
effort by putting on from each of 
these points, at home and abroad, 
| the same staff personality, or his 
assistant, 
NBC’s Edge 
As the result of its own policy, 


iiianiediailh Aug. 29. 
Roland Young draws the spot va- 
cated by Frank Morgan on the 
‘Good News’ program. Walter Hus- 
ton is set for the m.c.ing. Connie 
Boswell, Fanny Brice, Hanley Staf- | 


ford and Meredith Wills 
tra are holdovers from last season. 


on’s orches- 


Maxwell House goes it alone this | 


stanza without the 
Metro. Don Cope produces for Ben- 
ton & Bowles. 





Bentley Vice Johnson 
Lincoln, Aug. 29. 

John Bentley, Journal sports edi- 
tor, was subbed into the KOIL, 
Omaha, show of daily sports, for- 
merly featuring Harry Johnson, the 
KFAB-KOIL-KFOR sports gabber, 
who is ill. 

Johnson won't be back until well 
into the football season. 





Ralph E. Keller, Jr., is now radio 
production manager of Zimmer- 
Keller, Inc., Detroit agency. His | 
spot was formerly filled by LeRoy | 


| Pelletier. 


studio aid of | 


| 








NBC this time appears to have the/| mained that way 
|immediate eds fe on 
| ality impression. 


listener person- 
It is perhaps in no 
to the limited role 
that CBS’ No. 1 news analyst and 
commentator, Kaltenborn, has. to 
play because of his confinement to 
one spot—London—while the going 
is hottest. He’s due back in U. S. 
Friday (1). Of NBC's stable, those 
most frequently commended in lis- 
tener conversation have been Wil- 


small way due 


|liam Hillman, INS, London: Wallace 


R. Deuel, Chicago Daily News, Ber- 
lin; Earl Godwin, Washington staff 
commentator; Pierre Van Paassan, 
Paris; John Gunther, whose resume 
of the entire situation is one of the 
most scholarly and enlightening of 
all efforts; and Dorothy Thompson, 
whose militant attitude vs. Hitler has 
made her the top mail-puller of them 
all for NBC. 

Shirer, CBS’ staff chief in Berlin, 
sounds frequently as though 


but | 


| 


Whereas NBC is do-| 


is laboring under strain and re-| time ago, following pressure from 
straint. Louis Lochner, AP bureau! the Canadian Newspaper Publishers 
head in the same capital, at least| Assn. to force private stations to use 
gives a freer impression. While! a news service to be supplied by 
|less facile in speech than his col- | C. P. under supervision of CBC, 
leagues, Murrow in London always} Which would have meant throwing 
gets close to the dramatic and human | American news services overboard 
element and furnishes an account| to take the same ‘deferred’ servite in 
'which is clear and to the point. | use by the Corporation. 

Grandin’s reporting from Paris is| Indications are that aside from 
\likewise terse and telling. Elmer| mews control by CBC, private sta- 


imM- | 


. > . ? e 9. | $i . Cri sruric > ar itted 
Davis fills in capably as Columbia’s| tions would otherwise be permitte 


home-office news analysist and a/to carry on as usual in event of 
|sort of m.c. in the four or five-way | War. — : 

hookups. It is interesting to observe CBC Stops U. S. Flashes 

that in practically every instance the Reports emanating from Ottawa 


|which had been conspicuously over- 
munication with its coverage family | looked during the Sudetenland crisis. 
those four-way | 
| hookups to inform them as to what | 
had already been heard on its Amer-} 
| ican hookup 


he | 


are to the effect that CBC last week 
took steps to kill all news flashes 
coming into Canada from the United 
States during exchange programs. 
Understanding is that CBC officials 
asked all American broadcasting 


rake note 
an angle 


broadcasters from abroad n 
of the time over there, 


Trouble’s Tee-Off 


Bombardment of air dispatches | companies to delete as many of the 
from the troubled continent began | American news flashes as possible. 
Tuesday (22), and speedily reached | This move k @t news from the U. S. 
its initial climax Thursday (24) with| Off the Government network only 
the reports of Premier Chamber- | Private stations continued accepting 
lain’s speech to Parliament, the peace | flashes. ; 
plea of Pope Pius XII and the mes- | The government stations carried 
| sages of President Roosevelt to King | nothing from American news c m- 
Emanuel, Chancellor Hitler and the | mentators last week, preferring to 
Polish president. NBC went on a 24-| use English sources and copy sup- 
‘hour arr angement Thursday, and re- | plied by British Broadcasting Corp 

through Monday,| Understanding is that CBC may 
while CBS stayed open all night Fri-| ask the private radio stations here 


day and Sunday and didn’t shut 
down its wires Saturday and Mon- 
day until 3 a.m. For NBC the stretch 
was a record. 

Mutual distinguishes itself not only 
with the steady interpolations of 
comment by Raymond Gram Swing 
from New York and the broadcasts 
of John Steele, its London chief, but 
with its recordings of news pro- 
grams, consistently of the inspired 
persuasion, sent out by various Eu- 
ropean powers. In these there is 
also conspicuously lacking that hu- 
man interest which marked the mov- 
ing appeals from the beleaguered 
Czechs last year. Many of Swing’s 
broadcasts are described in the trade 
as masterpieces of trenchant, satiric | 
comment, but it is generally agreed 
that his style and manner have shot | 
somewhat over the heads of the 
masses in this country. 


affiliated with American networks 
to discontinue taking American news 
flashes. It’s problematical, however. 
whether elimination of American 
newscasts on private Canadian sta- 
tions will have desired effect, since 
majority of Canadian receiving sets 
in use are powerful enough to bring 
in American stations with a turn of 
the dial. 

Reported here that on his return 
from England, L. W. Brockington. 
chairman of the board of the CBC, 
categorically denied that BBC would 
determine radio policy in Canada 1n 
the event of an outbreak of hostili- 
ties. 

Brockington stated he had visited 
BBC headquarters to study television 
developments, and added that he had 
learned of some of the proposed 
plans to be adopted by BBC in case 
of war. 
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WEBS IN SOFT SALES SPOT 


NAB-Dise Matter Hangs Fire; N. Y. WBC, CBS | CAS REACH 


or 




















if 


Chase & Sanborn All-Time Radio 
Tops, Special CA B. Study Shows 














Washington, Aug. 29. 

More talks between the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters and the rec- 
ord-makers are in prospect, but mo- 
mentarily the official attitude at 
trade association headquarters is to 

wait for further developments. Sort 
of like the White House view of the 
European scene. 

Last week’s New York tete-a-tete 
between the two parties—protected 
by a_ secrecy promise—produced 
nothing like an understanding be- 
yond the idea that further conver- 
sations should occur. Neither side 
has set any time, and the broad- 
casters are more or less shadow-box- 
ing until after the September con- 
vention in Chicago over the whole 
copyright problem. After the spe- 
cial session, some overture is likely. 

The NAB does not appear alarmed, 
although station bosses may be jit- 
tery. Failure of Decca and Colum- 
bia to make any move is considered 
an encouraging sign. As long as 





| Confab Winds Up in Mex Standoff 





RCA walks alone, the trade group 
here seems to feel that 


the other platter-makers come for- 
ward with some concrete proposition, 
it will be time enough to begin 


users of | 
canned music can sleep easily. When | 








Stage Fright 


Both Companies Now in 
Position to Step Up Hook- 
ups —- Commercials Seek- 
ing Choice Time—NBC- 
Red’s Minimum 50 Stations 
Reflects Sellers’ Market 





Eighteen CBS announcers, ac- 
customed to talking to millions 
on the air, got jittery before 
2,500 people in Madison Square 
Garden, New York, Sunday 
27) night and were sunk in a 
softball game by a team from 
the cast of ‘Hellzapoppin.’ It 
was for charity. 





RATE TILT SURPRISE 











Score: 13-10. 
Network advertising has ceased 
to be a buyers’ market. NBC and Co- 
lumbia have never before been so 


GOBBLING UP solidly ensconced in the rider’s seat 
|in so far as their relations with the 
ladvertising world are concerned, 
|agency men admit. In the matter of 


choice time the saturation points on 
the NBC-red and CBS have been 
reached and, with these links hold- 
ing two or three orders for every 

With the announcement last week: such spot, the two networks are now 
of a new NBC policy permitting the | easily in a position to keep stepping 
sale of chain break announcements | On the minimum required number of 





Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 


SATURATION POINT 





Radio’s Influence 





Church organist phoned NBC’s 
library division last week to in- 
quire about the title and pub- 
lisher of the theme song used by 
the Gospel Singer (Edward Mac- 
Hugh). 

After he had received the info 
about the themer, ‘An Evening 
Prayer,’ the organist explained it 
was for a funeral and that the 
deceased had left a request that 
the Gospel Singer’s theme song 
be played during his obsequies. 











by its managed and operated sta- | stations for a commercial hookup. On 
tions, six firms have already signed | the red at night it’s now 50 stations. | 
up for the spots on KYW. 





cials of Crown Cola are still hud- 
Switch of market control began | dling on the question of dropping 


RIPLEY'S SHOW 
STILL NOT SURE 


Executive of B.B.D.& O. and offi- 





Long-winded radio argument as to 
which program holds the all-time 
high rating dished out by the Co- 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting 
is finally settled by a special study 
which the C.A.B. has made for the 
Variety Rapio Directory (which 
goes on sale today for the first time). 
Answer is that the Chase & San- 
born (Bergen-Lamour-Ameche) stan- 
za cops the honors, and by a good 
healthy margin. During the 1938-39 
winter season, this hour garnered an 
average rating of 42%, at one time 
(January) running as high as 46.8%. 
This solidly nails down the laurels 
for the past 10 years so far as sea- 
sonal averages are concerned. Sea- 
sonal averages are the only sensible 
way of reading the ratings. One- 
shot stuff means very little. 

Until the Variety Rapio Duirec- 
TORY and the C.A.B. huddled on the 
special study, comparisons of this 
sort were impossible, inasmuch as 
the C.A.B. had, in years past, used 
a different base for its calculations. 
Now they’re all on one footing, and 
Chase & Sanborn emerges as vic- 
tor. The coffee sponsor also cops 
second honors, by having a rating of 


40% for the sa h duri h 
Among them are Hardwick &/to lean in the networks’ favor last | Bob Ripley Sept. 22, or extending 1937-38 fo So lates yg Pe stg oe 
fussing. That's the local attitude, | |Magee (rue), Grabosky _ Bros. year, This season it’s a sellers’ mar-|the program (CBS) for another 13 : = 


which is shared by most attorneys. 

Until the vacation period is over, 
there’s small chance anything will | 
happen. Neville Miller, the NAB 
prez, mirrored his unconcern by 
scooting off to the mountains on the 


(cigars), Gaby, Inc., through Feigen- 
| baum agency: Breyer Ice Cream Co., 
through McKee & Albright agency;| are puzzled by the motive of NBC} 
Freihofer Baking Co., through Foley | and Columbia to raise their rates | 
agency, and F. G. Vogt & Sons 
(meats) through Clements apeney. 


ket without any qualifications. 
cause of this situation, agency men 





Be- | 


‘at this time, unless it is merely to | 


weeks. Account had been consider- 
ing quitting the network on the for- 
| mer date and returning in January. 





If the series folds in September, 
Ripley will have had’ 26 weeks on | 





during the 1935-36 winter season (at 
which time he, too, was on Chase & 
Sanborn's perros) and Amos ‘n’ 


third place with valine of 37%. 
C.A.B.’s 120 Pages of Text 


b ony |get more money for their service the beverage company’s payroll. | Total section worked up by the 

heels of the New York parley. Isn t | i while the getting is good. | ene ik a cee . we 

whi ge ge — poo pt | In 1936, when NBC and Columbia 120 pages of text, and is studded 
Jhich means the status quo is sur W Qui Sh ltiieed their rates. they seted from H Ad B d 0 . > _ text, : 

to continue until next week. axing ulZ OW c oma y eavy i get n | with 40 charts in four colors. Aside 


Confusion Continues 


|}motives in which the extra revenue 


From Theatre Date 


from lists of ratings, the C.A.B. fur- 


State of confusion exists, though, | peteven a ee See eee *) Kid Ciub Idea Nixes | ae mae Se & Se Vern 
as re as inquirers ere concerned. prenerstagy arn by — sec re | its 10 years of programing analysis, 
ag . 7 "| marily interested in increasing their ° based on 2,250,000 calls. Additional 
| The NAB has taken no formal or | F S d Ai iinwk Bute 2 erie a eo A -N F d sf avg 7 ‘ 
fficial stand. fr the angle of ad- | or pare iring client lists and ning up accounts ir ewspaper QUG topics lengthily treated include: 
aie coe — a ees Riel on long-term stands. If advertisers | network programing history; special 
isi dues-payers. yerators Ww : MO = ; ecshsnbies | y; 
are lanedien shoot making some | Omaha, Aug. 29. | Came In before a certain date they | San Di Aug. 29 events ratings and trends; compari- 
< ‘ ‘ § so | < oY. Pe entonta mntince S:z 2 oF ¢ a 

decision are getting no satisfaction.| ‘Quiz Lab,’ broadcast by KOWH would be protected against the new | PR SEEM) CUE, Ih sons of programs by types; program 








t t} te, | eV been appointed publicity and pro- s 
i Gran hos oadeasts because of picture | (if a musical), author, producer, etc. event. 1 @ y a F 
Sees hens oa os aga pic pil toms : She will cl or on | Time will include Bob Sylvester. of It is believed that the cancelled motion manager of WSGN, Birming- i 
ordered to drop a protest Cc rdecaoden ‘ 7 ; oi " "atic: 4 tlot ¥ : - ter a | News-Age-Herald station, ef- ; 
. ‘ndicati aily New i - itlets will be re-ordered after a yam Age-Hera station, ' 
against issuane. . he third program and indications the N. Y. Daily News, doing ‘re- ot ; f 
e of a federal license the third prog ees aS i i a a tee = a 
to a new Hastings, Neb., station. now are that she won't be free to| views of legit critic's opening re- while and that George Washington fective immed editor f The Tr: ' 
He claimed there wa we pecial do the next two. Her salary per views.’ Hal Moore will announce ATC prez, will even revive his Cann ts was edito Pe watt rans- t 
< ( ~ ‘ I ICAL Lwd, : a ~~ - third y jtemnele echnar mitter Ol gar for N a 
reason for the change of policy. broadcast is $750. j}and m.c. plan for a third networks show, mitier, house organ fo 2 


The trade body cannot give any 


“ates reeks hic strateg 
from stage of Orpheum theatre, looks rates for 52 weeks. This strategy 


Newspaper-radio feud has been 


preferences by income classes; pro- 


; | prov ig fective. pees S re g atings: 
pointed suggestions at this stage, al-| good for weekly repeats following proved highly os " suspended here long enough to pro- | 8ram length vs. program ratings; 
ia tia : sit ot IG, ~-haceon gear Friday (25). Plan is for The present raises, agency men - bias rural program popularity; sets in 

though the lawyers are unanimous | first attempt Friday (20). Plan 1: | point out. are totally devoid of such |™ote an American Kids Club—and || — elie on Gee oF tan 
it would be foolish to sign up with! half-hour show every Friday night, ade . 3 ee “ use; and ratings ys. life of programs, 


RCA until things have crystallized. 
The anti-trust laws—particularly the 
clauses imposing heavy penalties for 


Another angle has prevented the 


lists of station news pericds. The 
audience coverage. | JJ \ T0 HYPO LUX “se : re oe ti , . 
: : . are « , come-on for moppets up to 14. Club program titles list hs ee : 

NAB from making up its mind.| Harding Creamery sponsors show, | eWe st gs attached. kids pledg E 9K st has been boosted 

’ . . : : ired followin has no strings attached, kids pledg- | up to 25,000, and sports are this year 
That’s the Fred Waring (WDAS)| which is waxed and aire ollowing | eee, ae + ppeilcctiad Ps . t , tis 
suit Under tt ouliods VI ich is tl c day afternoon, since station is | : , : ing wnemseives to spirit OL rue; noted not only by Stations and j 

: nder the ruling, which is the | Sunday ¢ , § : gl oly Wickliffe Crider, head radio p.a.; Americanism and_ sportsmanship. | sponsor, but also with names of an- 
basis for the RCA proposal, all rights | daytime-only. Deal is getting plenty : 


appear to have been handed over to 


theatre’s opening day for new bill. | timing, or cause They come when 
Ronnie Ashburn KOWH ss an- the red and CBS have practically lit- 
i AS . : 2 ae 
nouncer, acts as ‘Mr. Test Pilot,’ with tle more to sell, 





for J. Walter Thompson, left Satur- 


of publicity, since station is owned | 


of American Cleaners, 


the pipe of peace is heavy ad budget 
Inc. 


Firm made deal with The Sun 


| (Scripps-Howard) and KFSD (NBC 


admish to coast league ballgames as 


Chief of Police is honorary member. 


The Directory this year 
1,352 pages. 
names, 


comes to 
Book lists over 17,000 
including 5,625 full-length 


% conspiring to restrain trade—pre-| Bennie Fenner, continuity man, 4s | | Blue) for joint sponsorship of pa- talent ve Paget changes 
vent the NAB from spreading such; m.c. Staff announcers are spotted on | URING eT ey we ania t ith free ae Vn oe ata ae radio stations, 
an idea main floor, mezz and balcony fo! 4 ‘ triotic Juve organization, with free | the info this time even including 


nouncers who spieled them. 


|day (26) for a two weeks’ tour of| Stories and art in paper and spe-| Legal end of the documentation 

pred that yo gael beard a: a ee  taisierioaga major cities contacting radio eds on| cial airshows hail events in which | was again handled by Louis G. 

transferred this w a the subject of the returning Lux| clubbers _ participate. __ Overboard Caldwell, who discusses the FCC in- 

The result of all the litigation is ANEW COMMERC’ LS SET Radio Theatre. It’s a trip that the! angle on publicity with no holds tricate maneuvers in 80 pages of 
to put the NAB on a sizsline grid- hes in charges takes every year at | barred, has put midget races also in | text. 


dle. It is helping the Justice De- 
partment prepare a case against the 
tune-smiths 
such things as 


It denies that there are 
‘rendition rights.’ It | 


| 


| 


contests the ruling that record-mak- | 


ers can impose conditions on use of 
platters bought in the ordinary chan- 


Salt Se | City, Aug. 29. 


this time and which now amounts to 
a Thompson tradition. 
Series resumes on CBS ‘Sept. 11. 


FOR CBS COAST NET 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Columbia’s Pacific network has 
four new programs slotted for early 





a yet unt | 
7 ’ ‘ , » F 
Braven Dyer’s ‘Sports Huddle’ for | 

Marvels ciggies goes to a state-wide | 


B’way Shows 








| rushing to give the kids something 


Am. Tobacco’s ‘Economy Drive Cuts 


a giving mood and everybody is 


| 


| and climb | on the bandwagon. 


CRS, and the Kay Kyser 
NBC, feeling the axe most. 


show, on 
Orders | 





KNELL MOVES TO N.Y. 


CBS Shifts Hub Announcer 
Scored on Sub Rescues 





Who 





’ rwre 73% ggies is mMOv- j 
nels of trade. Nevertheless is sid- fall. seamy Sees gage 4 Jack Knell, announcer who gained 
rade. Nevertheless, it is sic ns over from Don Lee ckain to ! 
ing with lie ree I attention for his handling of the de- 
I each, playing one against ‘k up Bob Garred, Frisco news- * 
the other while hoping that both |?’ - Sy sieges @ scription of the saving of survivors 
while hoping that both | .octer. On another of his news ses- C rl e a ser ll 9 f the sunken submz > Squal 
Congress and the Federal courts will |‘ < he will be bankrolled by Men- 9 —. SS See See aguas 
favor radio. sions, cod > A é , : several months ago while at WEEI, 
Gens am se Boston, has been transferred 
Seen | ‘Editor’s Daughter,’ longtime east- + = — CRS’ staff al Pee York — ” 
2rn_ serial, gets its first Coast airing , Pip nag bee 
| Rocky Nit. Conference os ot 4 - v0 ‘Globe Mills bankroll- SALUTING LEGIT American Tobacco Co. has gone He starts immediately. 
Sept. z WALES De mn ¢ satrenchme! ‘ampaign. with | Sicicneameam = 
A i Ru 0 R di se —. pes 4 ‘ im - t PI nn “" ake Bice stk Sandia se 
" fa! n hes ut a 10 itled scripter Sept. 9. New WNEW, N. Y., peenrem 0 ug tl al y Strik it araqde, 


Brown With Penner 





Tae J Jew Y art -' for cancellation immediately of 30- 
There'll be no eth gs of foot- spread Sept. 26 after functioning WNEW, New York, starts a pro- fo “— ion 3 oe © | 
erizing of foot- | sp ” ; Seale ‘ odd stations each on these two hook- Hollywood. Aug. 29 
all games in Rocky Mountain Con- locally on KNX. gram about Sept. 13 designed to sa- : 3 : ywood, Aug, 29. 
ference thi pe ’ sous t and new Broad. UPS have been placed with the net-| Russ Brown, New York legit comie, 
pede is fall, officials ruled | os ove various current and new a " |works. The Hit Parade had 76 sea- | trades quips with Joe Penner on the 
For meeting. initia Utah Bobby Delan Set As | way legitimate shows when they hit tions and the Kyser stanza, 85 out-| new Ward baking series. Kenny 
and Colorado ecgtennsr pag pecnante | |100 performances. Will begin with — — ee er po Ryste a Stevens gets the vocal spot. Dick 
; : ? ’ (bdnnts it ® sates SV) Y +\from the Ben Bernie-Half-’n va ' : il} 
college bigwigs of added revenue | 0 Keefe Show sg Maestro Streets of Paris,’ which will be that list (CBS). Ryan and Gay Seebrook will be 


derived from commercials, but the | 





. + iw > 
rah-rah supervisors have consist- | ber, then go back to pick up older | the air Oct. 8. | Program tees off Oct. 5. ; 
ently nixed idea. | Bobby Dolan has been set for the shows as they hit performance rec- | Move is regarded in rer trade as _ 

nnater, & J. ’Kecfe |ords. Thus ‘Hellzapoppin’ will air, one of those things that happen in t 
maestro spot on the Walter O’Kecfe ApOPy hings that | 
KMMJ’S ABOUT-FACE | chow for Lifebuoy, which starts on second when it hits 500. ‘Tobacco the ATC organization just before the CANNON GOES SOUTH 
aa ibe } ’ De at 2.500 showings | board of directors holds its dividend Birmingham, Aug. 29. 
Linco!n, Aug. 29. CBS Sept. 19. That completes the Road’ goes on at 2,000 showings. r direc k 


Don Searle, president of the firm 
controlling radio station KMMJ, at 


old around the middle of Septem- 


Aired at 12 midnight to 12:30, pro- 
gram will 


cast. 


Mary Martin won’t be in the first ase casts of shows, music 


| declaring meeting. 


That show goes back on 


It helps provide 


a nice operating statement for the 


back as regulars. 





Carl Cannon, for the past five 


years with NBC in New York, has 





teres” 
































28 VARIETY RADIO REVIEWS Wednesday, August 30, 1939 
= a a = = — A — - — LT a - et = 
ALLA NAZIMOVA ‘HILDA HOPE, M. D- RICHARD CROOKS LUM and ABNER 
In Arch Oboler Play With Selena Royle With Jay Whidden's Band, Karoly. Comedy 
‘This Lonely Heart’ Dramatic Series Follow-Up Comment Szenassy, Arundel Nixon {15 Mins. 

Sustaining 30 Mins. 60 Mins. POSTUM 
60 Mins.; 7:30 P.M., EDST (Aug. 26) Sustaining SHELL OIL ‘ Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:15 p. m. 
NBC-WEAF, New York Saturday, 11:30 a. m. : | Sunday, July 23, 9 p.m. | WABC-CBS, N. Y. ; 

Alla Nazimova’s second chore for WEAF-NBC, New York Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, inter- 3 AW, Melbourne (Young & Rubicam) 

Clater's Plays. on the heels of her This is the sustaining break-in of viewed on WOR by Allen Josephy When Richard Crooks was out Postum’s comedy character duo 

~~ Glick last July 8 in ‘The Ivory the medico dramatic show which of special events department, drama- here two years ago, he did a com- and_ coffee nerves returned to the 
Towel ‘ was an hour-long play, ‘This | Wheatena starts sponsoring Oct. 7.| tized European-American relations mercial airing for a cigaret unit. air Monday (28) night after an eigh‘- 
Lonely Heart.’ It was a personal Opening shot was just one chapter graphically last Thursday (24) night | This time, he switched to petrol to) week respite. Thread of the story of 
- oh for its star, and a sequence |in the life of the femme doctor, by stating: ‘Yesterday noon I was in | take out a sizable check for six|the boys who run the Pine Ridge 
gery d . Pe ag il con ~erned From. Hilda Hope. indicating that every 30- London: this noon I arrived in New | songs. Singer has been highly suc-; general store was skillfully picked 
= | mts thor Ob ier and the ex- minute <tanza will be a distinct story York on the Yankee Clipper; so the cessful on the concert platform for up and, before the initial session 
Petens eummentia ao = Dr. Frank in ‘tself_ Hospital and operating |Old World no longer is so far away, Williamson-Tait theatres. _ jcame to a finish, they were again 
Black's NBC Symphony Orchestra’s| room backgrounded the eternal tri- and any war over there is bound to At the conclusion of the airing, 


|}launched for a long series. 


-xcellent. interpretation of Tschai- angle theme used in this sketch, the deeply affect us here.’ run over a loop of 54 commercials,| Story had the hick pair away on a 
: F : : - } te ; : "ye ” ™ e «fe > © ley ” ; . > eh 
kowskiana, the dominant impression, human elements in the life of the —_— Sgiwne! Coe ee ee eee wane i maa — yp Aen oe 
after it was over, is the development |femme_ physician’ being _ stressed George Jessel was on a bicycle . o's wife 


© > > > | j ad i ys “7 ~tj o” > be . 
of a completely new art—the radio rather than the professional side. Wednesday (23) date. Mentioned that he was now! having left him for ‘deserting’ her so 


as a guester on aaa Prag | 
play. With Selena Royle, Broadway legit) Hobby Lobby (which Mrs. Franklin fee gy Begs 4 the Dp. rk —— —_— a. rcials re a 
The effective highlighting of name. in the title role, the series has| Pp. Roosevelt m.c.d for the third Th hegsies aie b © + hed sescage ry an = ggeer hee — se st 
moods, soliloquies, fade-ins and a distinct advantage which may en- successive week) and his own va- tr IS — % a se gg pene althoug hated merc plug was 
fade-outs, the overtones, the show- able it to rise above ‘daytime serial’ | riety show for Vitalis. On the ea b, “4 Frank Yo -_ “. } ~<di }~ ed ol 0c ge ange ° hat pa 
manly blending of the musical stigma. Scripters Himan Brown) former, Jessel in showmanly fashion ao ead Sh i] radi Sy who han-|sounding woman's voice delineating 
motifs with the highly dramatic (also freelance producer of show) es the Shell radio biz. 


. Cave made|the sleepless nights she spent be- 
é pointed up his hobby of collecting Boe siggy es 2 aged < 
love story, is the ultimate, to date, and Julian Funt presumably are try- a nice m.c. as well, spotting a little 








in this form of microphonic drama- 
turgy. What’s more, there wasn't 
one awkward interruption, aside or 
offstage interpolation to mar _ the 
natural smoothness of action, flow 
of scene and blend of sequence. 


offset 
despite dialog weakness. Miss Royle 


jing to get away from usual boring 
' daylight 
especially successful. 


serialization, but are not 


Opening effort’s dialog and casting 
the try for originality. But, 


| after-dinner 


speeches, and racon- 
teured a couple of nifty toppers. On 
his own half-hour he paced his ses- 
sion with eclat, introducing Ella 
Fitzgerald and Jack Dempsey among 
others. 


|comedy here and there and keeping 
the advertising spiels to a fine time 
‘edge. Show was set along popular 
lines from start to stop. 

Jay Whidden’s band opened the 
show to a nice tempo with a medley 


| cause of ‘coffee nerves.’ 
| 
| 


Herb, 








LITTLE JACK LITTLE Orchestra 
WJZ-NBC (also CBC), New York 
| Grooved several shots a week from 
|the Hotel Edison, New York, where 


idiindadiies ‘gt . tet |he’s dispensing the dansapation in 
Once the announcer’s voice her- turned in an excellent performance. ghort shots: Phil Baker's half hour | Pawed one, vb nen age rat. | that hostelry’s Green Room, Little 
alds a very pat iniroauctory—espe- She has been able to transport her jast week was zingy and quite inate, oe 0 rly; 5 nid bs = ty | ack Little is no stranger to the mike 
cially pertinent in these beclouded jong legit experience to the radio | topical, including an Armstrong- | « $n + vol one with " wom > | or the radio, excepting that, for the 
days—-that ‘I am tired of the cruel- medium in standout fashion. Her} Ambers crack that was up to the ao on ‘al yo ggg ial “a record, his new ‘bolero’ dance style 
ties of war, so let's have a play Of support, however, indicates casting | minute...Arlene Francis is perhaps | Pent Whi id ee “hee us “< warrants further comment. Doing a 
love—a_ strange love,’ etc., the play | difficulty. Male end of the triangle, |the femme with the most s.a. in her , oe S. a rl ‘St a Kild . Palais ‘multiple pickup from the hotei, and 
proceeds its course. Quickly it is for one, was overly dramatic and/yoice on the air. Seemingly, she’s | °c ed ke th . hit th ne ith three | 2/89 on a Canadian Broadcasting 
established that this is the Russia Of seidom measured up to the other|also a looker, judging by one re- | dae oe Ss men a ‘For You Alone? | COEP: hookup as an NBC exchange 
1893, a Russia great either in riches | jeaqs) The wife role was neatly | spondent in her ‘What’s My Name?’ | Sehcaes? mead ith of, - Chi ra? | feature, Little gives out with a very 
or in poverty, and from thence IS handled, surmounting inane lines! m.c.ing. Budd Hulick is an equally | Whidden? ann ene A lt 2 little | Likely brand of sweet-hot  terp 
evolved the strange love of = and silly situations. There's no bill-| facile conferencier, handling the | comedy. after which e.... an Hawai. | Umestering. ae 
dejda von Meck, the great Rus- | ine for any of the performers except femme contestants on WEAF (9 p.m. | ; os rn vy | Retaining his characteristic ‘here 
ay composer’s ‘beloved friend,’ | yy; . ; a Mec — lan number of so-so appeal. Karoly j. tchphras d th himself 
stan compos ‘ |Miss Royle. | EDST Wed.), but Miss Francis’ more | Szenassy. violinist. added Class to} etc eee wn hamse 
who thrives in the secret knowledge | corjies’ will hold this same Satur- olorful address gets tl dge be: SSy, ; ’ SS '0 | featured pianologing and vocalizing, 
’ : J jc ul adaress gets the edge. the presentation. Rick. “ 28 Yo a agg Wa 
that ha | ee — — day 11:30 a. m. spot when it goes | the new ‘oolero’ idea is in line with 
Ilyite schaikowsky as one des- |.) -¢ pete a aagteagees ithe recent trends among bands for 
ined to be truly great, truly im- commereial. ca 5 a Wear. | Jimmy Durante’s eight-minute RHYTHM RIDDLES | definite stylization. Little hit on a 
mortal, and who is solaced, for the , co ;guest shot on the Vallee show With Ted Brown, Jack Mitchell,! good tack with the bolero back- 
major portion of her life, in the FARM MARKET REPORTER | Thursday (24) contained some! Leroy Hanley, Bili Eubanks | ground, every so often ringing in a 
knowledge that he had dedicated With Felix Holt, Carl Gensel diverting comedy. Sticking closely | 30 Mins.; Local suggestion of the Maurice Ravel 
a symphony to her. | News, Markets, Music {to the raucous formula, the script SAN ANTONIO BREWING CO, |‘Bolero,’ although by no means de- 
Only towards the end did her |?5 Mins.---Negional : , ,was none too coherent—-depicting | Sat., 12 midnight |pendent upon that as a theme. The 
‘Lonely Heart’ confess that, de-| FORD DEALERS OF MICHIGAN | Durante variously as a _ comic | KTSA, San Antonio | bolero, for all its Castilian inference, 
spite the wide disparity in their Daily : | wrestler, diver, ete—but Durante (Pitluck) ‘however, does nothing to veer 
years, her love was as earthy as she WXYZ, Detroit ; ; worked the whole thing out well by A new name and another twist in Little’s forthright foxtrotology or 
thought it to be solely spiritual. This 15-minute shot, aimed strictly good timing and emphasis. Vallee’s the ever increasing crop of audience | waltz sets off the orthodox rhythms. 
The mike impressionisms and the | 3t farmers a” Michigan, goes Out music, too, was no small factor in | participation airshows. Broadcast|It's merely an odd background sug- 
highly skillful NBC-Oboler radio | 0vVe! WXYZ and its state web of SIX putting over the laughs. Durante’s | from the stage of the Majestic the-| gestion by the skins man, with 
technique got across every facet of book aga 7 a ore, — material was no better (or worse) | atre, it caters to the midnight show  Little’s own ivory-tickling, at which 
her = ees an she a fog Mee Angee ot elgg ee than a mammoth build-up for a tag | trade as it is followed by a picture! he’s very adept, furthering the idea. 
friends and acquaintances who, at,?> *° é Al i , 


first. dismiss Tschaikowsky as casual, | 


The 
involving 


but later admit his greatness. 
sequence of life’s events, 


Mme. von Meck’s domestic affairs 
with her absent youthful protege 
and lover (for she has helped him 


materially), were excellently 
graphed by Oboler and most effec- 
tively staged by him. 

The support, comprising Raymond 
Edmund Johnson, Martin Gabel, Ed 
Latimer, Michael Sage, Ann Shep- 
herd. Arnold Moss, Gilbert Mack, 
Betty Caine and May Grimes were 
equally expert, and of course the 
Frank Black baton insured ultra in- 
terpretation of the Tschaikowskiana 
passages. 

It is said that the star, Mme. Nazi- 
mova, played a second violin in an 
orchestra once conducted by Tschai- 
kowsky himself, and that from this 
stemmed a desire to one day per- 
sonate the Madejda von Meck role. 
Her contact with the composer at 
the Philharmonic Conservatory in 
Odessa convinced her then that 
she’d never be a great musician, 
from whence she went to Moscow 
to study for the stage under Stanis- 

avsky. 

Amidst a welter of crucial world 

events. perhaps this Oboler play 

Saturday night (26) didn’t enjoy the 

Crossley it might have, under other 

circumstances, but it wasS a rare ex- 

ample of the radio dramatic Rk 
i bel. 


THERE IS A LAW AGAINST IT 
With Clinton Johnston 
Talk, Drama 
30 Mips. 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
WHN, New York 
In this novelty, which is both en- 


lightening and entertaining, WHN 
has something that could be built 


up into an attractive piece of com- 
mercial vroperty. With a sponsor 
paying the bills, its dramatic inter- 
ludes could be improved and 
other rough edges polished off. 

Program deals with oddities, 
osities and quirks in the 
Officiating as narrator and com- 
mentator is a soft-spoken fellow 
billed as Lawyer Q, while Staff An- 
nouncer Clinton Johnston functions 
as the inquiring shill. Lawyer, who 
obviously can’t give his real moniker 
because of strictures imposed by the 
local Appellate Division on members 
of the bar, lays down the premise 


tte 
1ts 


curi- 
law. 


that there’s hardly a human habit | 


or behavior that isn’t verboten by 
the statutes of some state or com- 
munity in the United States, and his 
program goes a long way toward 
proving it. 


For instance, on his initial pro- 
gram he disclosed that Knoxville 
bans the whistling of ‘Yankee 
Doodle’ in public; West Virginia 


bans the ownership of a dog or the 
rolling of a hoop, and few states 
agree on the solution of a simple 
legal problem. His legalistic bits are 
highlighted by the aid of dramatic 
dialog. Odec. 





Bart Mitchell is new station man- 
aver of KTBC, Austin, Texas. He 
replaces Dick Watts. 


siltrocin 
piugging 


| whose 


Ford cars and trucks in 


addition to allied products, such as 
tractors. 
remaining days, Tuesday and Thurs- 
day, 


fertilizers, et. al. On the 


stations 


carry program as sus- 
tainer. 

Sandwiched between market re- 
|}ports and farm news, supplied in 


|nice manner by Felix Holt, are re- 
corded 

| Quartet. 
commercials. Okay for purpose. Pete. 


songs by the Male Novelty 
Carl Gensel supplies the 


MEMORIAL FOR J. D. ROSS 


Narration 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Friday, 5 p. m, 
KOL-MBS, Seattle 

This half-hour ride on the trans- 
continental Mutual, KOL feeding via 
three pickups. featuring scenic and 
engineering marvels of City Light's 
Skagit dam project, was well done. 
Action started with 
dios, followed by pickups from nar- 
rators and engineers along the radio 
iourney 148 miles into the mountains, 
using special wire installed by the 
Seattle municipal power plant and 
KOL engineers 


Pasklis 
a ULI 


events erew designed the 
hookup as memorial to J. D. 
nationally known 
Bonneville Dam 
Coulee Dam were 
tion when he died. 
Seattle as father 
system. 

Scripted by Fair Taylor, a running 
story of the start of construction of 
the huge Skagit undertaking was well 


web 
Ross. 
and Grand 
nearing comple- 
He was known in 
of local city light 


handled by each narrator spotted 
;alongside the interviewer. One of 
the mikes was taken by Tolliver 


Clements down a cable drop of 300 
feet. where he caught opening of 
floodgates. describing heavy rush of 
water. Enough suspense in this con- 


tact to keep dialers tuned in. One 
of the mikes also hung into huge 
cement mixer to catch noise. 


Successor of Ross, Eugene Hoff- 
man, and Glenn Smith, chief engi- 
neer, gave understandable explana- 
tion of huvee project. It was a job 


wel! done for the Mutual web and a 
standout for station and crew 
Smith. 


BONNY KING 

With Midland Minstrels 
1_ Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 5 p.m. 
KMBC, Kansas City 

Arthur-Church, prexy of KMBC, 
has been searching for a girl vocal- 
ist to fill the niche of torch singer 
with the Midland quartet and also 
with the Rhythm Riders, another en- 
semble. In Bonny King the bill is 
evidently filled, as girl made her 
first air appearance last week and 
was immediately signatured to a 
contract. 

Miss King combines a degree of 
sweetness with a deep-toned throat. 
Fer newness to radio is thus far an 
asset, as girl is free from any studied 


| attitude. 


Bonny King label is for profes- 
sional reasons, her real name being 


Virginia Manners. She's due for a 

buildup by the station, which is in 

need of this type of sweet singer. 
Quin 


| else 
| vaude name like Durante, 
|up is naturally of great advantage. 


|The whole Vallee show suggests, per- 


engineer, | 


line that usually was little better 
than a pun, but the comic can handle 
this kind of thing with finesse, as 
again demonstrated by his Vallee 
appearance. The Schnozzle came on 
from Cincinnati, having worked a 


|resort on the Kentucky side of the 
He is slated for the Sept. 21 | 


river. 
broadcast and may cancel another 
club date to appear. 

Furthermore, the Fleischmann 
stanza consistently seems to put its 


guesters into a setting where they | 


can show off to best advantage. It 
comes closer to vaude than anything 
on the ether. With an ex- 
this 


haps, why so many other comics 
have been messed up by their ether 
work after a_ successful vaude 
career—radio overworks them, when 
their actual vaude turns were com- 
paratively brief sessions. 

Show was practically an_ all- 
comedy setup, with Marie Wilson, in 
one of those ‘dumb’ characterizations 
she has become so 
identified with in films; 
Durante and Carmen 
zilian importation 
Shubert musical, 
on Broadway. 

Thursday (31) the leading guesters 
will be Olsen and Johnson. 


Herth Trio, 
LaSalle _ hotel, 
blue (WJZ) 
stacked up a 
session of 


intro from stu- |! 


commoniy 
Lou Holtz, 
Miranda, Bra- 
currert in the 


sets 4 e @} rr 
wireelis UI Falls, 


Milt 
the 
NBC 
(26), 
silient 


remoting from 

Chicago, over 
Saturday night 
remarkably re- 
swing. Music is 


even better than when it first clicked. 
over the NBC networks, but it suf- | 


fers by the absence of the goofy 
rhymed introductions that formerly 
catapulted each number. 
with or without the virtuoso jingles, 
the lively rhythms are among the 
top brands of jive offered by small 
instrumental combos on the air. 


LET’S TAKE IN 
With Ray Mower 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 

1:45 p. m., Mon.-Thurs. 

WOKO, Albany. 

| Program has a new slant for local 
radio—compilation of opinions by 
|New York critics on opening of pic- 


A MOVIE 


tures, presumably to be seen later 
|here. This is a questionable assump- 
tion. Films, especially of the B va- 


riety, are not infrequently screened 
locally before Broadway ogles them. 
And there are simultaneous datings— 


Mower did catch and mention one, | 
‘Wizard of Oz,’ in fourth day of Al- | 


bany run when he 


read N. Y. re- 
views. However, on several salvos 
heard, criticisms were quoted on 
features ‘old’ to this area. Closer 


checking would eliminate this. 


Although carefully prepared feat- | 


ure has been polished since the debut 
and Mower, former music critic re- 


|porter on an Albany daily, can not 
‘only write, but do a pretty fair mike 
| job, it hardly reaches mass populari- 


ty classification. It’s more for highly 


literate screen enthusiasts. 


Excerpts from N. Y. reviews are 


|often too long. Mower never men- 
|tions names of theatres here, but 
N.Y. houses are spotted. Jaco. 


| of production. 


set- | 


However, | 


preview. 

Opening show was handied rather 
roughly by Johnny Fielder, who, as 
m.c., showed the fact he was new to 
radio although he is experienced as 
a local orch pilot. He was replaced 
by Jack Mitchell on the second 
week's show, the staff member of 
KTSA, being familiar with this type 


other tricks of the trade to keep 
audience interested throughout 
presentation, which has a tendency 
to drag. 

Ted Brown does a nice job at the 
organ console, playing bits of tunes 
from which the audience is asked 
the various questions. Correct an- 
swers are given a cash award from 
one to five silver dollars. 

If participants can’t answer the 
question put to them, one dollar is 
dropped into the Jack Pot. which 
was started at $25. Jack Pot is given 
to person answering the master mind 


question. This person is selected 
from a wheel which contains num- | 
bers of which duplicates are held 
by members of the audience. If 
award is not won it is carried over 
to the next week's broadeast and 
another $25 added. Listeners are 


invited to send 
prize of two dollars offered for each 
one used. 

Only one commercial is broadcast 
direct from the stage. Another is 
directed at the listening audience at 
close of program from the studio. 

Cand. 


——_ 


|} CAMERA COLLEGE 


| With Harry Poague and Roch Ulmer 
Practical Photography 

15 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 9:15 p.m. 

KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul 

Cameraman Harry Poague, erst- 

while chief of the Minneapolis Jour- 
nal lens corps for some 16 years and 

| n0Ow On the shutter staff of the news 

| Star-Journal, dispenses real info for 
| the picture-taking neophyte and for 

| the seasoned vet as well. Before this 
program swings into the ether chan- 

nels, it has already been going full 

tilt for 30 minutes in the Gold Room 

of Hotel Radisson, 


Thursday. 

Poague invites listeners to bring in 
their cameras for inspection, Wheth- 
er they’re the 98c variety or run up 
into the hundreds, he shows ’em how 
the contraptions will take the best 
pix. 

A vet photog who’s traipsed over 
| the country on assignment for years, 
| Poague has surprising aplomb before 
| that ole debbil microphone. 
| Ulmer’s deft banter plus Poague’s 
|@asy laughter help keep the stint 

from becoming too technical. 

Poague winds up each program 
with an assignment for next week, 
and prizes are offered for the best 
work, Cream of the pic crop sees 
print in the Star-Journal, as well as 
in special window displays in photo 
supply houses and drug stores. 

It listens like one of those naturals 


| for customer-attention that can’t re- | 


|main a fugitive from a sponsor for 
ivery long. Rash. 


Mitchell handled the | 
|crowd very well, with ad libs and 


the show running smoothly and the | 
the | 


in questions, with a/| 


s where Poague | 
packs ’em in solid every week come | 


Roch | pig coup, murders his boss and plans 


| Suage and sound images; 


Little is a radio vet of almost two 
decades, but maintains a fresh ap- 
proach throughout. Essentially a 
solo performer, his being surrounded 
by a dance band merely rounds out 
a basic penchant for pianologistic 
specialization which Little has 
carried far and wide, in the past, in 


presentation houses, hotels, on the 
disks, ete. 

| New style is but another show- 
manly touch by a seasoned song 
salesman, whether solo or with a 
dance band behind him. The radio 
jbuildup anew for the fresh bolero 


|style will ultimately carry him into 


revitalized channels. Abel. 
‘REVERIE’ 
With Pat Flaherty, Warren Lustre, 


Ted Brown 
15 Mins., Local 
FIRST FEDERAL 
LOAN ASS'N 
Sunday—9:15 p.m. 
WOAIT, San Antonio 


SAVINGS & 


Another of the old standby pro- 
grams of poetry with organ back- 
ground, this one with the theme 


‘Don’t give up; there is always hope 
and a new day tomorrow.’ 

Poems are read smoothly by deep- 
voiced Pat Flaherty. They are not 
too long or boring, and each one 
leaves a message with the listener 

Highlights of the broadcasts are 
the songs of the 15-year-old WOAT 
discovery, Warren Lustre With 
proper training and ‘breaks,’ this 
youngster should go far. Organ mu- 
| sic is handled nicely by Ted Brown, 
| who plays continuously during the 
| broadcast. 
| There is only one commercial dur- 


ing the program and that at the end 


It invites the listeners to open 

account to save for a ‘rainy day.’ 

short, snappy and to the point. 
Cand 


an 
It’s 


WHAT PRICE CRIME? 
With Jack Henry 
Drama 
10 Mins. 
Thursdays, 3:15 p.m. 
BBC, London : 
Seemingly inspired by Metros 
‘Crime Doesn’t Pay’ shorts, series of 
featurettes authored by Pat Heale 
and Jack Henry, former Scotland 
Yard gumshoe expert, gets a weekly 
| airing. Playlets feature Henry him- 
| self, playing as a fictitious ’tec, and 
build-up has him first explaining to 
listeners how crooks underestimate 
the police before going into the act. 
Typical number concerned an em- 
ploye of a Hatton Garden jewel mer- 
chant, who is led by a crook to help 
in a snatch of valuable diamonds. 
Not realizing he is suspected by the 
‘Yard,’ the embryo Raffles plans 4 


| to frame the other crook for the job 
Too late he realizes he has been 
watched at every step. 


| Incident is put over in quick-fire 
| fashion, telling the tale in plain lan- 


there are 
|a minimum of performers, so that 


| concentration (necessary for short 
| dramatic stuff like this) is greatly 
j helped. It’s included as one item 


|in weekly ‘Lucky Dip’ airshows, and 
is a bright spot Its value as anti- 
crime propaganda may be small, bu! 
|} it's good listening. 
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110,000 Seat f ( t srrteerecesenscennesnsvensssonensesvecesennenetes OO oeoorerees 
TELEVISING 4 Ning of CBS Fal’? —-F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


STAGE PLAYS Flollwwood, Au, 29, P##tFFFFEFFEE EEE DEES EET EEFEFEFEFEFFEFEFFEFESOFOFIFFFFFFFIOSOOODE EOE EEO EDS 


| CBS has rented the Coliseum, with MAJOR DECISIONS — go ede ek kee ei eee Whe loaned 
a its seating capacity of 110,000, for the original owner of the station, John Iraci, a substantial 





“ - sum several weeks before lraci’s death in November, 1927 
ithe br vadeast. Sept. 28, of ‘Fall of n, Aug will take over the plant from Mariannina C. Iiraci, ad , — 
Adaptations of four stage successes the City,’ a reprise of the Columbia Alabama: Night juice-jump for W Ar A, Mobi vuthor 1 istratrix of me ont - +r \ — of the former applicant. 
: er M ks p lr; F “wing iaic . Aus when Commish ral > iif proposed findings yiving (‘ase WAS neontester " ina or r was i ued without am 
are to be televized by NBC in the Work h yp arama. Irving Reis, who the tran ritter » boun to Ft kv Present issizaineut oO litminar finding Transmitter operates on 920 ke w . P ~ 
, I luced th a oe 
: originally produces 1e alr plece, | transmitter for t ISSY ribbon with 600) 5 t nights (2) Paddling for John H, Stenger It license f 4 
" - reeks es a : . catagt srmitte 4 oO! ibbo \ ( t ft ‘ 4 4 — re! . en en WRAX 
next few weeks. They include takes time out from his writing | 250 watts da; Wilkes-Barre, was decreed last week when the Commission 
‘Streets of New York’ (tomorrow duties at Paramount to do it again. Florida: Tentative nix on changes in power and frequeney en bane adopted an order directing the Pennsylvanian tae 
: 1 fa) , : o \IGR 4 kso e lecree: ; ek ’ ropose show se why license o e station sul oO . . 
night—Thursday), ‘Treasure Island,’| Orson Welles, Burgess Meredith and rene aye ' - “ ee ms omadlinn bs aa of An pl Ey : ra i ay rf i win veneer A ,- 7 “s a ated ni pb rete 
‘Dp, Ler oe? ‘ ao +s ‘ on. wr a Ss 9 So =e" commending on . 3 pica. ve er Be EU MEERM CE Ps t e nahacgement bin control 
Brother Rat’ and ‘Porgy. VisiO | one other, possibly Tom Mitchell, though service of the station woutd be extended over a of station.’ Stenger’s troubles originated during FCC eh om 
version of ‘Duley’ was aired last) will enact the leading roles. | larger area, the increase in population served would be com- monopoly hearings, when testimony brought out the fact that 
; s=Aay > | , : ° , 7 ar: » small, ‘omnis ound Nighttime interference he had received large sums of money fro Gil >» Cille 
night (Tuesday). twor . an la .| paratively mall, ¢ ninish foun m Glenn DD. Gill e 
P —, ] “te vg ek ill i deste | Network will hire 2,000 € xtt as for would occur, particularly to the beach areas where improved Washington radio engineer, for the purpose of oper itine the 
SEnCIpSss in Streets Wul include | the mob effect. Marks first time that) service was made one of the obiectives of the application, Station Some doubt, Commish felt, as to whether Stenger 
George Coulouris, Norman Lloyd a sustainer will be given such an it was stated Plea also conflicts with the allocation plan ov Gillette actually was the licensee of the transmitier and 
and Marian Shockley. Cast for) elaborate presentation of the Commish regarding the uses of a regional assign- the matter should be looked into with an eye to stati N's 


‘p> ~ ’ rhic 7 j |} ment to give the largest possible coverage future operation 
Brother Rat, which will be tele- | a } Stetion, operated by the Florida Broadcasting Co., re- 

vized Sept. Te will include Juliet | ° “4 quested frequency change from 1370 to 1120 ke, power boost | IONS 
Forbes, Lyle Bettger, Tom Ewell, ¢ ] uptia S from 100 watts nights, to i 


250 watts days, 500 watts nights 
Brammer Binder, Owen Martin and 1 kw days, and use of a directional antenna nights. ; Was! 
c ‘ . 





shington, Aug, 29 





A : —_—- Kentucky-Indiana: Change of frequency and hours of op- Massachusetts: Central) Broadcasting Corp War 
Anna Franklin, James Corner, Eddie Chicago Aug 29 eration for WGRC, New Albany, Ind., temporarily stymied application for new station to be operated on 1500 ké sia 
Phillips, Mary Chaffey, Frederick ; ee asa, gs. - by a proposed finding denying the plea of the Northside 100 watts nights, 250 watis days, dismissed with prejudice 
De Wilder and Frank Camp. William | ge peg tom he ft Ma rr Corp., and similar treatment promised for — at request of applicant (applicant, according to the FCE. 
s : sacle | within past two weeks. ac rees, | Way Broadcasting Co., Louisville, Ky., on its request for a asked to have application withdrawn and did not specify 
Edebling agented all the contracts. | sports announcer, married Mary bee station. Night limitation to the approximate 5 or 5.2 Whether with-or-without prejudice. 
. hte , a | millivolt per meter contours of each transmitter was the Missouri: Hannibal Broadcasting Co., St. Louis, denied as 
| Roche; Ed Humphry, announcer, | principle reason given for the unfavorable preliminary find fn case of default plea for a new transmitter to be operated 
Norman Edwards and Red Lam- married Katherine Roose, and engi- | ing—plus failure to serve the entire metropolitan district of on 1310 ke with 100 watts (set for further hearing in con- 
bertson new to engineering staff of neer Tommy Dunlop married Evelyn Louisville through the suggested changes ae junction with Courier Post Publishing Co.'s application, as 
Salisbur am < replacing | Willi 1S former secretary to tl Northside Broadcasting group requested frequency switch applicant failed to file written appearance), 
WSTP, Salisbury, . C., replacing illiams, former secretary te 1€ | from 1370 to 880 ke, using unlimited time with 250 waits Virginia: W3XIS and WAHM, WLRBG, -Inc.. Richmona. 
Biil Lee, who went to Chicago, and president of WINS. | instead of present daytime assignment with the same powet granted change of corporate name from WLBG, Ince. te 
Glenn Gutherie, who joined the Station advertises itself as first in | Kentucky applicant asked for a new station to be operated Richmond Radio Corp. 
. * : wailhes . ’ . pains is “ on 880 ke with 5°% watts, unlimited Arizona: Yuma Broadcasting Co., Yuma, granted new sgia-« 
— —— Highway Patrol sports and special events in Chicago | “pennsylvania: ) Control of William Penn Broadcasting tion to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights “50 
Taalo ivision, ‘area. | Co., licensee of WPEN, Philadelphia, finally turned over to Watta days 
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ae ‘CBS Ups Closing Hour 
Television To Sign Off Now at 2 A.M. 


Continued from page 1 








| Columbia has adopted a new clos- 
: ; | ing policy for WABC, N. Y. key 
o - > k “oduct, but ! : er rite 

® e plug = Basen prace’ la ie tetas the basic network from Coast to 

1¢ 1S f e onsor nevertheless a § a _ | Coast. From now on the network 

e As for the game itself, the over | will sign off at 2 a.m. It previously 


cast skies probably also marred this | shut up shop at 1 o'clock, 
end for the cameras, but the nd re 











Arrangement may be modified for 
the far western stations with the ead 
| of daylight savings (Sept. 24). 


cast was better in technique and re- 
ception than the Columbia-Princeton 
game attempted last May. It was 
frequently obvious that the camera- 
men were inexperienced in this sort | 
of coverage, just as it was apparent 
that the two cameras in action were | 
either spotted wrong, or else that 
more cameras were needed 

At no time was the entire playing 
field visible. When long shots were 
attempted, third base, shortstop and 
left field were completely out of the 
picture; the lensmen were usually 
too late in panning into a play, some- 
times even covering the wrong base 
or field, and finally, probably sus- 
pecting their shortcomings, they 
practically restricted the cameras to 
home plate, and first base, showing 
little more than the batter, catcher 
and umpire, and the plays at the | COLUMBUS 
initial sack, if any. 


Noy All youneed inCentral Ohio 


Both cameras were evidently | 
—— slightly to the left of home 5000warts DAY 
plate, which was the reason why part | 1000 WATTS NIGHT 


} he as t 1 Ss. t S( . 
<a wee ek ee, eee John Blair & Co. Represestatie 
resulted in Gem Razors, which has 


a billboard in right-center at Ebbets 
field, getting a major plug through po 
| 








| 
| 
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Wn 

















out both games. The sign stood out 
ym the cathode ray tube and,ewhile | 
not in the seript, indicates probably 
added revenues for ‘the sports fields, 
should television become a fixture 
in the broadcasting of all types of 
events. That spot in right center 
field, for instance, should be pre- 
ferred position for advertisers. And | 
they’ll undoubtedly be charged ac- 
cordingly. Calvert (whiskey) also | 
benefitted from the telecast eye, thus 
making the first liquor commercial 





























on a major network Scho. | = 
| ' ee ——— EDWARD PETRY SSS 
At first glance you would think they a THIS PLEASANT — TION? Flamingo Nail Polish set for 47- | --oh B 
vere are many reasons. Among them: day announcements on KPO through N T oH) 
, : . Hooper-Holmes found that WOR ranked Buchanan Agency, Los Angeles. | ON THE NBC RED NETWO 
were all successful radio advertisers. ae | ad ‘eae - —— 
FIRST in total families listening during ee — SS 
——— its recent four New York station study 
Look again. The character on the In fact, 46% more families were found 
listening to WOR than to the next most 
right is the WOR sponsor. So, with popular station. More than 60 success 


stories (the greatest collection of success 
stories ever gathered by one station) prove 
that WOR successfully SELLS everything 
from automobiles to bananas to carrots to 
equipped him with something the cosmetics for cash. During the past few 
months WOR sold so much of one spon- 
sor’s product at $30, that he has jumped 
from 20th to Ist place in his very competi- 
: tive industry. Our address is 1440 Broad- 
i.e., cash, do-re-mi. way, in New York. 


characteristic brio, the master has 


others haven’t got. It is green salad; 
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From the Production Centers 


ou. > >. a a habe bbb bb bbb bb bbb bbb bbb bbb baba hhh b nail 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Soon after Norman Morrell, production supervisor on the show, lefi foi 


his vacation his associates at Lord & Thomas tagged the chief menace in 
‘Mr. District Attorney’ with the same moniker (Morrell)....Tom Harring- 
ton, Young & Rubicam radio director, will personally supervise the pro- 
duction of the Fred Allen show. Other supervising producers for Y & R 
shows this season are Bob Welch, Jack Van Nostrand, Adrian Samish.... 
Hairy Kerr, who used to push out publicity releases for J. Walter Thomp- 
son, is now writing the framework of the Lux Theatre series under George 
Welles’ direction. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Charlie Hamp and Morrell Hams will keep company for another 13 
weeks on KNX. Gagsters can really have some fun with that combo.... 
NEC is after Ralph Spence’s “The Gorilla’ for televising. My fright wig, 
Otto....Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin at Paramount confecting funny situa- 
tions for ‘Buck Benny Rides Again’....Lum and Abner leading the way 
back to work for Coast lay-offers....Hormel Packing touring their young- 
sters, John Conte and Martha Mears....Charlie Vanda cooking up a CBS 
special for Paramount's ‘Geronimo,’ which is to be previewed on the side of 
a mountain in the Indian country....Charles Dant given baton at NBC as 
Waldemar Guterson exodused....Danny Danker had visiting J. Walter 
Thompson execs meet most of the radio mob at a pouring....Another 
social event was at the Fanny Brice Bevhills manor, where Good Newsers 
convivially proclaimed the new season, starting for them Sept. 7. 











CALLAHAN QUITS WWL 


a 


WL 0., FOR BOSTON rosy Detroit Envisions Hefty Fall After 





New Orleans, Aug. 29. 
A. J. Cummings, connected with 


Big Summer; KWK, St. L., Biz Ups 167 





WWL here for the past five years, 
has been appointed acting manager, Detroit, Aug. 29. 
replacing Vincent F. Callahan. Cal- Finishing up a strong summer sea- 
lahan, general manager of WWL for | 8°", local radio boys see a plenty 
the past two years, Thursday (24) | hefty fall provided European situa- 
; no eae tion doesn’t upset applecart. 

announced his resignation as head With upswing most noticeable in 
of the Loyola U. of the South 50,000- | past two months, CKLW is just end- 
wait station. He left the same day | ing a summer season that saw local 
for Boston, where he took sver man- | Sales top 1938 by 68° and 1937, sta- 
agement of the NBC’s WBZ there. tion’s record year, by 30°. Accord- 

Cummings has se~ved as auditor | ing to Jerry DuMahaut, sales man- 
of WWL. Rev. Percy A. Roy, S.J., | ager, outlook for fall is swell, with 
president of Loyola, said a decision | network (Mutual) biz coming much 
on a permanent manager had not as ‘earlier than a year ago. Also notes 
yet been reached. contracts from national reps are 
showing a decided pickup. 











Extend Venuta 


Benay Venuta and the ‘Monday at , St. Louis, Aug. 29. 
8:30’ show on WOR, New York, has eS te, eee ee 
been renewed for another 13 weeks | t is neck of the woods, according to 

th |Bob Sampson, national sales man- 
effective Sept. 11. 
| ager for KWK. 

Frogram emanates from the stage| In a comparison of actual biz now 

of the Brooklyn Paramount theatre. | airing with the billings of April, 


Ditto St. Louis 





| just before the summer slough-off, 
Sampson found a 12% pickup in 
loca. biz, a 7% increase in network 
| billing and enough new signatures 
in the national spot field to bring the 
over-all increase in all departments 
of sales up to 16%. Fall commit- 
ments already set, but not yet en- 
tered on the station log, will bring 
the increase to more than 20%. 





Johnson Quits WSAY 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 29. 

Kenneth Johnson, who came from 
WSAY, Rochester, last fall to as- 
sume the post of sales manager at 
WOKO, is out. Harry Goldman, sales 
manager of sister station, WABY, is 
doubling at present. 
Al Kellert, whom Johnson suc- 
' ceeded, is still on the WOKO staff. 
| He is called ‘special representative,’ 
| handling the Montgomery Ward ac- 
count, among others. 
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that heralds her name, and more 
than once a trip to Hollywood and a 
personal visit to the star has been 
promoted through a contest or some 
other gimmick. That's said to be 
main incentive for being a member 
in good standing. Fertile field for 
mushrooming clubs is in the middle 
west. According to Hollywood stu- 
dio flacks who send out fodder about 
the stars, they know more abot 
what's going on here than the av- 
erage reader of the daily Hollywood 
columns. 

The sucker lists derived from these 
club rolls is the main gimmick. Run- 
ning into the thousands of all degrees 
of gullibles they are valuable to 
those who deal in various and spuri- 
ous promotions. Phonies adopt some 
Hollywood connection and go from 
there with varying degrees of suc- | 
cess. 

Radio stars and band leaders have 
appropriated the fan club formula 
through the suggestion of their press 
agents and the maestros are making 
capital out of it for their records 
through a built-up following. Most 
active of the radioites in having 
clubs launched for them is George 
Fisher, Hollywood's ‘whisperer.’ At 
one time he was mailing, in collab- 
oration with a picture studio, around 
56.000 pamphlets. Now he’s sending 
out lapel buttons to his fellowers 
li may yet spread to caps and 
sweaters. 


Dodge Upped at WFIL, 

Philly, te Program Head 

Philadelphia, August 29. 

Fred Dodge, who joined WFIL 
lwo months ago as production man- 
ager, was upped to program di- 
rector of the station this week. Spot 
has been vacant since the resignation 
of Margaret (Mike) Schaeffer. 

Production job will be filled by 
Alston Stevens, chief announcer 
and news commentator. Dodge came 
here last May from WNBF, Bing- 
hamton. 
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1. In Listener Interest, 
2. Advertising Preference, 
3. In Community Service. 
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making a total of more than 
fainers have performed! A part of the vast 


* 


—— | 


BOONE COUNTY JAMBOREE ENTERTAINERS 


WLW “FRIENDSHIP TOUR”... 





PLAY TO RECORD CROWDS! 


| 

| In the past it was seldom that any act, no matter how popular it may have been on 

| the air, made a personal appearance oftener than once in three weeks. Since January, 
1939, Boone County Jamboree entertainers have averaged 4 engagements a week 

| (and these did not include their regular weekly appearances in Cincinnati’s spacious 

200,000 people before whom these enter- 

and loyal audience of WLW. 


This loyalty is made more tangible by the fact that from July 4 through September 15 
these entertainers have been asked to appear at 38 State and County Fairs—in 8 States 
—and contracts for Fall and Winter appearances are in process of being signed. 

Because of the outstanding job these entertainers have accomplished as ‘‘Ambassa- 
dors of Good Will” for the Nation’s Station—and the friendliness that must ulti- 
mately be reflected in ever-increasing good will toward WLW advertisers—all members 
of the dramatic and announcing staffs are available for personal appearances and 
speaking dates. A sustained and consistent program of action that will continue to 
unite busy towns and rural hamlets in their friendly loyalty to 


The Nation's Station 
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AFRA Convention Outwardly Placid 
Handling Routine Matters, Elections, 
But Fireworks Behind the Scenes 


Chicago, Aug. 29 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, which wound up its second an- 
nual convention here Sunday night 


(27), elected officers, discussed and 
referred qa number of issues to its 
national board, but took no action 
on vital problems. Session lasted 
four days 

Eddie Cantor was re-elected presi- 


dent; Lawrence Tibbett, first vice- 
president; Virginia Payne, Margaret 
Speaks, Mark Smith and Carleton 


KaDell, vice-presidents; Alex Mc- 
Kee, recording secretary, and George 
Heller, treasurer, Convention also 
named 45 members io the national 
board 

In general, the convention was 
run off without a hitch, but several 
delegates from smaller locals ex- 
pressed resentment at what they 
termed machine politics played by 
the New York, Chicago and Coast 
representatives. They indicated that 
before next year’s convention they 
will organize small units to oppose 
the big fellows, 

Expressions were particularly bit- 
ter toward the way elections were 
engineered, and the attitude taken in 


the attempt to set minimum scale for | 
transcription work. Latter came in | 


for hours of haggling, and still re- 
mains in the air, with each local to 


submit a price to headquarters, and | 


headquarters to make a decision 
later 
Representatives of outside locals 


declared the national minimums de- 


manded by N. Y. and Chicago—same 
as Chi and N. Y. network rates— | 


would absolutely stymie that part of 
their income. While locals such as 
| Cincinnati, Denver, Cleveland, St. 


| Louis and Miami do little recording | 


at present, they want that little, and 
fought hard against what they 
termed ‘high-handed methods to get 
everything moved to Chicago and 
NY.’ 

California’s locals, Los Angeles in 
particular, left no doubt as to what 
they thought of Chi and N. Y. mini- 
mums as national transcription rate. 
In Los Angeles actors have taken 
what they could get for transcrip- 
starting off with a dollar, 
vears ago, and working up until now 
the average is somewhere around 
7.50. Admitting something should 
be done, they had their feet solidly 
on the floor against raising the mini- 
mum to N. Y. and Chi levels. There 
was also a feeling that there should 
be a difference in minimums for 
open end transcriptions, but that 
didn’t get anywhere either. 

Hint Collusion 

In elections, some small locals 
held the opinion that Chicago and 
N. Y. worked with too much pre- 
cision, as units, to have individuality 


tions, 
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. » « « « Adds 25 Chapters to 
Its Record of Community Service 


®WKYS 


200-watt mobile transmitter went on tour this 


summer .. . visited twenty-five state cities .. . interviewed 
civic leaders . . . rehearsed local musical talent .. . added 
an historical background and transcribed a 15 minute 


program for each city. 


The result was Oklahoma Parade, a summer series 


of twice-weekly broadcasts 


the Okla- 


characterized by 


homa City Chamber of Commerce as “a fine piece of inter- 
) I 


city goodwill building.” 


WKY considers it an integral 


part of its community service policy. 

It’s this same sense of community service that prompt- 
ed WKY to dedicate, in 1936, the finest studios outside the 
metropolitan network centers . . . to install the most 
modern and complete broadcast facilities in the Southwest. 
Community service has likewise been the inspiration for 
a permanent program structure that has made WKY 
stand out among the nation’s broadcasting stations to 
listeners and sponsors alike. 
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in opinions of delegates 
the election of paid 
members of the board 
of ramming, especially 
opinion ren 


Also that 
executives as 
was a matter 
after the 


lered by the nominating 





committee in the case of Raymond 
Jones, secretary of the Chicago lo- 
eal. The opinion, in part, said: ‘It 
is with regret we do not see our way 
clear to renominate to the national 
board the executive secretary of the 
|Chicago local, Raymond Jones 
after the most serious consideration 
it is the unanimous opinion of your 
nominating committee that paid 
executives of locals should not be 
eligible for election to the na- 
tional board. This we recommend 
;as a national policy.’ 

At one time during the session, 
;some individuals declared Chicago 
| was trying to slip something over 


| when Chicago suggested and solidly 
lined up for the hiring of another 
arbitrator. The matter was quashed, 
j}however, when it was pointed out 
that no more arbitrators were 
needed, or could be used. 

Opening day, the sessions were 
{conducted by sawrenes Tibbett, in 
the absence of Eddie Cantor. After 
| the keynote address, reports were 
received from executive-secretary 
|Emily Holt, and treasurer George 
|Heller. Alan Corelli, speaking for 
| Theatre Authority, expressed a wish 
|that a satisfactory plan of relief 
| Within AFRA ranks could be worked 
| out. That matter was left up to the 
| board. 

Marston Blasts Whitehead 

Mrs. Florence Marston, in giving 
her report on Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America and American 
Federation of Labor aifair, declared 
she wouldn't pull her punches. Her 
indictment of Ralph Whitehead and 
the conduct of AFA aifairs was a 
fiery speech 

Plan for the simplification of Four 
A’s structure to eliminate multiple 
dues was turned over to the board. 
Also turned over to the board was 
the question of turning AFRA- 
member write! over to Radio 
Writers Guild, as the writers had re- 
quested, and as AFRA had agreed 
when writers joined. Possible scale 
for performers on Chi local com- 
mercials was not discussed 

Since the convention was not em- 
powered to act on real issues, 
but could only make recommenda- 
tions to the board, the was 
generally rated a reasonable suc- 
cess. Whatever excitement there 
was took place behind the scenes, 
where some bitter scraps were re- 
ported to have taken place between 
officials At one point, the New 
| York delegation was understood to 
have split wide open. No casual- 
ties, however 





any 


session 
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AFRA Delegates 


0444446444444446446646444646 


New York 
Teddy Bergman, John Brown 
erett Clark, Ted de Corsia, 
Dumas, Carl Eastman, Betty C 
Alex McKee, Tom Shirley, Lawrence 
| Tibbett, George Heller, Emily Holt, 
Henry Jaffee, Major James Holmes. 
Cincinnati 
Paul Hughes 
Cleveland 
Lou Henry. 


Ev- 





Denver 
Gilbert Weber 
Los Angeles 
I. B. Kornblum, Carlton Kadell, 
Georgia Fifield, William Brandt. 
Chicago 
Raymond Jones, Virginia Payne, 


Sam Thompson, Charles Calvert, 
Gene Byron, Philip Lord, Rene 
Gekiere, Win Stracke, Fran Allison 
Donna Reade, Dan Sutter, Mora 
Martin Paul Nettinga Franklyn 
MacCormack, Norman Barry, Frances 
Carlon, Sunda Love, Ken Christy, 
Lewis Wareman, Burton Dole, Anne 
Semour, Dick Wells, June Meredith 
Alternates: Herb Butterfield, Bob 
Bailey, Fred Howard, Jack Odell, 
Cliff Peterson, Lesley Wood, Ralph 
Schoolmam Roy Franklyn, Olga 
Rosenova, Willard Hemsworth, 


Jeanne Juvelier, Charles Lyon 
San Francisco 
Vie Connors, John B. Hughes, Ted 
Maxwell, Josephine Martin 
St. Louis 
Nellie Booth, Wayne 
rice Cliffer, 


Short, Mau- 
Detroit 
“Gw en Delaney 
Racine 
Kenneth Hegard 
Orrin W. Towner, technical 
jrector of WHAS, Louisville, 
'in an airplane crack up 
‘ing a frequency 





di- 
figured 
while mak- 
check for WHAS. 
An army ambulance dashed to the 
scene, but no one was injured. 
With him were Bill Blanton, WHAS 
radio oper yilot Frank H 
Dreher 








ator, and 

















tions, AFRA is willing to relinquish SAVOY PLAZA HOTEI 
the Los Angeles scripters, profess- sais N York 

. - ~ 3 ¥ 

ing to have no intention of seeking ow ” 
representation over writers in the Radio-T ‘ntion 
four major radio production cen- SHOE VENSET EP 
ters (New York, Chicago, San Fran- | Decca Records 

cisco and Los Angeles), But it ap 

parently intends ; to retain the Per. Mor.—ANNA SOSENKO 

c ‘ » V wa F aa ui 

- Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 

writers in St. Louis and take in oth- a 
}ers in various other cities through- | oo_ aeeooes 








AFRA-RWG Differences on Writers 


| KMOX covering writers as well as 


a | 
He lena matter without an outright 
rarde, but believes it is better able to rep- 
| resent wi! 





Coming Up for Settlement in N. Y.; 
4 A’s Jittery Over Possible Fight 


Wi 


week 


th the arrival in New York 
k of I. B. Kornblum, Coast rep 
of Equity and the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, efforts 
made to settle the latter 


this | Coast, and is in close touch with 2 
| situation there. 

| It is pointed out that if AFRA in. 
~~ | tends to represent writers formal. 
will De ly, it will have to apply to the AFL 


union's dif- | for permission to extend its jurisd 


ferences with the Radio Writers; tion thus. No such move has been 
Guild. Tiff, which has been smoul-| made and, it’s understood, none jg 
dering for many months, has threat-' contemplated. Question of write; 
ened to involve both parent or- representation was brought up af 
ganizations, the Associated Actors’ last week’s AFRA convention, but 
& Artistes of America (AFRA), and) was submitted to the national board 
the Authors League of America’ without recommendation. 
(RWG) in a general actor-writer,; According to Kornblum, there iy 
war. no occasion for a quarrel between 
Kornblum arrived in N. ¥. Mon-| AFRA and RWG. Four A's officials 
day (28) from Chicago, where he are likewise jittery over precipitat- 
attended AFRA’s annual convendion.| ing an open row between the Four 
His prime purpose in making the A’s and the League. But the Four “hy 
trip was to sign a contract for the! is known to be soldily behind AFR. 


Coast local of AFRA with CBS offi- 


in the matter. Also, once the stage- 
cials, covering station KNX, Los An- 


hand tussle is out of the way, AFRA 


geles. It is this KNX contract that | and the Four A’s are known to view 
is one of the issues in the AFRA-|! a possible conflict with the RWG or 
RWG dispute. the Authors League as a trifling af- 
Pact covers not only actors, fair, 

singers, announcers and sound ef- That such a war will actually oc- 
fects men, but also includes writers.' cur is figured unlikely. But if it 
According to a preliminary agree-/| does take place it will hardly be a 
ment between the two groups, AFRA | minor skirmish. 


agreed to turn over the writers to'! 
RWG after the contract had been 7 


signed. Guild appears to feel, how-. HILDEGARDE 


ever, that the actors’ union is now 
Playing to 


stalling on that agreement. 
Capacity Business Nightly 














Situation along somewhat 
lines exists in St. Louis, 
AFRA negotiated a contract 


similar 
where 
with 


performers. From 


present indica- 




















out the country 
No Jurisdiction Over Writers 





According to RWG nembers, 
AFRA’s charter from the Four A’s, 
and indeed the Four A's charter 
from the AFL, include no jurisdic- 
tion over writers, but limits the THOMPSON 
union’s representatiton to perform- | 
ers Only. Regardless of the needs : 
of the writers, or the merits of 7 and her Rhythm Singers 


dividual cases, 


RWG members argue for ETHYL 


that AF RA’s efforts to ta ce in with ANDRE KOSTELANETZ 
writers are the same sort of juris- | and TONY MARTIN 
tional invasion tactics of which the | ff agg Fvery Mondays, 8-8:30 P.M., EDS 
Four A’s is. currenily accusing 

George E. Browne and the stage- Management 

hands’ union ‘ WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


The Guild is anx 


to settle the 


battle, | Sa! 


OUS 

















titers and handle their prob- | 
lems than is AFRA. If necessary, it 
intends waging aq battle on the is- 
sue. An RWG membership meeting 
is scheduled for some time next | 
week, with the AFRA situation cer- | 
tain to get close attention. Matter | 
has already been taken up to the 
Author League board, which is tak- | 
ing an active part. Mare Connelly, 
league president, is now on the 

















DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE’S 
LL STARRING USr Py 
BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 
Dedicated to the women of America. 
The 
choose betwe 


story of a woman who must 
en love and the career 


of raising other women’s children. 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 
WOR—4:30-4:45 P.M. E.D.S.T. 
Monday Through Friday 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management EOD WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 
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CAB to Ask Relief From Govt’s Wy, 3 
Service Fee, But Pleas Look Hopeless 


Montreal, 


Canadian Assn. ol 
met behind closed doors last week 
at the Mount Royal hotel 
to determine means of approaching 
the Government broadcasting au- 
thorities with a view to getting re- 
lief from the 10% service charge, 
which will be imposed on private | 
stations on subsidiary hook-ups be- 
ginning Sept. 24. 


Aug. 29. 


Broadcasters | 


here | 
| the 


half of clients in order 
make the necessary 
with the stations.’ 

It appears from this that pleas to 
Government to alleviate the 
burden have slight chance of being 


that we may 
arrangements 


| granted, 


| 


Indications are that Harry Sedge- | 
wick, president of the CAB, may! 


make representations shortly to Ma- 
jor Gladstone Murray on behalf of 
the private broadcasters. 
the out-of-town broadcasters 
peared to be suffering from 
lusions, after the meeting, 
10% 
ed. But a letter from the commer- 
cial department of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., advising agencies 
here of the impending Government 
takeover, apparently lends little sup- 
port for hopes of private stations. 

Official notice dated August 15 
from the CBC to advertising agen- 
cies states clearly that ‘Commenc- 
ing Sept. 23, as indicated by Dr. A 
Frigon, the CBC commercial de- 
partment, in addition to arranging 
for wire line facilities, will 
time on all stations required for 
subsidiary hookups. We would, 
therefore, ask you to be good enough 
to make application to the Commer- 
cial Department for any subsidiary 
hookup facilities required on behalf 


ap- 
de- 


of your clients after the above date. | tre 


‘All subsidiary hookups running at 


Some of | 


that the, 
service fee might not be hoist- | 
| Brophy, 





JAMES SHAW UPPED 


TO CFCF MANAGERSHIP 


Montreal, Aug. 29. 
James A. Shaw, formerly program 
director, was last week appointed 
manager of CFCF, according to an 
official announcement made by R. M. 
general manager of the 
Canadian Marconi Co. Shaw, suc- 


| ceeding V. F. Nielsen, who recently 


| of the Radio Division of Jas. 


resigned to become general manager 
Rich- 


| ardson & Sons, Winnipeg, is the first 


manager of CFCF to be selected 


ifrom amongst the personnel of Cana- 
'dian Marconi. 


/nouncing route, 
| 1931. 
book 


; ment 


the present time have been author- | 


ized until Sept. 23 only and any re- 
newals should be booked 
this department. In such instances 
it is not the intention of the CBC to 
penalize the advertiser in the matter 
of frequency discount. Any subsid- 
iary hookup programs running at 
present ‘may be re-booked by this 
department with the stations con- 
cerned without affecting the fre- 
quency discount already earned. We 
would appreciate advertising agen- 
cies advising us as soon as possible 
of any renewals required on _ be- 


through 


the an- 
CFCF in 
Later was given charge of 
special events programs, and ap- 
pointed program director after that. 
Shaw has considerable legit as well 


radio via 
joining 


He entered 


as radio experience and took active . 


part in fostering little theatre move- 
locally through connection 
with the Montreal Repertory Thea- 


under stage name of Leonard 
Paul. 
Hogan With Mex Outlet 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Homer Hogan, formerly manager 
KYW when it was located in Chi- 
cago, and more lately midwest man- 
ager for Hearst Rad:o, was elected 
v. p. at Valley Broadcasting Co., 
Dallas, Texas, and will handle na- 
tional sales for XEAW, Reynosa, 


| Mexico, 100,000-watter. 


Will work out of Chicago, with 


offices in Wrigley building. 
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toes | 


London Calling 3 


* 
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Ernest Budley, radio writer, sailed 
for New York to make contacts, but 
didn’t get beyond Quebec as he was 
recalled by a lawsuit he had started 
for bréach of copyright. 


oo: 





Marius Goring to play Harry 
Feversham in B.B.C. week-to-week 
version of ‘Four Feathers’: Clive 


Baxter plays the hero as a boy in 
the first stanza, repeating his role in 
the Korda picture. 

Paul 
vision 


Robeson preemed in tele- 
(23). 

Tyrone Power got sidetracked into 
a brief midday spot when he showed 
up at BBC. 





Kraft Cheese has renewed with 
International Broadcasting Co. for 
another year. All told it has been 
using Radio Normuandy since 1935. 


Johnny Green, youngest radio per- 





former for British Broadcasting 
Corp., known as the pocket Bing 
Crosby, makes his vaudeville debut 


at Wood Green Empire for Stoll’s, 


with rest of circuit to follow. 


BBC Finally Gets 





‘One Night of Love’ 


London, Aug. 22. 
after British Broad- 
casting Corp. began dickering with 
Columbia for ‘One Night of Love,’ 
rights of the Grace Moore starrer 
have just been cleared and item is 
alated for ethering Sept. 
Was originally planned for broad- 
casting in the spring, but was 
yanked within a week of the play- 
date due to copyright trouble. 


Three years 


Grace Moore's part will be sung 
by Hella Toros, though another per- 
former will speak the dialog. Im- 


personator Michael Moore gets Tullio 
Carminati’s part, and Douglas 
Moodie, who has produced eight film 
adaptations for radio, will whip the 
subject into shape. Presentation of 
another musical, ‘The Poisoned Kiss,’ 
has been temporarily shelved. 


26 and 27. |} 
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Toronto Star Which Slaps Down Radio 
In News Columns, Woes It for Charity 


Toronto, Aug. 29. 

That cvrious anomaly whereby the 
Toronto Daily Star, Canada’s great- 
est daily newspaper in point of cir- 
culation, has slugged radio news and 
ploughed under its ether-gossip coi- 
umn, but yet appeals to radio and 
picture talent to lift it out of the 
'hole in Fresh Air Camp appeal, was 
/again presented over the weekend. 
when screen and radio personalities 
were drafted for personal 
ances. 

On the radio end, 
nette, of NBC, did 
and submitted to television tests 
publicly acclaimed as under the 
sponsorship of the Toronto Daily 
Star. Shirley Ross, of Paramount 
Pictures, was elected to represent 
the flicker industry. The daily did 
not pay their expenses. 

The three rival dailies did not 
even announce that the Misses Ross 
and Dragonette were in town. Even 
casual newspaper readers noted the 
|omission and raised quizzical eye- 
‘brows at this latest indication of a 
provincial outlook. 

The ether appeal brought in the 
exact figure of $5,939, a new record 
for the Fresh Air Fund and topping 
that of last year by $400, when Mary 
Pickford was the draw. Toronto 
stations donated their time. CKCL 
carried the show from 8 p. m. te 
midnight; CBL for the same period. 
except for a 11-11:15 p. m. layoff: 
'CFRB from 9-10:50 p. m. and 
p. m. to midnight. 


Jessica Drago- 
some warbling 


Toronto Musica] Protective Assn. 
The Eaton Auditorium, scene of the 
broadcast, kicked in its b.o. percent- 
age of more than $800. 

Journalistic hand-outs included a 
Deanna Durbin dress, autographed 
baseballs donated by Lou Gehrig and 
Joe DiMaggio, the costume jewelry 
donated by Bette Davis, which she 
had worn in ‘Juarez.’ a gown 
by Hedy Lamarr in ‘Lady of the 
Tropics, a dress worn by Andrea 
Leeds in “They Shall Have Music,’ 
‘personal jewsiry Ivom Irene Hervey, 


appear- 


11:10 | 
All musicians ap- | 
peared without pay on order of the! 


Alice Faye, Dorothy Wilding, orizi- 
nal water-color sketches by Watt 
Disney, the green suede leather 
jerkin worn by Errol Flynn_ in 
‘Robin Hood.’ 


24-HOUR BROADCAST 
USING 1,500 ACTORS 


Mexico City, Aug. 29. 

Novelty in the way of a_ radio 
broadcast, that of 1,500 air entertain- 
ers giving a continuous performance 
for 24 hours over a network of 36 
of Mexico’s most important stations, 
is being prepared by the Party of the 
Mexican Revolutici1, dominant po- 
litical organization, te demonstrate 
how important radio is down here 
—and as a political plug. 

The fiesta, which is expected to 
be sprung Sept. 16, Mexico's In- 
dependence Day, will also be filmed. 


136 Mex. Stations 


Mexico City, Aug. 29 
Mexico's radio sta ions numbered 
136 as of Aug. 1. according to the 
ministry of communications and 
public works. Of these stations, 99 
are active. 
Total stations last Nov. 1 were 108. 


Groe & Pitcher Reorg 


Groe & Pitcher agency, radio reps 











of Toronto, has reorganized and 
|changed its name to Radio Center, 
Lid. Outfit has taken new offices 


| tive 


worn | 


and added David Fenn in an execu- 
spot. 

Setup now has Groe heading 
home office and Pitcher 
a branch in Calgary. 


the 
° . s 
dominatins> 


George Robey, by arrangement 
with Tivoli Theatres, doing a weekly 
air session for the Australian Broad- 
casting Commission. 
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TUESDAY, 9 P.M., 


GOING UP! 


THE 


KING SISTERS 


SINGIN’ QUEENS OF SWING 


ante 


FEATURED 


OLD GOLD PROGRAM 


with ARTIE SHAW 


Thanks to ROCKWELL-GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BAND 








On the 





Upbeat 





" Lennie Hayton’s new orchestra 
cuts its first records for Vocalion 


early in September. 





Jack Denny goes into Surjen Club, 
Galveston, tonight (Wed.). 

Jack Jenny’s new band going on 
southern one-nighter tour. 





Walter Gross’ orch set to back 
Judith Arlen on her first set of rec- 
ords for Vocalion. 





Abe Lyman opens at Chez Paree, 
Chicago, tomorrow night 
day), thence to Royal Palm Club, 
Miami. 





Frances Faye goes back into the 
Famous Door, New York, Sept. 5. 


Teddy Powell’s new band in at same | 


time. 


Glenn Miller has added another 
brass to bring that section to eight, 
split evenly, and five saxes. Makes 
it one of the biggest popular dance 
bands around. 





Benny Goodman plays New York 
World’s Fair week of Sept. 6. First 
band to play both N. Y. and San 
Francisco expos. 





Bob Chester replaces Tommy Dor- 


sey for three days at the Pennsyl- | 


vania hotel, New York, for three 
days Sept. 7-9 while Dorsey is at 
the Toronto Canadian Expo. 





Charles Eckel, six-piece crew in- 
cluding a harp, closes at Montauk 
Manor, Montauk, L. I., Labor Day. 





Johnny Cascales, former arranger 
for Victor Young and Edgar Fair- 
child, goes into Topsy’s, Los An- 
geles, with a new band. 





Evelyn Joyce, former vocalist with 
Jimmy Dorsey, will 
Day’s crew at the Show Bar, Forest 
Hills, L. I. 





Van Alexander returns to the New 
York Roseland Sept. 7. 





Johnny Magee’s new band started 
a nine-month stretch at Donahue’s, 


(Thurs- | 


join’ Bob as! 


Mountain View, N. J., last 
‘Tuesday ). 


night 





Gray Gordon does the Magic Key 
program Sept, 11. 
| Eddie MacDonald closes at 
Colony Surf Club, Deal, N. J., Labor 
Day. 





Hughie Prince, comedy singer, 
joined Tommy Dorsey last week, re- 
| placing Skeets Hurfert. He'll do 


vocals only, Dean Kincaid replacing | 


Hurfert on sax. 





Johnny Williams, drummer with 
Raymond Scott and on Kate Smith's 
| broadcast, when it returns, with a 
lsmall unit, is cutting for Vocalion 
with a band of his own. He'll make 
10 sides. 





| ‘ ° * 7 . . . 
| King’s Jesters revert to their origi- 


;}nal seven-man combo with the com- 
pletion of their current date ai 
Broadmoor Country Club, Denver. 
Eunice Heaiey, tap dancer, who 
played with Benny Goodman on his 
date opposite Shaw in Newark early 
this year, to work with Shaw. She 
opens with his band at Palace, 
Cleveland, week Sept. 8. 





Hal Munro orchestra set to open 
in Paxton Hotel, Omaha, this week. 





| 
| Southern Melody Boys, featuring 
Sunshine, at Log Cabin, Dallas. 





| Blacky and his Blue Jackets, of 
| KTAT, Ft. Worth, in an Eighth Ave- 


‘nue Club, Dallas. 





| Leonard Keller’s orch to Show- 
boat, Ft. Worth. 





Happy Felton’s orch to open fall 
season of Baker Hotel, Dallas, in 
mid-September. 





Jimmy Joy replacing Nick Stuart 
at the Plantation, Dallas. 
| ou 
| Joe Jill’s orch, of Pittsburgh, due 
today (Wed.) at El Tivoli, Dal- 
| las, succeeding Ernie Weaver. 
Van Alexander’s band unbuttons 
|; new season at Ritz ballroom, Bridge- 
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DING-DONG! THE WITCH IS DEAD 


IF | ONLY HAD A BRAIN 
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port, Sunday (3). 
follows Sept. 10. 


Tommy Tucker 





Chuck Foster’s) band moves into 
the Biltmore Bowl, L.A., Sept. 21, 





for indefinite stand. 

Johnny Cascale’s new band is at 
Topsy’s, Southgate, Cal., for six 
| weeks, 





Ernie Weaver’s crew, featuring Lu- 
cile Edwards, songstress, to continue 
indefinitely at El Tivoli, Dallas. 

Joe Sudy due Sept. 10 at Rice Em- 
pire Room, Houston, then on to Bel- 
mont-Plaza, New York. 


j 
| 








Willie Farmer started one-niting 
| sunday (27) at Roton Point Park, 
South Norwalk, Conn. 

Dick Conrad’s band set indefinitely 
at Harold Bossard’s Mt. Pocono 
Grill, Pocono, Pa. 











Tommy Donlin’s Pe insylvanians 
continue into the fall at Pocono 
Manor's terrace ballroom, Pocono, 
Pa. 





Del Courtney’s orch goes into the 
Ritz Carlton, Boston, Friday (1) for 
a run, 


Lunceford Not Sailing 


Jimmie Lunceford orchestra’s Eu- 
ropean tour, on which it was to have 
sailed from New York this week, has 
been cancelled. Threat of hostilities 
itself was not the only reason for 
cancelling, the difficulties of cross- 
ing borders from one country to an- 
other being equal in importance. 

Harold Oxley, Lunceford’s man- 
ager, is currently lining up home 
dates to replace. Orchestra com- 
pleted a week at the New York 
Paramount theatre last night (Tues- 
day). 











Brusiloff Vice Farmer 


Nat Brusiloff and an 
orchestra replace Willie 


eight-piece 


York, today (Wed.). Brusiloff brings 
in an unusual octette comprised of 
piano, drums, bass, two vibraphones, 
sax, accordion and violin. 

Farmer leaves to pick up New 
| England one-nighters for the Charles 
| Shribman office. 
i\to the Park Central luter in the 
| year. 








UA’s Reply 
LC ONtinued from page 4 


| product sewed up, stepped in to grab 








| the picture, but Greene set up such | 


la hullabaloo that it was decided 
| finally to give it to him. 
| Trade also is wondering whether 
|there’s fear the Government may 
step into the picture if the majors 
| continue to refuse the Minnesota the- 
|atre product. There have been hints 
| of a suit in this connection and also 
| threats of resort to the courts to ob- 
| tain product for showing at the Pal- 
lace for a dime admission under a 
double-feature policy. The same in- 
| terests operate both the Minnesota 
| and Palace, latter house now dark. 
| In the meanwhile, the Minnesota 
| Amusement hasn’t concluded any of 
j}its new-season product deals yet. 
| John J. Friedl, the circuit’s general 
| manager, says there’s no significance 
|to this. There have been no dis- 
agreements over prices and he an- 
| ticipates no difficulty in lining up all 
| the major output in association with 
the Mort H. Singer Orpheum, a 
member of the Minnesota Amusement 
Co. loop pool, in due time. Some of 
| the long-term contracts have ex- 
| pired, he points out, and various de- 
tails have to be ironed out. 


Frankfort, Ky., Exhib Sues 
| Federal Judge Samuel Mandel- 
baum in New York Thursday (23) 


them, 20th Century-Fox, Loew's, 


ists Corp. brought by Harry 





etateg and George Myers doing | 


business as the New theatre. Action 

| was brought under the Sherman 
anti-trust act on July 26, and seeks 
| triple damages of $75,000. The plain- 
| tiffs operate the Frankfort theatre. 
| Kentucky. 


| Irving Trust’s application asserts 


|that Bullitt is consul for all other 


| defendants, and they intend to ask | 


for a dismissal against themselves 
and RKO on the grounds that RKO 
transacts no business, and has no 
agent in the Eastern District of Ken- 
tucky, where the suit was brought. 


outfit at the Park Central hotel, New | 


He’s due to return | 


authorized Irving Trust Co., as trus- | 
tee of RKO, to employ William Mar- | 
shall Bullitt of Louisville, Ky., to | 
defend an anti-trust action against | 


Metro, Paramount and United Art- | 


Wednesday, August 30, 1939 


Network Plugs, 8 AM. to] AM. 


| Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 

NBC ‘(WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (Aug. 21-27). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denctes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 
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Inside Stufl—Music 


Farmer's | 


| 


Swing arrangement of Victor Herbert’s ‘March of the Toys,” by Tommy 
Dorsey, has been restricted to that band and a further curb was placed by 
Witmark, tune’s publisher, and the composer's estate, on the number of 

| times it can be played per week. Before an okay was placed on the use of 

| the tune, Dorsey gave up his interest 1n his own arrangment of it to Wit- 
| mark. However, it’s not to be generally published and if such a move is 
ever contemplated it demands Dorsey’s consent. 


| 


Sheet demand for ‘Billy,’ a hit in 1913, has developed as the result of a 
recording of the tune by Orrin Tucker for Brunswick. Flla Fitzgerald 
| stencilled the song for Decca last week. Bob Chester's band did it for 
Victor. Number started'on its revival trend in California, with coin- 
| machine fans the chief instigators. Mills Music, Inc., acquired the rights 
to ‘Billy,’ written by James Kendis, Herman Paley and Joe Goodwin, last 
year through its purchase of the Kendis & Paley catalog. 





| Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. now controls the rights to ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ 

| for the entire western hemisphere. It obtained the South American, Cen- 

| tral American, Cuban and Mexican rights last week from the tune’s original 
publisher, Mme. Jana Hoffmanner, of Prague. In the first deal Shapiro 
made with her it got the American rights and those of all other English- 

| speaking countries. 

| mine 

Associated Music Publishers, Inc., is in on Shapiro, Bernstein & Co.’s 
publication of ‘My Prayer’ as the result of a deal made last week, ‘Prayer, 
whose original copyright is controlled by Wideworld Music, Ltd., of Enge 
land, was adapted by Jimmy Kennedy from George Boulanger’s composi- 
tion, ‘Avant Du Mourir,’ whose rights are controlled in this country by 
Associated. 

To exploit the coming ‘Pinocchio,’ cartoon followup to Walt Disney’s 
‘Snow White and Seven Dwarfs,’ three tunes have been written around 
the characters in the story. They’re labeled ‘Jiminy Cricket,’ ‘Honest John’ 
and ‘Monstro the Whale.’ Numbers will be released in January, published 
| by Berlin, which got out ‘Snow White’ score. 

















(Reprinted from Daily Variety, August 238) 


Ten Best Song Sellers Last Week 


New York, Aug. 27.—Following are the 10 best song 
sellers last week, nationally. Full list of the country’s 
best sellers is published in the current week’s Variety. 








| Beer Barrel Polka..........._.._........ Shapiro 
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| sOver the Rainbow (‘Wizard of Oz’).......cccccccccese Feist 
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Music Sellers 


Aug. 26, 1939) 





Beer Barrel Polka 500 o5b560000000066000000000000 00003 ES 
Sunrise Serenade Cooccvccccccccccccececccccocceocens ewe! 


Moon Love COCCOHOOO SESE R OES EOCS 
*Over the Rainbow. (‘Wizard of Oz 
*] Poured My Heart Into a Song 


aonnebereséseseeescess enews 


Nebbebebiveesseneans Feist 


Second Fiddle’)..... Berlin 


Man With the Mandolin .....coccccccscceccsccvccesees santly 
Cinderella Stay in My Arms cossesecccccsccesecseeess Sapiro 
Stairway to the Stars COCO OHO HEHEHE HEHEHE OEE ES Robbins 
White Sails Ree eH OOOOH HSE HEHE EHTEL EEO EEE Feist 
Especially For YOU sessssceseccercccssssesseesevecess Sapiro 
It Makes No Difference NOW. soccsessscccccseseceseees DOuthern 
*Wishing (‘Love Affair’) SOC HOHEHSHEHEEHH He HEHEEEOEES Crawford 


Lamp Is LOW ..ceseeesevesees 


eee eee eeeeeee Robbins 


In an Eighteenth Century Drawing Room......++++++-Circie 
To You op0'eeb 00600066600 0600060000000000000¢000000000 F OTRINOUNS 


*Filmusical. 








WAY BATTLE 
PROBABLE ON 
TRISH EYES 


oo 


Late Chauncey Olcott's renewal 
rights to ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smil- 
ing’ have been obtained by Witmark, 
one of the Warner Bros. grouly from 
his estate. By the time the renewal 
rights becomes effective, August, 
1940, Witmark will likely find itself 
engaged in a three-way legal fight, 
since the rights of the song’s other 
two writers, the late Ernest R. Ball 
and George Graff, Jr., have been as- 
signed to two other publishers, Mills 
Music, Inc., and Fred Fisher Music 
Co. 


Witmark claims the renewal rights | 


in all three cases. Mills last year 
obtained the exclusive renewal right 
to all Ball's numbers, while Fisher 
bought its rights to this tune from 
Graff himself. Both firms are on 
notice from Witmark. 

It is Witmark’s contention that it 
holds Ball’s rights by virtue of an 


| Battle of Bands Hits 
Peak in Atlantic City 


Atlantic City, Aug. 29. 

| The battle of bands which has 
| been going on between the liamid 
| Pier and the Steel Pier all sum- 
| mer reached its peak this week, with 
| both piers concentrating on name 
orchs rather than vaudeville and 
| pictures. Hamid’s Pier is presenting 
| Jimmy Dorsey, Eddy Morgan and 
| Reg Kehoe, while Steel Pier 
countering with Benny Goodman, 
| Alex Bartha and Gene Krupa, 


Band battle will reach its peak on 
| the Labor Day weekend, for which 
| Steel Pier has booked Rudy Vallee 
}and the Hamid Pier will present 
| Artie Shaw and a ‘surprise band,’ 
| which is not being announced until 
| the last minute. Both piers are 
| swinging all their advertising to the 





is 


| band names and _= sacrificing the 
vaudeville and other stuff to put 
them over. 


U.S. RECORD 
~ MANY NAME 


exployment contract dating back to | 


1908 and in 1918 Graff gave it an out- 
right bill of sale covering his rights 
Latter contract, stated Witmark, not 
only authorized it to take out the re- 
newal in his name, but appointed it 
as attorney in fact to assign such 
rights to itself. 


JIM MUNDI SETTING HIS 
OWN 14-PIECE BAND 


for 


and 


Jim Mundi, former arranger 
Benny Goodman, Gene Krupa 
others, is currently rehearsing a 14- 
piece crew of his own. Band has no 
debut date. John Gluskin is han- 
dling. 

Mundi will have as his vocalist 
Madeline Green, uncovered recently 
in St. Louis by Benny Goodman 
Latter was reported at one time to 
have contracted her to sing with his 
outfit, 


Mills Goes Latin 


Mills Music, 
a Spanish- 
the 
specialized 


Inc., is establishing 
Latin-American catalog. It 
first time that Mills has 
in type of music, 
which heretofore has been domi- 
nated by such firms as Southern 
Music Co. and E. B. Marks. 
Mills is meanwhile negoti: 
ith some one to head the new divi- 
Mills, 


makes 


this 


ting 
Vv 


sion Jack head 


af the firm 
meac 2 OF tne hrm 


last week also signed Emory Hein, 


& refugee composer, under an ex- 
Clusive contract. Hein, who is now 
in this country, has written film 
scores in France, Germany and 


Hungary. 


DEVINE LOSES LEASE 
Indianapolis, Aug. 29. 


Tom Devine, who operated the 
Indiana Roof Ballroom for 12 years, 


lost his lease recently to Harold 
Cork, who operates the nitery, Sky 
Harbor, near Municipal Airport. 


Devine had been spending the sum- 
fen at Lake Manitou, Rochester, 
nd., and when he returned to set up 


Indiana Roof for fall he found that 
the building owners had leased to 
Cork, 

At Manitou, Devine spotted in 


Name bands at his Hotel Colonial! | 


dance now 


vpevi 


ion. 








fu 


With the Harry Norwood agency. 


Ben Taft, former head of the de- | 
Net Radio Orchestra Corp., is now 


BANDS 


le 


Eli Oberstein expects to be- 
gin recording popular bands for his 
United States Record Corp. 
He claims to have one year contracts 
with various name crews, calling for 
at least 36 platters to be cut at ‘mu- 
tually convenient times.’ 


soon 


labels. 


to Oberstein, he has 
signed Tommy Dorsey, Sammy Kaye, 
Eddie DeLange, Van Alexander, 
Glenn Miller, Larry Clinton, Johnny 
Messner, Buddy Clark 
Richard Himber, 

Miller's contr with 
til Fe yruary, 1940, 


According 


(singer) 
among others. 
Victor has un- 


to run. 


act 


Herb Young was appointed na- 
tional sales manager of the company 
last week, which was followed by 
the designation of Bill Cone as sales 
manager of New York State and 
New England, and Ed Denham as 
head of southern sales Cone will 
headquarter in Boston, and Denham 
in Washington. 

e ar 
Music Notes 

Sam Lerner and Ben Oakland 
cleffed four ditties for ‘Listen, Kids’ 
at Universal Numbers are ‘Who's 
Going to Keep Your Wigwam Wi: ; 
‘Doin’ the 1940," ‘My Dreams and I 
and ‘Laugh It Off 


Moe Jerome and Jack S 
‘You, You Darlin’’ to 
‘State Cop’ at Warners. 


Nilo Menendez and Eddie Cherkose 
doing songs for Sol Lesser's picture, 
‘Escape to Paradise.’ 


Ramon Armengod, Mexican stage 
and screen singer, in New York 
under exclusive contract to Decca 
to record an album of tangos and 
rhumbas, several being of his own 
composition. 


1S 


George Bassman joined Max Stein- 
er on mt score for ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ at Selznick-International. 


sical 


Lud Gluskin doing 
score on Hal Roach’'s 
| kéeper’s Daughter.’ 


the musical 
‘The House- 


Frank Skinner and Ralph Freed 
cleffed ‘Pancho Gonzales de Gaucho,’ 
} to be sung in ‘Rio’ at Universal. 


and | 


Band Bookings 





Al Donahue, Sept. 3, Pleasure 
Beach, Bridgeport, Conn.: Manhat- 
tan Beach, N. Y., week Sept. 4. 

Sammy Kaye, Sept. 1, Lake La- 





[N. J.; 3, Pavilion, Johnson City, Pa.: 
i 4, Syracuse State Fair, Syracuse, 
IN. Y. 

Claude Hopkins, 2 


Sept. 2, North 





Hempstead Country Club, Port 
Washington, L, I. 
Glenn Miller, Sept. 15-19, State 


theatre, Hartford. 

Chas. Agnew, Sept. 2-4, Siratford 
theatre, Chicago. 

Seger Ellis, Sept. 2, Lake Shore, 
Glencoe, Ill. 

Freddie Fisher, Sept. 11, Fenni- 
more, Wis.; 15, Paramount theatre, 
Anderson, Ind. 
| Lou Breese, Sept. 16, Century 
Country Club, White Plains, N. Y. 

Inkspots, Oct. 20, Earle theatre, 
| Washington. 





| 
} 


Nano Rodrigo, 14 


Loew’s State, N. Y. 


Sept. , week, 


| Carlos Molina, Sept. 6, indef., La 
|Conga, N.Y. 

| Milt Herih, Sept. 15, week, Chi- 
|cago theatre, Chi. 


Rita Rio, Sept. 8, 
theatre, Dayton. 


week, Colonial 


Park, Lexington, Ky. 


Hartford Board 
Rules vs. MPPA 








——. 


Hartford, Aug. 29. 


If a licensed newsstand vendor, 
| operating on a city street, wants to 
sell pirated song sheets that’s his 


privilege, the Street Board has told 


Attorney Charles N. Segal, counsel 
in Connecticut for the Music Pub- | 
| lishers Protective Association. Ate | 


Segal had appealed to the 
board to revoke the licenses of a 
half dozen downtown newsstands 
that he claims have been selling song 


| torney 


sheets in violation of the federal 
copyright laws. 
The Street Board took the stand 


that the selling of illegal song sheets 
was a matter to be straightened out 
between Attorney Segal and the in- 
dividual newsies., 


4 NAME ORCHS SET 
FOR N. Y. STATE FAIR 


Svracuse, Aug. 29. 


Scheduled as the big attractions 
fay thea eominae wueel f ir ¥ 


IMe 

1Ol LHe hame 
New Yo 
IN@Y OrK 


bands will move into the 


State Fair Coliseum starting on 
T «} » Tia 
Lsavuil AJAY. 

Sammy Kaye will play a matinee 


and at night on Monday (4). Tommy; 


Tucker is scheduled 


for night ap 
| pearances on Tuesday, Wedne 
and Thursday. A floor show is 
| planned in connection with his ap- 
| pearances Glenn Miller's unii 
moves in for Frid 


iy afternoon and 


Friday night, while G Lomburdo 
comes in for two performances on 
Saturday (9) 

Lombard the or epe from 
la ye é White ] 
D . l ere ¢ 


‘If I Didn't Care’ 
Figures in Theft Suit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 

Ernest Dale Brown, songwriter 
filed suit in Federal court against 
Chappell & Co., music publishers 


charging the ditty, ‘If I Didn’t Care,’ 
by Jack Lawrence, is a snatch from 
‘Just Wondering Why,’ cleffed by the 
plaintiff and George Rodney in 1928. 

Brown asks $250 damages fo- each 
infringement in playing or broad- 
casting the number, plus $1 for each 
copy sold. 





_Coast Lamaze Bookings 


Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Cafe Lamaze, county strip nitery, 
booked three name acts last week. 
Wini Shaw opens Aug. 31, followed 
by Alice Marble, tennis champ- 
canary, and Hildegarde. 
Each in four weeks 


| bluff, Waterford, Pa.; 2, Asbury Park, | 
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Johnny O'Connor May Be Ist Prexy 


of MPCE: Once 


Head of Publishers 





Freeze-Out 








} 
Ella Fitzgerald, Sept. 6-7, Joyland 


On Bootlegging 





Philadelphia, Aug. 29. 

Contract of Leo Zollo’s orch 
at Rainbow Gardens, al fresco 
spot at Strafford, Pa., has been 
extended with a novel clause. 
Instead of setting time limit, 
termer reads: 

‘This contract will expire 
when temperature drops below 
60 degrees Fahrenheit.’ 


COL. OFFERS 1)4¢ 
ROYALTY 
‘tc DISC 








Columbia Phonograph Corp. 
currently making a drive to induce 
music publishers to accept a lsc 
royalty on the firm’s proposed 50c 
catalog. Metro-Robbins group has 
already assented to this arrangement. 
This 50c catalog will contain all the 
popular artists now carried under 
the Brunswick (75c) label. The pub- 
lishers’ royalty on 75c records is 2c, 
while for those selling at 35c they 
collect 144c. 

Robbins firm last week explained 


that it readily okayed the 1%c 
| proposition because of what hap- 
pened several months ago, when it 


| raised the royalty fee for all phono- 


graph discs to a flat 2c. Robbins 
burned at the time because other 


pubs failed to co-operate with it by 
insisting on the same royalty setup. 


The legal royalty fee by U. S. 
copyright law is 2c per composition. 
Columbia drops its 3runswick 


label at 75c in favor of a 50c platter 
tagged Columbia with the issuing of 


| the first of the platters cut by Benny 


Goodman Sept. 3. Artists who'll hop 
to the reduced disc, beside Goodman, 
are Kay Kyser, Eddy Duchin, Horace 
Heidt, Duke Ellington, Teddy Wil- 
son, Cotint Basie, now on Vocalion, 
possibility for that category. 

According to Goodman, his con- 
with Victor allowed that com- 
pany to continue pressing his cut- 
tings after he left there, but a clause 
prevents them from marketing them 


is a 


tract 


at a price lower than that his new 
affiliation demands. Puts Victor in 
| the position of trying to sell his stuff 
'at 75c. while he can be bought for 
50c. That is, of course, if they con- 
tinue selling his discs. 

Band’s first records for Columbia 


include the tunes, ‘Comes Love,’ 
‘Rendezvou in P ; 
the Woodside.” “There'll be 
Changes Made.’ Orchids’ and 
‘What's New.’ Others are standards 
James H. Hunter, formerly wi 

] been v.p. in 


cto ni 


ee” ‘Jumpin’ at 


Some 


C} ‘Blue 


th 
appointed 
Columbia. 


charge of production by 


SAMUELS ASKS SUIT 
VS. ‘COMES LOVE’ TUNE 


Walter G. Samuels, one of the 
‘Fiesta,’ has asked Santly- 


to bring ar 


writers of 


ct-Inc., 


e 


, ’ 
; co-authored by 


‘harlie Tobias 


is number, 


’ 
Goldkette’s Talent Hunt 
Detroit, Aug. 29. 
led bands 
in Detroit 
musical talent 
compositions for his American 
Symph. Accompanied by his bride, 
Lee McQuillan, his former publicity 


Jean Goldkette 
here for 15 
searching for 


who 


years, is 


rep. 
Will move on the Chicago from 
here, thence to Hollywood for nego- | 


tiaticns on short musicals with film 
execs, 


John Leipold borrowed from Para- 
nount by Boris Morros to score ‘The 


i Flying Dutchman.’ 


+ 
v 


is | 


and | 


Johnny O'Connor, manager for 
| Fred Waring and head of Words & 
| Music, Inc., is being named as the 
'likely first president of the Music 
|Publishers Contact Employees of 
| Greater New York, which last week 
received a charter from the Ameri- 
|can Federation of Labor. Leaders of 
| the newly created union see nothing 
j irregular in the selection of an em- 
| ployer as president, since a goodly 
| percentage of the charter members 


|are either partners in their pres- 
ent connections, or hold executive 
| positions. O'Connor was formerly 


president of the Music Publishers 
Protective Association, which organ- 
| ization he helped form. 

| Membership in the union, it was 
|explained last week, would be con- 
| fined to persons doing contact work. 
It will not include stenographers and 
| clerks employed by publishers, un- 
| less the former actually double in 
ithe work of obtaining plugs. Elec- 
| tions of. officers and the appoint- 
| ment of a constitution committee has 
| been deferred for a while. 

| Professional staffs of the Metro- 
| Robbins group and Shapiro, Bern- 
| stein & Co. remain about the only 
holdouts from the union’s member- 
ship. A spokesman for the M-R 
group stated Monday (28) that its 
professional men have been formal- 
ly advised that they were free to ex- 
reise their own inclination to join 
the union, while Jonie Taps, profes- 
| sional manager for Shapiro-Bern- 
stein, explained that he has declined 
j| to come in until he was apprised just 
what were the objectives of the or- 


! 

ganization. 

| Among those that spoke at the 
charter presentation ceremonies at 


the Edison hotel last Thursday (24) 
were Jack Rosenberg, president of 
the New York musicians union, Wil- 
liam Feinberg, the latter local’s v.p., 
William Collins, state organizer for 
the AFL, and P. J. Dillon AFL spe- 
cial representative. The meeting 
was attended by 118 of the 137 mem- 
bers of the Professional Music Men, 
Inc. Rocco Vocco, prez of PMM, was 
also mentioned at first as head of 
MPCE, but will confine himself to 
the benevolent organization exclu- 
sively, 


NBC ENDS SONG 
CREDITS ON 
SUSTAINERS 


NBC has barred the me ntioning of 
source credits to film and show tunes 
On sustaining programs, so credits 
will hereafter be confined to spon- 
sored snows 


Network 


action 
prompted by a tendency of 


explained that thi 


had been 


the music busine to overdo the 
| credit thing. Not only were publish- 
ers insisting on getting credits for 
pic and show tunes of ancient vint- 
age, but songwriters themselves got 
mn on the abuse by demanding that 
such credits include the mention of 
their name 


Record High Disc Tieups 
With Pic Score on ‘Oz’ 


Pe ps a record high tieup of 
( it} fils core j tne case 
of the five E y Herburg-Harold 
A en ture out of ‘Wiz d of Oz,’ 

hich has seen 28 differer xiIngs 
0 fai In addition, a special Decca 
album of the entire score by Judy 
Garland, Victor Young's orchestra 


and the Ken Darby Singers has just 
been made. 
The 28 simultaneus pop releases on 


the divers disk brands embrace 
dance and vocal forms, sweet and 
hot, 


TWO FOR ONE 
Seat Davis’ Band Splitting Inte Two 
Units After Chi Date 





Chicage, aug. 29. 
Scat Davis’ band will split up after 
current Blackhawk engagement 
Vito Musso, Davis’ contractor, is 
taking half the boys and heading 
east to start N. Y., while Davis 


take inder as hasis for new 


+ 


its 


in 
5s the rema 
organization, 
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Seratoga. Minus Gambling, Winding Up 


Bad Season; No Floorshow Names 


State 





By JACK PULASKI 


Saratoga Springs, Aug. 29. 


up of Joan Brandon, girl magician, 


The Spa is winding up its second | doing same routine as Dr. Hoffman's 


successive summer with the 
clamped tightly on game rooms, but 
the operators of the 


lid | 


| Vernon, 
night spots ; 


haven’t squawked as much this sea- | 


son as last. 
to it now, though they depend on 
the casinos. 

As for the track, there 
doubt that the bookies 
badly nicked. 


is little 
have been 


Perhaps they are used | 


At Aqueduct there | 


were 109, but the number dropped | 


to 46 here last week, with many 
empty booths, especially in the shed. 
High percentage of winning favor- 
ites is the explanation. 

Again names are absent from the 
floor shows of the richly appointed 
spots on the lake, but the operators 
gamely elected to provide entertain- 


‘Think a Drink,’ Jimmy and Evelyn 
dance team; Happy Bill, 
English accordionist, and Jay and 
Lou Seiler. 

At Arrowhead, George Lamaze 
sports two bands, one being Ernie 
Holst, from El Morocco, N. Y., and 
a rhumba outfit, whose pianist, Car- 
los Cobien, is known as the Irving 
Berlin of South America. Top sin- 
gle is Niela Goodelle, songstress. 
Latter was sought for a legit revue, 
but she declined, planning to wed a 
physician and retire. Class dance 
team is Dario and Diane. 

Spirits High 


The damver, on gambling doesn’t 


| 
| 


Vaudfilm Back into 
State, Hartford, Fri. (1) 


Hartford, Aug. 29. 
theatre here returns to 


| vaudfilms Friday (1). Policy 


on 


| will be practically same as last 


| vear, name bands and name person- 


| alities, with emphasis on the former. 


| Opening . attraction set is Betty 
|Grable, Rochester and Frankie | 
Masters’ orch unit. Gene Krupa’s 


orch follows. 
Booking will be by Martin Harris 
in New York. 








holding on to the bitter end, away 
in the red. In addition to Piping 


| Rock. Riley’s Lake House also closed 


Saturday night (26). 
In Saratoga proper, Villanova 
sports the best floor show, with Joe 


| Riecadel’s band on the stand and the 


- wie. be a i 
| affect the spirits of the entertain- | 


| ers 


ment to keep the establishments in | 


good standing with patrons, hoping 
that next year the situation will be 
different. In a few clubs there are 
girl lines, usually in the less preten- 
tious resorts, while specialists and 
dance bands, most of the latter fa- 
miliar in New York’s night club 
belt, are in the more elaborate spots. 

Best known act is Cross and Dunn, 
appearing at Reilly’s Lake House, 
with Eddie Weber at the _ ivories, 
When the team arrived at the Spa 
the engagement was doubtful, but 
the show finally went on with Jolly 
Coburn’s band, once at the Rainbow 
room. Balance of the show is made 





who gather at Matty Dunn’s 
Meadowbrook for Saturday night 
jam sessions, one of the places with 
chorines. Bert Gilbert, as m.c., Car- 
ries the late trick show along speed- 
ily, with most of the performers 
mentioned appearing, plus Nelson, 
the marionette crack ‘rom Piping 
Rock, which folded Saturday (26), 
and an animated musical girl quar- 
tet from Mother Kelly’s. At New- 
man’s Lake House, Al Johns and his 
orchestra is sufficient, while the 


| 
| 


Three Senators are doing okay in| 


the bar. 
because of gambling 
were revoked for one year. 


Several spots were raided | 
and licenses ' 
Injunc- | 


eight well-dressed Milray girls com- 
prising the line. Anne Lester tops 


the show with a song routine, while | 


doing a ditty single, 
also scores. Rhoda Chase, femme 
baritone, teamed with Melise Bal- 
loc at the piano, works the tables 
between shows. 

Cherry’s, across from the track, re- 
mains the favorite for stay-outs. 
Here, with Al Abrahams at the piano, 
there are laughs to be had, what with 
singing waiters and girl table war- 
blers. Martha Lawrence, who was 
with the Playboys (WCY), Jeff Vic- 
tor and the Three O'Connor Sisters 
are on hand, plus usually impromptu 
entertainers from among the patrons. 
Also present is Eddie Byers, mixol- 
ogist, always at the Spa in the sum- 
mer and sometimes at Palm Beach 


Anne Bronte, 


tions were secured and the clubs are | in the winter. 


Rainbow Room Getting 
Satirical Quintet Sept. 12 


The Rainbow Room, Rockefeller 
| ehi-chi nitery atop Radio City, New 
| York, will get a load of satire when 
|The Revuers open there Sept. 12. 
|Five-people act is from the Van- 
| guard, Greenwich Village cafe, and 
is strictly a ribbing turn. Performers 
| write their own material. 
| John Hoysradt returns to the Rain- 
bow Room Oct. 16 for a six-week 
run. William Morris office agented 
the Hoysradt and Revuers deals. 





| 
| 
| 


RICHMAN, LYMAN TOP 
| CHI’S CHEZ PAREE BILL 





Harry Richman and Abe Lyman’s 
orch will co-headline the Chez 
|'Paree, Chicago, show opening to- 
'morrow (Thursday) night. Layout 
iwill stick at that spot for seven 
| weeks, 

Supporting show holds Rose Blane, 
D’Angelo and Porter and Ruth Day. 





Marjorie Keeler’s Act 





Seattle, Aug. 29. 


Ruby Keeler planed into town to 
|give her youngest sister, Marjorie, 
‘a sendoff when she opened a two- 
lweek engagement at the Ranch, 
\nearby nitery. Marjorie’s partner is 
George Davis. 

Miss Keeler said her husband, Al 
| Jolson, was in New York on a radio 
| deal, and she was forgetting about 
‘her film career for the time to take 
| care of their 4-year-old adopted boy. 





























_——— 





CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, Inc. 
and C. R. A. ARTISTS, Ltd. 


Proudly Announce 
The Association of 


On September 1, 193 


CHARLES J. FREEMAN 


9 


Mr. Freeman Is The Exclusive Booker 
Of The Interstate Circuit Stage Shows 


I have signed an agreement with Charles J. 


(Signed) 








August 1, 1939. 


| Freeman whereby he will be the exclusive booker 
of all stage shows to play the Interstate Circuit, 


Inc., for a period of five years. 


Robert J. O'Donnell. 
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Goldin Dead in London 
At 65; Originated Trick 
Of Woman Sawed in Half 


Horace Goldin, rated by magicians 
as one of the greatest illusionists of 
| all times, died last Tuesday (22) jn 

London after collapsing during ¢ 
performance at the Woodgreen Em- 
|pire theatre. He was 65. 
| Goldin’s chief claim to fame. on 
, Which he incidentally amassed a 
fortune, was his perfection of several 
| stage tricks which gave the illusion 
of a woman being sawed in half. 
His patent on this apparatus, filed in 

1911, was the basis of his $50,000 
|suit for damages against the R. J 
'Reynolds Tobacco Co. in 1937. The 
| Reynolds Co. was then running a 
series of newspaper and magazine 
/ads which supposedly exposed ma- 
| gicians’ tricks, among them the saw- 
,ing-a-woman stunt. Goldin claimed 
the explanation was untrue, stating 
the advertisement shattered the pub- 
|lie’s faith in his stunt so that 
;}could no longer get bookings. The 
| Suit was dismissed in the Federal 
| court in N. Y. in 1938, the judge de. 
|ciding that the Reynolds company 
'had honestly obtained its informa- 
| tion from ‘The Book of Secrets,’ by 
|W. B. Gibson. 
| Recently, Goldin perfected and 
| exhibited in England a new twist on 
| this trick, using a power-driven cir- 
cular saw mounted on the stage. 
| After first sawing through a log, he 
;then placed a woman in front of 
the saw and it appeared as though 
she was being cut in half. He had 
planned to tour the U. S. with this 
trick this coming October. His last 
tour of America was in 1923-24, al- 
though he returned to the U. S. 
every five years to renew his citi- 
zenship. 








he 


A Stormy Petrel 

Goldin was somewhat of a stormy 
petrel in magician circles, becoming 
involved times in contro- 
versies over the publication of meth- 
ods used by magicians to fool the 
public. He was a life member of 
the Society of American Magicians, 
foundec by Houdini, who, _inci- 
dentally, was the only illusionist 
whose earnings exceeded Goldin's. 
Their routines, however, were differ- 
ent, Houdini being more of an 
escapist. 


several 


Goldin, who was then a shoe clerk, 
became interested in magic in 1891 
as a result of a sleight-of-hand gag 
played on him by Herman the 
Great, one of the most famous ma- 
gicians of that time. Herman dem- 


onstrated several other tricks for 
Goldin, who immediately gave up 
siiveé-selling for conjury. By 1908 


Goldin established a reputation in 
America and went to London for a 
week’s booking at the Palace thea- 
tre. He remained for six months, 
giving command performances for 
Edward VII, Queen Marie of Ru- 
mania and other figures of royalty. 
It was then that he adopted 
billing of ‘The Royal Illusionist.’ 
Goldin published his autobiography, 
‘It’s Fun to Be Fooled,’ last year. 


the 


He is survived by his widow, a 
former actress. She sailed from New 
York for London immediately after 


receiving the news of his death, stat- 
ing that she intends to bring back his 
body for burial in the U. S. 
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ICE SHOW GETS Circle, Indpls., Again 


B.0. RECORD 
IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

‘Ice Follies’ moves out of the re- 
conditioned Dreamland Auditorium 
Saturday night (2) after shattering | 
just about every b.o. record ever set 
in this town. Spectacle will have 
played to 328,000 paid admissions in 
17 straight weeks, last three of which 
are practically solid sellouts. 

Same troupe preems its new ‘Ice 
Follies of 1940’ Sept. 7 in Pan-Pacific 
Auditorium, Los Angeles. New edi- 
tion has rehearsed concurrently with 
performances at Dreamland for last 
15 weeks. 

‘Follies’ blasted predictions of 
town’s wiseacres when it opened in 
Mav that a month’s run would finish 
it. Less than one-half of one percent 
of population here can ice skate. 
Length of stay was dramatized by 
return to cast in last few weeks of 
chorister Betty Murray, who broke 
leg in early show. 


Actors’ Squabble Over 
Their Respective Merits 











Ends in Fatal Stabbing 


Syracuse, Aug. 29. 
Alleged backstage quarreling which 
resulted in the fatal stabbing last 
Friday (25) of George V. Fitzgerald, | 
42, of Brooklyn, at Little Falls, N. Y., | 
is being probed by Herkimer County 
officials. Fitzgerald, who was ap- 
pearing with a ‘Punch and Judy’ act 
at the Rialto theatre in Little Falls, 
died as the result of wounds inflicted 
during a street scuffle with James | 
Edmondson, 29, of Jacksonville, Fla., 
member of a song-and-dance team 
also appearing at the Rialto. 
Edmondson and his wife, Marga- 
ret, with whom he is teamed, as well 
as other members of the troupe, ad- 
mitted there had been several quar- 
rels between Edmondson and Fitz- 
gerald over the merits of their acts. 
On Friday, according to Edmondson, 
he was struck with a stick during 
one of these backstage arguments. 
Later, while walking in the street 
with his wife, Edmondson said, they 
encountered Fitzgerald in front of a 
hardware store and the argument re- 
sumed. The men grappled and Ed- 
mondson says Fitzgerald, who was 
pushed against a counter, grabbed a | 
sickle and renewed the encounter. 
Mrs. Edmonson tried to intervene, 
but the two men clinched and both | 


| 


fell. As he rose, Edmondson said, he | 
saw that his opponent had _ been 
wounded. He contends that he did | 


not touch the sickle at any time and 
that Fitzgerald must have fallen on | 
the weapon. He died several hours 
later in a Little Falls hospital, and 
Edmondson was arrested. 


LEO CURLEY HEADS 
AGVA’S CHI BRANCH 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

Leo Curley was appointed yester- 
day (Monday) to head American 
Guild of Variety Artists in Chicago. 

Has been in charge of Chicago 
divisions of Screen Actors Guild, 
and the American Guild of Musical 
Artists. 


Swank Salt Lake 
Spot Gets Facial 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 29. | 

Hotel Utah Empire room, swank | 
Supper club, is getting a modernistic | 
facial in preparation for fall opening 


Sept. 8. Freddie Nagel’s orch is set 
for opening. 





Hostelry’s al fresco Starlite Gar-| 
dens shutters Sept. 7. Larry Kent's | 
band is currently playing that room, | 
with Wally Williams’ Foursome dish- 
Ing out the cleffs in spot's beer- 
Pretzelry, the Rendezvous. 


| admission 


Planning Vaudfilms, 





Indianapolis, Aug. 29. 

Circle theatre, which took a fling 
at stage shows last spring, is flirt- 
ing with the flesh once more. Cab 
Calloway’s orch is the first show to 
be signatured for future appearance. 

When Circle had stage shows last 
Spring, the vaudfilm Lyric was 
also in operation, with theatres di- 
viding flesh biz so that both showed 
in the red for the period. Lyric is 
now shutiered by stagehands’ strike. 


Benny Co. Heads 
Holiday Show At 





S.F. Fair for 96 





San Francisco, Aug. 29. 

After months of dickering, deal 
has been finally set for Jack Benny, 
Mary Livingstone and Phil Harris’ 
orch to play in Treasure Island’s 
Temple Compound Labor Day week- 
end (2-4). Trio reported getting 
$9,000 for the date, second to Edgar 
Bergen-Charlie McCarthy’s 
booking recently for two days. Har- 


ris takes over Tuesday (5) for sev- | 


eral weeks on his own. Shows are 
gratis. 

Eddy Duchin leaves for possible 
New York Fair session after besting 
audience records of all his prede- 
cessors with IQs band and four-act 
show. 

Week ending Friday (25) had paid 
total of 360,041, a daily 
average of 51,434. Mark was only 
slightly below previous stanza’s 364,- 
958, highest of any non-holiday week. 
Still running under 1915 exposition 


| figures, but way ahead of San Diego, 


"36. 
Once again ‘Cavalcade of Golden 
West’ proved top money-maker last 


week, exceeding $38,000, its best 
gross during its 27-week run. 

‘Gloria,’ nude painting recently 
withdrawn from the Gayway by 


concessionaire-artist Irving Sinclair, 
was stolen from the storeroom dur- 
ing the week. Sinclair values it at 
$50,000. 

Seventy-five more employes were 
dropped during the past seven days, 
in line with gradual retrenchment. 
Most were radio performers and 


technicians hired on temporary basis. | 
persistent | 
| but unofficial. Fair has classified bills 


Second-year talk still 
over $1,000 as major and is paying 
off minor debts first. Reported that 
as a result Art Linkletter, writer of 
‘Cavalcade’ is still unpaid. 


LAHR, BOLGER REPLACE 


ROONEY AT N.Y. CAP. 


Mickey Rooney pulls out of the 
Capitol, New York, tomorrow 
(Thursday), being replaced by Bert 
Lahr and Ray Bolger in that delux- 
stageshow support of ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’ (M-G). Both Lahr and 
Bolger are featured in the film. 

Holding over with the film is 
Judy Garland, with Lahr and Bolger, 
she'll stick until the end of the pic- 
ture’s run, which starts a_ third 
week tomorrow (Thursday) and is 
expected to go at least a fourth. 

Miss Garland and Rooney are 
committed to an October ‘command’ 
performance before the King and 
Queen of England in London, but 
this will be called off in the event 
of war. Lahr remains on Broadway 
after the Capitol personal to start 


er’s 


rehearsals in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ | © | 
{ dienne, Clara Inter, better known as 


with Ethel Merman. 


Salkin Booking K. C. 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Kansas City Tower, which opened 
with vaudfilm policy at 25c top last 
Friday (25), is being booked exclu- 





'sively by Leo Salkin of William Mor- 


ris Chicago office. 


House had been closed for two | 


months. Operating now under di- 
rection of Barney Joffee, who holds 
management contract with Fox Mid- 


‘west Theatres Corp. 


$10,000 | 


4 


CAFES IN MIDDLE 





Clash Over Performer Con- 
trol Puts Operators on the 
Spot—Signing With One 
Invites Action by the 
Other 


PICKETS PICKETED 





Current actor-stagehand feud, 
which threatens to tie up all show 
business, has already seriously em- 
_barrassed night club operators. Spots 
are finding themselves projected into 
the middle of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists-American Federa- 
tion of Actors battle, with little 
chance of clearing themselves. So 
far, no one has been able to figure a 
solution. 

Difficulty arises when the two op- 
posing unions attempt to control any 
spot. Most nitery operators are 
willing to sign with either union— 








order to avoid becoming embroiled 
in a union jurisdictional tiff. But 
if they sign with either outfit, 
they’re in danger of being picketed 
| by its rival. And if they refuse to 
| sign with either pending settlement 
{of the dispute, they’re likely to be 
picketed by both. That has happened 
in at least one case. 

Allegedly because Barney Joseph- 
son, the proprietor, has refused to 
sign a contract with the union, AFA 
| last Saturday night (26) began pick- 
eting Cafe Society, Greenwich Vil- 
lage, N. Y., nitery. Although it has 
no contract with the place, AGVA 
immediately dispatched men to pick- 

(Continued on page 39) 


Deny KK.&K. 


Injunction Ys. 














N. Y. supreme court Justice Ferdi- 
nand Pecora Thursday (23) denied 
|an application by Edwin W. Kay, 


Katya Komer and Byron Kay for an | 
injunction against the American Fed- | 


eration of Actors to prevent them 
| from picketing the La Conga Restau- 
rant, where the plaintiffs had been 
employed. 

On August 17, Kay, Katya 
Kay, members of the AGVA but not 
of the AFA, were requested to quit 
the employment of the restaurant 
and picketing was started. They left, 
but started the injunctive action and 
suit for $5,000 damages. 

The opinion of Judge Pecora « 
clared, ‘Plaintiffs have an adequat 
remedy at law for They 
may possibly have a claim for equit- 
able relief, but their right th« 
depends upon 


le- 


} ¢ 
qamazZes. 


reto 
many debatable ques- 


tions.’ 


Hawaiian Maisonette, 
4 ‘ 4, > 
N. Y., Sets Fall Show 
The Hotel St. Regis’ Maisonette 
Russe (N. Y.) becomes the Hawai- 
ian Maisonette, when it reopens first 

week in October. | 

Heading the entertainment will be 
Elmer Lee’s native combo plus three 
Hawaiian dancing girls and a come- 


| ‘Hilo Hattie.’ 





Atlas Assigns Assets 
| Atlas Advertising Agency, which 
specialized in hotels, restaurants and 
night clubs, had its assets assigned 
ito Joseph W. Burg for the benefit 
jof creditors last week. 

Application 
accept a bid for the agency’s assets 
is returnable before Justice Thomas 
F. Noonan in the N. Y. supreme 
court Sept. 8. 


UF AEA Va, AGVA 


in fact, they’re eager to do so, in | 


AFA Picketing 


and | 


authorizing Burg to) 
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AFA Indicates Intensive Drive 
To Organize Chi Theatres, Cafes 





B & K Favors AFA 





Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Balaban & Katz booking office 
has called in all acts, telling 
them to join the AFA if intend- 
ing to play downstate houses. 


IATSE is very active here or- 
ganizing. 


Seph's Nitery 
Tour Parallels 


‘Leave on Road 




















|last week by Equity may provoke a 
widespread theatrical union war, has 
/booked a series of nitery engage- 
ments to parallel the road tour of 


‘Leave It to Me,’ the Vinton Freedley | 


musical in which she was featured. 

Show had been scheduled to go on 
the road Oct. 16, opening with a two- 
| week stand at the Forrest, Philadel- 
phia. Singer had arranged a concur- 
rent date at the Walton roof, Phila- 
delphia, and similar bookings at top 
niteries in all other cities the mu- 
sical was to play. In the meantime, 
she goes into the Versailles, N. Y., 
| opening Sept. 21. 

Regardless of the fate of ‘Leave’ or 
whether she remains in the company 
|or not, Miss Tucker intends to fill all 
ithe nitery dates she had set. How- 
ever, the future of the musical is 
highly uncertain, as the stagehands 
have indicated they will refuse to 
work in it if Miss Tucker is barred. 
Meanwhile, Freedley has announced 
his intention of reopening the show 
at the Imperial, N. Y., next Mon- 
day (4). 





| 
LYMAN STILL HOT 
FOR H’WOOD TROC 


Lineoln, Aug. 29. 
Abe Lyman, orch leader, and his 


brother, Mike, have reopened nego- 
tiations for the Trocadero, in Holly- 
| wood, after previous attempts to set 
a deal fell through nearly a year ago. 
Spot is 
Young. 


AFA Acts Ignore Orders, 
Play Two TA Benefits 


Fede 


owned now by Felix 





Despite American ration of 


A ct rd 
4ACiOrs orae 


play Theatre Authority benefits, a 
charity bill at Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., last week included about 20 


acts, nearly all of whom were AFA 
members. The affair, held in the 
local Convention Hall, for the benefit 
of the Saratoga Springs fire depart- 
| ment, grossed about $2,000, of which 
| approximately $300 went to the TA 
Acts from all the nearby niteries ap- 
peared. 

‘Yokel Boy’ benefit performance 
last Thursday midnight (24) at the 
| Majestic, N. Y., for the family of the 
| late Harry Jellis, electrician in the 
|show, grossed around $2,200, of 
| which TA received about $330. 

! 





| 


| Fiske’s Chi Date 





Dwight Fiske goes into the Colony | 


Club, Chicago, Sept. 15 for a three- 
week run at $1,500 weekly 
} William Morris office agented. 


vv 


Sophie Tucker, whose suspension | 


rs to its members not to 





Chicago, Aug. 29. 

With less 4A’s opposition here 
than either in New York or on the 
Coast, Chicago is to become the 
focal point for an American Fed- 
eration of Actors organizing cam- 
|paign. Wire to that effect was re- 
|ceived by the local AFA office from 
|Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
‘tary, giving them the go ahead for 
'a campaign and quoting message 
George E. Browne, prexy of Inter- 
{national Alliance Theatrical Stage 
| Employees, sent to all IATSE locals, 
|Thursday (24). Message was in- 
terpreted to mean AFA, with back- 
ing of IATSE, is to crack down on 
theatres, niteries and performers not 
affiliated with AFA. 

Up to present time, AFA has not 
had an intensive campaign for or- 
ganizing vaudeville here, but feeling 
is that the backing and support of 
IATSE has now made the time ripe 
for such action throughout the coun- 
try, but in Chicago especially, since 
there is less here. Also, because at 
present time organizing in Chicago 
would cut a huge swath nationally, 
there being four houses playing full 
week vaudeville regularly and 
seven units ready to go out. 

AFA here will probably also go 
after the bigger hotel rooms— 
Palmer House, Edgewater Beach and 
other class A spots. Understood that 
Frank Olson, local IATSE head, will 
give Guy Magley, AFA rep here, all 





the co-operation needed for organ- 
izing, meaning that the IATSE 
won't go along with a house cper- 


ator or unit producer 
with AFA, 

Many performers already hold 
cards in the newly organized Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists. If 
units and houses here are AFA, with 
IATSE backing, then these acts may 
have difficulty working in Chicago. 
Too, some hold other Four A’s mem- 
berships—Actors Equity, American 
Federation Radio Artists or Sereen 
Actors Guild cards—and feel that 
Signing with AFA might cause sus- 
pension, or even expulsion. 

All Chicago unit producers are be- 
ing told curtain will not be pulled 
unless they sign with AFA, but first 
;to feel any actual force was Ez 
4-Cough, who was reportedly told he 


not affiliated 


| would not be allowed to open at 
| Palace, Springfield, Ill., unless his 
Johnny Perkins unit was 100% AFA. 

Acts scheduled to play Saturday 
night (2) the Public-Great States 


time in Illinois, specifically Palace, 
| Danville, and Castle, Bloomington, 
were told the date was off unless 
they joined AFA before then. Words 
used in telling performers were ‘join 
George Browne's union.’ 


C. J. FREEMAN WELDS 
| CRA’S BOOKING SETUP 


Charles J. Freeman, former head 
of RKO’s booking department, moves 


Radio 


into Consolidated Artists in 
New York on Friday (1). He'll act 
generally in an official capacity, first 
tying together CRA’s booking setup. 

Prior to joining CRA, Freeman 
ast week signed a new deal with 
Bob O’Donnell, of the Interstate Cir- 
cuit (Texas), naming Freeman ex- 
clusive booker of those theatres for 
five years. Interstate will play one 


ee en 7 ata xt? aro 
stage show a month, starting around 


Oct. 1, for full-week dates in San 
Antonio, Houston, Dallas and Ft, 
Worth. Bookings will be chiefly 


units and bands, most of ‘em on per- 
centage arrangements. 
| 


Walton Roof. Philly, Sets 
| 2 Three-Week Shows 








| Walton Roof, Philadelphia, has set 
| two shows for three-week runs each, 
| First, opening Sept. 7, will include 
i Lillian Carmen, Masino and Straf- 
| ford, Bob Ripa and Bob Russo. 
Opening Sept. 28, Walton’s show 
will hold Ethel Shutta, Borrah Mine- 
vitch’s Rascals, Trixi, Russo and a 
dance team yet to be booked. 
































Night Club Reviews 








GLEN ISLAND CASINO 


(WESTCHESTER, N. Y.) 


Woody Herman Orch (16) with 
Mary Ann McCall. 
Following on the heels of Glenn 


Miller’s ‘orchestra, whith it replaced 
Thursday night (24), Wocdy Her- 
man’s crew is in a tough spot. Miller 
is currently ‘hot’ and as perhaps 
the heaviest fave with the West- 
chester crowd of any of the outtits 
whic. play at the Casino. Herman's 
ir. ‘til the place shutters some time 
next month. 
Since leaving Meadowbrook sev- 
eral months ago, Herman’s bunch 
has improved greatly. Band has 
gained the confidence it lacked. Sec- 
ond, it has added men wh th give it 














Ouistanding Comedy Hit 
of New York World’s Fair 


WALTER 
DARE 
WAHL 


BILLY ROSE’S 
AQUACADE 


lacking 
One of 


something almost totally 
originally—standout se oists. 
ithe most important of these 
tio s is Toby sayler, trombonist re- 
cently with Red Norvo’s crew. Hts 
is a ye which adds a 
flexibility to the band as a whole, 
and lustre to the sweet and blues ar- 
rangements. Another is Bob Price, 


ap tramlh 
sweet tromb 


tenor sax. 

Band gathered a wealth of new 
material while out on the road and 
it’s used in good stead here. One is 


a neat arrangement of ‘Beer Barrel 
Polka.’ Still socko, an enough to 
halt dancing traffic opening night, 
were Herman's standbys, ‘Woodchop- 
per’s Ball’ and ‘Old Man Mose.’ 

Mary Ann McCall and Herman 
were both hindered by a poor mike 
on vocals when caught. 


SHOW BOX, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 17. 
Jimmie Murphy Orch with Betty 
Taylor; Fifi D’Orsay; June and Jack 
3oyle: Slyter; Hanton and Clark; 
Dub Taylor; Jack Russell. 





Show Box is a new 1,000-seater 
night spot, recently completed by 
Mike Lyons, operator for a number 
of years of Lyons Music Hall, located 
almost across the street and_ still 
holding to its old policy of band and 
floor show. Both places make their 
profit on beer, wine and cola. Prices 
upped around 50° over regular tav- 
erns, and there is smell take at the 
door. For this spot, it is two-bits 











plus 2-cent state amusement tax. 





Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 





Collins has spent a reported $100,- 
000, and it looks that way, with regu- 
lar theatre marquee and lights out 
front, street-side bar, inclined en- 


thick carpets, decorations, and ter- 
raced seating arrangement inside. 
No hard 
state, which accounts 
average take from each 


for lower 
customer. 








addi- |! 


trance, all swankily finished, plus | 


liquors allowed in this ! 
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However, the cafe will soon be in 
| shape to serve foed, when minimum 
| will be established at higher stipend, 

but still in popular range. That way 

it will pay. Four shows daily is the 
current schedule, including matinee. 

When food comes into the plan, it 

will be a dinner show, with others 
|later. Show caught packed ‘em and 
had 'em standing. It ran 65 minutes, 
about 15 overtime, for the folks held 
on and liked it. Joe Daniels is book- 
ing exclusively, and Lyons is putting 
out plenty dough for the attractions. 

Jack Russell handles the emcee 
job very well. June and Jack Boyle 
open with a tap number, with their 
chair business best. Slyter offers a 
magician ‘on his day off,’ staggering 
through some nice illusions, his cig, 
wine glasses and finally a beer glass 


_VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS _ 


(full) out of thin air illusion being | 


tops. Patrons hardly let him stop. 
Hanlon and Clark out-goof each 
other, with Miss Clark leading. Their 
chatter lively, but too long drawn 
out. Dub Taylor shows his 


usual | 


ability on xylophone and with har- | 


monica, his comedy efforts earning a 


cry for more. 

Then comes Fifi D’Orsay, who 
tries to make it plenty naughty, 
figuring it’s expected of her. Rus- 


sell explained she planed from N. Y. 
and in the rush caught a cold, which 
damaged her pipes. But it didn’t 
hurt her gams, which she displayed 
cutely. She first gives a short 
French-flavored glad-hand talk about 
loving it in Seattle. 
song numbers are peppy, but 
times border on the ragged edge. 


at 


Her dance and | 


Show went over plenty well with 


the clientele. Trepp. 


EL CHICO, N. Y. 





Maria Luisa Lopez, Los Carreno, 
Soledad Miralles, Julian Huarte 
| Orch, 


Benito Collada, who is now on a 
| bicycle between the Argentine Pa- 
vilion at the New York World’s Fair 
and his own bistro in Greenwich 
| Village, is making a feature of Sole- 
dad Miralles, a real Spanish bull- 
fighter, one of the few professional 
| femme matadors of Spain. She has 
| appeared in the bullring with such 
famed matadors as Cagancho, Do- 
minguez, Barrera, Ortega and others 
}and has killed many a bull in the 
; arena, being acclaimed by 
votees of this Castilian sport as pro- 
ficient in the ring as she is in doing 
her flamingo dances. 

Be that as it may, she’s expert 
enough on the hoof—terpsichorean, 
not animalistic—a fiery, vibrant in- 
terpreter of her native dances. 

Surrounding this divertissement 
are Los Carreno, dancing pair, slated 
for a South American tour shortly, 
and a vivacious table worker, Maria 
Luisa Lopez, who is very adept with 
her intime style of songs. Julian 





| Huarte’s orchestra dishes up a choice 
brand of native and Latin terp tunes, 


| Hugo Mariani, with an enlarged or- | 


chestra, is due to come in Sept. 14, 


de- | 


zz . . 
signed with Jones and Green for the 





| 


| 


| ter 





which is a tall order for a small 
room like this class Village nitery. | 
However, Mariani, long an NBC 


fave, will lend quite a little tone (no 
pun) to the spot. Room remains, as 
ever, one of the smartest and coziest 
of its kind, easily the No. 1 bistro in 
the Latin motif. 





National, Det., Reopens 
Detroit, Aug. 29. 





With seating capacity enlarged 
|}and spot modernized throughout, 


| National burly reopens this week 
| With all-stage show, only one in De- 
|troit. John Kane is producing, bills 
changing every Friday. 

Wheel shows, billed as half vaude 
| and ditto burlesque, are m.c.d by 
/Tony Romano and currently head- 
lining show is Steffe, with Billy 
| Ainsley topping ‘Cocktails of 1939’ 
revue. 








e015 YEARS AGOc5e 


(From Variety) 








Jack Dempsey was in training for 
the stage. Champ having his nose 
bobbed preparatory to launching 
personals, 





Frank Tinney was nervous as a} 
June bride in his Empire, London, | 
debut, but the comedian got a re- | 
ception that lasted for several min- 
utes. Which him more 
nervous, 


made 


Lew Cody was glad to hear that 
Nora Bayes had confirmed rumors 
of their engagement. No date set 
for the marriage. 

S. Z. Poli agreed to settle $50 
weekly on Dorothy Antell, perma- 
nently disabled when she fell back- 
stage at Poli’s Hartford theatre some | 
years before. Understood the the- 
atre operator acted at the behest of 
E. F. Albee. 


Gilda Gray opened in a new re- 
vue in Berlin, but the press hardly 
noticed her. Show wasn't of much 
account, anyway. 


Jack Haley, of Crafts and Haley, 





new Gallagher and Shean show. | 
Haley walked out on ‘Artists and | 
Models’ because he was dissatisfied | 
with the juve role. 


|in New York yesterday 


;}contempt of court. 


| ant 





Wednesday, August 30, 193 





6 Mos. to Marden 


For Contempt In 
Gambling Probe 


Federal Judge William H. Barrett 
(Tuesday) 
sentenced Ben Marden, operator of 
the Riviera, the N. Y. area’s No. ] 
roadhouse, just across the George 
Washington bridge in Fort Lee. N a 
to six months in the penitentiary for 
Marden had re- 
fused to answer questions of assist- 
district attorney Jerome Doyle, 
which sought to establish whether 
the night-club operator ran a gam- 
bling establishment on the Riviera 
site, prior to two weeks ago, when 
the Federal investigation started. 
Marden was reléased for 10 days 


;on $10,000 bail, and if he decides in 
| that time to answer the question he 


‘will be purged of contempt. The 
nitery operator declared that the 
reason he did not wish to answei 


was that if his answer admitted i! 
legal operations, he would be subject 
to prosecution in N. J. . 
On Monday (28), Marden was sum- 
moned before the special grand jury 
in N. Y., which is investigating or- 
ganized crime. The nitery oper- 
ator, however, refused then to say 
whether he ran a gambling estab- 
lishment when questioned on that 


After a long absence from vaude- | ceore, 


ville, Houdini was again back or| ‘The Riviera is due to fold for the 
the boards, for the Keith circuit. He] season Saturday (2) night, three 
had been playing the chautauqua | weeks earlier than usual. The N. Y. 





circuit for some time because he 
couldn’t get together with the Big | 
ret | 
rime on salary, 
oo 


New contract situation threatened 
a national strike situation involving 
the stagehands, operators and mu- 


Sicians, 

With Fay Bainter starred and Wal- 
Woolf featured, ‘The Dream 
Girl’ was considered likely for a 
fair run on Broadway, though the 
same was not true of ‘The Best 
People,’ with James Rennie. | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Van Arnam’'s Merry Makers, first ! 


flesh troupe to hit here this sea- 
son, held open house for the ailing 
artists, 

Irene Castle and Alex Fisher 
thrilled the Lake Placid natives 


with new and old dances. 
Mannie Lowy anticipating Cali- 
fornia air for the continued ozoning 


| He's flashing a mean comeback, 


Rex Davis, 
Warren J. 


and 
ac- 


clown, 
the 


ex-circus 
Warren ogling 


| tors colony. 


Ann Baker, of the old Joe Wood 


| troupe, weekended here, helloing the 
colony. 


| 
| 


















is a favorite drink. Try it 


Bombay sends a cool tip to 


NEW YORK 


IN THE TROPICS, a tall, cool Johnaie Walke- and Soda 


when the mercury climbs. There’s 


no finer Whisky than Scotch and Johanie Walker is Scotch 
at ies smooth, mellow best. It makes a grand summer driak! 


Ie’: Sensible to Stich with 


JOoHNNIE YYALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 
CAMABDA PRY GHHOER ALE, HIC., NEW YORK, MM. Y., 


S018 











Red Label 8 years old 
Black Labelt 2 years old 


HWaPORTERS Both 86.8 proof 






John H. Farrington, West 
Beach, Fla., here’ vacashing 
Ogling his old friends. He's an 
theatre operator here 

Six local night spots are 
to fold Labor Day week. 


Palm 
and 
ex- 


skedded 


James Heagney, who saw much 
ozoning here, perking up nicely. 
Mrs. Haegney is Dr. George (Will 


> 


togers) Wilson's sec. 

Town fathers have nixed all fu- 
ture carnivals, claiming too much 
Syping. 

Henry ‘Hank’ Hearn, from Char- 
lotte, N. C., reports his last check-up 
was all on the okay side. Boy did 
his bit with this colony ; 

Pete Grady, ex-hoofer, who mad 
the grade here and at Rutland 
Heights, Mass., now a_ successful 


news vender in Portland, Me 
(Write to those who are ill) 


| E. Lewis, 


World's Fair is believed to be a con- 
tributing cause to the speedier clos- 
ing, along with the political factors. 

Riviera show is headlined by Joe 
with Ted Fio Rito the 
band. Other acts include Raye and 
Naldi, Frazee Sisters, Charles Car 
arid a Chester Hale of 
girls. Lewis has been set for a run 
at the Chez Paree, Chicago, opening 
mid-October through the filliam 
Morris office. 


rer line 25 


Johnny Marvin wrote two songs 
‘Old Peaceful River’ and ‘Way Out 
Yonder,’ for Gene Autry at Repub- 


MYRTILL 


AND 


PACAUD 


Europe’s Sensational 
Flitfire Dancers 


Barnes-Carruthers Fairs 








” 
Mgt.: HENRY J. BECKMANN 
International Theatrical Corp. 
Paramount Bldg. New York 











Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 














Frank Tracy wishes to announce 


that he is associated with Leo 
Salkin of the William Morris 
agency in booking the Tower 


theatre and immediate territory. 
610 Law Bidg. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
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STATE-LAKE, CHI 


(Continued from page 16) 





and stuff too elemental for anyone 
else. Kids go for ’em, though, as 
evidenced by this second show Sat- 
urday afternoon. 

The Daros, dance team, are So-so. 
First routine, a semi-pesing number, 
with gal in and out of large hoop, 
good, but rest, including singles, is 
humdrum as presented in perform- 
ance caught. Three St. Johns fur- 
nish a neat enough hand-balancing 
act, and Harry Siemon & Co. needs 
a lot of work and styling before he'll 
be another Edgar Bergen. 


Business good, and will be, for if | 


show itself doesn’t draw, a couple 
nearby theatres have stand-outs, and 
that'll steer customers here. Loop. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 26. 
Sid & Peggy Page, Charles Davis, 
The Grant Family (4), Novaline 
Payne, Milton Frank, Ted Waldman 
& Suzi, Tower Glamour Girls (38), 
Jack Wendover’s Orch (9); ‘It Could 
Happen to You’ (20th). 








After a dark summer. the Tower 


reopened Friday (25) offering a 50-| 


minute stage show combined with a 
feature film at a steady admission of 
25c. Policy is to produce stage shows 
locally under the direction of Frank 
Tracy with the band line, and boy- 
and-girl singer as regulars. 

Initial offering is sent out under 
title of ‘One Hour of Joy,’ and fol- 
lowing shows will be similarly titled. 
At present, effort is on production 
rather than on names, although 
names will be used later when con- 
veniently available. Tracy is aligned 
with Leo Salkin of the William Mor- 
ris office in securing his standard 
acts. 

Opener leaves several things to be 


desired in the way of a smooth stage | 


unit, but considering the opening on 
short notice and a complete new per- 
sonnel, show gives customers a bet- 
ter-than-average degree of entertain- 
ment. 

Line, led and directed by Mary 
Graham Minor, steps to the ‘Barrel 
Polka’ with Milton Frank offering 
vocal] support. Sid Page then takes 
over as m.c. to introduce Charles 
Davis as the first of the standard 
acts. Davis offers a= paradoxical 
combination of a hokey costume and 
opening gag with some nifty tapping 
and acrobatic dancing. 

Grant Family is a foursome of hill- 
billies, now working without Barney 
Grant. who has gone vauce single. 
Act shows faulty pacing, but good 
bits of material in 


dancing, and bone-rattling of two 
lads. 
Gals are again inserted with a 


number backed by Frank’s vocalling 
of ‘Wishing’ and ‘Is It Possible.’ Sid 
and Peggy Page offer their standard 
act featuring a comedy routine of 


chatter and phoney magic, and wind- | 


ing up with Peggy’s terping. 

Novaline Payne, house _ singer. 
takes her inning with a torching of 
‘Devil and the Deev Blue Sea’ to an 
earned encore. She's to be a steady 
member of the bill and will evident- 
ly build a following. Shows a con- 
siderable range and personality to 
aid. 

Closing is delegated to Ted Wald- 
man and Suzi, home towners. Wald- 
man blackfaces with comedy and 
mouth organ to his wife’s straight 
foil. 

Film is of little aid on the marquee 
draw, but suitable to the type of 
family trade aimed at here with the 
25c anytime admish. Big problem 
faced by Manager Barney Joffee in 
putting over new policy is film fare, 


but house lived several years on pol- | 


icy previously, and opening business 


indicated favorable reception, Quin. | 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Timmie & Freddie, McCain & Ross, | 


Swan & Lee; Vivian Harris, Bonnell 
& Bey, Andy Kirk’s orch (15) with 
June Richmond, Floyd Smith, Mary 
Lou Williams, Pha Terrell, Dick 
Wilson, Ben Wailes, house line (16); 
‘Panama Patrol’ (GN). 

Considering the low nut and lack 
of marquee names, this week’s show 
Suggests the makings -f a smooth 
combo when the opening-day rough 
edges wear off. 
ing night (25), the Leonard Harper 
stager was running 85 minutes, about 
15 minutes overlong, which was the 
Main difficulty. 

Andy Kirk’s band is the topliner 
and acquits itself reasonably well, 
although it lacks the showmanship 
to go beyond such spots as this 
house. Musically, the orch goes in 
for numbers that are essentially in 
keeping with the band ode here— 
Swingeroo and plenty of it. 

The maestro is a retiring sort, 
leaving the spotlight fall upon his 
various band members and special- 
ists traveling with him. It’s a 15- 
piece crew, including Kirk and Mary 
Lou Williams, the only gal with the 
band. 


a composer and handles the band’s 


Other band specialists include 
Floyd Smith, guitarist, who has a 
Session at the Hawaiian guitar that 
makes it difficult for h'm to get off. 
Then there’s Miss Williams, at the 
lvori€s in an original number, and 


string-plucking, | 


When caught open- | 


She’s the pianist. introed as | 


Dick Wilson, the tenor sax, who in- 
termittently bobs up with a short 
solo. Pha Terrell is the band’s 
tenor, playing no instrument, and is 
in the romantic vein. Pipes are fair, 
|but tunes are too much along the 
|}same lines. His selections opening 
| night—four of ’em, including the en- 
cores—had lullaby effects upon much 
|of the audience by the time he 
| reached his final. 

June Richmond, formerly’ with 
Cab Calloway and a fave at this 
house, where she’s shown frequent- 
ly, is smash all the way with her 
singing, comedy, mugging 
|feigned terping. She makes ample 
|use of her heft, playing upon it for 
comecy effects. 

A faltering note lies in an occa- 
sional failing at this ho .2, the book- 
|ing of a white act. Bonnell and Bey, 
mixed team, would go big in any 
house, which they do here, due 
largely to the gal, but it’s a rather 
anomolous date since the house is 
primarily known for its colored 
shows. The gal, a blonde, particu- 
larly, is a splendid performer with 
| her contortions, the lad being more 
| or less of a stage wait while she 
;changes costumes. He taps and 
tn simultaneously. 





Timmie and Freddie are comedy 
tapsters, attired in the familiar Har- 
‘lem vogue. They gain applause 
more by practically knocking them- 
i selves out than by their dancing ef- 
forts, which are standard. McCain 
and Ross, here some months ago, are 
'an adagio team that has extreme 
|grace and finesse. They do well 
enough to warrant a second number, 
which is denied them in the manage- 
ment’s attempt to taper the show. 
Ben Wailes tenors in a short pro- 
duction number that includes the 
house line. 

Swan and Lee, with Vivian Harris, 
|a house standby, supply some ques- 
| tionable comedy in the Apollo’s 
| usual weekly burley skit, which is 
too long, wordy and could be cut 
| entirely to get down to the desired 
time. 

Biz Friday night only fair. 


MINNESOTA, MPLS. 








Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 
Jack Malerich’s Orch (18); Joe 
| Griffin; Lew Brock; Patricia Wynn 
| Dancers (12); Pedro & Luis; Evelyn 
| Wilson; Jans, Lynton & Dean; Ted & 
| Art Miller; ‘Should Husbands Work?’ 
| (Rep). 





Minus any names, this, neverthe- 
less, is a smooth-running, pleasing 
show with considerable entertain- 
ment value for the 15-30c bargain 
|scale. Malerich and his 18 musi- 
cians, on the elevated platform, get 
it off to a good start with a flashy 


|bers. Different sections have their 
usual opportunities for solo bits and 
there’s enough swing and _ lively 
tempo to make for showiness. Grif- 
fin’s robust tenor furnishes the vocal 
for a spirited rendition of ‘That’s 
Why Darkies Were Born.’ At the 
organ console, Malerich plays num- 
bers requested from the-audience. 

Lew Brock, m.c., introduces the 
acts and serves as a stooge during 
one of the turns. The 12 Patricia 
Wynn dancers begin the stage pro- 
ceedings with a precision tap and 
kicking ‘Farmerette’ number, a con- 
cession to State Fair visitors. Straw- 
| hatted girls tickle the optics in their 
abbreviated rolled-un overali outfits 
as they swing their brooms and 
cavort snappily. Gals pave the way 
{for Pedro and Luis, whose difficult 
balancing feats, handsprings and 
somersaults win a running fire of 
audience applause, 

Evelyn Wilson, 
enne, portraying an inebriated dame 
and relating in song how fire water 
affects her, gets her turn across 
without being offensive. Brock aids 
her with some laugh-studded 
comedy business. For an encore she 
burlesques a comic opera prima 
donna and tosses out additional mer- 
riment. 

Making their second appearance, 
|the Wynne girls disport in gingham 
dresses for a tap session that brings 
on Jans, Lynton and Dean, terpers, 
who carry on at a fast tempo. Jans 
and Lynton, man and woman, score 


and | 








ROXY, N. Y. 


—_-——_— 


Arnaut Bros 





the team, and the waltz acro siuff of 
{Olive and Shaver, 


Beg 


Sybil Bowan, in her impressions of 


for a solid sock. Ballroom work of | 


ring the bell’ 
(3), the Debonairs solidly and provide a cuie and en- 
(6), De Val, Merie & Dee, Dorn|tirely entertaining interlude. 
| Brothers & Mary, Olive Sibley, Gae off. 

| Foster Girls, Paul Ash house band; | 








New Acts 











DORN BROS. and MARY (3) 


‘Hotel for Women’ (20th), reviewed a Swedish prima donna, the cockney | Songs, Impersonations 


in VARIETY Aug. 2. 
There are those who believe that 
vaude died because it standardized 
itself to death. For these disciples 
the current Roxy flesh 
should be a treat. 


offering | 
_The bill opens | 
with a flash act which more profii- | legit 


eniry in the English bathing beauty 
contest (a new one here), the smart 
musical comedy dance routine, and 
the take off on Mrs. F.D.R., scores 
ihe usuai show stopper. 

Nazarro, takes hold with some 
okay gagging and double talk, and a 
vocal of ‘I Never Knew.’ 


6 Mins. 

| Roxy, N. Y. 

| As sampled here, this act is for 
the family trade. Two lads and a 
girl give out ballads to ukelele ac- 
companiment, and throw in a few 
jimpersonations for good measure. 
Warbling repertoire is based on such 


ably could have closed the proceed- | Brings on the Four Ink Spots next, | standard tunes as ‘Blue Heaven’ and 


ings. 


Two comedy turns follow on!a quick repeat here. 


Lads proceed 


each other’s heels without so much| to mop up with four-way harmony 
as a kick from the house line to| renditions of ‘What Are You Going 


the only soio warbler on the bill is 
used to introduce one of the comedy 
routines and 
shuffle, 
All 


the net results are better than the 
layout would suggest on paper. In 
fact, it adds up to family fare of a 
quite pleasant sort. 

The Debonairs, six fellows in full 
dress rigging, open with a little 
songology of innocuous calibre, from 
which they proceed into the strong 
section of their act—the dancing: 
Injecting a local angle, they have 
concocted a ‘World of Tomorrow’ 
routine which is clever and sure- 
fire. It’s not the usual angular in- 
terpretation of the machine age, but 
a potpourri of tapping, magic and 
satire. Well conceived and ex- 
ecuted, and good enough to have 
held down the end of the bill in- 


| stead of the beginning. 


Gae Foster girls’ first routine is 
short and snappy, but, as_ usual, 
badly lighted. Throughout this 
show, as well as all the other Roxy 
shows, they work under overhead 
lights with barely any illumination 


|from the sides and none at all from 





the foot of the stage. Lack of 
strength in the footlight sector is, of 
course, a drawback in showing off 
their shapely gams and in avoiding 
cross-shadows. 


Dorn Brothers and Mary (New 


Acts) are adequately spotted at this | 


point. Trio of youngsters, singing 
ballads to ukulele accompaniment is 
family diversion, but no lure to jit- 
terbugs. 

A difficult Gae Foster routine, 
with the gals enveloped in cumber- 
some hoop skirts, is a big help to 
this portion of the proceedings. It 


| winds up with Olive Sibley singin’. 


| This 


warbling ordinarily would 
merit a New Act notice, but under 
the circumstances the turn is so 


| clipped and so intertwined with both 


| the 


| follows, that_a review is impossible. 


arrangement of various dance num- | 


De Val, Merle and Dee (New 


is thus lost in the | 


, , te 
of which is_ distinctly not | 
| Standardized or ordinary, and yet! Accompanying support on celeste by | 


| break them up. Topping it all off,;to Do,’ ‘It’s Funny to Everybody 


| but Me,’ ‘Your Feet’s Too Big’ and 
| the inevitable ‘If I Didn’t Care.’ 
Vociferous demand for encore brings 
‘Who’ with interpolated Harlem 
hoofery and jive stuff. A knockout. 


Len Hobbs of house band, consider- 
able help and in the proper groove. 
Appearance of line in hoofing finale 
only way to stop applause and com- 
plete show. 

Biz okay. 


PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Cookie Bowers, Lorraine & Rog- 
nan, % Collegians, Chester Hale 
Girls (20); ‘Batchelor Mother’ 
(RKO). 


Burm, 








Though limited in number, acts 
currently are solid entertainment. 

Chester Hale girls (20) are back 
with three well routined numbers. 
Open show with a fast tap, with 
middle and closing being an inter- 
esting bower ballet and military 
number, 


girl, execute some excellent aerial 
work, Lorraine and Rognan, in 
their comedy and dance burlesque 
are plenty okay. Work with enough 
finesse to cover up a few blue pieces 
of business. Draw share of laughs 
and show they can also dance when 





Foster routine and the act that | 


Acts), who blossom out of the midst | 
of the Foster routine, are presented | 


in the best possible setting of the 
entire show, For a moment it looks 


las if the two lads and the girl are 
simply concluding the house line 
| routine with a short adagio. This 


buildup hes a complete element of 
surprise when the act turns out to 
be satire and knockabout comedy. 
Well received and rightly so. 

By simply ringing down the cur- 
tain, the Arnaut Brothers are ush- 
ered in. 


, turns on each other’s heels, but ac- 


| to 


singing comedi- | 


tually there’s enough diversification 
keep the bill from sagging. 
Arnauts are on 12 minutes (their 
usual stint is about eight), and they 
really have two acts rolled into one 


a bit with violins and their stand 
ard ‘bird’ number. Latter is great 
for this house and the Arnauts 


| really give it the works for okay 


results. 

Foster line closes with a number 
that calls for boxing gloves, a sham 
fight, and scanties. Maybe that is 
a bow to the Ambers-Armstrong 


| fracas, but its real advantage is that 


with a speedy knockabout acrobatic | 


dance which winds up with the male 


member swinging his partner swiftly | 


around by one foot. Dean is an ex- 


pert tap dancer, whose fast rhythmic | 


endeavors landed 
Speedy movement puts over this act 
nicely. 

Occupying the headline spot, Ted 
and Art Miller, one of them a 
gawky-looking rube, spread plenty 
of mirth. Many of their gags are of 
ancient vintage, but they have a dry, 


laughs. Fact that some of the pat- 
ter, songs and ‘recitations’ are off- 
color, however, lowers their rating. 
In between clowning they occasion- 
ally strum the banjo and ukelele. 
For a special ‘Fair Week’ finale 
| there’s a ‘Midway’ production nuim- 
| ber enlisting the services of Randy 


Merriman, house manager, who 
{doubles from the front to do a 
barker and pitch man bit. The 


appreciation. | 


sober comedy style that makes for | 


| utilizing 


it brings on a flesh display in a bill 
sadly lacking the femme angle al] 
the wav through. 

Running time of 53 minutes actu- 
ally seems much shorter, which 


called upon. 

Cookie Bowers is still among the 
peer’s of impersonators. His work 
has been greatly abused by radio 
ams, but Bowers sticks to characteri- 
zations that few can imitate. His 
impression of a tight dame undress- 
ing still is a howl. 

Biz very gocd supper show Friday 
(18). Loop. 


Union War 


Continued from page 37 


et the AFA pickets. Placards car- 
ried by both groups stated their 
unions are members of the AFL. 
Customers seemed confused by the 
contradictory signs, but business was 
reported holding up satisfactorily. 
Understood there are both AFA and 





—— 


| AGVA acts playing the spot. 


That makes two comedy | 


AFA succeeded in signing a con- 
tract last week with Ripley’s Oddi- 
torium, Times Square, N. Y., after 
its new affiliate, the International 
Alliance of Theatrical 
ployees (stagehands) had put pres- 
sure on the management. Establish- 
ment had previously refused to sign 
with AFA until its 
AGVA had been But 
IATSE officials were reported to 
have threatened to pull ou. its mem- 
bers working the spot, so 1 contract 
was signed, Pact was described by 
Ralph Whitehead, AFA executive- 
secretary, as the first ‘joint con- 
tract’ signed by AFA-IATSE. 

Since its expulsion by 
former union parent, the Associated 


dispute with 
ironed out. 


| Actors & Artistes of America, the 


is | 


evidence that the mixed ingredients | 


add up to something after all. Biz 
fair to middling on the last Friday 
show (25), despite rain, Edga. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug.. 27. 
Nazarro; Four Ink Spots; 
Sybil Bowan; Buster Shaver with 
Olive and George; Johnny Barnes; 
Baltimore Rockettes (20); Felice Iula 
House Orch (12); ‘Saint in London’ 
(RKO). 


Cliff 





Ballyhooed elaborately as ‘Eighth 
Anniversary Jamboree,’ this layout 


has been skillfully selected for talent | 
Mounting | 
Felice Iula’s pit band on stage and | 

the Baltimore Rockettes, | 
recent | 
Izzy | 


and effective playing. 


in 
‘Stardust Revue,’ 


local line of 20 featured 
home town 


| Rappaport has spliced a layout of 


standards into the doings for a} 
|strong and showmanly unit that is 
showing results at the b.o. | 

Cliff Nazarro, as m.c., weaves his 


Wynn dancers in Hawaiian, Egyp- | 


tian and Fiji Island regalia do 
snatches of appropriate dances a la 
sideshow exterior fashion. A thrill- 
|ing finish has Pedro of Pedro and 
Luis walking backward up a tight 
rope from the stage to the high bal- 
cony and then sliding down at a 
breakneck clip. 

Lower floor pretty well patronized 
at last Friday night show. Rees. 


way between the various acts, gag- | 
ging effectively and pacing matters | 
| adroitly. 


Following opening 


routine by line, Johnny Barnes, 
youthful tapsier, steps out with a 
brace of intricate heel and toe! 


sessions and starts matters off to a' 


considerable bang. 
Busier Shaver 


Is followed by 
with Olive and 


George, his midge duo of dancers,’ 


AFA was in a precarious position un- | 


til it was taken over by the IATSE. 


That gave the Whitehead union a 
powerful weapon in dealing with 
vaudeville houses and the larger 


niteries, since the stagehands could 
| be yanked if the managements re- 
| fused to sign contracts. 

| But AFA will by no means have 
| @asy sailing to dominate the vaude- 
nitery field. Even if it succeeds in 
driving most of the rank and file acts 
into its ranks, few name acis can 
risk joining for fear of suspension or 
expulsion by the Four A’s affiliates 


Four Collegians, three men and a} 


Stage Em- | 


its per-| 


‘Old Man River’ sung in straight, 
ballad style. Act eschews up-to-the- 
|minute tunes and jitterbug rhythm. 
Also no especial attempts at gown- 
ing. 

Singing is okay for its type. The 
impersonations, making for fair di- 
version but nothing startling, mimic 
Al Pearce, Lucky Strike’s tobacco 
auctioneer and Wayne King. Here 
again the choice of material is such 
that oldsters would appreciate it 
more than adolescents. 


The state of vaude being what it 
is, it is hard to judge why these 
youngsters picked angles that are 
aimed at the family trade rather 
than at the younger set and niteries. 
However, what Dorn Bros. and Mary 
do is done well enough. It simply 
happens to be aimed at a waning 
market. Edga. 


DE VAL, MERLE and DEE (3)j 
Adagio, Comedy 

6 Mins, 

Roxy, N. Y¥. 


This trio sells its wares capably 
by exhibiting a swell sense of tim- 
jing. They further help it along by 
arranging things so that it is well- 
nigh impossible to tell in advance 
whether the act is a real adagio act 
or a satire. Introduced at the end 
of a house line routine, De Val, 
Merle and Dee subtlely go into their 
turn in straight manner. 

Review files show several notices 
for De Val as an adagio exponent. 
That experience helps this. turn 
along plenty. The clowning and 
knockabout stuff is teed off with 
polish, and is not unravelled so fast 
that the speed obscures the actual 
comedy. One bit, in which the part- 
ners get themselves’ thoroughly 
twisted, is, despite its age, fresh and 
laugh-provoking because it is not 
rushed to death. Girl gets slapped 
around plenty, and there’s no lack 
of action, however. Looks good for 
| spotting on any vaude or nitery bill. 
Edga. 








| DIANNE 
| Songs 


| 11 Mins. 
State-Lake, Chicago 


Making her first professional stage 
appearance, this girl has strong po- 
tentialities. In early 20s, she wears 
good wardrobe well and, most im- 
portant, has a topnotch soprano 
voice. Sweet, not heavy. and capable 
of doing both classic as well as pop 
stuff. 

Things against her at the moment 

are unimportant. Heavy French di- 
'alect mars her @qietion a bit and 
she’s not auite at home on the stage. 
Both should be corrected after brief 


| 
| 
| 


seasoning. 
With appearance and ability, Di- 
anne should go big in_ niteries. 


Tone quality of her voice aualifies 
her for radio also. Hit solidly here, 
| Loop. 


s ie 
Big Y Coin 
Continued from page 1 
other $196,000. Columbia, which 
was worried about the picture, looks 
to net around $1,000,000 profit. 

The straight percentage deals are 
proving much better than the flat 
and percentage of the net deals 
which many of the actors and direc- 
tors have made with several of the 
companies. The percentages on these 
deals which are based on an intake 
of 170%, or 70% above a set cost, 
have not been so beneficial to the 
principals, as many of the pictures 
on which these deals have been 
made have just hit the break or take 
figure, or gone just a bit over. How- 
ever, the returns to the percentage 
gamblers has been nowhere near in 
proportion as that of the coin gar- 
nered by Berlin and Colman on 
these deals, 








| to which they may belong, such as | 


Equity, Screen Actors Guild or the 
, American Federaticg of Actors. 

As far as is known, the only name 
acts now in AFA are Sophie Tucker, 


president, both of whom are under 
suspension by the Four A’s unions 
for ‘disloyalty.’ Without name acts 
in its membership, the AFA will 
have a tough time organizing any 
class spots, since names are the es- 
sential of any strong bill. On the 
other hand, even with its name sup- 
port, the AGVA faces a stiff battle as 


hoof | long as the stagehands are in active 


| opposition. 
No Bar-Out Moves 
So far, AGVA has made no move 





to bar its members from working on | 


the same bill with AFA members. 
although it may take that step at any 


president, and Harry Richman, vice- | 





| time. AFA tried that move at La 
, Conga, N. Y. nitery, several weeks 


| ago, but the effort failed when the 


acts refused to walk out. In that 
| case, however, the management 


| final'y kept the AGVA act from go- 
| ing on. AFA had a contract with 
the spot, 

| What will or would happen if the 
unions take active steps to prevent 
| their memfbers from working on the 
same bills with acts from their rival 
| outfits is a puzzle. Whole question 
is complicated and contains many 
uncertain angles. Particularly out 
of town, the outcome is anyone’s 
guess. Just one thing appears to be 
certain. That is, that the employers 
are in the middle of the bitterest 
fight in years, 
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Producers Blamed for Pass Evils 
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‘Scandals’ Ticket ‘Buy’ Precipitates 
Wrangle Between Managers, White: 
‘Loans Are Defended by Producer 


A, 
vv 


FLEMYNG QUITS ‘COMEDY’. ‘Scandals,’ the first show of the 


| 
|new season, which opened at the 





Stating that the sale of passes is serious competition te the boxoffice, 
the League of N. Y. Theatres, in a letter to members, opines that pro- 
ducers and house operators themselves are to blame. Identities of 11 
persons peddling complimentaries are claimed to be known. 

Among the gentry said to be practicing the illicit trade are a whiskey 
salesman, a shoe clerk, a butcher and handlers of due bills, who, 
it is alleged ‘make more than a living’ through such ‘business.’ Their 
stock in trade comes from tickets given in exchange for notices or ads 
in suburban papers, bundles of punched ‘(tax exempt) tickets dis- 
tributed by the house and the complimentary list. 


Also, a tip on clothing sales 


Most Broadway Managers 
Holding Off Plans Pend- 
ing Solution of Stagehands- 
Equity Row—Cessation of 








, a bottle of Scotch slipped across the 


a 











window occasionally, 


a leg of lamb, 


a turkey or a ham sent over to 


the house have quite often resulted in the promise to ‘leave two in the 


name of so and so for tonight.’ 
particularly vicious, 
different. 


This is considered legitimate and not 
But when such courtesies are sold for cash, that’s 


Recommended by the League that passes given in exchange for ad- 
vertising be discontinued, it is being argued that such publicity prob- 
ably has little value. It’s claimed that one secretary to a drama critic is 


vetting substantial coin from free tickets: 
come by telephone from ‘officials’ and others. 
be checked back, it’s suggested. That the League adopt 


also, that phoney requests 
All such calls should 
a rule limiting 


the free list to working press and employes has also been urged. 








Broadway Brokers Seek Elimination 


Of Pass Sales: Push Refunds on Tax 





Ticket brokers, awaiting the new 
season, are devoting their time to 
relevant matters, including correc- 
tion of a pernicious practice, that of 
selling passes. They are also seek- 
ing the refund of money claimed to 


have been paid the League of New 
York Theatres in excess of the 
amount required, such coin being a 
3t2c per ticket, which went towards 
the enforcement of the code. 


+ 





Indicated that the managers will] 
make the refund. When claim was 
registered, the League put it up to 
Equity, since the latter is a partici- 
pant in the code operation. Equity 
tossed the matter back to the League 
Stating that if the managers wanted 
to comply with the brokers’ demand, 
the association had no objection. It, 
appears to be just a matter of when 
the two sides can get together. 
Brokers claim around $6,200, there 
being about $7,800 in the ‘enforce- | 


ment fund.’ 
Complaint about selling passes has 


‘Topped up from time to time, the | 
eae now entering the picture in | 
the expectation of stamping out the | 
practice. Cut rates have been af- | 
fected by pass-selling and other 
agencies are similarly in sympathy 


with the move. 
is done by 
as a racket 
Prices paid by recipients vary, but 
the usual rate is $1 a pair. Buyer is 
given a name which he uses at the 
boxoffice to secure the ducats. It’s 
doubtful that the ticketsellers are in 
on the scheme. Several manage- 
ments have clamped down on passes 
With instructions that care be exer- 
Cised in issuing such paper, in 
attempt to throttle the racket. 


Most of the practice 
telephone and is regarded 


‘VIENNA’ MAY REOPEN 
WITH NEW MATERIAL 


‘From Vienna,’ refugee 
which closed at the Music Box, 
Saturday (26) after 10 weeks, 
with new material. Show 
mild grosses but sufficed to 
help the refugees though the house 
operated in the red. with the staff 
dropped about $1,000 last week. 
‘Vienna’ cost very little produc- 
tively, while sponsors put up around 
$12,000. Contributors included Sam 


revue 
1 ae 
may 
reopen 
arew 





| 
| 


an | 
| week. 





M. D.’s Trailer 


Before trying out ‘It Shouldn't 
Happen to a Dog’ several weeks 
ago at the Long Beach, L. I., the- 
ucer Eddie Dimond and 
author Sidney Lieberman combed 


aire, pica 


the New York phone book to 
make sure there wasn’t actually 
a person named Dr. Max Him- 
melfarb, the central character in 
the play. 

Last week Dimond received a 
letter from a Dr. Max Himmel- 
farm, of Portland, Ore. Writer 
explained he had seen a review 
of the tryout in VARIETY and 
would appreciate a pass when 
the show reaches Broadway. 
Added he would ‘be glad if you 
would allow me to recommend it 
to my friends.’ 


Rumor B. 0. Men 
Would Quit TMAT 


or Stagehands 








A fiock of assorted rum con- 


the Theatrical Managers, 
and Treasurers union per- 
Broadway during the past 


ors 
cerning 
Agents 
meated 


treasurer segment had determined to 


duck out of TMAT in a body and 
secure a charter in the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployee the agehands union. Un- 
derstood that such a move was 
okayed by a showman whose pur- 
pose is to disrupt the union and 
therefore vet rid of the TMAT re- 
quirement that there be one house 
|manager for each theatre Before 
TMAT that showman had one man 
handle two or more houses, 

A special meeting of the TMAT 


H. Harris, Beatrice (Mrs. George S.) | 


Kaufman, Moss Hart, Irving Caesar 
and the late Sidney Howard. Under- 
stood there was enough left in the 
kitty to pay off when the show 
dropped about $1,000. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Stated that the revue would have | 


continued, but that the house was 
needed for the production of the 
new Kaufman-Hart play, ‘The Man | 
Who Came to Dinner,’ which will | 
have Monty Woolley in the lead. | 
Show is due to open in Boston Sept. 
25 and will then be brought back to 
the Music Box Oct. 10. 


“Why Do You Lie, Cherie,’ another | 


refugee show, set back some weeks | 


ago, is now due at the Adelphi, N. Y., 
Sept. 11, 


has such a charter ready for possible | 
| issuance, 
There are three treasurers on the | 


board was held Monday (28), when 
it voted to continue jurisdiction over 
treasurers and to resist any invasion 
of the fields it covers. Also adopted 
Was a 
dictional grab is attempted that 
TMAT will protest at the annual con- 


| vention of the American Federation 


of Labor to be held Oct. 2 in Cincin- 
nati. Also voted that announcements 
be sent the press denyMmg reports 
that IATSE had issued a charter to 
the treasurers, or is about to do so. 
| One report, however, is to the effect 
\that George Browne, IATSE head, 


TMAT board. It may be significant 
that none voted on the measures 
passed, though they denied that their 


(Continued on page 46) 


Some reports were that the} 


resolution that if any juris- | 


All Shows Possible 


H’WOOD B. R. HURDLE 


With war clouds over Europe and 
a stage labor battle impending, the, 
outlook for the 1939-40 legit season | 
is anything but active. There is but} 
little production stirring, most man- 
agers holding plans in abeyance be- 
cause of the stand taken by the 
stagehands union which may involve 
all actors. Equity may be particu- 
larly affected because of the impasse 
over Sophie Tucker and the post- 
ponement of the resumption 
‘Leave It to Me.’ 

The uncertainty of what may hap-| 
pen in the legit field, with the 
show’s reopening slated for Sept. 4, 
appears to have show business wing- 





Leaves for London Show, Tom Hell- | 


mere Replacing 





Robert Flemyng, who left the cast 





| 





of | 


| debut last winter in a 


of ‘No Time for Comedy,’ at the 
Barrymore, N. Y., sailed 
Saturday 
show. 
by Metro. 


last week, 


Possible he may return in 


(26) for London to do a/| 
Before leaving he was tested | 


the fall to do a new play for Guthrie | 


McClintic. 


Tom Hellmore, who made his U. §S. 
road tryout 
of John Golden’s production, ‘The 
Birds Stop Singing,’ went into 
Flemyng’s part in ‘Comedy’ Monday 
night (28). 


| part last spring, but nixed it then. 


| 
| 


ing. If the stagehands refuse to man 
‘Me,’ unless Miss Tucker is per-| 
mitted to appear, a cessation of all} 
shows is possible, including those 
| alre ady running on Broadway. De- 
| clared that if the stagehands strike 
| against ‘Me,’ every actor in the Coast 
| studios will be called out in retali- 

|ation, because there are many tech- 
inicians-on the lot belonging to lo- 


cals of the International Alliance of 
| Stage Employees. The IATSE, how- 
lever, states that own Offensive 
would be restricted tu Vinton 
Freedley musical. 
IA appears to 
retreat, while 


its 


ine 


too far 
unions 


have 
the 


gone 


| to actor 


(Continued on page 43) 


GOLD 


EN RECUPERATING; 








| 


' 
are united in opposing the encroach- | 


‘ voiced, 
of 


| He planed to the U. S. on the Clip- | 


per to rehearse, but indicated he will 
return to England at once in case 
of war. 





Equity in Denial 
Of Bias About 


arn Guarantee 


Criticism of Equity’s requirements 
guar- 
peen 


in the bonding of managers to 
has 
particularly among operators 
that 


antee payment of salaries 


summer showshops. From 


| source it’s claimed that Equity would 


‘SKYLARK’ OPENS SKED 


'frequently have 


John Golden, who was reported 
seriously ill, is appearing in his New 
| York office several hours daily, after | 
being home for a short time with a 
leg affliction. The producer last 
| spring required treatment for sev- 
|eral weeks when the membrane of 
one eye was penetrated. 
| Golden’s first show of the new 
season will be ‘Skylark,’ with Ger- | 


rude Lawrence 
Morosco Sept 


starred, due at the 
Date, 


28 


Play was tried out on the road last 
season and in summer showshops, 


Rotary stock companies for sum- 
mer theatres is being seriously con- 
sidered for next season, plans being 
outlined by several of the better 


known strawhat operators in associa- 
tion with Broadway producers, 
Should the idea materialize only the 
more notable rural theatres would 
be concerned, is the more obscure 
spots, usually in barns, are not 
adaptable to such presentations. 
Although a number of summer 
shows have moved from one spot 
to another intact, the rotary idea is 
somewhat radical for the sticks. 
Whether it will meet with the ap- 
proval of Equity is not certain, since 
it's assumed there will be fewer 
|actors needed, while for years the 


however, 
is dependent on the union situation. | cept 


accept bonds from only 
company, 


one surety 
situation 
bonding 
been 


Equity states that no such 
exists, explaining that the 
company generally used has 
supplying excellent service, to the 
welfare of players. This surety pays 
off claims within 24 to 48 hours and 
members are promptly paid, whereas 
most other companies defer payment 
for one to two months, not in- 
Equity 


and 
contested 
claims in court, 
Association’s staff declares it does 
not play favorites. It will not ac- 
salary guarantee bonds of 


other companies, however, unless 


| oOkayed by the legal department, 


'actors ret 


' summer theatres have been a refuge | 


for many members. 

As for name players, the country 
showshops have proved a revelation 
this summer. Feature picture play- 


ers have fared well particularly and 
some grosses have been comparative- 
ly sensational. Indicated that most 


Leading Barns, B'way Producers 
Consider Rotary Summer Stock 


Wood are 
engage- 
than on 


irning from Holly 
more assured of steadier 
ments in the country places 
Broadway, where the 
landing in a success are 

Under rotary. stock 
more than five spots could be in- 
cluded in one wheel. One such com- 
bination may fill the bill, but 
eral circuits are probable. The 
smaller stands certainly would not 
be included, nor any of the numer- 
ous ventures which have drama 
school adjuncts. That would indicate 
that the large sendosity of hideways 
will operate much the same as here- 
tofore. 

There is little doubt that rotary 
stock is an economical idea for the 
summer theatres, productively and 
otherwise. Aside from salaries, the 
only other major expense itern would 


chances 
risky. 
rules, 


Seve 


He was offered the same | 


| 


| Latter, however, 


Alvin, N. Y., Monday (28), is slated 


| to rip wide open the argument over 


Broadway theatre ticket control. 
Producer of the revue, George 
White, is reported having entered 


into a buy with the Associated The- 
atre Ticket Brokers, deal calling for 
300 tickets nightly for 12 weeks, 
Buys are prohibited by the League 
of New York Theatres—Equity code, 


that practice being regarded as the 
principal cause for charging ‘exces- 
sive’ prices. 

ATTA, which is comprised of a 
score Or more so-called independent 
brokers, is signatory to the code, but 
the arrangement expires tomorrow 
(Thursday), and the league, which 
has administered the control plan, 
has been unable to negotiate with 
the ticket people to extend the pe- 


riod because Equity formally de- 

ferred expressing itself as to fure- 

ther participation in the code. 
Equity has stated that the code 


would not be further acceptable to 
it unless radical changes were made, 
took time out from 
ts battle with the stagehands union 
to okay an extension of the code un- 
til Nov. 1, but the managers have 
not acted on that jroposal and the 
agencies were afforded a loophole to 
ae as they saw fit. 
‘Buy’ Kept Veiled 

Because the lapsing agreement had 
not actually expired, the ‘Scandals’ 
‘buy’ was kept under cover. After 
this week, however, there may be 
no secrecy about the deal. Agency 
people figure that they had the right 
to make the ‘buy,’ which supe 
posed to actually start Monday (4), 
since they will not be obligate. then 
by the code. Even if the code is ex- 
tended, they argue that the ‘Scan- 
dals’ matter is not an evasion by the 
same token. 

White always a factor 
situation in former 


is 


in the ticket 


seasons, when he 


actively produced in the $5.50 and 
$6.60-top era, is alleged to be seek- 
ing a buy of around 500 tickets. In- 
dicated that in addition to the blocks 


arranged for with the indie brokers, 


|} another 200 would go to McBride’s, 


Postal-Leblang’s and Tyson's, the 

three major agencies. Latter, it’s 

reported, have indicated they will 

entertain a buy if the deal with the 

other brokers is not interfered with. 

Reported detail. of the ‘buy’ with 

| ATTA include a wrinkle in the mat- 


| Brokers 


the 
may 


ter of 10% retu n_ privilege, 


bulk the unsold tickets, 


which would be returned to the box- 
office. That should be mutually ad- 
| vantageous and the chances of the 
|agencies being stuck with unsold 
tickets reduced. One agency may 
have four or more tickets unsold, 
which may be more than 10% of its 
allotment, while another may sell 
all on hand. So, by bulking the re- 
turns brokers with more than the 
allowed unsold pasteboards will not 


of 


not | 


be compelled to take a loss. 
League’s Contention 
League has contended that by 
eliminating buys that brokers were 
(Continued on page 47) 


Ruth Chatterton, Shuberts, 
Jessel Dicker on ‘Goldfish’ 


Ruth Chatterton, who owns the 
rights to the Gladys Unger-Marcella 
Burke comedy, ‘You Can’t Eat Golde 
fish,’ has contracted with the Shu- 
berts for a Broadway presentation of 
the play. George Jessel is reported 
trying to buy in. She figures on put- 





' ting it into rehearsal within a couple 


be transportation. Each house would | 


supply the productions, from uni- 
form plans and color schemes, s0 
that companies moving from one 
place to another would find the sur 
ngs virtually alike 


Y 
roundi 


of weeks if the actor-stagehand union 
situation permits. 

Show will be recast, only Miss 
Chatterton and Barry Thompson, the 
male lead, being retained. Thomson 
has for the last several seasons been 
with the Lunts. He will not con- 


tinue that ociation. 


© thal do 
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Although it is three months before 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. of N. Y. 
will resume operations, numerous 
engagements of singers and revivals 
are already being mentioned. 


Among them are Puccini's ‘Turan- | 


dot,’ not given here since 1927, to be 
heard with Mafaldo Favero, Maria 
Caniglia and Giacomo Lauri-Volpi, 
who, it is reported, will return after 
an absence of seven years. 


‘Butterfly,’ not heard last year, will | consist of Jessie Royce Landis, who 


become a Grace Moore vehicle, as 


will ‘Tosca,’ this marking the sing-| ter quit the show’s tour last season; 

| Louis 
Donizetti’s ‘Don Pasquale’ will be | Eleanor 

revived with Favero, and the return | Derek Fairman 


er’s first attempt at this role. 


to the house of Tito Schipa and 
Guiseppe De Luca. 


Verdi’s ‘Macbeth’ 
Rocea’s ‘Il Dibuk’ are also men- 
tioned as possibilities. ‘Boris God- 
ounov’ will be taken away from Ezio 
Pinza, and Lawrence Tibbett will 
assume the title role, with Gladys 
Swarthout as Marina. 


Miss Swarthout will also be heard 
in ‘Carmen,’ as will the last year’s 
rookie, Rose Stevens. ‘Faust’ will 
return to the repertoire, and Gene- 
veve Lipin, Alessandro Ziliani, Ey- 
vino Laholm, Lina Pagliugi and Sal- 
vatore Baccolini will join the com- 
pany. 

No War Fears 

Despite war fears in general show 
biz, the Met is not worrying. Of- 
ficials of the company point out that 
the vast majority of the company 
are Americans, either by birth or 
naturalization. 


| 


| are of the original cast. 
and Lodovicco ; 


| 


Met Opera Priming Itself for 3 
Months Hence; Engaging Stars 





Not more than a+, 


bare half dozen so-called stars are | 


likely to be lost, and replacements | 
are ready for them. 


| between the two. 


The important English artisis of | 


the house are Arthur Carron, tenor, 
_ and John Brownlee, Australian bari- 


a 








The Shubert, Newark, 
To Open With ‘Susan’ 


, —_— > Shubert 


Newark, 


Adams’ 
opens 


| show stock policy Labor Day with 


‘Susan and God,’ which John Golden 
produced on Broadway last season 
with Gertrude Lawrence. Cast will 


succeeded Miss Lawrence when lat- 


Natalie Schaefer, 

Nancy Colman, 
and Bob Burton. 
Miss Schaefer, Audley and Colman 
Burton was 
stage manager of the Golden produc- 
tion. 


Calhern, 
Audley, 


OK BIZ EXTENDS 
STRAWHAT 
SEASON 


Strong grosses over the latter part 
of the summer have led several 
strawhat theatres to extend their 
seasons. This is in contrast to the 
new season on Broadway, which is 
unusually tardy. However, there’s 
not believed to be any connection 





Bucks County theatre, New Hope, 
Pa.. was to have closed this week 
with Thornton Wilder in ‘Our Town,’ 


theatre, | 
its new legit road- | 


LEGITIMATE 





SS 


Engagements 


Sally Eilers, Edwin Gordon, Frank 
Wilson, Ollie Burgoyne, John Alex- 
ander, Joaquin Souther, Murial Wil- 
liams, Don Terry, Henry Norell, 
|Wister Clark, Vivian Vance, ‘Kiss 
{the Boys Goodbye,’ Cape Playhouse, 
| Dennis, Mass. 
| Alison Skipworth, Barbara Brown, 
Frank Lyon, Robert Perry, Louise 
Kirtland, Nancy Dunean, “Torechbear- 
ers, Lake Whalom theatre, Fitch- 
burg, Mass. 


SIDNEY C. HOWARD'S 
2 POSTHUMOUS PRODS. 


Despite the death of Sidney Coe 
Howard last week, the Playwrights’ 
Co., of which he was a member, will 
as far as possible carry through his 
various ' plans. His new play, 
‘Madame, Will You Walk”’ will go 
into rehearsal within a couple 
weeks for a Boston tryout beginning 
Oct. 9. It will be the firm’s first 
presentation of the new season. 





A second play, on which he was 
| working just before he was killed, 
; may be completed by the other Play- 
wrights’ members and produced un- 
der Howard's name. It is an adapta- 
tion of Carl Van Doren’s biography, 
‘Benjamin Franklin.’ It is not yet 
known how far the dramatist had 
proceded with the work, but if he 
had it fairly near completion, his 
colleagues will finish the job. De- 
cision will probably be reached late 
this week, when Mrs. Howard comes 
to New York for conferences with 
the other members of the firm. 


Another assignment the dramatist 
had promised to do was an adapta- 
tion of the Graham Greene novel, 
‘Brighton Rock.’ But he hadn't be- 
gun werk on it and, since it was for 
an outside management, the other 
Playwrights’ members will probably 
not take over the commitment. 
Howard recently completed the 
screenplay for Selznick’s ‘Gone With 
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SCANDALS | Miss Miller's exhibition of multiple 
tapping in the second part was a 
° > >» 
Revue in two acis, produced and mages further bid for popularity Othe: 
» ( re White. Masic by Jack ellen Pawe : ey at ws as 
py Ueorke White leele by Ja ee | hoofers who clicked—and the show 
Vid gldisait iiilug, Maiti Brooks, Maddie | 8 Strong in the dance department 
Dar nd White; dia ‘ i by Wil- | are the Knight Sisters with a duo 
im ok Wells ian Wh Wines, adagio routine. and Ros Wyse ir 
rles LeMuaire; settings Alber Joln- with June M nn : ! fons : » JP, 
pened Aug. VS at Alvin, N 7. ‘ os tt, also rom vaude- 
i ’top; regular seal Sioa ville, 
: W = Rt - - — Me eware,, = Comedy assignments are handle { 
Stoo . ben site’ Sidi sOn ’ t ATite~ r: i. ¥ 
7 Seem  aelealat iin silly Raves: mostly by Willie and Eugene How- 
| o Mattiues, Ross Wyse, Je, June {ard and the Three Stooges (Moe 
Mann, Kim Loo Sisters (), Knight Sisters | Howard, Curly Howard and Larry 
1(2), Harold Whalen lack Williams, Lois | Bj . . 5 4arry 
peg ad ; Neste Ree” wee | Fine). _ Trio has the next to closing 
| Mannat! Harry Stockwell Martha Bur- spot with the kind of lowbrow stuff 
nett, Christine Forsythe, Victor Arden and | that recalls their appearance with the 
Phil Wall at pianos. 


| The vogue of costly revues passed 
|} out some seasons ago, and It was not 
expected that George White, in re- 
turning from the Coast to Broadway, 
would present a production on a 
par with previous ‘Scandals.’ Show 
goes in for talent, is well dressed, 
has some standout tunes, distinctly 
rough comedy, but withal should do 
well. 


Out-of-town reports were that the 


particularly on the comedy side, and 
that seemed true at the premiere, 
yet there was plenty of laughter reg- 
istered by a cordial first night crowd 
that was anything but hand-picked. 
Showgirls sang that the show is a 
‘wholesome, refined revue,’ but didn’t 
spell the last adjective. 

The big moment of the perform- 
ance musically is at the first act 
finale, titled ‘Tin Pan Alley.’ Ella 
Logan espouses the classical, while 
Raymond Middleton, possessed of a 
fine baritone, Willie Howard, Mar- 
tha Burnett and Craig Mathues give 
forth with popular tunes that have 
become part of the land’s favored 
melodies. Number concludes with 
what may be rated a tribute to the 
late George Gershwin. 

Miss Logan’s ‘Are You Having Any 
Fun’ and ‘In Waikiki’ are among the 
best of the score, she counting with 


her warbling throughout ‘Good 
Night My Beautiful’ is another ditty 
that should land, sung by Harry 


Stockwell and Miss Burnett. 
‘The Mexiconga,’ touted as a stand- 
out and something new in stepping, 





show could do with better material, | 


| late Ted Healy. Yet they seem to get 
| away with it and also in some of the 
| off-color skits. The “Curb Your Dog’ 
| travesty, with Willie Howard, was 
|a bit too rough for Boston, particu- 
| larly the salute to Hitler when a 
| dachshund was led across the stage. 
In a skit called ‘Madame Du Barry,’ 
the Stooges get a fair amount of gig- 
gles, the interlude being suggestive. 
It is one of a number of appearances 
|for blonde Collette 

| given plenty to do. 

| Willie Howard and Miss Lyons are 
jin ‘Columnist at Home,’ characters 
| being Walter Winchell and wife. 
Comic, with gray wig, did not ac- 
tually attempt an impersonation, at 
which he is so adept, but emphasized 
the declamatory style of the writer- 
radio commentator, The Howards 
are funny in ‘There Must Be a 
Union,’ Eugene doing John L. Lewis. 
Brothers have but mild stuff. with 
‘Get It for Your Wholesale’ and 
‘Tel-U-Vision,’ Stooges are in the 
messy skit, “The Stand-In.’ with 
one’s map being decorated by four 
pies. Ben Blue is on twice, being 
best in ‘Yokel Boy’ with Miss Lyons 
as a hostess in a dime dance joint. 
Harold Whalen (Jans and Whalen) 
has two bits and a jitterbug number 
with Blue and Miss Lyons, which 
don’t get much. 

Biliy Rayes, who 

abroad mostly, is a 
monologist and a neat 
appearances helping the perform- 
ance. The Kim Loo Sisters, two 
sets of Chinese twins, born in Amer- 


Lyons, who is 


has appeared 
classy m.c., 
juggler, his 





ica, are on frequently with an- 


nouncements, something of a novel- 











love and the war barriers that keep 


| 
tone. Since the first named sang| but will remain lighted through | the Wind,’ but contrary to Broadway staged by White, served mere to | ty, but display little in a talent way. 
. & . - 2 p — Paper Mill layhouse, | renor os hes pans nb show off Ann Miller, the finest girl | Showgirl line has some lookers, 
but ce ‘ast r. and since the| Sept. 30. ape! 1 play se, | report, he had no other Hollywood : ; # 
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strongest, neither is not irreplace-| Current ill is “Pursuit Of © — in the Playwrights’ Co. will go to his} net beauty, displaying her supple | number, having flowing draperies 
able. Rene Maison, tenor, Belgian, | "€ss.’_ Next week's offering is ‘Pri- | widow, but it is doubted that she will) legs, is easily the show's individual | which permit plenty of flesh, visible 
could be substituted also. | vate Lives,’ with Eva Le Gallienne | take an active part in the affairs of| hit, house going for her in a big way. ' behind a scrim. Ibee,. 
It is the Italian part of the com-| and Rex O'Malley, and the week of | the group. wld ‘ ; _ 
pany which would be the hardest | Sept. 11 brings a tryout of Pearl $1,500 Memorial Prize 
hit Alessio de Paolis secondary | Buck’s ‘Flight Into China,’ with Howard’s interest in encouraging | 
tenor, Giovanni Martinelli, Nino) Zita Johann, Wesley Addy, Tonio|and developing young dramatists | ays LH) own 
Martini Carlo Taligabue, Galliano Selwart, Uta Hagen and Jose Fer- | will be perpetuated by his Play- 
’ ’ = . ’ . 
Massini, Ezio Pinza and several of T¢?- —— colleagues, Robert E. Sher- 
f - 3 - . in > 4 . © 
important sopranos are members of! Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y.,; Wood, Elmer Rice, S. N. Behrman 
the company. , | Stars Helen Twelvetrees next week piel gion cern Surviving | Victoria and Her Hussar | ane ag ener a dual role ~ 
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country of their birth. 
Swarthout’s Contract 
Gladys Swarthout has signed a 
Metropolitan Opera contract, 
being the 1lth consecutive year the 
contralto has sung at the house. 
She will study her new season’s 
repertoire for the next month in 
N. Y., and then launch the biggest 
concert tour of her career in the U. 
S., including performances of ‘Mig- 
non’ and ‘Carmen’ at the Chicago 
Opera. Her husband, Frank Chap- 
man, will be booked along with her, 
and is also due to sing in Chicago 
and in Boston. In the latter city 
they will sing in ‘Carmen’ together 
for the first time in their careers. 


Mpls. Sets LTC Plays 


29. 








p Minneapolis, Aug. 
Legitimate Theatre Corp.’s four 
roadshows, ‘What a Life,’ ‘On Bor- 
rowed Time,’ ‘Golden Boy’ and Eva 
LeGallienne in reportory of ‘Hedda 
Gabler’ and ‘Master Builder,’ will go 
into W. A. Steffes’ Alvin theatre 


here, instead of the regular legit 
roadshow house, the Lyceum. Alvin 
ig smaller and more intimate than 


Lyceum. 


this | 
|}Must Fall’; Miss Farrell will play | 


\be featured during the four-week 
;season of the Milwaukee Theatre So- 
ciety, opening at the Pabst Sept. 4. 
Montgomery will open with ‘Night 


‘Brief Moment’ during the week of 
| Sept. 11, and Horton opens ‘Spring- 
| time for Henry’ Sept. 18. During the 
| fourth week a new play, ‘To the End 


'of Time,’ by Myron C. Fagan, resi- 
dent director, will be played, with 
James Kirkwood in the lead. If the 
four weeks prove successful, ‘Thieves 
Paradise’ by Dr. William Sirovich, 
will be tried out Oct. 2. 

The Lunts will do ‘Taming of the 
Shrew’ around Oct. 15. Katharine 
Hepburn’s ‘Philadelphia Story’ is 
scheduled for later. 


‘L'ville Operettas Quit 








Louisville, Aug, 29. 

Seond annual 

operettas at Iroquois Amphitheatre 

finished its six-week schedule for the 
Schuberts with a deficit of $14,486. 


TanAnit 
Melicit 





-17 wn 
Vill pe 


liquidated 
fund of $ 


it 
26,795. 


by a 


With Deficit of $14,486 


summer season of | 


| TO REORG FIP ACTORS 


| A meeting held Monday (28) at 

the Longacre, N. Y., for the purpose 
| of reorganizing the Federal Theatre 
| Project, but not under Government 
| auspices, was presided over by one 

Prince Alexis Orloff, also known as 
| Walter Braun, who figured in a mix- 


up with Equity last season. Braun 
served table at the actors’ kitchen 
;in the Union Church, West 48th 


street, then ventured upon an abor- 
tive production scheme. 

| The ‘prince’ mentioned the forma- 
, tion of ‘a national theatre’ that would 
| be self-supporting. 


rey Frank, who produced ‘Pinoc- 


chio’ for FTP. He said he was pres- | 


oe to report on the plan to Hallie 
| Flanagan, who, he was careful to 
explain, has no connection with the 
move. 


| 
| 





BRIGHTON HAS ‘SUSAN’ 


Brooklyn, Aug. 29. 
Brighton theatre at the seashore 
was dark last week but is function- 
ing again with Esther Ralston in 
‘Susan and God’ this sesh 
Next k’ attraction ig 


week Gypsy 
Rose Lee in ‘Burlesque!’ 


apart Helen Gleason, in the name 
role, and Lansing Hatfield, Hungar- 


ian cavalry officer Action spans | 
| four countries. Other lead roles are 
|}handled by Robert Chisholm and | 
| Hope Manning, with comedy roles | 
being cared for adequately by 
| Charles Kemper, Billy Taylor and 


Doris Patston. Good support, too, is 
lent by Robert Betts, Al Downing, 
Frederic Persson and Arthur Kent. 
Operetta is enlivened by the initial 
appearance locally of Nimura, Jap- 
anese dancer. Singing and dancing 


chorus also click. 
| Outstanding songs are ‘Following 
| the Drum,’ ‘Pardon Madame,’ ‘One 


Girl in the World for Me,’ ‘Land of 
Song,’ ‘Do Do Mousie,”’ ‘A Modest 
Maid’ and ‘Star of My Night.’ Sahu. 


Los Angeles, Aug, 25. 


Comedy in three acts by Ande Lamb: 
presented by Ralph Paonesse; staged by 
Lamb; stars Virginia Pine: at Belasco, 
| Los Angeles, Aug. 25, '39: $1.50 tep. 
| (ast Eddie Gribbon, Rita Owin, Ina 
Lehr, Estella Weigand, Tew Lauria, Jack 


trdner, Don Orlando, Mare Linden, Hugh 
\3 ‘Arthur, Jim Coghlin, Galvin Ellison. 


: 
: 
i 





Another puerile effort at harpoon- 
ing the picture biz. Weak script 
nullifies any acting accomplishments 
and abounds with childish innuendo 
in satirizing characters and customs 
of the film industry, also being 
bogged down with pointless and bro- 
midie dialog 


Heaviest penalty falls 


on Virginia 


‘Thank Your Lucky Stars’ 


A speaker was'! 


| 
| 
| 





cellophaned, Hoke and hossplay run 


rampant, anything for a laugh, but 


| it staggers and careens from one 
sappy situation to another without 
| getting anywhere. 

falph Paonessa, who dabbles in 


theatricals as an aside to his lawyer- 
ing, understood to have had the 


owner of a drive-in market put up the 


coin. Which 
angeling 
profitable 
Thespis. 


i Play Abroad 
SITTING PRETTY 


London, Aug. 19. 


proves again that 
canned goods is more 
than bargaining with 
Helin 








Musical in two acts (16 scenes) by Doug- 
las Furber; stars Jack Donohue, Arthur 
Riscoe, Sydney Howard, Vera’ Pearce, 
staged by Herbert Bryan; music, Manning 
Sherwin; dances, Jack Donohue; presented 
by Firth Shephard, at Princess, London, 
Aug. 17, '39. 

Mary Pugh..ccceces - eeee- Patricia Burke 
PORE PORN scan ve csseecaseses ..Guy Fane 
Jimmy Gay..... cove Cecccces Jack Donohue 
Ciementina Tuttle...... osescess VOD Pearce 
WOT TUSCID.  c.0cetaceese Arthur Riscoe 
Wilberforce Tuttle.........Sydney Howard 


Team work is the main note 
struck in this musical. Theme 1s 
slender, giving scope for swift tran- 
sition from clime to clime and a se- 
ries of characterizations by the two 


comedians. The obtaining and re 
tention for one month of a job b 
(Continued on page 43) 
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Cavalcade Cracks Its Record Tops 


38,000 in 27th Frisco Wk.: Folies’34G' 
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San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
Disappointing aiid unexpected fuld- 
jng last week of ‘Great American 
Family’ at the Curran after only two 
weeks was counterbalanced by the 


‘BROWN DANUBE’ BLACK 


‘Anschluss’ Drama 


| 
. . : Denver, Aug. 29. 
exposition’s ‘Cavalcade’ snaring over | An average week for ‘Brown 
$38,000, heaviest since it opened 27| Danube,” story of the Nazi conquest 


weeks ago. ‘Family,’ quiet home 
saga dependent on word-of-mouth 
buildup, could not hold out against 


of Austria, at the Elitch summer the- 
atre here. Play, produced by Bon- 
fils & Somnes on Broadway last sea- 


the terrific rivalry of the Negro/|son, caused lot of favorable com- 
‘Swing Mikado’ next door, ‘White! ment. 

Cargo’ revival at the Alcazar, sold- Estimate for Last Week 

out, ‘Ice Follies’ at Dreamland, re-| , : Paneer oa 
juvenated Treasure Island and un- Brown Danube,’ Elitch (1,525; 
usual run of top-drawing films. It $1.25), Three sellouts in next-to-last 
will be followed at the Curran, after; Week of season brought $6,500. 
three dark weeks, by revival of ‘Des- Springtime for Henry, current, is 


ert Song,’ starring Perry Askam and | the finale. 
produced by Cecil Stewart, which 
opens Sept. 18. ‘Cargo’ revival by 
new Alcazar stock company, headed 
by Carol Nason and Mort Milman, | 
did surprising good biz at pop prices 
in its second week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Great American Family,’ Cur- 
ran (2d-final week) (1,770; $2.20). | 
Lee Shippey opus folded Saturday 
(25) night after a meagre $5,000 for | 
last week. Undecided whether 
ey ee Gn Ge prans oF | Project, has advised friends she defi- 

‘The Swing Mikado,’ Geary (3d | nitely is off the Government payroll. 
week ) 550: $2.20 i‘ Although down | It had been reported that she would 
$1,000 from preceding stanza, third| become an official of the National 
week's pull of $8,200. still plenty | Youth Administration and that the 
nifty for this Paul Posz reincarna-| latter's visual education department 
tion of the ex-Federal theatre’s would include some stage activities 
Treasure Island hit. Original scheme} of FTP. Mrs. Flanagan makes no 
to take company on the road Sun- mention of NYA and 
day (27) postponed when continuing | 
strong take justified at least two 
more weeks at the Geary. 

TREASURE ISLAND 


‘Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval- 
cade (27th week) (5,000; $1.10). Ex- 
po’s outdoor spectacle garnered over 
$38,000 to beat its own previous best, 
$37,900, established last week. For 
second successive week show nosed 
out parking lot concession as top 
money-maker on the Island. 

‘Felies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
torium (3d week) (3,300; 75c).| 
Frenchy musicomedy fell a bit from 
last week's high, but still nabbed a | 
rosey $34,000. 

REVIVAL 

‘White Cargo.’ Alcazar (2d week) | 

(1,250: $1.10). Still good for steady | 





Mrs. Flanagan, Off U. S. 
Rolls, Devoting Time To 
Writing and Lecturing 


Hallie Flanagan, ex-director 


of 
WPA’'s defunct Federal Theatre 


says she will 
devote the next year to writing and 
lecturing. 

For at least the coming semester 
she will not be on the faculty of 


in drama privi to the WPA berth. 
Mrs. Flanagan had secured a number 
of leaves of absence from the college, 
but was required to designate by 
April 1 last whether she would re- 
turn to Vassar for 1939-40. She an- 
swered negatively, believing then 
that FTP would continue. 

There are sporadic meetings of 
various ex-FTP groups with the idea 
|of finding out what chance there is 


trade after all these years. Sellouts | collect eolery in lieu of vacations 
becoming more common as ‘Cargo | which they lost through the FTP 
builds each week. Last session out-/| fold. However, the attorney who 


drew opener with fine $4,500, while 
current week will probably top this 


favorable reaction from Washington. 
bv several hundred. 


WPdAers in the 


‘OUTWARD’ WEAK $3,800 
IN FINALING IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 
Biltmore is again dark after two 
very ordinary weeks with ‘Outward 
Bound,’ presented on the Coast by 
the Stage League, in association with 
William A. Brady. ‘Great American 
Family,’ scheduled to follow, may or 


have as vet received no word as to 
whether they 


who had been on the payroll for 
months expires 
day ). 


tomorrow (¢(Thurs- 


‘TOBACCO’ A SMASH AT 
$13,300, 9 SHOWS, PORT. 


Portland, Ore., Aug 


| 
: | 29. 
may not come in. Opus, presented | fas i gts 
si P P ‘Tobacco Road,’ with John Barton 


by Homer Curran and Luther Green, 


in tl oad, registered sma: 13,- 
closed Saturday night (26) after two in the Jead, registered a smash $13 


unsatisfactory ‘weeks ot the Curran 300 in nine performances over five 
Sat Fr: m Yea — on ’ ey | Ways here last week at $1.65 top: 
san Francisco. Plan is to lay Off | particularly good, since Portland 
several weeks at least. |hasn’t been known to be a legit | 
‘The Mikado—in Swing’ continues} town, and way over advance esti- | 
to attract satisfactory grosses to El | mates. 
Capitan, where the all-Negro revue| It was a repeat for the show, hav- 
is now in its fourth week. ling played here several years ago. 


Unable to extend the stay because of 
commitments, show played a mid- 
niter Friday (25) for its finale. 


‘Thank Your Lucky Stars,’ farce 
starring Virginia Pine, Eddie Grib- 
bon and Rita Owen, debuted Satur- 
day (26) at the Belasco. _ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Outward Bound,’ Biltmore (2d- 
final week) (D-1,546; $2.20). Folded 
Saturday (26) to weak $3,800. House 
dark for couple of stanzas at least. 

‘Mikado—in Swing,’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood (R-1.465; $1.65). Keeping 


on profit with another 8,000, 
very good. 


Future Plays 


‘Mornings at Seven,’ new comedy 
by Paul Osborn, leads off Dwight 
Deere Wiman’s fall schedule. Joshua 
Logan will direct and rehearsals are 
planned for Sept, 1 A road 
will precede an Ocicber preem. 


siae 


tour 
‘Labor Pains,’ Mayan (6th week) 


(D-300; $1.65). Moved (23) after) ‘Death in the Dove-cote,’ Rosalind 
_ unprofitable weeks at the|Ivan's adaptation of Q. ‘Patrick's 
gene In for tentative two weeks | mystery novel, ‘Murder at the Wo- 
i co-op venture can make grade. | 


man's City Club,’ is to be produced 
in London by Basil Foster. Show 
will go into rehearsal within a few 


Last week, pretty bad $500. 


Holm Improving 


John Cecil Holm, who has been ill . 
for several months at Gaylord’s | 
Sanatorium, Wallingford, Conn., is | Current Road Shows 
reported considerably improved. He (Week of Aug. 28) 
'S understood planning to leave soon jedi: 
for Cape Cod to convalesce. 

Author of ‘Three Men on a Horse’ 


ess has been playing Mrs. Gibbs in 
various strawhat revivals of ‘Our 
Town’ this summer. 


‘Mikado in Swing’—Erlanger, Buf- 
falo. 


bee George Abbott) and ‘Four ‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
“ents a Word’ (upproduced), he is | more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 


Road’ —- ian, 


10t beliey : 
not believed to have any immediate 


: Metropol 
Writing plans, 


| 

| 

j 

| ‘Tobacco 
| Seattle. 


Elitch Geis Profitable $6,500 with | 


Vassar College, where she instructed 


to re-enroll on the WPA. A body of | 
300 supervisors is also attempting to | 


|the summer about to end, the agree- 
filed the claims has not yet secured | 


| theatre end who |} 
filed applications to enroll in NYA} 


are eligible, although | 


the enforced 30-day layoff for those | 
18 | 


days unless war breaks out. Author- | 


| 





New Scripts 











Fay Pulsifer has completed “These 
Sophistocrats’ and is already at work 
on the book for a musical comedy, 
‘Once Upon a Good Time.’ Hans 
Bartsch agent. 

William Henry Panean has com- 
pleted ‘At the Nosegay,’ 
with an English locale during 1772. 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
principal character. 

Jane Hinten has been commis- 
sioned by Dr. Saul C. Colin io trans- 
late and adapt Pirandello’s “Trovarsi’ 
for production this season. Rights 
for the play were formerly held by 
Gilbert Miller. Marta Abba is now 
mentioned to star. Miss Hinton, in 
private life Mrs. Howard Ellis Smith, 
is a film writer. 

Morley Callahan, novelist, has 
written his first play, ‘Turn Again 
Home,’ a drama, which Pat Duggan 
is handling. 

Samuel Taradash, who did the 
screenplay for ‘Golden Boy,’ has 
| completed a new drama, ‘Aftermath.’ 
om Duggan has it. 


1s 


| 








‘39-40 Legit Year 


| LC Continued from page 4! 











ment of the stagehands’ jurisdiction. 
, Late last week telegrams were sent 
,to every local to the effect that IA 
|had to give a charter to the disputed 
| American Federation of Actors to 
|‘protect the IATSE itself and the 
|locals were ordered to see that ac- 
itors joined AFA. Under the char- 
| ter given the latter from IA all per- 
|formers are included. Indicated the 
\1A is flaunting the order from the 
| American Federation of Labor to re- 
scind the AFA charter. 


The Hellywood B.R. Hurdle 
The new financing arrangement 
between Hollywood and Broadway 
is still in abeyance, although getting 
; nearer consummation as detailed on 


| page 2 of this issue. It had been 
j;confidently expected that a new 
financing accord between pictures 
and legit would at least start the 


wheels churning. 
tiations are due this week, princi- 
pally between the film proponents 
and the Dramatists Guild but, with 


Further nego- 


ment’s consummation is behind time. 
| There are other factors that may not 


be immediately important but, un- 
less there is an agreement reached 
soon, at least a portion of the new 


season's legit production will 


be further shelved. 
Pros and Cons on Strawhats 
Fertility chances for material and 
talent based on summer tryouts, in- 
dicate a difference of opinion among 
picture people. Film scouts say that 
the rural showings are better than 


plans 


usual, as was earlier indicated, but| 
others are not excited over the 
prospects. Known that several tal- 
ent hunters have flocks of tests 
scheduled. Seasonally there has 
been much ado over the events In 
the hideaways but Hollywood has 
obtained far more sustenance from 


shows regularly produced on Broad- | 


way than in the sticks. 


Managers generally have refused 
to strip off their coats and hustle. 
Legit producers association has a 


number of issues to be taken care 
of, but last week when a session was 
called quorum could not be se- 
cured. Another attempt will be 
made this week. The showmen have 


<> 
« 


the authors’ agreement to mull if 
and when the new pact is whipped 
into shape, also a revision of the 
contract with the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers, in ad- 
dition to which there is the ever 
recurrent ticket situation 

Producers want to see the atmos- 
phere clarified before concentrating 
on the presentation of shows and 
becoming tied up with contracts that 
may be financially embarrassing. 
Starts of the new legit seasons have 
been late of recent years, but ac- 
cording to present conditions it is 
difficult to predict when managers 
will really get into” stride’ for 


1939-40. 
Father Divine Satire 
To Get Havloft Tryout 


Marguerite Hurter has finished ‘Hi 
Angel,’ a satire about Father 
Divine; it will be given a straw: 


|; hat tryout at Woodsv.ock, N. Y., next 


month. Eddie Green, the original 
Ko-Ko in the ‘Hot Mikado,” is men- 
| tioned for the part of ‘God’ and 
Georgetie Harvey is being consid- 
ered for ‘Faithful Mary.’ 

Arthur Hanna s agenting the 
j script io Authors & Ai 


comedy | 


the | 


| 


Weather Relief Ups Bway B.0.s; 
‘Scandals’ Chances OK, ‘Hellz’ 296, 


Paris, Way’ Improve to $21,000 


—2 





Ethel Barrymore Play 
Off at Maplewood, 5G 


Maplewood, N. J., Aug. 29. 
Ethel Barrymore in ‘The Constant 
Wife’ did not fare as well last week 
at Maplewood theatre, Maplewood, 
N. J., as she did in ‘Whiteoaks,’ in 
which she starred here a few weeks 
ago. Intense heat was a factor. 
Crix loud in their praise, however. 
Current is Edward Everett Hor- 
ton in ‘Springtime for Henry.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Constant Wife,’ Maplewood (1,420; 
25-$1). Fell short, doing $5,000. 


SCANDALS’ 226 





Boston, Aug. 29. 

As ithe second week of George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ tryout here pro- 
gressed, business built to a high pitch. 
Along with the b.o. build-up, the 
musical improved through revision 
and re-routining and there’s more 
optimism about its chances in New 
York. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘George White’s Scandals,’ Shubert 
| (2d-final week) (1,590; $3.30). Passed 
last week’s tally and left town Sat- 
urday (26) with a very hopeful com- 
plexion. Strong $22,000 for final 
frame. Opened last night (Monday) 
| at the Alvin, N. Y. 


‘Casa Manana, Nee Earl 
Carroll’s, N. Y., Into Stores 


Former Ear] Carroll-Casa Manana 
theatre on Seventh avenue and 50th 
is slated to disappear as Broad- 
way house this fall. 





a 


plans for 
| into stores. 
atre would 
room. 

Before planing back to the Coast, 
Carroll looked over his former spot 
|He said he would be interested in 
combining his two Hollywood floor 
shows for the Broadway house, if 
$100,000 were supplied to do over 
the theatre interior and take care 
of further production 
| Lee Shubert is said to be interested 
in such a venture, and is mentioned 
as agreeing to put up $35,000. 


Play Abroad 


SITTING PRETTY 


(Continued from page 42) 
two 


converting the property 
Upper part of the the- 
be turned into a ball- 











the work-shy relatives of 


a 


wealthy man, to qualify for sharing | 


his fortune, provide several ludic- 
| rous situations. 
Patricia Burke, the ingenue, in- 


terprets her role with sincerity. She 


has looks, grace and charm and a 
pleasing voice. Jack Donohue, as 


her romantic interest, dances nimbly, 
and should stick to the terps instead 
of singing. 


Sydney Howard and Arthur Ris- 
coe are very effective in the lead 
comedy roles Vera Pearce, less 
heavy than hitherto, is surprisingly | 


agile and gets a lot of comedy 
of her bulky, breezy personality. 
The chorus—surely the spright- 
liest and prettiest in London—in ad- 
dition to its dance routines, attempts 
acrobatics and even mild rope-spin- 
ning. With nifty costumes and ar- 
istic settings, this show looks set 
for a _ successful tenancy at the 
Princess, Clem. 


out 


‘CHILDREN’ UP TO 146, 


CHI, AIDED BY PARLEYS 


Chicago, Aug. 29. 

‘My Dear Children,’ with 
Barrymore, now in its 17th week at 
the Selwyn, continues to do profit- 
ably. Grosses boosted two weeks in 
a row, last one by the Eagles and 


' American Federation of Radio Art- | 
ists conventions, both giving show a | 
No other shows in sight | 


good play. 
until latter part of next month. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (16th 
week) (1,000: $2.75). Exceptional for 
} this time of year, $14,000. 


IN HUB FINALE 


M. Shapiro & | 
Sons, Inc., lessors, have drawn up | 


requirements. | 


John | 


The new show fare for September 
is sO meagre that Broadway will vir- 
tually have a bye month, even 
though the union situation becomes 
clarified. Several premiere possibil- 
ities are listed; yet there are only a 
couple of productions in rehearsal, 
while one show which tried out Jast 
season is ready but not slated to de- 
but until late in the month. 


This augurs well for the holdovers. 
Attendance is on the upturn, as indi- 
cated by last week’s grosses. Best 
break came with the ending of the 
heat wave, which lasted 27 days, re- 
lief coming last weekend. The list 
retains 11 shows, one, ‘From Vienna,’ 
having stopped at the Music Box 
Saturday (26), while the first in- 
comer, ‘Scandals,’ opened at the Al- 
vin Monday (28). Revue drew ea 
mixed press, but is expected to be a 
money show. ‘Scandals’ had $7.70 
preem, regular scale being $4.40 top; 
same for ‘Streets of Paris.’ 

Another factor favoring Broadway 
is a marked jump in the number of 
visitors, partly evidenced in the 
boost in attendance at the World’s 
Fair on Saturday (26) and Sunday 
(27). Along Fifth avenue on Monday 
(28) cars carried license plates of 22 
different states, while early this 
week the railroad stations were 
| jammed with arrivals. 

‘The American Way,’ which picked 
up last week, reduced the top from 
$3.30 to $2.20, starting this week. 
Since resumption, the patriotic 
drama has been drawing under ex- 
|pectations, but the new pop scale 
should improve attendance. 

Resumption of ‘Leave It to Me,’ at 
the Imperial, is scheduled for Mon- 
iday (4), but there’s some uncer- 
‘tainty because of the suspension of 
Sophie Tucker, featured in the mu- 
sical, by Equity, and the threat that 
‘the stagehands will not operate the 
show. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Ulinois,’ Plymouth 

(46th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Ex- 
‘pected to continue into October, then 
goes to road with Raymond Massey 
back in the cast; business just fair, 
around $6,000. 








| 





‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(50th week) (R-1,671; $3.20. Ap- 
proaching the year’s mark and 


' strong enough to go through another 
season; some performances drawing 
limit in standees: over $29,000. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(20th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Has 
another four weeks to go, then tour- 


ing; up last week with takings 
|! quoted around $12,500. 
‘Seandals,’ Alvin (lst week) (R- 


1,387; $4.40). Presented by George 
White: revue came in Monday (28) 


from out of town showings with 
varied reports; $7.70 top for pre- 
| miere. 
| ‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (11th 
| week) (R-1,116: $4.40). Looks set 
| well into new season; went up with 
field last week and came close te 
$21,000, plenty okay. 

‘The American Way,’ Center (27th 
week) (D-3,433; $2.20). Scale re- 
duced from $3.30 this week; ex- 


| pected to spurt; was better by nearly 
$1.000 last week for $21,000. 
| “The Little Foxes,’ National 
week) (D-1.164; $3.30). Was under- 
quoted; picked up to $11.000 last 
week and is expected to play until 
| first of vear. 

‘The Philadelphia Story.” Shubert 
(23d week) (C-1,367; $3.30). An- 
other holdover that should last until 


(29th 


late fall; rated around $17,000; best 
monev among straight plays. 

| ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (299th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Making 
ome money and still fieuring on 

| breaking Broadway's run_ record; 
around $4,000: okav because of low 
ne. 

‘Yokel Rov.’ Maiestic ‘Sth week) 
(R-1.197: $3.36). This major musical 
doesn’t cost much to onerate: further 
improvement claimed Jast week 


when ti went over $16,000 
ADDED 
‘From Vienna.’ Music Box 
Saturdav 
mild week 
‘Pins 
week 


king 


Closed 
(25) after plaving 10 rather 
s: around $3 5N0 last week. 
and Needles.’ Windsor (91st 
(R-981: $1.65). Picking up 
again: another holdover that may 
last indefinitely hecause of low-cost 
| operation: quoted around $6,090. 


‘Mikado’ to Test Licht 
Opera in New Orleans 


New Orleans, Aug. 29. 

| For the first time open-air light 
opera will be produced in New Or- 
| leans when the Light Opera Festival 
}opens a nine-night season Sept. 2. 
Performance will be Gilbert and Sul- 
livan’s ‘Mikado,’ with a cast of 75 
professionals now in rehearsal. Will 
| be staged at the Open-Air stadium. 

| Jf show is successful b.o0., associa- 
| tion plans a 12-week summer season 
‘for next year. 
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MARRIAGE ROYAL 


Newport, R. I., Aug. 24 


| 


ynedy in three acts (four scenes) y 
Robert Wallsten; staged by Agnes Mor- 
gan; settings, Emeline Clark Roche, song 
Richardson Meyers; lyrics, Mddie He) ’ 
presented by The Actors-Matnagers, I) ut 
the Newport Casino theatre, Newport, KR. ! 
week ot At yi 
Castorp bpkesas ...-Edgar Kent 
Lorescu Philip Tonge 
Plaron 7 truehistein.....Reginald Mason 
Th Poveill Watson 
Franz Leopold..-.cccccccee Richard Waring 
Czira Kor ! er .-- Doris Dal 
Blexander Vil..+secscees vee. Herbert Yost 
Ka is «Charles Tr ] 
You i CriCe. ccocves Ferry V on 
M n-Wa 6 16520 kew ke Nancy Spet t 
Ist LINANecccccecs James Orme | 


George Ellis Macht 


There's little new here, but Rob- 
ert Wallsten has cleverly mingled 
the problems of age and youth in 
this combination of olden and pres- 
ent-day problems of royalty in this, 
world of encroaching dictatorships, 
which will stand it in goed stead as 
far as its Broadway and Hollywood 
future is concerned. 

The comedy depends considerably | 
on its talky aspects, dialog is witty | 
and play is paced well. ‘Marriage | 
Royal’ depicts the problems faced by 
exiled royalty when the dictator of 
a neighboring country finds he can 
use them to further his aims, and 
— won't take no for an answer. 
Jot presents Theresa (Lucile Wat- 
60n), whose tranquil exile is sud- 
denly shattered by threats of con- 
centration camps, ete., if her son, 
Crown Prince Franz Leopold (Rich- 


ard Waring), is not married to | 
Yoanna Beatrice (Perry Wilson), | 


daughter of puppet king Alexander 
VII (Herbert Yost). In return for 
the marriage the Queen’s throne will 
be returned to her under the dicta- 
tor’s protectorate. 

Theresa signs the marriage con-| 
tract but Franz upsets the applecart‘ 
when he returns from the university | 
and announces he’s going to marry | 
Czara Konstanz (Doris Dalton), an | 
actress. That seques into further, 
complications, winding up with 
Czara's sacrifice in giving up Franz | 
and latter’s marriage to Yoanna. 

Show is exceedingly well cast. | 
Exceilent performances are turned | 
in by Miss Watson, Yost, Philip 
Tonge, Waring, Miss Dalton, Regin- | 
ald Mason, Edgar Kent and Wilson. 
Miss Dalton’s rendition of ‘I Smile 
in My Sleep’ is effectively done. | 
Yv:riod costumes are excellent along 
With Emeline Clark Roche's 
Ably directed and- merits further 
consideration. Malo 


sets. | 
} 
| 
| 
| 


WE THREE 


Gloucester, Mass., Aug. 26. 


Comedy-drama in three acts (6 scenes) by 
Reginald Lawrence, presented by Bass | 
Rocks Theatre; features Norma _ Terris; | 
Btaged by Reginald Lawrence; seiting, Paul | 
Cad rretce 


at Bass Rocks theatre, Glou- | 





cester, Mass., Aug. 25, °'S9. 

A es Se eee Sam Main 
pn eer eebeees6840%40a8 Leila Ernst 
Leon...... ccoccccceccces-- Blake Johnson 
Viola Pierson..cccsceeees-Sherrard Poilard 
Marie Roux £606 sRes 05 Rosemary Carver 
eR rr er aa eee ae Gene Kern 
Madame Roux..Doris Bramson Whitehouse 


Lady Grace Pierson.. eocedks 


Te »Lillian Tonge 
Alexander James, Ph.D........James Todd 
BOOK FRIMNES. cccccsccesssocese norma Terris 
Jack O’Mara...ccccecccccces- Anthony Ross 
Vincent Terrill....cccccsees Williain Mowry 
Ninette ees eoccceces- Harriet Rrown 
me POR. + keene vccees eseeseshiChard Wilson 





With ‘We Three’ Reginald Law- 
rence, author of ‘If This Be Treason’ 
and ‘Men Must Fight,’ attains the 
stature of an impressive playWright. 
All this play needs is a producer 
and a theatre with plenty of seats. | 
Title is not to be confused with the 
Same one used in the film adapta- 
tion of Lillian Hellman’s ‘Children’s 
Hour, Broadway bit of several 
years ago. 

‘We Three’ has everything neces- 
sary for stimulating entertainment: | 
from the players’ angle, it’s a.natu- 
ral. Laid principally in the locale 
of a middle-class Brittany inn and 
its environs, the triangle theme} 
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Currently Appearing 
SAVOY PLAZA HOTEL 
NEW YORK 

Held Over Until October 19 
OPENING LAMAZE 


HOLLYWOOD NOVEMBER 


Per. Mgr.—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 














~~ the experience of a happy, 
i contented wife of a U. S. college pro- 


|tion of resuming next winter's rou- | 


| O'Mara. Lady-chaser O'Mara bristles | clicked in the U.S 


| much zest. 


GASLIGHT 


fessor. Until Jack O'Mara, a blus-| Saratoga Springs, Aug. 23 
tering, boisterous, young Irish ad- Melodrama in three acts by Patrick 
venturer sails into the resort town, | stamilton, | presented by Joan eee 
Meg James asks no more than the! p j-ace- staced by Cheater Erskin. at the 
reflections on her eight years of Spa theatre, Saratoga sy sa, N. ¥ vpene- 
placid matrimony and the expecta-| ims Aus. 21, [39 ee 
Mis. Manninehan rodia Morgan 


Mr Manningham John 


tine with the college faculty On @ > Mr Rouch........ . wae 
Michigan campus. Nan re Sundstrom 
Alex James, the professor, first | @!izabeth eee M Gildea 


meets O'Mara and his sidekick, Viti- 
cent Terrill, in the bar and he basks 
in the sunshine of their conviviality 


Despite local opinion, ‘Gaslight,’ 
imported from London, is not a Broad- 
to the extent of lending the strang-! Way possibility Short-cast play, a 
ers 200 franes. When Meg comes to, One-setter, is billed as a_ thriller, a 
eall her husband she flagrantly snubs | type of meller which has_ rarely 
Fred Ellis and 
operators of the 

well by John 
in furnishing the 


and impetuously bets his pal 100, Hope Lawder, 
franes that he will take her down | Classy theatre, did 
off the high horse in a most intimate | Wildberg, however 
manner. | production. 
Brushing off rebuffs with counter- ‘Gaslight’ is a psychological drama, 


attacks of Irish charm, O'Mara ul- | stemming from the British playwrit- 
timately triumphs. He then sails/ing vogue created when “Night Must 
away in a storm and to apparent! Fall’ first gained prominence over 
death, Meg being left to struggle there. If that play, though a popu- 
with her conscience. Two years|lar stock drama, and one or two 
later the Irishman reappears in) others similarly imported could not 
Michigan to tell Meg he had camou-| get across, it’s hard to figure how 
flaged his real feelings for her, com- this new play can ring the bell. It’s 


plicating the situation so that she, not well written and much of it is 
plans suicide. Alex senses her dis-| unbelievable. 
traught condition and urges her to Sto.y unfolds in the living room 
free her mind by telling him what) of an English home, that of the Man- 
he had intuitively known all along.|ninghams, man and wife, who with 
Thus, Meg realizes that her repressed | maids and a Scotland Yard sergeant 
confession had been the only bar-j|are the characters. For years the Yard 
rier to resumption of her former, had been working on the solution of 
happy mental relations. the wife’s murdered kin despite the 
On the fringe of this main plot/insistence of the husband that the 
and ! women 


are a number of interesting died in an insane asylum. 
plausible characters whose move-;| Throughout the play he instills in 
ments skillfully dovetail and add/his mate the idea that she, too, is 


Norma Terris plays with 
consistent conviction her Meg James 
and develops both serious and light 
moods with equal finesse. Anthony 
Ross brings plenty of vigor and 
realism to the blarney Irishman, a) 
role that could be easily overplayed. 
Lillian Tonge excellently plays Lady 
Grace, James Todd's college profes- 
sor is very human and understand- 
ing and Rosemary Carver's French 
maid is bright and romantic. Miss 
Carver impresses as a young actress 
of intelligence, with good _ back- 
ground, firm footing and good pros- 
pects 


losing her mind. 

Manningham is finally disclosed as 
an assassin. His purpose in marry- 
ing the girl was to get possession of 
rubies, secreted in a locket for a 
time, but which had been removed 
by the wife and placed in a vase, 
apparently with no idea of their 
value. Business of openings desk 
drawers and finding the locket and 
the gems seems crude detective 
work, while the supposed rubies are 
so small that their announced value 
seems incongruous. Villainous hus- 
band is taken to the pen after a 

; : phoney attempt to escape. 

The only miscasting was that of; John Emery as the sinister hus- 
Richard Wilson, playing Meg’s/pand is given to strutting. There are 
father, a personality some 40 years | prolonged scenes between him and 
beyond his own age. This was ob-| Cjaudia Morgan, who plays the suf- 
viously a typical strawhat problem | fering wife to better effect. Same 
occasioned by casting limitations. | goes for the interludes with her and 
This is no reflection upon Wilson's | 4 P. Kaye. the detective Latter 
ability, however, for he displays spoke too low in Act I when caught, 
good understanding of his role, but/inq Jater appeared to need further 
simply could not always subdue his | -ehearsing Fiorence Sundstrom. as 
youth to project the age of Dr. Folk.| je of the maids, makes the charac- 

Fox. ter somewhat attractive 


Play gets title from the room 
TWO BOTTLES AWAY) 


lights, which grow dim at times, in- 

dicating that someone is prowling in 

Marble Dale, Conn., Aug. 26. search of the jewels. Play’s draw in 

Comedy-drama in three acts by Jean | London was to modest money, hav- 
Archibald Hansl; staged by Cledge Rob- 

erts; setting, Henry C. Klinger; presented 








ing a low operating nut. Script is 
| being revised and current date is in 





have remained in coffers of his es- 
woods, this outfit presented two try- | ae on Fag eegeec were Ro 
outs and came out with a batting| Ue merit. Its too pre-ly2y in situa- 


average of 500—one possibility, one | tions and dialog for Broadway, while 


by and =«6©.at)36 Theatre-in-the-Dale, Marble é 
Dale, Conn., Aug. 23-26, ‘3%. Newport, R Ibee, 
Kenneth Warren...cccccese Cledge Roberts 
Claire Warren. »oee-Maribelle Redfield 
Matred Cushing. .s..ssss++e-Helen Bennard | WITH ALL MY HEART 
Bruce Whitmore......-.....Keith Gunther | 
Edward Darclay......Raymond Van Sickle | Ogunquit, Me, Aug. 28. 
— "eee, ; shes -Ruth rhea F rd | Comedy by Austin Parker, presented by 
Mr. ] aii eteentes See eee Ogunquit Playhouse; stars Glenda Farrell; 
y net 1 eeeeeeeree 4 4awr cea Mavhouse. Ovunagault 2 opent 
poe cccccescccJ. Dougias Gessford - oo use, gunqui Me., opening Aug. 
LOOPS 6600000086008 npbeheees soe Seen OO 
MAISI$?. .coccccccccesccces Patricia Maynard | P 
eae | This seven-year-old, written by 
. | ‘ $j > rer ig > 
Last summer. in its first strawhat| the late Austin Parker, might better 
| 


season in these Connecticut back- 


|turkey. This year, in its single| unhallowed theme nixes it for Holly- 
break-in, the fowl cops the ful] | Wood. Well-paced staging and one 
100% or two good performances keep it 


: ; from being a total loss 

Author, a one-time trouper, has} Damian O’Flynn plays an expatri- 
failed largely because of inability te 'ate American composer, _ illicitly 
spread a one-act idea over three/pbunking in Paris with a femme 
stanzas. Actua playing time is only | painter from New Bedford, Mass., 
slightly over an hour; its chances | jatter played by Glenda Farrell. His 
are slim. Boozy pal (Boyd Crawford) arrives 

Play contains flashes of merit,|to announce that the Cleffer’s pre- 
with interludes of good common-|viously accommodating wife is in 
sense dialog relative to the modern| town on the remake, and predicts 
generation. Story tells of a young] complications. Balance of play is 
couple, the Warrens, living far be-| proof that the bibulous loafer didn’t 
yond their means. It’s the familiar | know the half of it. It all ends with 
case of installment-buying and when} O’Flynn set to convert Miss Farrell 
payments lapse, one household ar-| into an honest woman. Sudden ar- 











ticle after another disappears via| rival of Miss Farrell’s New Bedford 
the collector’s van. Wealthy Uncle | parents effects the switch 

Ed Barclay pops up and the kids} Plot is trivial. However, a line or 
try to work him for a financial! two still shines. O’Flynn fails to 
saviour, but instead of coin all they impress favorably, while Miss Far- 
get is a lecture on not having the|rell is out of her depth here. Craw- 
nice things in life till you can afford | ford does well with the best lines. 
to pay for them. Barclay eventu-| Others are adequate. “our sets are 
ally repents and offers to square the |} mediacre. Don. 


MAGAZINE PAGE 


family debts if the couple will settle 
down on his Vermont farm and op- 
erate the place. The pair are about 


to accept when the mail arrives, Westport, Conn., Aug. 28. 
bringing a circular advertising a Revue in two acts (22 scenes); presented 


by Westport Season of 


1939, Ine.: features 
Sheila Barrett, John 


world cruise at bargain rates, and | 


H »ysradt ° 


j ey . 4 ry } staged by 
curtain finds the kids abandoning} John Haggoit: at Westport Coun - plea 
the bucolic plans and slipping back! house, Westport, Conn, week of Aug. 23, 


pi 


into their old ways by trying de 

work out a scheme to finance the) povyuers 

world jaunt. | degarde 
Play gets its title from the younger | ?°"!* 


Sheila Barrett, John Hoysradt, The 
Francis Carlyle Hil- 


Halliday John Mimi 


Cene Kelly, 


O'Connor, 


generation’s method of reckcning | 
5. ad Ss! AS , r Ae "tor 
distance by checking the amount of | pie 5 Orn Rieertorn, Se arti A 
liquor normally consumed while | : Eales aise cy ae 


: . reaviTa vy nicl 9 
; driving from one point to another, | T¢Vue Monday nignt (28) to a = 
All of which is a rather ambiguous | erally favorable reception. Mechani- 
han Ser os. tike: 2 -i;cal miscues marred it considerably 
idea for a title. pouthn, Alte ee 
| but, despite this, the production con- 


_ SUMMER TRYOUTS 


i twice in 
| ‘Speakeasy 


| 
| 














Center, register i..dividually with 
their sophisticated satire. They put 
over, in particular, a neat tea skit 
called ‘Uncle Tom's Coward,’ writ- 


ten by Kay Kenny Hoysradt’s bit 
on politics is easily his best routine 


ind wows the audience. He also does 
football and Lucius Beebe numbers. 
Miss Barrett is on four times, 


l 
each act Spotting of her 
Girl’ in act 2 fits at a 
vital point and brings her her best 
plaudits. Mimic is still among the 
toppers in her particular tield. Miss 
Kenny writes most of her rm terial. 

The Revuers (5), mixed troupe, 
recently at the Greenwich Village 
(N. Y.) Vanguard, offer a wide va- 
riety of skits, all ‘original’ material. 
Two of their numbers, ‘Joan Craw- 
ford Fan Club’ and ‘Picketing the 
Fair,’ are standouts, lvrics of latter 
being particularly clever. 

Gene Kelly, doing tap impersona- 
tions, is smackeroo. Lad has per- 
sonality plus dancing a'ility that 
should land him in the upper brack- 
ets. Francis Carlyle introduces a 
couple of magic novelties, plus the 
now-familiar trick of picking light- 
ed ciggies from the air. Does this 
last very smoothlv. Hildegarde Hal- 
liday clowns through a couple of 
sneezing routines and John O'Con- 
nor, of the Westport stat¥, m.c.s. He 


co-authored. with John Haggott, a 
skit using Miss Halliday Haggott 


staged with an eve to cafe society 
patronage, and in view of limited 
preparaiory period, did okay 

Bone. 


LITTLE WOMEN 


Harrison, Me., Aug, 24. 


Musical version in three acts, adapted 
from the Louisa May Alcott novel by John 
Ravold, muste and lyrics, Geoffrey ©’ Hara 


and Fred Howard; presentei by the New 


England Music camp; staged by Ravold; 
at the Deertrees theatre, Harrison, Me., 
Aug. 24, ’39. 

SS Gynia Gray 
Meg eeerTer errr Ty ee Eleanor Knapp 
ATAY . ccccvcces TETTTLET Dorothy Baxter 
BEGIN: Kos eeesscone 666-60008 .. Kerry Stuart 
BEMTINOG, ccccnsecepess -..-Marguerite Sylva 
| eT béoebeee Cee Donald Rogers 
SOMN. TATOGKO, oc ccecseccess Everett Crosby 
RP Pe ere re Berthe Hebert 
a Bi OT eee Jack Wray 


Sallie Gardenier.............Daphinee Sylva 
Irene Gardenier Marita Sylva 


Mary Gardenier....ccoses Alma’ Crosby 
Aunt March... .cesess Clanche Seymour 
Mr. March cnetepaene Harrison Brockbank 
Professor Bhaes ‘ Richard Reeves 


Several previous re-workings of 
the folksy Alcott classic proved to 
be money-makers, but this new mu- 
sical transmutation won't join the 
coin roster. Production as seen here 
impresses as one of the most gro- 
tesquely inept theatrical efforts ever 
witnessed outside a high school 
mask-and-buskin society, Why was 
it ever produced? 

Opus was engineered and cast by 
members of a music colony with 
summer headquarters at Sidney, Me. 
Theatre here was rented to the 
troupe for night when N.Y. radio 
date of featured performer in hat’s 
regular prdduction made it avail- 
able. 

Advance publicity gave principals 
credit for solid reputations in a num- 
ber of entertainment fields. How- 
ever that may be, the ‘all profes- 
sional New York cast’ did nothing 
here to enhance their standings 

Geoffrey O’Hara’s music is buried 
under a heavy layer of productional 
claptrap and general mugging. Set- 
tings are unbelievable Audience 
reaction had its interesting. side. 
Strawhat fans, at least 
whom had arrived epecting to watch 
Rudy Vallee in ‘Max in Posession,’ 
took it all withouta murmur. Don. 


HELP YOURSELF 


Cumberland, R. I., Aug. 23. 
comedy tn three acts vy Kene 
Korstenbader; presented by the 


Musical 
neth KE, 


some of! 


Wednesday, August 50, 


| son-in-law. 








| 
| 
| 





| and Clarence Henderson 


Lippitt Players; staged by George Rict- 

ardson; settings Dick Burgess at the 

Lippitt Theatre, Cumberiand, R. 1., week 

Aug. 22, °39 

John Austin... George Richardson 

Mrs. Austin.. som e Hepburn 

Horace Reginald Ripley Don Lee 

Mabel Brown. / ; Grace Hanley 

Barton Randel : Frank Mosier 

Hope Austin Marion Thompson 

McGuirk..... : Lauren Kenyon Woods 

ica asig Dik Burgess 

Sylvia Winileld.......... Eve Rene 

Jenr FYoeteooeoess eee ee ee eee \ rg ‘ 4 F'a ‘ 

Stub ° ed rd Hamel! | 
yt Func 0 ee ceaseeeoecdee es rhara Mills | 
Ss lUItZ T ¥ 


> 


Kenneth E. Kostenbader borrowed 
the hackneyed poor-boy, 
theme, threw in some catchy songs 
and garnished the whole with a leg 
chorus ‘Help Yourself,” neverthe- 
less, falls short and is just another 
candidate for the mothballs 

First act flounders around intro- 
ducing fact that social-climber 
mama, Mrs. Austin (Alice Hepburn), 
is trying to get her daughter, Hope 
(Marion Thompson), to marry Hor- 
ace Reginald Ripley (Don Lee), an 
upper-crust English artist. Daugh- 
ter, of course, loves Bartan Randel 
(Frank Mosier), who's just too poor 
to be taken into consideration. At 
the first-act curtain Randel has 
talked Ripley into backing a ‘Help 
Yourself’ book on the pretext that 
Ripley will have a whole chapter 


in which he may discuss art for art's | 


sake, 
Second act is meatier, but again, 
another old-timer is pulled from the 


Dr Burgess | 


rich-girl] | 





Production offers only a mild | tained much entertainment. Pegged | mothballs when a fake robbery is 
workout for the cast, with little| in the cafe society manner, revue had | planned to obtain some publicity 
meat in any role. Maribelle Red-| its moments, both good and bad,| Plans go astray, a real robbery is 
field, the lead, is a looker_and has| over a two-hour period. Sheila Bar-| pulled and the unwitting Ripley 
a nice voice. Ruth Thea Ford car-| rett and John Movsradt featured the captures the real article Randel 
ries the few laughs capably andj small troupe’s offerings, which in- | writes the book under a nom-de- 
Cledge Roberts, who staged, has aj cluded mimicry to magic plume and when Mrs. Austin learns 
lukewarm time with the lukewarm| Hoysradt and Miss Barrett, alumni | the identity of the author of the 
part as the young husband. Bone, lof ihe Rainbow Room, in Rockefeller / book she has enjoved so much she | 


1939 





et 


becomes reconciled to 


h er f 


Tuture 


Show has some sprightly tynas 


among them, ‘Who Cares If He's Not 
tich,” ‘Waiting for a Sweetheart? 
‘There Is Something Nice About 


Them,’ “Take the Time Dear’ 


Help 
r , ‘ ’ . . 
Yourself’ and ‘I’m Going to Set tha 
World on Fire.’ - 
Production difficulties current 
when strawhatters attempt a ;! 


, SHOW 


of this sort were present at the 
preem Show is a trifle sho;t ind 
attempts to stretch it out with suner. 
fluous scenes. Malo 





LOVE AND ALL THAT 


Skowhegan, Me., Aug. 26 
Farce in three acts by Owen Ja y 
sented by the Lakewood Players; featur - 
Margaret Callahan and Owen Pavia Ir 
staged by Melville Burke; settings Oar 
Perkins and Clarence Henderson: 4+ 


} 
Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan. Mo I ~ 
ing Aug. 21-26, '30; $1.10 top ci 
Ws £450 ede n46o 000 bas Kathryn Givney 
= | TrTrrry Virginia unning 
Aunt Esther..... cakes Dorothy Bernard 
rr oe .»>Margaret Ca lahan 
FET ererrTe Jessamine Neweombe 
Judge Van Dyke..........A. H. Var iren 
Jerry Stockton........ wen Davis, Jr 
ee re Fav Wray 
Doctor Cooper..........+.George Macreg ly 
OT eee COocccereces Grant Millg 
Jitterbue..... eoerccccceces Keenan Wynn 
Peg Leg eevee Cee eeeanee Hume ¢ lyn 


This is Owen Davis’ 408th play in 
order of writing. It’s been given 
excellent direction and some more- 


than-adequate acting which brings 
it up to a point where it consti- 
tutes fairly tolerable = strawhat 


fare. It won't go beyond that, though. 
It’s brevity (80 minutes) and manner 
of ending militate particularly 
against the play’s chances. : 

Plot is weakly inspired. Judy 
(Margaret Callahan), a= screwball 
daughter of wealth, is set, of a rainy 
morning, to marry Jerry Stockton 
(Owen Davis, Jr.), a well-heeled nit- 
wit whose outstanding character- 
istic is a strong dislike for firearms. 
Ceremonies to unite the couple had 
been called off on three previous oc- 
casions when the gal’s newfangled 
ideas On trial marriages, feminine in- 
dependence, etc., had _ intervened. 
Also, an eccentric aunt (Fay Wray) 
has been kibitzing for the celibate 
life. 

Of course, the self-tagged victim- 
to-be again reneges, this time re- 
nouncing the world to take up resi- 
dence at the misanthropic aunt's 
place, which turns out to be a secu- 
lar nunnery where no male save a 
dreamy doctor (George Macready) 
is allowed to enter. The showers of 
the morning have developed torren- 
tial aspects, and in the alarums at- 
tendant to the news that a flood ime 
pends, a masculine contingent are 
rives, led by the gal’s repulsed groom, 
who’s still smiling, and wacky father. 
Then a Clayton-Jackson-Durante trio 
of mobsters hurtles in, after which 
there ensues several minutes of high- 
grade clowning, with the boys prac- 
tically tearing the house down 

Having spent two and a half acts 
planting his people and brewing a 
flood, David suddenly manipulates 
his characters into a series of un- 
motivated changes<of-heart, which 
appropriately coincide with a fair- 
and-warmer forecast by the weather 
bureau. Nothing at all is said about 
the future prospects of the mobsters, 
who join in the final ring-around- 
the-rosy at a time when the police 
are looking for them on charges in- 
cluding murder, 


The wit throughout fs decidedly 


tired. At one point, when Hume 
Cronyn has been warned to take his 


feet off a sofa, which once belonged 
to Queen Anne,’ the comicker re- 
marks, ‘Gees, everything in this 
dump is second-hand.’ Spicy dialog 
too, falls flat. 

Performances, with Davis, Jr., A 
H. Van Buren and Cronyn as stand- 
outs, are uniformly good. Miss Wray 
is still long on looks, but isn’t given 
much of an acting chance here. Miss 
Callahan is dealt some very dubious 


lines. Keenan Wynn shapes up 
likeably, showing considerable tal- 
ent for dizzy comedy. 

Sets (2) by Charles Perkins and 


deserve a 


more auspicious occasion Don 


THE ODD MAN 


Ellicott City, Md., Aug. 24 

Comedy drama in three acts by Pametls 
Burr and Kenneth Fertig, Jr pr ented by 
the Hilitop Theatre; staged by Grego! 8 
Mooney; settings, Fdwin Smith a the 
Hilltop theatre, Ellicott City, Md Aug 
22, °39 

Te OS Thad 1 ’ 
Mary Moon...........-Mary Jane St ham 
ere ere : Jea rice 
DOMR.cccccccveces peer Clara ne 
NICK. ccccccsccccceros Kenneth Fertig J 
SIRGTT . 6 vc 0s0cseseeess Allan Dale, J1 
GWONMN. .cesccccccce Feroll Moore Pyle 

1) TEER TTT ° Tack K 3 
ROMs sivas Ccetocccccs George Het 
DAAMBM sc ccc ccsoccsees Helen Is ! 
Policeman....... Don Swann, JI 





This is the second attempt this sea- 
son at a new play by the Hilltop 
Theatre, pioneer local strawhat as- 
gregation under the direction of Don 
Swann, Jr., and W. Ramont Hamel. 
Production and presentation are con- 
siderably better than the script. “The 
Odd Man’ has only slight motivation 
and consumes three brief acts ty tell 
a thin story that could easily be ac- 
complished in a one-act sketch. | 

Mary Moon (Mary Jane Stock- 
ham) is a romanticist living near the 
big jail house at Ossining, N. Y. Pre- 
paring to entertain at bridge one 
night, her plans are almost upset 9% 
a last-minute disappointment fron 

(Continued on page 46) 
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Lait Posies Winchell 


Jack Lait, editor of the N. Y. Mir- 
ror, plaudited Walter Winchell’s in- 
side story on how he (Winchell) fig- 
ured so prominently as go-between 
in the Louis (Lepke) Buchhalter | 
surrender to the FBI. Lait’s special 
jntroductory likened the columnist’s 
exploits with the best in newspaper 
enterprise and daring, on or off the 


screen. 

Insiders who knew of Winchell’s 
Jong friendship with head G-man, J. 
Edgar Hoover, saw from his recent 
columns and news broadcasts that 
something was in the wind, in con- 
nection with an attempt to establish 
contact with Lepke, for whom $50,- 
000 in aggregate rewards (dead or | 
alive’) had been posted. By offi- 
ciating as go-between for Lepke’s 
racketeer contacts and the FBI, Win- 
chell saved the law-enforcement au- 
thorities the 50G blood money. 

The Mirror postscripted on its col- | 
umnist with a followup that Win- 
chell, who had been trying to lose 
weight, especially around his girth, 
bad lost an inch at the waist from 
the nervous jitters during the pe- 
riod of ultra-melodramatic negotia- 
tions with the underworld. | 

Esquire’s Profits 

Statement to stockholders by Dave 
Smart, president, Esquire, Inc., esti- 
mates net profits of concern for fiscal , 
year ending March 31, 1940, will 
equal last year’s, which equalled 61c | 
a share on 500,000 shares. It’s based | 
on advertising orders now on hand | 
and ‘business conditions as we can | 
best estimate.’ 

At same time, Smart explained 
Ken magazine situation. When pub- | 
lication ceased Aug. 3 it had a loss | 
of $404,000 in 16 months, including | 
$93,000 of unamortized development 
expense. Ail losses, except latter | 
item, have been absorbed and com- 
pletely charged-off, according to 
Smart. 

Exclusive of operating loss of Ken, 
net profit for first half of current 
fiscal. year is estimated at about 
$204,000. Coronet and Apparel Arts 
continue to show profit, and com- 
pany intends to expand latter pe- 
riodical from eight to twelve issues 
& vear,. 


2 Dailies Feud 
Seattle Times and Seattle Post In- 


telligencer are calling each other 
names about last ABC report, with 
former claiming largest circulation 


and P-I morning sheet showing by 
its figures it leads in distribuiion. 
As soon as figures were released for 


period ending March 31, both rags 

began to parade claims on front | 

pages. | 
Seattle Star, other p.m. daily, | 


joined in with box admitting it did 
not have the largest circulation and 
refrained from said, 
‘and so the mystified public gets the 
picture of two papers, both claiming 
leadership in circulation...and the 
public puts no confidence in either.’ 


, 4 %4 
DOaS TIE. ae 


P-I’'s latest was two column box 
On page two captioned ‘Dear Heart, 
Have We Wounded Thee”” a tirade 


closing with this line, ‘What the hell, 
Colonel ‘C. B. Blethen, T I 
let's go back toe work!’ 
"Nother Newspaper Casualty 
Reduction in the lisis of news- 
papers continues, with the Portland 
(Ore.) News-Telegram latest to fold. 
Paper issued its last edition on Aug. 
21, giving as 


D, 


mine st ‘ 
sida. rue 


reason ‘greatly in- 
creased costs of production’ and 


“ever-growing tax burden.’ 
Suspension of the News-Telegram 
leaves Portland with but two papers, 
Oregon Journal in the afternoon 
field, and Oregonian mornings. Num- 
ber of features in the News-Tele- 
gram, together with circulation list, 
were taken by the Oregon Journal 
Paper began publication in 1877 
as the Telegram, and consolidated 
with the Daily News in 1931. Daily, 
which was a member of the Scripps 
League of Newspapers, 
around 150 persons. 


employed 


Chi Strike Narrows Down 
Strike objectives of American 


Newspaper Guild narrowed down to 
but a single paper on Monday (28) 
as a result of the suspension of pub- 
lication on Sunday of the Herald & 
Examiner, and merger the following 
day with the Evening American as 
the Herald-American. Walkout from 
the two Hearst papers had been un- 
derway since last Dec. 4. 

Suspension of the Herald and Ex- 
aminer, morning tab, occurred dur- 
Ing negotiations for settlement of 
tne strike. Both settlement negoti- 
ations and strike would be con- 
tinued, Guild officials declared. 
_Herald-American will be full- 
Sized paper, published seven days a 
week. Merger Jeaves Chicago Tri- 
bune sole morning paper in that 
city, 

Guild 
against 


Strike 
the 


Calif ’ 


city 


in San Diego, 


Sun of that was 


| of the volume. 


| Edith Shelton 


| places. 


brief, Guild members being called 
off after a half-hour walkout on 
Friday (25) as negotiations went on 
for a new contract. Sun manage- 


-nment and Guild reached an agree- 


ment Monday (28). 


‘Hitler’ Suit Helps Book 

Suit of Hilaire Hiler, San Fran- 
cisco artist, because authors of book, 
‘Let’s Have Fun in San: Francisco,’ 
spelled his name ‘Hitler,’ is having 
usual good effect; it’s boosting sales 
Publicity attendant 
disagreements of co-authors 
and Marie Field 
isn’t hurting cash register side. 

300k is compendium of all sides 
of San Francisco life. Charles Cald- 


upon 


| well Dobie and sculptor Beniamino 


Bufano cover city’s famed eating 
Arthur Price recalls histori- 
cal days; Call-Bulletin sports editor 
Pat Frayne handles cocktail row; 
Chronicle columnist Herb Caen does 


the dansapation stint; cartoonist An- 


'tonio Sotomayor has chapter ‘Strict- 


ly Confidential,” William Saroyan 
wrote the preface and Lois Hanscom 
furnished illustrations. 


‘Tommy’ Stern Upped 


David Stern, 3rd, who has been 
v.p. and general manager of the 
Philadelphia Record for past two 
years, is the new publisher of the 


Camden (N. J.) Courier-Post. Suc- 
ceeds his father, J. David Stern, who 
continues as prez of the Courier- 
Post and Record publishing com- 
panies. . 

Young Stern, familiarly known as 


| Tommy, began his newspaper career 


in 1928 as a reporter on the paper 
of which he’s now the _ publisher. 
Stayed there two years, going to the 
Philadelphia Record in 1930. Had 


numerous duties on the Record in| 


preparation for his Courier-Post job. 
P. E. N. Meeting in Stockholm 
P. E. N., international organization 
of scribblers, holds its next congress 
in Stockholm Sept. 4-7, with a num- 
ber of business matters to come up 
for consideration. Jules Romains, 





| international prez, to preside. Chief 


U. S. delegate will be Bessie Beatty, 


i sec of the American branch. 


Previous congress of P. E. N. was 
in May at the N. Y. World's Fair. 


| Conclave, biggest in the history of | 


the organization, drew delegates 
from practically every civilized 
country with exception of the dicta- 
torships. 


Hosie, Connaughton Turn P. A.s 
William G. Hosie and George J. 


Connaughton, former newspapermen | 


who were connected = with 
World's Fair press department, have 
opened a publicity office on Fifth 
avenue, 

Hosie was on the staffs of the N. Y. 
News, Journal, and Post, and a city 
editor of the Brooklyn Eagle. Con- 
naughton was with the N. WV. Times 
and the Times, Post Intelligencer and 
Star, Seattle. He also directed pub- 
licity on this side for the Canadian 
Pacifie railroad. 

‘Wind’ Free to Papers 

David QO. Selznick, owner of the 
newspaper as well as the screen 
rights to ‘Gone With the Wind,’ an- 
nounced that he had declined an of- 


fer from King Features of $5,000 
cash and percentage. Selznick is 


sending out the serialization free. 
He is also turning down heavy 
coin for the radio rights. There will 
be no air shows built on ‘Gone’ until 
the picture is released. 
Tempo’s Reorg Plan 
Refinancing being worked out by 
Tempo Magazines,  publishet of 


Dance magazine, includes proposal 


of a 15% settlement with creditors 
Company has declared liabilities of 
$8.769, with assets of $6,160 It's a 
N. Y outfit. 

According to mag's sponsors, there 


will be no halt in publication during 
period of refinancing. Dance M 
a monthly. 


apa- 


zine ls 


NEW PERIODICALS 

Discussion, mag devoted to discus- 
sion of national issues. Group get- 
ting out the new periodical consisis 
of Albert I. Prince, Donald E. Phip- 
pin and Ralph C. Roper. 

American Appeal, liberal mag, to 
be published by Lawrence Maynard 
and Alfred Moss. Pair will 
direct the editorial policies of the 
new pub. 

Yours, mag for femmes, now on the 


also 


presses, preems with an October Is- 
Sponsored by Surey Publica- 
tions, with Hary E. Forwell, prez of 
the company and editor, and Abbott 
E. Surey, treasurer and sec. 

Real Life Story magazine, Fawcett 
pub in the making for some time, 
finally preems Sept. 15. 
mag. it’s to appear monthly. Edited 
by Beatrice Lubitz, who performs 
the same task for the other Fawcett 


ons 


sue, 


conies 


also | 


the | 


Confession | 


VARIETY 





LITERATI OBITS 


Dr. James Wallace, 90 writer and 
educator, and father of DeWitt Wal- 
lace, editor and one of the owners of 
Readers Digest, died Aug. 23 in St. 
Paul, Minn. Prez emeritus of Mac- 
elester College, he authored a num- 

| ber of books and contributed to 
| newspapers and mags. 

Henry Eliot Armstreng, 81, news- 
for nearly half a cen- 
tury and an editorial writer for the 
N Y. Times until his retirement a 
year ago, died Thursday (24) at his 
jhome in Atlantic Highlands, N. J. 
Began his newspaper career on the | 
old N. Y. Commercial Advertiser, 
an was with the Post and Sun be- 
fore joining the Times staff in 1918. 
| Albert Perkins Langtry, 79, pub- 
lisher of the Waltham (Mass.) News- 
Tribune, died Aug. 27 in Boston. 
Formerly editor and publisher of the 
! Springfield (Mass.) Union, he was 
jalso active in state politics. 

| George S. Maynard, 59, publisher 
lof the Nome (Alaska) Nugget for 30 
|vears, died Aug. 27 in Portland, Ore. 
|Had also served as Mayor of Nome. | 
| Edmund Platt, 74, newspaper pub- | 
}lisher, politician and banker, died ! 
| Aug. 27 in Chazy, N. Y. An editorial | 
| writer on the Superior (Wis.) Eve- 
{ning Telegram before the start of 
the century, he later returned to his 
‘home city of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., to 
become part owner of the Daily 
|Eagle. Paper subsequently became | 
| the News Eagle. 

{ Benjamin J. Gunn, 74, poet and 
| biogger, died Aug. 24 at his home in 
Girard, Kan. Among his works were 
|biogs of Washington and Lincoln in 
“verse, 


paperman 


CHATTER 


| Andre Siegried, the French scrib- 
bler, here. 

Astrolego Publications formed by | 
Carl Henderson. 

Paul J. Davis has taken offices for | 
a new publishing project. 

Roger Creston back in N. Y. after 
two months in New Hampshire. 

John Bentley, the English whodunit 
ace, in U. S. with his new bride. 

The DuBose Heywards and a party 
of friends off on a sail in an old 
tub. 

Helen Landreth 
ering data fol 


in Ireland, 
a book on that 


gath- 
coun- 


| try. 


E. Phillips Oppenheim’s new novel, 


|‘Exit a Doctor,’ just published, is | 
his 110th. 

John H. Casey commissioned to 
do a history of the National Edi- 
torial Assn. 

Ving Fuller, who draws ‘Ellza 
Poppin,’ has a new penthouse off 


| Central Park. 

| Ruth M. Packard, 

Ladies Home Journal 

to Jesse E. DuBois. 
Lee Furman publishing 

| Thomas’ history of 

called ‘Magic Dials.’ 


one of 
editors, 


the 


wed 


radio. Book is 


John Fitzpatrick interested in a 
new publishing organization, the 


Doler Publishing Co. 
Harry Sobol and Ted Hartman the | 


new publicity reps for Caxton | 
House, the book publishers. 

Harold W. Rass, editar of the New 
Yorker, divorced by his wife, the 


former Marie Francoise Elie, 

Just a coincidence that Josiah H 
Castleman, the poet, lives on a street 
called Longfellow boulevard. 

George Soule, one of the New Re- 
public editors, will have a biog of 
Sidney Hillman published soon. 

Allen Raymond, of the N. Y. 
ald Tribune, and Craig 
of the N. Y. Times, have collabed 
on a book about the city’s 
which Dial Press will publish. 

Kenneth Wilson, of the execs 
of Outdoor Life Magazine and Pop- 
ular Monthly, weds 
Parker s« Her mater is Cor 
Stratton Parker, the 

Number of Janet Flanner’s 
in The Yorker, under by 
of Genet, assembled by Simon & 
Schuster for publication in a single 


Her- 
Thompson, 
gangs, 
one 
Science June 
nelia 
book writer. 

ple ces 


New -line 


lume in the fall under the title 
erican in Paris.’ 

James Rei McCarthy, for- 
mer screen writer for Paramount 
and Walter Wanger, has 
joined the New York staff of the 
N. W. Aver advertising 
McCarthy was last associate editor 
of King Features Syndicate. 

First meeting of the newlv-organ- 
ized advisory council of the National 
Editorial Assn. is to be held Oct. 16 
and 17 in 


nington 
4 


Metro 


SFency. 


Chicago. Reps of every 
state newspaper organization will 
attend Day before opening NEA 


directors will hold fall meeting. 
Richard Duffy, former editor for 
Street & Smith and Munsey publica- 
tions and foreign editor for Literary 
Digest until it folded, has completed 


French Revolution by Edouard Her- 
riot, President of the French Cham- 
ber of Deputies. To be published in 
Sept. by Funk & Wagnalls under the 
title ‘The Wellsprings of Liberty 


Lowe 1] 


; Allen 


| Rob Garrity 
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Itelen Kaye 

Vera Welsh 

Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 

Cookie Harding Or 

Arturo & Evelyn 


iliia 


} 
Dorothy Maye 
Club 


Otto 


Milwankean 
Richter Ore } 
Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett 
Clab Terris 
Gordon 


Ore 


ars 


Genseh 


Mona Henderson 
Iethel Warren | 
*hil) Kestin | 
Wathleen Kave 

Dale & Dale 

Jean Renard 
June Hurley ' 
Eaith Rae 


Congo Club 


Randolph & R 
Christine Mayberry 
irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristiana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 

Cornies Ship 
Myron Stewart Ore 
sobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Fudyva hubikoff 
Louis Streeter 
Dunn 


} 
Devines Eagles 


ore | 
Gloria Gele 
Mamie’s Grotto | 
Gus Brhley Ore } 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 


Billy Baer Ore 
Roy Bast 
Virg Hoffman 


Karl Ratsch's 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Valter Mechoff 
Marguerite Dibble 

Larsen’s 

tay Meadows Ore 

last Round Up 
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Ken Keck 
i.indy's 
Gray 

Hort 





Jimmy 
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Murty 
Victor 
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Carl Bergman Oro 
Miami Club 
Trudy De Ring i 
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6 Brucettes 
Avis Kent 
joe Rio 
Ray Martell | 
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Geary 
Emera!d 
Johnny Davis Ore 


Modernistic 


Sammy Kaye Or« 

Captain Grege 

Len Esche | 

Maureen Koray 

Steve Swedis Ore 

Oasis 

Rert Bailey Ore 

Snooks tlartman 
Old Heidelberg 

Eddie Zipp Ore 

Donna JluPau 


tia De Vere 


I 
| Peggy Hall 


i Cerol ¢ 


the translation of a new book on the | 





(lair & Durand 
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Louis Streeter eg 
Bobbie Rae 

Paris 
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Piankinton House 

(Red Room) 
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Plantation Club 
R | ev Orc 
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} Ann 


| Jerry 


| Joan H 


Plantation ¢ 

Brown & I.vons 

Hunky Brown 

Buddy Tenier 

3 Jokers 
Rendezvous 

Bob 


Grace Krown 


| Rendezvous 12 


l.a Nore Sis 
Marge O'Brien 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Darr 
Jerry Lyna 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 
Blake Ore 
Hotter 
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Gregg 
Alma Williams 
He‘en Claire 
fean Harmilton 
Romeona Browns 


tial White 
Sealer'’s 


Biff 
Vivian 
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Genevieve Woods 
Gordon Watiers 
Jessie & Viola 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 
Dolores Lamar 
Nancy ©’ Bien 
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Williams 
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Bills Next Week 
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Lynn & Mason Webster Hall 
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Tommy Dolan Ritchey 
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Circus 
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CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village Hatton's Club 
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Armando & Lita | George Seot 
Joe Rollo | 4 rita 
Harry Dobbs | Marie K ibbe 
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CHATTER 





Wednesday, August 30, 1939 








Broadway 


Dick Lamarr in from the Coast. 
Ed Smith in town from Hollywood. | 


Sam Spachner treasurer of the 
Spa theatre, Saratoga. 
‘Scandals’ preem, first of the new | 
Seasuii, a gala social event. 
Dave Palfreyman, assistant to Will , 
Hays, back at his desk in N. Y. 
Irving Berlin’s nephew, Irving B. | 
Kahn, is p.a. for Larry Clinton. 
Earl Carroll in from the Coast last | 
week, principally to see his tailor. 
Russell Muth greeting newsreel 
cronies after two years in Europe. 
Steve Fitzgibbon back at Movie- | 
tone studio after Deauville holiday. 


Charles Gartner to Coast on perma- 
nent Paramount publicity assignment | 
at studio. | 

Mildred Gordon is in the Com- 
munity hospital recovering from an 
operation. 

Auction sale of late Robert L. 
Hague’s effects at Plaza art galleries 
today (Wed.). 

Elks No. 1 will toss Judge Fred- | 
erick E. Goldsmith a testimonial | 
dinner Sept. 30. 


J. R. Grainger, riding the rods 
again cross-country. Returns. to 
Broadway Sept. 11. | 

Warren O'Hara will be back with 
‘I Married an Angel’ on tour, with |} 
Campbell Casad ahead. 


John Fitzgerald of Steve Hanna- 
gan Associates to Cincinnati on the 
Powel Crosley account. 


David Lipton, head of publicity for | 
Universal, plans to start back for the 
Coast last of this week. 

Bob Landry (Variety) and the 
Mrs. among those stuck in England 
in the rush tor home boats. 

Henry J. Beckman, of Clifford C. 
Fischer's office, back in New York 
after a trans-continental tour. | 

Charlie Einfeld, packing less. 
weight by 35 pounds than when last | 
in N. Y., left yesterday (Tues.) for | 
the Coast. 

Howard Barnes, Herald-Tribune | 
pix critic, injured in auto accident 
at Great Barrington, Mass., last Sate | 
urday (26). 

George Raft has a fresh scar on 
his hand. Result of altercation with | 
a passenger on the Normandie in a 
card game. 








Eddie Buzzell and Norman Krasna, | a 


among first arrivals 
threatened Europe, 
Coast pronto. 

Edna Thomas temporarily replac- 
ing Fredi Washington as executive | 
director and se | 
Actors Guild. 

Wilma Freeman, recovered from a | 
case of poison ivy, back at the War- 
ner home office. 

Jimmy Collins, who scribes a syn- 
dicated sports column for Clem Mc- | 
Carthy, becoming a publicist in part- 
nership with Mori Fremon. 

Lee Shubert back on the main 
stem after a huddle with Simone} 
Simone in Paris to do the ‘Gibson 
Girl’ on Broadway this fall. 

Even if you pay $1 a bottle, no/| 
beer at the French Pavilion; just | 
wines. Also no hors d’ouvres served | 
at night; only for luncheon. 

Barry Burke, division manager | 
for Minnesota Amusement Co. (Par) | 


from 
back to 


Wwar- | 
the | 


| vival of ‘Women’ at Minerva, Syd- 


ing biz to the Tivoli during run of | 


Anna May Wong. 


Greater Union to open a new 
house in Adelaide next 
Norman Rydge supervising. 

Six Danwells will tour Tivoli loop 
for Frank Neil following short re- 
vue season for Williamson-Tait. 

Pic moguls back from overseas say 
that it will be 10 years hefore prac- 
tical television comes to Australia. | 

Dave Martin, by arrangement with 
Williamson-Tait, will bring in a re- 


| 


ney. 

‘Union Pacific’ (Par) got away to | 
a strong premiere at Prince Ed- 
ward, Sydney. Pie looks definitely 


| set extended run. 


Terrific weather in New Zealand | 
has been crippling biz to a marked | 
extent. Showmen say its the worst 
winter ever experienced. 

After b.o. success in Melbourne, 
Marjorie Lawrence, American opera | 
star, skidded in Sydney, being forced 
to reduce planned concerts. 

Williamson-Tait will bring a 
grand opera troupe to Australia late 
this year. Frank Tait, in association 
with E. J. Tait, will talentscout. 

Williamson-Tait will revive ‘Wild- 
flower’ in Brisbane on tryout before 
taking it to Sydney for a run. Marie 
Burke and Melton Moore will have 
the leads. 

Bert Ives, photographer attached 
to the Department of Commerce, 
dead in Melbourne after a short ill- 
ness. Previously he had been with | 
local studios. 

‘Stagecoach’ (UA) floppo at Re- | 
gent, Sydney. Pic spotted in wrong | 
house. Uptowners don’t care for | 
horse-operas, no matter how pol-, 
ished they might be. 

Par newsreel had been missing for 
some weeks from screens of the two 
Sydney newsreel theatres—operated 
respectively by Hoyts and Greater 
Union, due to wrangling on rates. 

Ian Keith, who came here with 
Pauline Lord for Williamson-Tait, 





comedy playing at the Minerva, Syd- | 


with latter. 





Paris 


Sammy Siritsky to Biarritz for, 
rest. 

The ABC, which shut Aug. 1, will 
reopen Sept. 8. 


The Jules Berrys (Josephine Gael) 


month. 
| 


| Casino, in 


/ not coming 


London 





Pierce and Harris to Cannes. 

Reginald Fogwell out of Aldwych 
Films. 

Beatrice Lillie to Monte Carlo, 
then returns for more broadcasts. 

Binnie Hale returning to revue, 
aoe tirst iove, in ihe West Eid in the 
fall. 

Jack Fallon, manager 
hospital with appendix 
trouble. 

Associated British to rebuild 50 of 
their 500 theatres, entailing cost of 
$2,500,000. 

Nova  Philbeam and 
Tennyson, tilm director, 
their engagement. 

Dorchester hotel auditioning bands, 
to select relief for resident maestro 
Maurice Winnick. 

Lea Seidl making her debut as 
cabaret singer, for Charles L. Tucker, 
at Trocabaret, Sept. 11. 

Joe Beckett, former British heavy- 
weight champion boxer, is a stage- 
hand at Denham studios. $ 


Penrose 
announce 


Monty Banks to Hollywood for | 
story idea and cast for next Gracie | 


Fields’ 20th-Fox picture. 

Chevalier Bros. to America Sept. 
6 for six weeks, due back here for 
a Tom Arnold pantomime. 

Peter Mitchell, ‘laughing boy’ in 
‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ being tested 
by Stephen Thomas for BBC. 

Betty Frankis quitting Victoria 
Palace show, ‘Me and My Gir],’ after 
having played in it for 18 months. 

Gilbert Miller sails for New York 
Sept. 7 to produce ‘Ladies and 
Gentlemen,’ starring Helen Hayes. 

Jack Durant doubling from Lon- 
don Casino into ‘Band Waggon’ show 


lat the Palladium ’till latter closes. 


Gilbert Miller to Paris to confer 
with Helen Hayes, who arrived 
there without stopping in London. 

Sidney Bernstein establishing a 


of London’ 














social welfare organization for the | 


usherettes employed in his cinemas. 
Dan Casey, Universal's Australa- | 


Cafes from General Theatres, con- 


iney, for Dave Martin, after a row|verted into eatery-theatre. | 
Jack Taylor's deal with the Opera | for 


House, Blackpool, calls for his an- 
nual shows to be offshoots of Lon- 
don Palladium ‘Crazy’ presentations. 

Ian Hay, in private life Major- 
General Beith, public-relations of- 
ficer at the War Office, says he has 


no time to write new books or plays. | t 
; : | farce falls short through thin plotting. 


. | ic ic ; 
over to play English | Ada: 374 of an Englishman sn 
| dates due to Irving Tishman having | the U.S. and his utter confusion wit 
booked act for an A. B. Marcus/American slang is nothing new. It 


Buster Shaver, Olive and George 





! 


| 





Grant Park free concert, drew 242,- 
000 on rainy night last week. 

Murray Ross, former vaude per- 
former, seriously ill in a sanatorium, 
Two blood transfusions last week. 

Burt Ofstie  pinch-hitting on 
Charlie Dawn's Evening American 
nitery column while latter vacations. 

Al Williamson leaving freelance 
publicity to direct advertising and 
public relations for an insurance 
company, 





Summer Tryouts 








THE ODD MAN 


(Continued from page 44) 


one of the invited males. A stranger 
appearing at her door for a handout 


attracts her and supplys the ‘odd | 


man’ for the evening. This bridge- 
playing stranger (Kenneth Fertig, 
Jr.), turns out to be an escaped con- 
vict whom the cops have started to 
chase, 

Mary suspects her guest is the 
wanted man and he readily admits 
he is, but romance has taken old 
and pretty soon Mary is ready to 
give up her staid and_ substantial 
steady beau for life with the un- 
known. The business of convincing 
herself and her new-found love that 
such a romance is ‘the thing’ makes 
the play. It’s innocuous theatre and 
entirely phoney in_ presentation. 
What the guy did to land him in jail 
and how they are going to make it 
after they decide to take their fling 
is never hinted at. It’s a complete 
shutout in favor of the grand pas- 
sion. 

Miss Stockham and Mr. Fertig do 
well enough and the rest of the cast 


comes through equally as well. Jean | 


Price gives an effective reading as 
Mary’s girl friend anc Allan Dale, 
Jr., handles himself adequately as 
the respectable, but rejected, suitor. 


Direction by Gregory S. Mooney is | 








The second tryout of this season 
the Litchfield Hilis Theatre, 
‘Fancy That,’ unfurled five years ago 
in New Haven by an amateur group, 
then drew a nibble from Paramount. 
From all indications it will go back 
for another heavy dose of moth- 
balls. 

As in prior summer tryout, this 


: also revolves about a one-time 

te ‘| parents of a new daughter. | unit. ; }- ee eee Pig . 
plage yoy ange ie Pg te a4 —" | ‘Nazi Spy’ going strong at the Paddy Carstairs off to Cap D’An- | et gy yao making Jeo 
In floating the Cincinnati beer | Apollo, Cesar and Max Linder. | tibes to confer with his boss, Capt. | Pact im the ‘American fing. j Hee 


east, the brewers are using the old French pic based on the life of | : 
Weber and Fields catchphrase, ‘Vas | Columbus will be done in techni- | CUPerate from his 


- gue , | smash. 

ou efer in Zin ’ “ 4 

men Zinzinnati, as a sales | color. Basil Dean and Stefan Zweig col- 
gan. 


recent motor 


Richard Norton, who's there to re-| 


Rady Was tack te teen, see Arthur Rubinstein gave piano re-| Jaborating in dramatization of latter’s 

ng for radio. Did a chore for Sam | 
Bernard, Jr., on a CBS shot, just as| 

~ originally authored for the late! 
ernard., 

Tamara Toumanova, who left the} 
Monte Carlo ballet last season to go | 
nto Dwight Wiman’s ‘Stars in Your 
Lyes,’ has returned to the De Basil 
ihesp outfit. 

Lepke’s arrest and quizzing will 
bring the last of the mob stuff, con- | 
nected with the niteries, into the | 
Open. Augurs much sensationalism 
and surprise, 

Ed- Sullivan east for four weeks. 
Will continue to write his column in 
N. Y¥. Came in to m.c. the News’ 
iarvest Moon Bali and p.a. at Loew’s 
State, where he opens tomorrow 
(Thursday). 

The niteries threw up their hands 
with the record Sunday turnout at 
the Fair for the cut-rate Mirror day 
(coupon and 35c, instead of 50c), and 
decided once and for all that biz 
won't pick up until the Fair folds. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





'also have leading role. 
| Pola Negri 


cital at French National defense | 


benefit. 


‘Wuthering Heights’ transferred to | 
Les Portiques after 15 weeks at Le| 
Biarritz, 

Harry Baur 
Goldin for three weeks 
next season. 

Norma Shearer, George Raft and | 
the Charles Boyers (Pat Paterson) 
off to Cannes. _ 

Pierre Fresnay to debut as pic 
director in ‘Le Duel,’ in which he’ll 


will do ‘Hungarian 
| Rhapsody’ film here next month. | 
| Edmond Greville will direct. | 
| Theatre des Arts opens Sept. 11 
| with ‘Le Major Cravachon,’ a ‘vio- 
lent attack against the Nazis.’ 
| The Siritsky circuit has 


|added La Royale to its chain 
showpieces for second-run pix. 


just 


at Monte Carlo after long stay in 
Venice. Announced they would 
plane to America on the Clipper. 


Pierre Brasseur has written ‘Un 
Ange Passe’ (‘An Angel Passes’) 
which he will direct at the Theatre 
de Rochefort and in which he’ll also 





Ken Asprey to London. 
Marjorie Lawrence clicking on 
concerts. 


‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) had smash open- | 


ing in Brisbane and Queensland for 
Hoyts. 


‘Dark Victory’ (WB) a click with | 
the femmes at the Century, Sydney, | 


for Hoyts. 


bourne. 

Frank Blackman, Williamson-Tait | 
producer, to plane to London for 
new acts. 

Hoyts sponsoring talent quest in 
the nabes, worked on the old ama-| 
teur night angle. 

Sydney’s Chinese populace bring- | 


| rector. 
|clusively for new firm. | 


take main role. 


jat the Tivoli 
engaged by Mitty | Gaumont (Gracie Fields’ ‘Shipyard | 
= at ne ABC Sally’), although neither house had | 


of | 
| 


Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., and wife | 





Julien Duvivier signed contract | 
with Societe Transcontinental Film | 
as general technical and artistic di- 
Henceforth, he'll direct ex- | 


Elsa Maxwell gave dinner-dance | 


|on terrace of her villa Lou Parody, | 
T. C. Fairburn boating from Lon-|Cannes, to which 150 guests 
don to prodyce ‘Hiawatha’ in Mel-| Vited, including Grace Moore, Con- 


in- | 
stance Bennett and Marlene Die- | 
trich. | 

Josephine Baker’s return to Paris | 
saddened by death of ali tropical 
birds she brought back from South | 
Americs. Her cook found them all | 
dead in their cages, prey to unsuit- 
able Paris clime, 


intends to produce ia London and | 


book, ‘Beware of Pity,’ which Dean | Pt 


America in the fall. 


Tyrone Power made appearances 


| 
(‘Jesse James’) 


and | 


a personal in years. 

O’Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee’s 
‘Saloon Bar,’ starring Gordon 
Harker, goes to Wyndham’s middle 


|next month, replacing ‘Alien Corn,’ 


with talk latter may be transferred 
to another theatre. 

Derval wanted Cass, Owen and 
Topsy to star in new ‘Folies Bergere’ 
revue, but team staying in ‘Black 
and Blue,’ London Hippodrome re- 


vue. Played ‘Folies’ three years 
ago when Mack was in the act. 
Dick Henry (Morris agency) to} 


Paris Friday (1) after taking look 
at Palladium’s ‘Crazy’ show, which 
had initial opening at 
see premiere of new Cirque Medrano 
show. Sails for America Srovt. 6. 





Chicago 





Chester Hale in town. 

Eddie Brichetto now a grandpop. 

Henry Herbel out for a look-over 
of his Warner territory. 

John Hickey planed into N. Y. to 
attend his mother’s funeral. 

Jimmy Grainger, Republic’s prexy, 
in town for circuit conferences. 

Edward (Red) Johnson, tri-city 
exhibitor, in town on buying trip. 

Henri Elman back from month’s 


| trip to Monogram’s Coast studios. 


Leo Spitz, John Balaban and Nate 
Platt supplying the boys with fish. 

Falkenstein Bros. putting up their 
Hi-Hat Club for sale; $11,000 asked. 

James Jovaney, Superior Pic- 
aes back from month on the 
Soast. 


Lawrence Tibbett, appearing at 


Perkins, the flack, are also credit- 
|able. Sets by John Mylrae are | 
| okay. Eck. 


Brighton to | 





with the gals at the height of his 
| career, he is having a facial opera- 
| tion to improve his rather battered 
|}countenance. While going through 
| the plastic op, all of which is being 
secret, his English brother 
comes to this country, latter resem- | 
bling the pug before he was bat- 
tered. 

A fast-stepping press agent, trying 
to win back the femme appeal for 
the pug, substitutes the brother for | 
the champ, who’s secreted while re- | 
cuperating from his operation. On 
the night of the fight the champ’s 
brother is mistakenly kidnaped by 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a racketeer promoter. Ends with 
the champ winning the fight. 
Charles Furculowe, as Egbert 


O’Toole, brother of the champ, turns | 
in a commendable performance. | 
Roger Fox, as Dopey, trainer of the 
champ, and Jack Warren, as Flash 





TMAT B. O. Men 


Continued from page 4l 








group planned to secede from the 
union ‘so far as they knew.’ 

Among the reports current is one 
that the boxoffice men want a radi- 
cal change in the agreement with the 
managers, principally that they be 
allowed to accept gratuities from 
brokers. When the pact with the 
managers was negotiated the box- 
office men expressed willingness to 
forego such coin. Under the tax | 
regulations all money over the box- 
office price obtained from agencies | 
must be split 50-50 with the Govern- 
ment. 

On Friday (1) a count of the votes 
on a referendum to give a committee 
the power to affiliate with other 
unions is due. Stipulated, however, 
that such committee’s actions be | 


subject to a vote by the membership- 
at-large, 








Ho!lywood 


Harry Green in from London. 
Lew Goldberg easting via Denver 
Glenn Morris divorced in Casper, 
Wyo. ‘ 
Kay Van Riper seriously il] at 
| home. 

Lewis Stone back from Honolulu 
vacash. “ae ais 
Carole Lombard checked out of 
| hospital. 
| Jeff Lazarus vacationing j ritis 
| Columbia. o & Brith 
| Herbert Wilcox and Anna Ne 
| to Toronto. 

Otis Wiles joined Warners’ Ppub- 
licity staif, 

Otis Wiles joined Warners pub- 
licity staff. 

Darryl Zanuck tossed his annual 
; ranch party. 

Victor Fleming on first vacation in 
three years. 

Ruth Gordon in from Manhattan 
for ‘Lincoln.’ 

Vernita Murphy's new name is 
Sally March. 

W. F. Rodgers in for week of M-G 
studio huddles. 

Richard Shayer 
appendectomy. 

Jock Lawrence returns to Gold- 
wyn lot next week. 

Bert Osterman in for huddles on 
Fox-West Coast biz. 

Charles P. Skouras won Fox-West 
Coast golf tournament. 

Helen Morgan in from Frisco to 
visit daughter, who's ill. 

Maryon Curtis filed suit for di- 
vorce against George Givot. 

Elliston Vinson upped to assistant 
publicity director at RKO. 

Cora Witherspoon dislocated her 
knee in fall on Biltmore stage. 
| Mickey Rooney reporting for work 
later this week after eastern p.a. 

Marlene Dietrich back from Paris 
to ride for Universal in a western. 

Lieut. Commander Harvey Haislip 
to Washington with first print of 
Metro's ‘Thunder Afloat.’ 











agle 





recovering from 








: ; : | Okay. Burm. wesseeaea 
will play lead in the revival, ‘Out- | sian chief, looked into town on first ee aes ee comeanne 
ward Bound,’ for Dave Martin. won f | gage of homeward trip from New _ " 
also do ‘Libel’ for same management. | York. M i 

‘Kentucky’ (20th) is proving one} ‘Punch Without Judy,’ tried out at | FANCY THAT INnneapo IS 
of the best paying pix imported to; the ‘Q’ and Embassy theatres, goes | Litchfield, Conn., Aug. 25. By Les Rees 
Australia in years. It has eames ito New after three weeks in the! farce tn three acts (6 scenes) by A. M Pinan gli 
|up records in the city spots as well | sticks. | Foster; presented by the Litchfield Hills | —s ane oe oo” 
os doing niftily in the naben and stix Manning Sherman signed by BBC | Theatre; staged by Randolph Carter; set- | , Morris Morman new Monogram 

. 7 . . . - ‘ - 3 . sitines by John Myirae at the Litchfield | booker. 

Sir Ben Fuller huddling with|to write score of ‘Holiday Camp,’ | piaynouse, Litchfield, Conn., week of Aug. | Bill Sears Gesheun meneame 

Jack O’Hagan, oe writer, to do — feature which ethers in Sep-| 2», ‘39 | back from short vacation all 
icture suggested by the tune, | tember. Ore rer te Etter Borodin Ta, hikes” “Eicackchas” aus is 

‘The Dog Sat on the Tucker Box.’| Empire theatre, Chatham, part of | Dopey..........cceeeeeeees wee... Roger Fox RB ec od po tent Mead pledged 
It would be strictly for local con- | Stoll circuit, and operating picture _— seers ssesrescccsssors s+ Charies Alden | . awe ng 7 pe i 
sumption. (policy for last three years, goes | aon Wevkins. nee jen ‘Ja ag = visiting parents in St. Louis. 

Henry Mollison, originally brought | repertory plays. | Joo Malone........sceceee+s Herbert Malone | pel Aaa Scien eueteee lane 
out by Australian-New Zealand The-| Jake Milstein in on the Clipper to | Babe La Vorne.....seseeesess Muriel Bedell | <4, ‘ eget gay Panga seed ‘ith 
atres for ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ and Lina) fix British preem of ‘Man in Iron | Matilda Tillinghast........... Judith Magee | RKO. 0 crash Hims, signing wita 

cretary of the Negro | Basquette, first intended as principal | Mask’ at the Odeon, Sept. 4. Mean-| piiionanl 0272... Juiius Guineh | Ted Bolnick. Eddie Ruben’s La- 

dancer in ‘Casino Revue,’ but | time, he’s off to Paris. | Misa Lewis.......cccccscce. Alice Harrison | Pmt Wis <e wt os. ‘ian Senay: eddie 
spotted into ‘Delight,’ have quit | Grand Theatre, Birmingham, | Miss Primrose........seee+... _Mary Warren | 4) ngeoee’ Ss, manager, in 
‘Good Morning Bill,’ the Wodehouse | bought by Alan Fairley and Mecca | ClAncy..+.++.+.sssseeeeeeees Carl Milletaire | Ne wile, 


Monogram taking over Grand Na- 


tional’s quarters in heart of local 
film center. 

Jerry Weisfeldt, Warner booker, 
back from visit to New York 


World’s Fair. 
Eddie Ruben chairman of commit- 
tee in charge of drive to raise funds 


for social center. 

Minnesota theatre has’ Stroud 
Twins week of Sept. 1 with Zasu 
Pitts a possibility. — . 

Gene Meredith back at Warner 


post after covering 6,000 miles dur- 
ing Coast auto jaunt. 

A. Selby Carr, John Fritcher and 
Ernie Lund, of Paramount, back 


| from northern Minnesota with plenty 
| of fish. 


| 


J. Barrett Kiesling, M-G assistant 
publicity director from Hollywood, 


| caught a 17-pound northern pike at 


Lake of Wgods, Minn. 

Local M-G office in lead in dis- 
trict, itcluding Chicago, Detroit, Mil- 
waukee and Indianapolis, in ‘Cham- 
pionship’ sales’ contest. 

Harold Field, indie circuit owner, 
host to his employes at his Lake 
Minnetonka sttmmer 
chain’s convention here. 

Bill Elson to be toastmaster at 
dinner this week to honor L. E. 
Goldhammer because of latter’s pro- 


| motion from RKO branch to district 


manager. 

Benny Goodman, who played Min- 
neapolis and not St. Paul last sea- 
son, will reverse procedure next 
month, going into St. Paul Orpheum 


| but not returning here. 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 


Nick Kenny at Buckwood. 

Jock Harris at Lutherland. 

Summer season in the Poconos 
n.s.g. 

A.A.U.-sponsored boxing k.o.d for 
the season. 

Fred Waring presented his Glee 
Club in concert at Shawnee. 

Enroute from N. Y. to Scranton’s 
world premiere of ‘The Under Pup,’ 
starlet Gloria Jean’s (Schoonover) 
special stopped at Pocono Summit 
for campers’ greetings and news- 
writers. 

Eddie James, June LaValle, Carol 
and Danny O'Donnel, Gerry Lari- 
son and Eddie Morgan at Penn- 
Stroud, with Billy Buswell’s Ham- 
mond and Ernie Mitchell’s and Ted 
Brewster's band continuing. 

Mae Desmond presents ‘Darling 
Daughter’ as finale with her Players 
at nearby Haubert theatre, New- 
foundland, following which she re- 
turns to Philly to operate winter 
stock, 


home during’ 


/ 
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Casey s Better Press for N. 


OUTDOORS — 





Y. Fair 





Reaction of the nation’s press to the new publicity setup at the New 
York World’s Fair under Leo Casey, who assumed command about a 


month ago, is causing wide discussion among Fourth Estaters. 


Front- 


page breaks, elaborate layouts and a more friendly attitude towards the 
whole exposition has shown up in vastly increased attention being 


devoted to Grover Whalen’s show. 


Numerous editors have gone out 


of their way to squelch the early yarns about high food prices, upped 


hotel rates, etc. 


One outstanding development of Casey's regime has been to bring 
newsmen in from nearby states to the Fair on what has amounted to 


a personally-conducted tour. 


In several instances, press groups have 


been brought in via tieups with railroads at small outlay to the scribes. 
Casey wants them to see for themselves whether or not New York has 


a great show. 


Besides the press in nearby communities, Pittsburgh, 


Cleveland, Washington and Chicago writers have been brought in for 


visits. 








SEATTLE TO WEIGH 


' 


BAN ON CARNIVALS 


Seattle, Aug. 29. 
Carneys are in for a tough round 
in Seattle, the city 


with council 


| woi th of 


shortly to weigh refusal of licenses | 
for any to show in this burg. Attack 


came to a climax last week when J. 
M. Hone, ex-sec of the Motion Pic- 


ture Theatre Owners Assn. of the, 


Northwest, attacked carnivals before | 


the city council. Hone based his at- 
tack on unsanitary conditions around 
carneys, ‘rampgnt gambling’ and, 
most of all, ‘immoral conditions,’ in- 
cluding lewd shows and comeon 
series of admissions for ‘for men 
oniv’ presentations, 

Formal petition on the carney nix 
has been prepared by the theatre 
men to present to the council, 


Fights Are Forced Out 
Of New York by Fair 
Mike Jacobs, promoter, 
clares that he spotted three 
fights outside of New York 
the World’s Fair is too strong oppo- 
sition The Louis-Pastor match in 
Detroit: fight between Galento 
Nova will be staged in Philadelphia, 
and the repeat contest between Conn 

and Bettina will be in Pittsburgh 
who is alluded to as ‘the 
traveling salesman,’ has spotted his 
three boxoffice heads in the three 
Stands. Riv Bisland is in Detroit 
Hymie Lewin in Pittsburgh, 

Charles Bowman in Philly. 


sports de- 


major 
because 
‘ 


ana 


Jacobs, 


and 


BEATTY’S JUNGLE FARM 


Clyde Beatty, currently at the 
George Hamid Pier, Atlantic City, 


and then does several 
weeks of fairs before opening Dec. 2 


closes Sept. 10 


at his own Jungle Farm and Zoo, 
located at Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
It's a new venture for Beatty, and 


will remain open all year ‘round, 





‘Scandals’ Buy | 


Continued from page 41__ | 


saved from taking it on the chin 
last season, when there were sev- 
eral distinct slumps. 3rokers, how- 


ever, appear to be more than willing 
to take a chance and, incidentally, 
put a nick in the code. They also 
see a way to forestall the plan of 


managers to establish a central ticket 
agency. Showmen were all steamed 
up to establish such an enterprise 
but lately such plans have simmered 
down following objections by some 


managers to turn over control ol 
their boxoffices. 

There is a chance that some actio! 
against the Alvin by the League will 
result from White’s financing of 


Scandals.” Understood that the pro- 


Gucer secured ‘loans’ from variou 
brokers, also that orders on the box- 
office would not be recognized fron 


agencies which refused to ‘lend’ coin 
te White. If discriminaton in allot- 
ting tickets exists, the League is ex- 
pected to act. 

Matter of the ‘loans’ was reported 
to the League, where the showman’s 
manipulations ‘were regarded as a 
buy. White declared that was in- 
correct, explaining that the advance 
coin from the brokers was strictly 
In the nature of loans, for which he 
Signed notes, 

Equity has rules paralleling those 
of the code, applicable to managers 
not belonging to the League. Such 
tules are more stringent in some 
respects and include a_ provision 
against buys, Equity could order its 
i out of shows for evasion 

at rule but being engrossed in 
more vital matters, particularly the 
fy sdietional union fight, it’s doubt- 
nelle drastic action would be 
‘ered at this time. 


17 in Free Talent 
To Mass. Expo Patrons 


Brockton Fair, Brockton, Mass., 
through the Music Corp. of America, 
will give 
free talent during its one- 
week's duration. Fair opens Sept. 
10. 

Three name bands have been set. 
Glen Gray's Casa Loma orch plays 
Sept. 10-11-12; Guy Lombardo, 13- 
14, and Eddy Duchin, 15-16. Acts 
set thus far are Jane Pickens, Rufe 
Davis, Sylvia Froos and 16 Chester 
Hale dancers. Five more acts are 
yet to be filled. 

Including costs of transportation, 
the talent bill for the Brockton Fair 
will be around $20,000 a record en- 
tertainment outlay for that event 
thus far. Miles Ingalls and Manny 


A 





| Cable 





Boy, 14, Electrocuted 


Toronto, Aug. 29, 


Prowling about the motor truck 
of The Arlens, high-wire act at 


Sunnyside Amus. Park here, Victor | 


Alton, 14, was fatally 
when he touched a grill guard on the 
front bumper. Eleciricians stated 
that the truck, living quarters of the 


electrocuted | 


aerialists, had become charged with | 


electricity because of a short circuit. 
had been plugged into the 
standard hydro lines to _ provide 
power for iighting and domestic pur- 
poses. 

No has been 


action launched 


against The Arlens. 





Sidney Howard 


Continued from page 42 


| . 
were figured to be essential to that 


| 


its patrons around $17,000 | 


Sachs, of MCA, have been handling | 


the show, 





Fair’s Film Stunts 


Continued from page 1 











the band shell was the tipoff on how 
much the bands were benefiting the 
concessions 
the 
ttract short bankrolled 
Furthermore the music 
sections of the grounds 
via 21 loudspeaker outlets. This per- 
mits dancers to cut the rug at almost 
spot on the Flushing site. Typi- 
failure to draw big crowd to 
Satuday (26) after- 


Major point overlooked is that 
name crews 
jitterbugs 


goes to all 


any 
cal of 


the midwav was 


noon, a big dav. when only a meager 
throng went to the bandshell. 
New York exposition will have to 


grab a heavy gate from now on In 
i attendance of 
minimum 


order to show pak 
25 000.000. supposedly the 





figure the n igement believes will 
enable a payoff. Prospect of rain 
and the threat of a European war 


may cripple the anticipated big Sep- 


tember influx. There were reports, 
’ 


definitely denied that the show 
a it tter before Oct. 31, but 
fair veterans all agreed that such 
move | e | rting pros- 
ye Ss [oO 1940 

Ex! yitors’ meeting ust week 
agreed virtually 100°, to go for a 
1940 fain Unofficial poll of foreign 
area 1 1ied a majority would 
c* € next ve Or ly t ng tnat 
would hamper foreign participation 
it was stated, would be a World War 
Outbreak of hostilities might bring 


the recall of foreign 


some Latin-Amer- 


commissioners 


It is reported that 


icon countries already have called 
back their representatives, but more 
in pique at high labor costs. Diffi- 
culty nav be encountered in gettins 
foreign nat to return next yeal 
unle some at tments are l¢ 
DV tne r en pec € f the 
€ a ( neece for the f t 
ve Ss one ( However, fore n 
rej , thi he heaviest outla: 
is out of the wa: nd the only coin 
needer ( 1940 would be for actual 
ope Ti¢ 

suile +4 a ] C% » 
IBEW. have been blamed mositiv foi 


BIRTHS 
Mrs. James FitzPati ick 
Aug. 21, in Angeles. 


produces Traveltalks 


Mr. and 
daughter, 
Father 
Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Bertero, son, in 


Los 


for 


Los Angeles, Aug, 20. Father is Fox- 
West Coast attorney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Greenhalgh. 
son, in Hollywood, Aug. 23. Fathe 
is studio cameraman. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Randolph. 


daughter, in Des Moines, Aug. 12. 
Father is continuity writer for KSO- 
KRNT, Des Moines: mother is the 
former Virginia Vail, songstress. 


Mr. and Mrs. Barron Howard 
daughter, in Richmond, Va.,_ re- 
cenily. Father is business manager 


of WRVA, Richmend 


- 


vause. Besiaes being popular among 
the Dramatists Guild membership, 


| Howard was also well liked through- 


out show business circles, 
Playwright’s death occurred last 
Wednesday afiernoon (23), when he 
attempted to start a tractor in the 
garage of his farm at Tyringham, 
Mass. The machine had been left in 
gear and, when he cranked it, started 
forward, pinning him the 
wall. 
later by an employee, who extricated 
it and summoned aid. Mrs. Howard, 
the former Leopoldine zz Dam- 


aiarmMe 


againct 
agalnst 








OBITUARIES 


HARKY C. BAKER 
Harry C. Baker, 52, outdoor show- 


man for more than 30 years and as 
president of Baker & Traver, op- 
trated 12 rides at the New York 


World’s Fair, died of a heart attack 
at his home in Larchmont, N. Y., 
Aug. 23. Fatal attack is believed to 
have resulted from a stroke he suf- 
fered last June. 

After a brief enlistment in the 
U. S. Army, with which he saw serv- | 


|ice in the Philippines, he started in 


Chicago as a builder of rides and 
amusement park devices. Jointly 
controlling patents to the under- | 
friction roller coasier with John | 


Miller, he received royalties from all 
such rides until five years ago. Only 
last year he opened the largest roller 
coaster in South America. Dedicated 
by President Vargas of Brazil in 
Rio de Janeiro, it was built by Baker 
in association with Harry G. Traver. | 


| Throughout the U. S. he had an in- 


His body was found some time | 


rosch, daughter of Walter Damrosch, 
| was shopping at Lee, Mass., several 
| miles away and was notified on her. 
| return, 

| Funeral, held Saturday (26) in 
| Union Church, Tyringham, drew 
| many theatrical people from Broad- 
way and the east, as well as ac- 
|quaintances in Tvringham, Lee, 
| Stockbridge and the surrounding 


| towns. 


in Hollywood and were unable to at- 
tend the services, but Rice and Behr- 
man, with other associates, were 
among the honorary pallbearers. 
Burial was in the Little Cemetery, 
Tyringham. Mrs. Howard has indi- 
cated she intends making her perma- 
nent home on the Tyringham farm, 
called the Shaker Meeting House and 
purchased by the playwright in 1935 
It was his favorite spot and he spent 
ali the time he could there 
Howard was born in 
Calif., in 1891. His varents, John 
Lawrence Howard and the former 
Helen Louise Coe. After graduating 
from the University of California he 
attended Prof. George Pierce Baker’s 
classes in playwrighting at Harvard. 
He recently told friends that he and 
Behrman were the only two mem- 
bers of the not 
having a chance of 


Oakland, 


class considered as 


becoming suc- 

cessful dramatists. 
Howard joined the service when 
the U. S. entered the war, serving 


as an ambulance driver and then as 
an aviator. After the war he worked 
for The New Republic, Hearst's In- 


ternational and then joined tt 
of Life His first play wa 
Labor Spy followed by ‘Swor 
s. S. Lenacity, “Casanova, ° 


Panza,’ ‘Bewitched’ and ‘Ths 


What They Wanted.’ the latte 
ning the Pulitzer Prize in 192 
Other play neluded ‘Luck: 
McCarver.’ ‘The Last N 
J n, Vl iael Aur - 
Ned McCobb’s Daughter.’ 
ver Cord,’ ‘One, Two, Thre 
\ on, Oly la “Half 
larseilles.. ‘The Late Cl 
Bean,’ Alien Corn,’ ‘Dod 
Yellow Jack,’ ‘Ode to Liberty,’ * 
ol ‘Glory’ and Ghost of E 
Doodle He ] rote a novel 
Three Flights Uy 
A I f Bull- 
I ! ( r € Raf- 
fie A La | ( Free Love 
| € Gree S H l a W d for ] 
Dx \ The Silver Core The 
Late Chr i¢ Bea! an { 
forthes Gone Witt I W 
H cript Arr ith on al 
A Ade Ya ai 
3esides his widow, survivors i 
clude four children, Clare Jenness 
IIoward, daughter by his first wife, 
the late Clare Jenness Eames, the 
actress; Sidney Damrosch Howard, 
Walter Damrosch Howard and Mar- 


garet Helen Damrosch Howard: his 
mother, a and three brothers. 
In addition to his membership in the 
Dramatists Guild, Howard also be- 
longed to the Society of American 
Dramatists and Corrnposers, the Na- 
tional Institute of Arts and Letters, 
the American Academy of Fine Arts 
and was a director of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, 

Howard’s will, filed for probate on 
Monday (28), leaves his estate in 
| trust to his widow. Upon her death, 
the four children share equally in 
the principal. Petition for probate 
formally valued 
than $20,000.’ 


sister 


Anderson and Sherwood are | 


terest in more than 50 types of rides. 
In addition, he also controlled pat- 
ents on various fun houses, 

Baker was a member of the N. Y. 
World’s Fair advisory committee and 
treasurer of the Concessionnaires 


| 
| 





orchestra leader and trick arummer, 
died unexpectedly Aug. 25 at the 
home of his mother in Princeton, 
Ind. 

funeral services in Princeton, 
Mother only immediate survivor. 

CATHERINE COUTTS-BAIN 

Catherine Coutts- Bain, concert 
singer who was once summoned for 
a command performance by Edward 
VII, died in Toronto Saturday (26). 
She retired from the concert siage 10 
years ago and had been ill for more 
than a year. 

Burial in Toronto. 





EDWARD STAUB 

Edward Staub, 67, former theatre 
operator, died in Glendale, Cal., Aug, 
27. He had been an exhibitor in 
Chicago, Los Angeles, Oakland and 
Berkeley, Cal. 

Leaves son, Ralph Staub, a film 
director. 

MARGARET WHISTLER 
Margaret Whistler, 47, former 
een player, died Aug. 23 in Holly- 

wood. She had played with Mabel 


Normand, Clara Kimball Young and 






September 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


sith, 1927 


Assn. Rides operated by Baker & Jack Gilbert in silent days. 


Traver at the Fair are The Whip, | 


| Serpentine, Jitterbug, Laff-in-Dark, | 
| Midget Auto, Rolloplane, Roller | 
| Coaster, Centipede, Skyride, Snap- 





the estate at ‘more 


per, Stratoship and Laughland. 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. May 
Baker; two brothers, John Baker of 
Long Beach, Cal., and George J. 
Baker, supervisor of Playland, Rye, | 
N. Y. Funeral were held | 
Thursday (24) in lle, and 
burial followed in Chicago, 


services 


New Roche 


JOHN D. TOBIAS 
John Douglas Tobias, 59, died Aug. 
15 in Los Angeles. Deceased wa: 
born in Riverside, Cal., and started 
musical career on the Coast in 1898. 
He was former member of the board 


of directors of Local 47, American 
Federation of Musicians, Los An- 
geles, from 1911 to 1917; president 
of the local in 1923-24. and its vice- 


president in 1928. He also served as 


a director of the Musicians’ club of 
Los Angele from 1925 to 1932, and 
was its first president. 


DON FREDERICO GAMBOA 


Don Federico Gamboa, 74, Mexican 
novelist, who authored ‘Santa’ 
(‘Saintess’), substance of Mexico’ 
first talker in 1930, and which i 


Charles B. Dillingham 


Aug. 30, 1934 


} 
reiit 


forgott 


R. HH. GB. 


net 


ED WHEELER 

Ed Wheeler, 63, we known it 
Lf I ( Oo circle d { Vv 
r or of Southern Calif Broad- 
( Ler, Wi killed A 21 I 
truck by an auto ;% he alighted 
from a bus ne his home in Glen- 
dale, Cal 

More ecent] he Vas asst ted 
vi i Hal Styles on KHJ He Phy 
Ne noor program, 


HARRY G. McGREGOR 

Harry G. McGregor, 40, midget 
fireeater, died Sunday (27) scon after 
completing his act with a freak show | 
at the Iowa State Fair, Des Moines. ; 
A coroner's investigation ascribed 
death to a heart attack. 

His widow, also a midget, known 
as ‘The Iron Eyelid Woman’ sur- 
vives, 

HORACE GOLDIN 

Horace Goldin, 65, magician, died 
Aug. 22 in London after collapsing 
during a performance at the Wood- 
green Empire theatre there. 

Details in vaudeville section, 

JOHN HENRY MULHALL 

John Henry Mulhall, 27, known 

profess ly Jonnny 


Oonally 
who for more than 10 ye s was an 





AT. .T al 
ivilhlildali, 


; nl home in the Ne W York state 


i ple, in Columbus, O., Aug. 25. 
| WHKC, Columbus, continuity editor 


| Adah Smith Alison to Rev. Harry 


In recent years she was a costume 
designer at Columbia. 


W. J. GUNTHER 


W. J. Gunther, 34, chief engineer 


| of WJJD, Chicago, for the past five 


years, died in Chicago Aug. 18, fol- 
lowing an operation. 


Widow and child survive. 


Ernest Donat, 75, father of Robert 
Donat, British picture player, died in 
Wallingford, Conn., Monday (28). A 
native of Poland, he had been promi- 
nent as an engineer in England for 
vear: Widow and three other sons 
survive. 


O. S. ‘Stape’ Wright, 58, one of the 


first Negro orchestra leaders to 
achieve national renown, died Aug. 
23 in Columbus, O. His band was 
popular in immediate post World 


War days, recording for Victor. 
Joseph T. Bradley, 57. band leader 
the Albany area for years, died at 

capi- 

tal x-week illne 


urvive, 


last week after a 
one 
Widow and ter 


Leo FI. S. Conway, Philadelphia 


ticket broke died Menday (28) at 
his home in Overbrook, Philly su- 
burb Sul ed bv hi widow, two 
children and two siste! 


Walter Brushaber, 41, operator of 


the Avalon night club, Port Clinton, 
O., died Aug. 21 from injuries re- 
ceived in an automobile accident 
near tnat city 


Henry J. Benjamin, 81, director of 


musie at the oid Olympic eatre, 

St. Louis, from 1893 to 1911, died of 

a complication of diseases last week 
St. Loui 


Jchn B. Olinger, 65, retired Mil- 
waukee exhibitor, died that city 
A 2 Surv e |} do\ 

( ft 

Edgar Marston Burgard, 14, step- 

of Lawrence Tit bett. onera I 
‘ died in He n ] Hu M I av (28) of 
fection. He had been la 

La 

Philip Le Feuvre, 68, retired stage 
and screen actor, died Aug. 23 i 


Arcadia, Calif. 


MARRIAGES 


Betty Winkler to Robert Jennings, 
in Chicago, Aug. 23. He’s radio head 
of Kastor ad agency: radio 
player. 

Sara Byrd to Douglas Edwards, in 
Atlanta, Aug. 29. He's announcer at 
WXYZ, Detroit. 

Helen Howorth to Robert N. 
Perry, in Wollaston, Mass., Aug. 28. 
Bride is production manager of 
WORL, Boston; he’s program direc- 
tor of same station. 

Dorothy Andrews to F. Ward Sam- 
He is 


she’s 


W. Pedicord, in Bridgeport, Aug. 22. 
Bride is WCCC, Bridgeport, broa 
( ter 
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(BE LYMA 


AND HIS CALIFORNIANS 
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ROSE BLANE OPENING AUGUST 3lst 


V@CA £ FSF a? oe 


logeetiiiiiendion We CHEZ PAREE 


“Abe Lyman and his orchestra moved into Casa CHICAGO 
Manana last night and the big west side play plant . . * 
is jumping again, thanks to this man Lyman. The DECEMBER 22nd AT THE 


new Casa Manana show has twice the voltage of the 
opening show.” | STRAND THEATRE 


NEW YORK 
* 
AND IN JANUARY AT THE 


ROYAL PALM CLUB 


FLORIDA 


“WALTZ TIME” 


EVERY FRIDAY—9:00 to 9:30 P.M. (E.D.S.T.) 
COAST-TO-COAST ON WEAF AND NBC RED 
NETWORK 











